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THE

PREFACE to the Firft Edition.

CT^HE following Papers are the laft of this,

jL or indeed of any kind, about 'which the au-

thor ever gave me his particular commands.

They 'were corrected by himfelf, and fairly tran-

fcribed in his
life-

time. 1 have in all things fol-

lowed his directions as Jlriffily
as I could; but ac-

cidents unforefeen having Jince intervened, I have

thought convenient to
le/jen

the bulk of this volume :

to which end I have omitted feveral letters addref-

fed to perfom with whom this author correjponded

without any particular confidence farther',
than

upon account of their pojls; becaufe great num-

bers offuch letters, procured out of the
office,

or by
other means (how juftifiable I Jkall not examine)
have been already printed-, but running wholly upon

long dry fubjetJs of bufmefs, have met no other re-

putation than merely what the reputation of the

author would give them. If 1 could have forefeen
an end of this trade, Ijhould, upon fome confedera-

tions, have longer forborn fending thefe into the

world. But I daily hear, that new difcoveries of

original letters are hajling to the prejs 5 to Jlop the

current of which, I am forced to an earlier pub-
lication than I defigned: and therefore I take this

occajion to inform the reader, 'That
thrfe letters, end-

ing with the author s revocation from bis employ-
VOL. IV. B ments



11 PREFACE.
mcnt~. abroad (which in kjs than two years was

followed by bis retirement from all public bujinefi)
ibe

lafi
be ever intended for the prefs ; having,

been Jektied by himfeIffrom great numbers yet lying

among s

If 1 couldhave beenprevailedwith by the rhetorick

of bc-kjeiiers, 'or any other little regard'^ 1 might

eafity ,,
infiead of i e c rench ing ,

have made very con-

fiderable additions; and by that means have perhaps
taken the jure/I courfe to prevent the interloping of
others. But if the prefs mull needs be loaded^ I
had rather it jhouul not be by my means. And there-

fore 1 pe to be allowed one word in tht //

of # pubiifher (an office liable to much cenfure with-

out the leaft pretenfion to merit or to praiie) that, if
I have not betn much deceived by others and

myj'elf\

the reader will hardly find one letter in this collec-

tion unworthy of the author, or which does not

contain jbmething either of entertainment or of
uie.

LETTERS



LETTERS
T O T H E

KING, the Prince of Orange^ Sec

To the Duke of Florence. Au Due de Florence.

Sheen, Nov.- 167:

S I R,

AS
I ought at all times,

and in every manner

pofliblc, to {hew the

fenfe I have of the

honour done me by your moft

ferene Highnefs, in the re-

peated infhnces of your good-
nefs to me, and the many ex-

preiiions of your kind remem-
brance of me ; and as it is

not long fmce my lord Staf-

ford (hewed me a letter of your

Highnefs's writing, in as pro-

per Engluli as if your High-
nefs had been more years than

you were weeks in England, I

refolved to fend to your High-
nefs theinclofed papers, whkh
are part of the fruits of that

leifure and retirement, which
I have lately enjoyed in the

country. They contain the

three lafl chapters of the re-

marks I have made upon the

prefent ftate of Holland
; the

firfl thoughts of which under-

taking I was infpired with by
the

De Sheen, Novemb. 1672.

Monfieur,

en

dots toujours,

totttes ma-

reconnoitre I
9

Votre AiteJJe

nieres^

honnmr que
Sme. m'a fait par tant de

temoignages de fa bonte &
de fon fouvenir \ & qu'il n'y
a pas longtems quo Milord

Stafford m'a mcntre une let-

tre de V. A. ecrite auffi lien

en Anglcis comme fi Elk
eut fejourne plus d'annees

en Angleterre, qu'Elle n'en

a fait de femaines -, fay re-

foki d'envoyer a V. A. ces

papiers envelopes, comme
une partie desfruits quefay
cueillis dans Foifivete de nos

champs. Ce font les trois

derniers chapitres des remar-

ques que fay traces fur I'e-

tat de la Hollande, dont la

penfee irfa ete premier-ement

B 2
infpiree



Letters of Sir V/ilUam Temple

the example of your Highnefs;

Having with admiration obfer-

ved the great application you
ufed, and the judicious curio-

fity you (hewed on this fubjecl

during the courfe of thofe voy-

ages and journeys you made
with a mod generous purpofe,

thereby to advance and pro-
mote real knowledge, and not

to make a mew of your own

magnificence and (bite. I

make no doubt but your

Highnefs has it in your inten-

tions to make the (peculations
of ftrangers abroad part of

your own diverfion at home,
and to turn them to the profit

of your own country ;
fmce

great part of Tufcany is fo ad-

vantageoufly firuated for the

carrying on commerce in the

ampleft: manner. Nor did J

think it would be difagreeable
to lay before you, in a clearer

view, thofe occafions and con-

junctures which confpired to-

gether to ruin and overthrow,
as it were, at one itroke, that

republic which your Highnefs
fo lately faw in fo great and

flourishing a condition, and

under the conduct of fo wife a

miniftry. It was on this ac-

count that I have chofen to

fend your Highnefs thefe chap-

ters concerning their com-

merce, their ftrength, and the

ca:ifes of their late misfortune ;

and if I continue my intention

CT publ idling the treatife entire,

1 mall not fail to pre fen t to

your Highnefs the firft copy
that comes from the prefs ;

infpireeparFexemple de V. A,

ayant admin I*application

& curioftte judideufe qu'elle

a employe fur ce /#/<?/,
du-

rant k cours des voyages qu*

Elley afaitesfur un defleinfi

genereux que Faceroijfement
de ces belles connoiffances, &
non pas Foftentation de fa-

grandeur. Je n'ay pas dout.e

que V. A. itait eu I*intention

d* exercer cbez elle les Jpe-
culations faites chez les e-

trangers, confiderant Vaffi-

ette d'une partie de la *Tofca-

ne fi proprepour Fetablijjfe-

ment duplusgrand commerce.

Et fay crii que vous feriez

content de confederer a plus

pres les occafions & con-

jonftures qui ont confpire &

accabler^ quafi d'un coup,

cette republique, que V. A.

a vue depuispeufigrande&
fifleuriffante >

& animee par
un ft fage miniflere. Cefi

pourquoyfay choifi a luy en-

voyer ces chapitres touchant

leur commerce^ leurs forces,

&? les caufes de leur dernier

malbeur : 6? Ji je me re-

foudray un jour a mettre en

lumiere le difccurs entier^ je
ne manqueray pas a prefenter

a V.A. lepremier qui enfor-

tira^ comme a luy donner

toutes les marques poj/ibles_

de la devotion^ quefay tou-

JOUT3



to the King, the Prince of Orange> &c. 5

feng ever ready to give all

poflible marks of that devotion

which I always pay to your

perfon and high endowments,
and to omit no proof of that

zeal, which I fliall ever have

for your fervice. Your High-
nefs will reflet, that the fruits

of our poor climate can never

come near thole of Italy, and

are therefore only to be re-

ceived for their novelty, as our

apples are ferved up among
the figs and raifins of Florence :

and your Highncfs will pardon
the liberty I take upon this oc-

cafion, to cultivate and enlarge
that part which your High-
nefs has the goodnefs to give
me in your remembrance,
and to renew thofe profeffions,
which I have fo often made,
of that moft real paflion with

which I um, your mod fe-

rene Highnefs's moil humble
and moft obedient fervant.

jours eu fourfa pcrfonne, &
fes grandes quaUies, comme

du zele que je porteray tou-

jours a fon fervice^ V. A.

fera reflexion, que Us fruits
de ce mechant elmat iiap-

prockent pas cemd?Italic^ &
ne les doit confiderer que far
la nouveaute, comme quelqif-
tme de nos pommes parmi les

figues & raifins de la Flo-

rence. Ef V. A. pardonnera
la liberte que je, prens fur
cette occafion de cuhiver la

part qu'Elle m'a donneenfon

fouvemr, & de renouveller

les profejjionsquefayfaitesji

fowvent d*une paffion verita-

ble avec laquelle je fuis, de

V. A. Sme. le tres humble

& tres ebeiffant ferviteur.

the Duke of Florence. AU Due de Florence.

Dublin, May 20, N. S. 1673.
S I R,

E letter of the 1 5th of

February, which your
moft ferene Highnefs did me
the honour to write, found me
in Ireland, whither the necef-

fary care of my family affairs

had carried me, and obliged
me to continue for three

months. The matters to be
fettled before I made this voy-

age took up fo much time,
that 1 have but juft compared

it;

Dublin, May 20, S. N. 1673.
Monfieur,

T^Honneur que V. A, Sme.

m*a fait par fa leitre

du i$me. de Fevrier, m'a
troupe en Yrlande, cu quel-

ques affairesdcmeftiques nfont

attire pour trois mois de fe-

jour. Les detours necejjaires

a ce voyage Font telle-

ment retards, 'que fen fids

depuis pen feukmmt en pof-
B 3 feffiw.



Letters of Sir William Temple

it ;
and this has brought up-

on me a neceffity of return-

ing my moil humble thanks

much later than I could wifh;

but yet with all due eileem

and devotion. Your High-
nefs does me the juftice to

regard me as one intirely be-

longing to yon, and in this

view it is, that your Highnefs's

judgment concerning my pa-

pers has fhewn itfelf altoge-

ther partial to them : howe-

ver, I will not prefume to

gainfay it, and thereby your

Highnefs will have a frefh af-

furance, that, like your will

and pleafure, your judgment
is with me inconteltable.

When your Highnefs fignifies,

that the reading my writings

gave you any the leaft fatif-

faclion, it gives me the great-

eft opinion of my own glory ;

and while I poflefs the letter

you have honoured me with

on this occafion, I have the

greateft fenfe of myown riches.

Methinks, I have juft made a

voyage to the Indies, and have

purchafed gold and precious
tfones for toys and trifles. E-

ven in the dark- and dull cli-

mate I am ngw in, I have

light enough to difcover molt

clearly, that every line of your

Highnefs has a far greater

luftre, that the molt excel-

lent compofitions that fuch a

country as ours can produce ;

and appears like a touch from

the hand of Raphael, infinite-

ly fuperior to the confufed de-

figr.s

^ 6? me trouve par la

dans la necejjite de rendre a

V. A. mes tres bumbles re-

connoiffances plus tard que

je n'aurois fouhaite, encore

qrfavec touts reftime & de-

votion que je dots. Je voy
bien que V. A. me fait la

juftice de me regarder com-

me une cbofe qui lui appar-
tient entierement^ & quepar
la Rile s'ejl rendue tout a

fait partiale au jugement

qu'EHe afait de mes papiers.

Mais je ne veux pas me de-

fendre, 6f de la F. A. fe

pourra bien affurer que fon

jugement fera toujours pour

moy inconteftable', aufji bien

que fa volonte:. Je me fens

trop glorieiix de ce que V. A.

temoigne avoir trouve la

moindre fatisfaftion en cette

lefture^ & trop riche par la

lettre dont elle m'a honors

fur cette cccajion. II . me

femble avoir fait un voyage
des fades, & recueilli de For

& des pierreries en retour

de la plus chetive marchan-

dife , &j'ay ajjez de lumiere

en ce climat le plus obfcury

pour m'appercevoir claire-

ment que chaque ligne de V.

A. ait lien autre eclat que
les plus belles compofitions

qtfun pats comme le notre

pourra



to the King, the Prince of Orange, &c. 7

jfighs of our Englifh painters.

I did intend to fend your High-
hefs the book entire, of which

you have feen a fmall part
with fo much indulgence ; but

the bookfeller at London being
in fuch hafie, as to publ'ifm it

in my abfence, I found fo ma-

ny faults in the print, that I

was afhamed even to own it

for mine, and therefore o-

mitted fending to your Kigh-
nefs the fir ft copy, which I

Hood obliged to do both by

promife and duty. But by the

good luck of the bookfeller,

and through the humour of

the prefent times, which at

prefent are mighty inquifitive

after any thing that relates to

Holland, the firil impreflion
"

has had fo quick a fale, that

a fecond is now printing, and

almoft finifhed. I have my-
felf taken care of the correcl-

ing of this edition ; and, tho'

I am upon my return to Eng-
land, yet I have fent to my
bookfeller an exprcfs order by
this poft to deliver into Mon-
fieur Tivieffi's hands the two

firft copies to be fent to your
ttiofl: ierene Highnefs. Had
I a capacity to do it, I would

have tranflated it into Italian,

and have begged lea-e to de-

dicate it to your Highnefs ;

the honour of fo great a name

being the only means to pro-
tect fo mean and weak a dif-

courfe. But as it was owing
to the favour only which your

Highnefs has the goodnefs to

ftiew

pourra jamais produire, 6?

farGit comme tin rayon de la

main de Raphael* au regard
des pieces brouilUes de nos

peintres Anglois. yavois

pourtant I*intention d"envoy
-

er a V. A. la piece entierc,

dont tile a veu feukment les

pieds avec tant indulgence \

mats la precipitation fun li-

hraire rayant fait fcrlir a

Londres en mon abfence* fay
trouve qu'il y avoit tant de

fautes de rimpreffion^ que

-favois honte de Favoikr

pour mien> 5? me content&is

par la de n*avoir pas mande

a V. A. le> premier, felon
mon devoir aujji bien que ma

promeffe. Maispar le bon-

beur du dit libraire^ cjf

rbumeur du terns curieux a

prefent fur le fujet de la

HoUande^ il fefi trouve au
bout de la premiere imprejji-

on dansfipeu de terns, quil
va dcja acbever une feconde,
a la correction de laquelk

fay donne la main, & en-

core que je me trouve fur
men refourpour rAngleterre,
je r?ay pas vouhi manquer
a luy envoyer un crdre ex-

pres par ce courier de mettre

en main de Monficur ^ivi-

effi les deux premiers cxcm-

plaires pour etre envoyes b
B 4 V. A.



8 Letters of Sir William temple

fhew to the Englifh tongue,
that I prefumed to fend you
the pattern at firft of this dif-

courfe; I fend you the reft of

it likewife, in the mean and

ordinary drefsof its own coun-

try, rather than adorned with

the rich habit of a foreign
one, which would ill become
the iimplicity of its birth, as

well as the meannefs of its

condition. What remains

but to intreat your Highnefs
to receive it as the proper ef-

fect of your own commands,
as well as a teftimony of that

particular zeal and paffion,
with which I am, and fliall

be all my life, your moft

ferene Highnefs's molt hum-

ble, &c.

V. A. Sme. Sifen etois ca-

pable je Faurois traduit en

batten, & fupplie V. A.

d'honorer la dedication par
un fi grand nom, comme Ic

feul moyen de proteger un fi

foible fujet. Mais comme

la feule faveur que V. A. te-

moigne pour la langue An-

gloife, m'a dome la hardieffe

a luy envoyer le premier e-

chantillon^jefaispartir aujji

le refleplutot dam le pauvre
habit de fon pats que pare
d'un plus riche des pats e-

trangers \ ce que feroit mal

ajjorti a la Jimplicite de fa

naiffance, auffi bien que de

fa condition. Au re/te, V.

A. recevra s'illuy plait com-

me I'effet de fon propre com-

mandement^ aujfi bien que
comme un temoignage de

la devotion toute parti-
culiere & paffionnee avec

laquelle je feray toute ma
vie, de V. A. Sme. le trh

^ &c.

To the Prince of Orange.

SIR, Sheen, February 1673-4.
the honour I expected of attending your

Highnefs, upon fo great and happy a conjunc-

ture, has not fallen me ; and his Majefty's Jate refo-

lutions, for my Hidden journey into Holland, have

been diverted by occafions that made way for a

more



to the King, the Prince of Orange, &c. 9

more fpeedy conclufion of the peace ; yet I could not

be fatisfied, without making ufe of Sir Gabriel Syl-
vius's favour to me, in charging himfelf with this

trouble-, by which I might at the fame time give

your Highnefs the particular account of all that has

parTed in this late tranfaftion here, and withal re-

joice with you upon the happy fuccefies that have
attended your affairs on the other fide ; in which I

will allure your Highnefs, both his Majefty and all

his good fubjects have taken fuch a mare, as has

very much contributed to the eafy and fudden dif-

patch of this great affair ; wherein both your High-
nefs and the States, and indeed the happinefs and

fafety of both nations, are fo nearly concerned. For

my own part, I will only fay, that as no man gave
fo public and fo avowed teftimonies of the devotion

and honour I have always had at heart for your
Highnefs's perfon and fervice, and of the efteem

that, I knew, was from all men due to you in the

greatefl decline of your fortune-, fo, at this time,
when your Highnefs will receive the general com-

'

pliments and appiaufes of all men, there is none a-

mong them, that can take a more particular part in

your Highnefs's good fortunes, nor make more paf-
fionate wifhes for their continuance and increafe.

But I know your Highnefs does me fo much juf-

tice, as to believe all that can be faid from me of

this kind unneceffary : therefore I mall proceed
to tell your Highnefs, that upon receipt of the

States laft letter, with defire of pafTports for their

ambafTadors, and offers of a cefiation of arms, his

Majefty was pleaied, upon the 3d current, being

Tuefday morning, to declare at the committee of

foreign affairs, that having thought of it in the night,
he was refolved, for preventing all delays that at-

tend the coming of ambaffadors hither, to fend over

into Holland ; and that he would fend me with

the
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the project of a treaty, and full powers to con-

elude immediately, if the States were in the mind

they exprefled of doing him juftice. This was re-

ceived with fo great a concurrence, that I was im-

mediately fent for, acquainted with his Majefty's

intentions, and commanded to be ready to begin

my journey the next day, and to attend upon the

two fecretaries of ftate that afternoon, at the draw-

ing both the project, and my inftructions. I told

the King, I would obey him , but that I might the

better do it, I begged of him, that I might go
without any character of ambaflador; which would

delay me with the preparations of equipage here, and

embarrafs me with ceremonies there, unnecefiary for

fo fudden a difpatch. His Majefty thought it rea-

fonable, and fo gave order I mould go without any
other character, than of plenipotentiary ; but gave
me the appointment of all kinds of an arnbafTa-

dor, which, he told me, I muft take upon me when
the peace was concluded.

The project and inflructions could not be finifh-

ed till Wednefday at evening, nor the commif-
fion fealed till Thurfday at noon, which was de-

flgned for my fetting out \ and in order to it, I

had kiffed the King's and Duke's hands late on

Wednefday night, and received their letters to your
Highnefs, and fent away my fervants towards
Harwich on Thurfday morning. But about ten

o'clock the fame day arrived the pacquet, by a

trumpeter from Holland, which brought full pow-
ers to the Spanifn ambaffador to treat and con-
clude the peace : upon the knowledge whereof, I

went immediately to the King, and told him, how
inconvenient it would be to expofe the treaty to the
accidents of a journey, of feas, and of weather, when
it might befinifhed here, perhaps before I could be at

Harwich 5 bcf:des 3 that it would be more honour for

his
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his Majefty to treat it here than at the Hague, which
was an expedient only for difpatch, and therefore beg-

ged of his Majefty, that no confideration of me might
divert him from falling into the bufinefs here, at lead

till he faw it could not be effected. The King was

pleafed with what I laid, fent me immediately to the

Spanifh ambailador to bring an account of his powers,
and has done me the honour to make me treat the

whole thing with his excellency in all its points, fo

as to leave occafion only for the cbmmiffioners to meet

once on Saturday, to agree upon drawing up the trea-

ty , and yefterday again at four o'clock for figning it.

But after all this was agreed, and before that hour

was come, I was forced by an accident in town to come
down into the country for two or three days, and fo

have the mortification of not feeing Sir Gabriel Sylvius
before his going away with the ratifications, which I

left the King reiblved he Ihould do this night.
It is not fit to entertain your Highnefs farther from

the country ; but I hope, upon my return to town,
to have his Majefty's leave to fend your Highnefs, by
next poft, the letters he was pleafed to encharge me
with ; as likewife that from the Duke, with very par-
ticular exprefilons from them both, which, I fuppoie,

you will not be willing to lofe, though you may re-

ceive of a later date. In the mean time, I beg your

Highnefs to believe, that upon all occafions I fhall be

infinitely proud and pleafed to give you the beft tefti-

monies of the fincerefl and devoteft paffion, where-

with I have been fb long, and fhall ever be, Sir, your

Highnefs's, &c.
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the Duke of Florence. Au Due de Florence*

London, February ii, 1673-4.
S I R,
U R I N G my retirement

into the country it was not

poffible for me to find any pre-
tence for a letter; fo that I

have not for fome time been

able to make ufe of that li-

berty which your moft ferene

Highnefs has had the goodnefs
to allow me of writing ; but

fmce my return to town, ha-

ving within thefe few days met

with an affair of great impor-

tance, the particulars of which
1 thought your Highnefs would
be pleafed to know ; I would
not lofe any one of thofe few

opportunities that I have, of

giving proof of the pafiion

which I have had fo long, to

difcharge faithfully that duty
that I lie under, to do every

thing that may be any ways
for your Highnefs's fervice or

entertainment.

On Monday the adof this in-

ftant, the King received cer-

tain news of the refolution

taken by the States General

to make the office and dig-

nity of the Prince of Orange
hereditary ;

and with this ac-

count, a letter from the States,

defiring paffports for their am-

bafTadors, and an offer to a-

gree to a fufpenfion of arms.

About the fame time, the two

houfes

Londrest Fevr. n,
Monfieur, 1673-4.

1\J'
>

Ayant rien trouve

dans la folitude des

clamps pour me fournir de

pretexte, je n'ay pas auffi

depuis peu pris la liberte que
P. A. Sme. m'a autrtfois

donnee de Fentretenir, mais

ayant ces jours pajjes ren-

contre en ville une grande

conjonfture^ 5? dont fay cm
que F. A. feroit contente de

favoir le detail^ je nay pas
voulu perdre une occafion

quife prefentejipeufouvent*

pourfaire valoir a V. A. la

pajfion que fay eu ft long
terns a me bien acquitter de

toutes fortes de devoirs qui

luy pourroient etre ou defer-
vice ou d'entretien.

Lundi zde. de ce mois> le

Roy receut d'Hollande les

nouvelles affurees de la re-

felution prife par les Etats,
de rendre hereditairc la

charge f? dignite du Prince

d'Orange, y une lettre de
la part des Etats avec la de-

mande des paffeports pour
kurs ambaffadeurs^ 6?

I'offre
d'une fufpenfion d'armes.

Environ le meme terns, les

deux
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houfes of Parliament had for-

mally given the King their ad-

vice to make peace as foon as

poffible, and to enter upon a

treaty upon the foot of thofe

propofitions offered by the

ambatfador of Spain, which

his Majefly had communica-

ted to them, when he afked

their advice. On Tuefday the

3d in the morning, the King
declared in council, that ha-

ving the night before confider-

ed of the importance of the

prefent conjuncture, he had

refolved to avoid all delays by

fending an ambaflTador to Hol-

land, and that he had pitched

upon myfelf for that purpofe.
This refolution of the King's

meeting with the approbation
of the whole council, I had

notice of it, and directions

given me to promote the pro-

ject, and a in purfuance of

his Majefty's defign, 'which

was to conclude the peace,

and fign it at the Hague.

Thurfday the 5th, about noon,
was the time appointed for

my departure. I waited for

my difpatches, but fent my
attendants before, refolving to

follow them port to Harwich

(there being no going down
the river, becaufe the wind
was contrary). I had recei-

ved the money for my equi-

page, and his Majefty's letters,

gnd had luffed the King's and

2 the

deux maifons du Parlement

amount donne au Roy leurs

avis formels de faire la paix
au plutoti & d'entrer en

traite fur les propofitions

offertes far Fambaffadeur

d'Efpagne, lefquellesfa Ma-

jejle leur avoit mife en main

quand il demanda leur avis.

Mardi %me. au matin, le

Roy declara au confeil fecret>

Ojrfayantfonge la nult a Vim-

portance de cetie conjonflure,

il avoit refolu pour eviter les

retardemens, d'envoyer en

Hollande ; & me nomma

pour cette ambaffade. La
chofe ayant rencontre la con-

currence entiere de tous ceux

du confeil, on me manda

auffitot, t? me donna part
de la refolution^ # ordre

tfaffifier a la digeflion du

projet^ fur laquelle fa Ma-

jejte feroit contente que la

paix fefit> & fefjgnat a la

Haye. Jettdy $me. a midy
etoit le terns pris pour mon

departement; 6? en attend-

ant mes depechesfavoisfait

partir mes gens pour les

fuivre en pofte a Harwich

(le vent etant contraire a la

fortie de la riviere). J*a-
vois receu Vargent de mon

equipage^ & les leitres de

fa Majejie, & baije la main

au
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the Duke's hand, when about

ten of the clock in the morn-

ing on the fame Thurfday a

trumpeter arrived from Hol-

land, bringing full and entire

powers to the ambaflador of

Spain to treat here of a peace
and bring it to a conclusion if

it could he done. I immedi-

ately waited upon his Majefty
with this news, and begged
of him to lay afide all regard
to me, and not expofe a trea-

ty of fuch importance to the

accidents of time and voyages,
when it might perhaps be 11-

nifhed here, before I fhould

get even to Harwich, and

when the doing it here at Lon-

don would be more for his

Majefty's honour, than at the

Hague. His Majefty received

me very gracioully, and was

pleafed to fend me forthwith

to the ambaflador of Spain,
to fee his powers, and difco-

ver, as far as 1 could, his in-

ftruclions, to form ajudgment,
whether the peace could be

now concluded. I have laid

before his Majefty my opinion

concerning the validity of his

powers, and the likelihood I

found there was of bringing
this affair to a conclufion here.

Hereupon his Majefty order-

ed me to treat with the am-
baffador ; which I have done

point by point, and we have

brought matters fo well to bear,

that

au Roy & au Due ; quand

fur Us dix heures du matin

duditjeudy, arrivauntrom-

fette d*Hollande^ portant a

rambaffadeur d'Efpagne les

fleins & entiers pouvoirs fi

trailer cj? condurre la paix

icy s*il en pouvoit convenir.

Je nfen allots .aujfitot ait

Roy pour luy porter la nou-

ve/le, k fuppliant de rfa-

voir aucune confederation de

moy en cette affaire, 6f de

n'expofer un traits fi impor-
tant aux accidens du terns

& des voyages^ quand il le

pourroit peut- etre achever

icy devant que je ferois a

Harwichi & meme avec plus
d'honneur a Londres qrfa la

Haye. Sa Majefte le prit
en bonne part* 2? m'envoya

auffitot a rambafiadeur d'E-

fpagne pour voir fes pou-
voirs, s? le fonder tant que

je pourrois fur fes inftrufti-

ons 9 afin de juger s*ily a-

voit apparence de condurre

icy. J'ay rapporte au Roy
mes fentimens fur la validity

des pouvoirs, & rapparence
que fay trouve d'achever

raffaire. Sur cela fa Ma-
jefte m'a charge de la traiter

avec rambajjadeur^ ce que

fay fait de point en point^

&? nous enfcmmssjt bien de-

milss
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hat commilTioners appointed

by his iMajefty, and the am-
budlidor have figned the trea-

ty the Monday following. On

Wednefday Moniieur Sylvius

(who was to have accompani-
ed me to wait on the Prince of

Orange, and congratulate him

on his aca.viion '.o '.he heredi-

tary dignity) wtnt away with

thole compliments of congra-
tul uion, and carried with him
the ratification ^f the treaty ;

fo thar we expect the ratifies-
'

tion back again in two or three

days, ligncd by the States, af-

ter which the peace will be

proclaimt ci
; which, I beg leave

to allure your Highnefs, will

be both honourable and ad-

vantageous to his Majefty.
The affair of the flag arid

Surinam is adjufted intirely
to his Majefty's fatisfaction.

There is fo much the more
likelihood of the continuance

of this peace, becaufe the

Queen of Spain is not only

guarantee of ir, but alfo is ap-

pointed arbitrator of thole

differences which may happen
ai--;ong the comnjfaoners,
which are to be appointed
within three months, to deter-

mine all points concerning
commerce to the Indies, and
the maritime affairs.

miles que les commiffaires
de fa Majefte & Fambaffa-
deur oni Jigne le-iraite le

Lundi fuivant* Mecredl

Monficur Sylvius (qui me de-

voit avoir accompagm pour

rejoilir avec le Prince d*O-

ra:ive de la part de fa Ma-

jejte fur fon avenement a la

dignite hereditaire) par tit

avec les dits compliment^ 3*

la ratification du traite ; de

forte que nous attendons en

deux ou ircis jours que la

ratification viendra de la

part des Etats, s? que la

dejjus la paix fera publiee ;

laquelle je pourrois .ajfurer

V. A. etrefaite honorable s?

avantaguefe pour fa Ma-

Jcfte. L?affaire du pavilion
& de Surinam luy eft tout

accorde entierement a fa fa-

iisfaftion. Auffi il y a tant

plus apparence de la duree,

que la Reine d'Ejpugne ne

foit non jculement conftituee

dans la garantie de la paix^
mais cuffi dans Varbitrage
des differens qui pourroient

fucceder fur une commiffwn

qui fe dotifaire en trois mois

de terns pour decider quelques

points fur la matiere de com-

merce aux Indes^ & de la

marine.
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I thought, that notice of an

affair of this great weight and

confequence to all Chriften-

dom, and 'of the feveral fleps

taken therein, would not be

difagreeable to your Highnefs,
which made me encharge my-
felf with the giving it you ;

intreating your Highnefs, by
thofe fmall fervices, to judge
in what manner, and with

what fatisfaclion, I mould
moft willingly acquit myfelf
in matters of greater concern,

if fortune mould ever be fo

much my friend as to put it in

my power ; for no one can be

with more jufHce, or more

paffion, than myfelf, your
moft ferene Highnefs's moil

humble, &c.

J'ay cru que la notice &
Us mouvemens d'une affaire

fi grande t3 ft import'ante a
toute la Chretiente^ ne fe-

roient pas dejagrcables aV.
A. c'ejt pourquoyfay voulu

m'en charger ; la fuppliant
de juger par ces petits fer-
vices de qudle maniere &
avec quelle fatisfaclion je
w?acquiterois volontiers de

plus grands^ fi la fortune
me feroit jamais fi favora-
ble que de m*en faire naitre

les occajions : car perfonne
ne peut fare avec plus de

juftice ni avec plus de paf-

fion que moy, Monfieur^ de

y. A. Sme. tfc.

Monfteur Gourvilk. A Monfieur Gourville.

LonJon,Feb. I2,N.S. 1673-4.
S I R,

T NEVER entered into an ac-
-*

quaintance with more plea-

lure, nor left off one with

more regret, than yours. I

flatter myfelf, that the begin-

irig of it arofe from that fi-

militude of humours and opi-

nions that is in us ;
as the

interruption of it was owing
to thofe unhappy circum-

flances, which have fo long

kept us afunder. I am not

willing to think myfelf, how-

ever, either fo old, or fo un-

fortunate

LondreSy Fcvr. 1 2, S. N.

Monfieur , 1673-4,

c*fE n'ay fait aucune con-

J noiffance avec plus de

plaifir^ ni perdu aucun com-

merce avec plus de regret que
le votre. Je me flatte tant

que d^attribuer le premier a

quelque refemblance d'Jou-

meurs & d?opinions^ & le

dernier au feul malhcur des

conjontlures qui nous ont

eloigms depuis Ji longtems,

Je ne me wux pas croire en-

core
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fortunate, as to be without

hope of enj ying, once more
in my life, your good com-

pany, which I rather wim
might be inFrance than in any
other place. While 1 live in

the expectation of this plea-

fure, I have given my fon an

advantage which I am not fo

happy as to have myfelf: he

will, at the fame time, give

you an aflu ranee of my ready
fervices, and make you an of-

fer of his own ; that fo the

entire pofleflion you have of

me may, as it were, become
an inheritance. If you have

any commands either for the

father, or fon, I intreat you
to lay them upon us with the

.fame freedom you ever did,

during our long and ftricl:

friendmip in Flanders ; and if

he ftands in need of your pro-

teHon, I aflure myfelf that

you never will refufe it him ;

there being no one in the

world with more efteem and

paflion than myfelf, Sir, your
moft humble and moft obe-

dient fervant, &c.

rtrejivitux nifi malheureux

que de ne vous voir pas en-

core un jour de ma vie, et

faimerois mieux qu'ilfut en

France qu'en tout autre lieu.

Mais en attendantfay vau-

lt* donner a mon fils un a-

vantage que je nepuis pas
avoir moy-meme : il vous

affeurera en meme terns de

mes fervices et vous fera

Voffre desjiens ; a fin que la

poffeffion qus vous avez ac-

quifefi entierement de moy^
vous puijje pajjer en heri-

tage. Si vous avez quelques
commandemens pour le pere
ou le fils, je vous fupplie de

nous en charger avec la

franchife de notre amitie de

Flandres ; et s'il aura be-

foin de votre proteftion^ je

ffay que vous ne la luy re-

fuferez point > puts qu'il n'y
a perfonne qui peut etre a-

vec plus de paffion ni plus

d'eftime que inoy, Mon/ieur,
votre tres humble sf tres

obeiffant ferviteur.

To Sir John Temple.

SIR, London, February 17, 1673-4.'
T Did not think, a fortnight ago, that you would
* hear from me, at this time, from this place, 'ha-

ving been unexpectedly defigned another way, which

you have had fome account of from my lifter j but
VOL. IV. C it
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it fit you receive a more particular one from mtf,

upon an occafion, which I know you will not be dif-

pleafed with, both as to what concerns the public and

myfelf. You will eaiily imagine the neceflities, that

prevailed with the king and his minifrers to fall into

the counfels of making a fudden peace with Holland.

So ibon as this reiblution was taken privately among
them, my lord Arlington fent for me, and told me
of it ; and that, at the fame time, the king and my
lord treafurer, both together, at the foreign com-

mittee (fo as he could not fay, which of them named
me firft) propofed my being lent over upon this occa-

iion , and the king added, that there was no man
elfe to be thought of, and fo had commanded him to

fend for me, and acquaint me with it. I told him, I

mould obey his majefty as became me, and much
the rather upon a point by which I thought he fell

into his true intcrert, wherein my opinions were but

too well known. After this I went to the king, and

laid the fame things, and what elfe I efleemed proper

upon that occafion , and that I would ferve him as

well as I could, though I doubted I was grown a little

ruity by lying ftill fo long , and begun to mrink at

a hard journey in fuch a cruel feafon, after having

given myfelf all the eafe I could for three years at

home. The king fmiled, and faid, he would anfwer

for me. I told him, that would give me confidence ;

but there was another point I defired to govern my-
felf, which was, that my lord Arlington having told

me I was to go ambafiador, I had no mind to charge

myfelf with that character upon fo fudden a journey,
and an affair that

ou^ht
to be fudden too. That the

greateft piece of fervice I had ever done him, in all

my employments abroad, which was that of the triple

alliance, I had treated and conducted in five days,
and with the character of envoy ; and I was confident,
I- could never have done it if I had been ambafiador :

that
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that the ceremonies of it hindered the bufinefs where it

preffed : that having been twice ambaffador, I needed

not to value myfelf upon this occafion, efpecially in

Holland, where I was well enough known ; and there-

fore I defired I might go with the character of envoy

extraordinary, and for this particular affair only of the

pea.ce. That when this was made, his majelty might
fend what perfon, and what character, he pleafed over,

to refide there, and go on with die meafures he Ihould

have taken.

The king feemed very much to approve what I faid ;

and told me, that of ambaffador was only thought
of becaufe I had been ambaffador before, and they

thought I would not be content to go without it ; but

he faw I was a wifer man, and I fliould not lofe by
it ; for, thought I went without the character, yet I

fliould have the pay of an ambaffador ,
and if I fhould

ftay in Holland after the peace was made, I mould

then have the character. Hereupon, in two days time,

my inftructions were drawn up, my fmall equipage

prepared, and my fervants fent before to Harwich,
where I intended to follow pofl the day after ; but I

would not fuffer either my wife or fiiler to engage in

fo hafty a journey, and at fo ill a time of the year ;

though they were neither of them willing to let me go

away alone, out of care of my health, which I pro-
mifed to take myfelf, and deferve their good opinion
in it.

The very day I was to go, came in an exprefs from

Holland, with full powers from the ftates to the mar-

quis of Frefno (the Spanifh ambaffador here) to treat

and conclude the peace. My lord Arlington immedi-

ately acquainted me with it, and defired I would go
to the king, who was then at the houfe of lords, and

tell him this new incident, and know his pleafure upon
it , his lordfhip feeming a little in pain at my part in

it ; but I told him, I thought the bufinefs had this

C 2 way
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way a better turn than they themfelves had given it ;

that it would not only be difpatched here with lefs

time, but with more honour to his majefty than at

the Hague; that, for my part, I was fo far from

being difappointed, that I was very glad of it ; that I

confefied I wifhed the thing ; but fo it were done, was
not fond of having any part in it ; and therefore was
of opinion, they mould prefently fall in treaty with

the marquis, and fo I would go and tell the king.
I will not tell you how pleafed my lord Arlington

was with this anfwer, nor how obliging things he faid

to me upon it ; but I was forry he knew me fo ill as

not to expect it, the thing being fo right. I went to

the king, faid the fame to him, which found the fame

reception ; and he told me, though I did not treat it

at the Hague, yet he was fure I mould treat it here y

and accordingly he lent for the marquis that afternoon,
and told him, he would fend me to him that evening
to fall into the treaty ; and that, if he could agree
with me, he mould reckon upon the thing as done.

.

I had my orders, went to the marquis, and we con-

cluded all points in three days, though there was one
of fome difficulty : the inftruments were difpatched
with the .fame diligence, and figned by the marquis
and the king's commifTioners ; and fo that great
affair ended, to the infinite fatisfaction of all people
here, as I doubt not it will be in Spain and Holland^
and give a great turn to the conjunctures abroad.

Some days after this conclulion, my lord Arlington
told me, the king thought fit to recal Sir William

Godolphin out of Spain upon feveral confiderations,
but chiefly upon reports that had run of his religion,
which would not be very pleafmg to the parliament,
with whom the king was refolved to live well \ and
therefore had ordered him to make me the offer of go-

ing into Spain. That having been ambafTador in or-

dinary fo long ago, the king thought it was but reafon

I fhould
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I fhould make fome advance, and fo would have

me go ambafTador extraordinary j which, to that

crown, was the employment of moft dignity, and
moil advantage of any other abroad.

I defired his lordfhip to make his majefty my moft
humble acknowledgments for fo many iiich unfolight
for honours, which were beyond what 1 could deferve.

But that the thing was new ; and that I had learnt, by
a Spaniih proverb, not to make a fudden anfwer to a

fudden queftion , that, befides, the journey was long,
and you formerly had an averfion to my undertaking
it , that I could not do it now without firft confult-

ing you, whom I would not difobey ; that I therefore

defired his lordfhip to excufe my anfwering the king
till I had written, and had an anfwer from you.

This is all I have to fay, but that I leave it with

you, to confult, if you pleafe, with my brother, and
fend me your refolution as foon as you can. I find

my wife inclined to it, both upon refpects of advan-

tages to my fortune and my health, which me thinks

fuffered much in Holland. My fifler, though the bet-

ter Spaniard, has no great mind to it. For my own

part, I am pretty indifferent ; I like the climate
-,
but

you know I never cared for a remove, being ever apt
to like the place and condition I am in ; and if I have
a mind to mend it, I believe I cannot want occafions,

upon this great revolution, and the return of our
councils to the point where I left them three or four

years ago.
I mall give you no farther trouble at this time, but

exped your anfwer j and remain ever, Sir, your, &c.
t
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To the Prince of Orange*

S I R, London, February 28, 1673-4.
T Thought your highnefs would not be difpleafed
^ with receiving thofe marks of kindnefs from his

majefty and the duke, which they intended you by
me, though you have, I know, received others of a

frefher date. Therefore, by leave from them both,

I fend you inclofed the letters I had the honour to be

charged with when I kiffed their hands upon my in-

tended journey into Holland. The compliments I was

commanded to carry your highnefs from their mouths

(befides what went from their hands) were, I will

afliire you, very particular, especially thofe from his

majefly ; to tell you how great an inducement to the

peace your highnefs's advancement to the hereditary

dignity had been, and with how much more confi-

dence he could now fall into good meafures with

Holland than before. And thofe from the duke,
when at the end of a great deal fpoken very kindly,
he bid me allure you, that he looked upon your high-
nefs's interefh as the fame with the king's and his

own , and that if there were any thing wherein you
could life his fervice you might be fure of it. I

replied,
*

Pray, Sir, remember, there is nothing you
*

except, and you do not know how far a young prince's
* defire may go ; but I am refblved to tell him what
*
you fay, and, if there be occafion, to be a witnefs of

*
it.' The duke fmiled,

c
Well, well, you may tell

* him what I bid you :' upon which I faid,
c At leaft

*
I will tell the prince, that you fmiled when I told

*

you fo, which, \ am fure, is a great deal better than
* if you had frowned.' I know your highnefs will

eafily pardon me for entertaining you with thefe cir-

cumftances; but I will fay no more of this kind unlefs

you give me encouragement, nor of any other, to in-



to the King, the Prince of Orange, &c. 23

creafe your trouble at this time, unlefs it be, that if

in any thing, either fmall or great, your highnefs can

find my fervices ufeful to you here, you will ever find

them at your devotion, in a manner very particular *

and that no man alive can be with more pafiion, or

more truth, Sir, your highnefs's mod obedient and

moft humble fervant.

To Sir John Temple.

SIR, London, March 27, 1674.
TTPON your expreflion of fo much diflike to^

my journey into Spain, I acquainted the king
with it ; and gave that for the only reaibn of my ex-

cufing myfelf from it. I made his majefty, at the

fame time, the greateft acknowledgments I could, for

the honour he had done me by the offer of it; and

afiured him, how glad I mould be to deferve fo

good an opinion, as he had pleafed to exprefs, in

thinking me worthy of an employment, which, for

my own part, I efteemed one of the beft he had to

give. The king was pleafed to reply very gracioufly,
that he thought fo too, but yet he intended me a bet-

ter
-,

that he had been long engaged in the remove at

prefent defigned, but that upon the next, he was re-

folved I mould have it. He v/as pleafed to fay no

more, but walked away ; and I leemed to take no
notice of what he meant. But the day after, I told

all that had palled to my* lord Arlington : he feemed

a good deal furprized at my refufmg the Spanifh em-

bafly, and faid, he believed the king had few iubjecls

that would not be glad of it ; that he had fo little

expected it, that he had told the .marquis of Frefno

of the king's refolution in it ; that, for Ms own part,

unlefs I v/as lure of his fecretary's place, he fhoukl

iot yet advife me to refufe the other,

C 4 Thii
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This was faid with a face, and in a way, fomething

graver than his has been of late towards me, and, I

confefs, furprized me more than he pretended I had

done him. I told him, that I did not at all know what

he meant by faying, if I were not fure of his fecretary's

place : that it was a thing I never had once in my
thoughts, but when he had put it there a great while

ago, upon the refolution of SirJohn Trevor's coming
into the other : that my circurnflances had been fmce

much changed, and he knew I had thought of nothing
but my garden and a private life for thefe three or

four years paft, till the king lent for me upon this

peace with Holland : that he knew what had pafied

fmce, and he knew all, for I was no man of myftery
nor intrigue : that -I went abroad when the king called

me, and I liked my errand ; and when thefe did not

happen, I flayed at home. But I was {lill defirous to

know what gave him occafioi\ of faying that to me ;

for what the king had faid could not be interpreted to

mean any fuch thing.
He told me, that he knew I was related to my lord

treafurcr, and heard I was much in his favour ; that

he was now the great man, and could do what he

pleafed, and thought he might do this among other

things : and could not imagine I would refufe the

Spanifh embafTy unlefs my lord treafurer and I

had agreed upon the other. I found where this matter

pinched, and faid, fmiling, that he was never more
miftaken in his life \ that it was true, my v/ife was
related to my lord treafurer, and that we were great

companions when we were both together young tra-

vellers and tennis players in France ; but that for near

twenty years paft
we had not at all fallen in one an-

other's way, till upon what had pafled fmce the late

councils, about a peace with Holland, in ^vvhich our

opinions feemed to agree-, that, fmce, we had met

fometimes, but not often, nor in any confidences ;

thai;
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that I knew he was a great man, but could not tell

yet to what points of the compafs he intended to fteer ;

that I left him, as I did every body elfe, to take his

own meafures, and for mine, he knew very well how
little I troubled my friends about them.

Upon this he began with another countenance, than

in the beginning of this converfation, to tell me, that

he eafily believed all I told him ; that he was fo far

from difliking my being well with my lord treafurer,

how ill foever he was with me, that he advifed me, as

a friend, to be as well with him as I could : that he

confeiled he thought I might have entered with him
into a concert of getting into this place inftead of Sir

Jofeph Williamfon, which would have been no injury
to him, for he knew I would not think of it but

upon the fame terms as the other : that fmce we were

fallen into this difcourfe, he would go farther with

me, and tell me, it was true he had a good while had

a mind to leave the toil of his place, and, perhaps,
the envy ; and fo had agreed with Sir Jofeph William-

fon to come in, and give him fix thoufand pounds
when my lord St. Albans mould be willing to part
with the chamberlain's ftaff, for which he was to give
him ten : that my lord St. Albans had been of late

very much unrefolved in this matter, and he knew
not when he would fix , that whenever he did, he

was engaged in the other to Sir Jofeph Williamfon,

by the king's confent, and would do nothing to break
it. But if I had a mind, and could make intereft

enough in my lord treaiurer to turn it another way,
and bring my lord St. Albans to a refolution, he

would leave me wholly to play my own game -, and,
for his own part, it fhould be all one to him from
whom he received the fix thoufand pounds ; and he.

would not only be paflive in it, but if the king fhould

afk his opinion, as to the fitnefs or capacity of the

perfons,
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perfons, he would tell it him freely, with all the pre-

ference to me that I deferved.

I gave his lordfhip many thanks for the kindneis

and franknefs of this difcourfe ; but I told him, I

believed it need go no farther: that, for my own

part, I was both againft his going out of the fecre-

tary's place, and againft my own, or any body's,

coming into it for money ; and I ended this converfa-

tion with faying a great deal to difiuade him from

leaving his place.
About three or four days after, Mr. Sidney told me,

that my lord Arlington had fpoken to Mr. Mountague
about what had pafled between us, and with a great
deal of kindnefs of me, efpecially for being fo earned

with him to keep his place, and the reafons I had

given him for it ; but yet in the belief that I ought
not to neglect this occafion, becaufe he was refolved.

Mr. Sidney was mighty earneft with me to refolve too ;

and next day Mr. Mountague fpoke to me himfelf,

and believed nothing could flick with me, unlefs it

were taking up the money ; he offered to help me to

it, which was more than I had reafon to expect from
him or any man elfe. My wife is enough inclined I

fhould do it, though me and my children run mofl

hazard in it, if I fhonld die, and leave my eftate

charged with fuch a debt, which, though fmall at

prefent, yet, I thank God, is clear. For my own

part, I confefs, I find no motions about me towards

it, and fhould have thought the Spanifh embafly a

much better employment. I have ever detefted the

cuftom grown amongft us of felling places, and much
more thofe of fo much importance to the crown. I

think it no
great honour to be preferred before Sir

Jofeph \Villiamfon, and yet I would not do him an

injury neither, as this would feem to be. I have feen

fuch changes at court, that I know not yet what to

make of this laft \ and flill remember poor Monfieur

dc
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de Witt's word of, fluctuation perpetuelle dans la con-

duite tfAngleterre \ which of all things in the world I

am not made for, and had rather, once for all, break

my head with going on, than be wrenching myfelf

continually with fudden turns. I need fay no more

of this matter; it lies before you. Pray pleafe to talk

with my brother about it ; it is what the family is con-

cerned in more than I ; and, therefore, pray let me
receive your judgment upon it, which in this, as all

things elfe, mall ever have the greateft weight
Sir, your obedient foil,

Vo Sir John Temple.
thrn,

z

S I R, Sheen, May 16, 1674.
T Have wholly followed your opinion, both in de-
*

dining the motion about the fecretary's place, and
in fixing that of Holland ; fmce I find that the only

prefent employment you are content with for me, and

you are not content with none. My lord Arlington
feemed to take what I faid to him upon both very

indifferently, and though at firft he raifed a fcruple
about my going into Holland, in regard of a certain

lord's having been very hot for fome time in the

purfuit of it, yet when I perfifted in it, upon the

king's having in February defigned me for it of his

pwn motion, he advifed me to take rny meafures, as

well as I could, with my lord treafurer about the

main point, which was what related to the exchequer ;

and fr- the king, he knew very well there would be
no cDifficulty . Both thefe are now fettled ; the king
has refolved to fend me over ambafTador extraordinary
to the States, and my lord treafurer is, after fome

conteft, fallen into the terms I infifled, which is, to

equal me with the other embaffies of the crowns
-,

and fo I engaged in my preparations for this journey.
His majeitv is refolved I mall offer his meditation to

6 the
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the States in their prefent war with France. If it be

accepted by them and all the parties, I reckon he will

be mailer of the peace, and the parties be hindered

from making their feparate treaties, when they are

once engaged in a general one. I hope you will like

what is done as much as you feemed before to delire

it ; which is all I aik, and leave the reft to God Al-

mighty for what is to come.

I refolve to take my whole family over ; but yet
that my wife and fon mall firft make you a vifit, fmce

I fee you will not think of coming over. It is their

turn now, and my fifter and I will go firft into Hol-

land , though we fhould both be very glad to wait

upon you again, if it could have been allowed us. But

my wife will not confent to my going without either

her or my fifter ; and me has a great mind to carry
over her fon to you herfelf, after having been fo long
in France, and. at an age when commonly the great

changes are made, which you will judge of when you
fee him. I fhall at prefent give you no farther trouble

than the profeflions of my being ever, Sir, your &c.

To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

SIR, Hague, July 17, N. S. 1674.

I
Ordered an account of my arrival here on Friday
laft to be given Mr. Cook by that night's poft,

which being all I had then to fay, I thought might
well fave you any farther trouble at that time. On

Saturday morning I fent to the penfioner Fagel, to

defire an hour of feeing him fome time that day ; he

excufed it, but fent me word withal, that he would

not fail of coming to me fome time in the evening;
which he performed in a vifit about two hours lono;.

After the compliments on both fides, I fell upon thefe

points with him : the fatisfaction his majefty had re-

ceived in the late peace with the ftates
-,

his defires and

refolu-
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refolutions to continue and cultivate it ; the reafon he

had to content himfelf with the pofture and advan-

tages in which he flood, by a peace with all his neigh-

bours, while they were all engaged in a war ; that,

if his bounty and piety did not prevail with him far-

ther than his interefts, he mould fit down with his

own peace, and not trouble nimfelf farther about that

of Chriftendom ; but thefe difpofitions, and the defire

of fo general a good, had engaged him to offer his

mediation in the prefent quarrels ; that it had been

accepted by France, and promifed to be confidered of

by the emperor and Spain, in concert with their

allies : that the ftates ambafTadors in England, who
underftood our conftitution, and the difpofitions of

the king our mafter, better than flrangers could do,

had promifed all their offices, that his majefty's offer

might be accepted here, and that the parties might
confent to the choice of London for the place of treaty ;

and thereupon I had brought over a letter from his

majefty to the ftates, with the offer of his media-

tion ; that they ought to believe, that, if his majefty
were partial to any fide, it muft be to that wherein his

own nephew was fo nearly concerned ; and that
they

ought to think fo the rather, fmce his majefty made
the offers of mediation at a time when all the advan-

tages of the war had run fo high on the French fide
>

and were, in all appearance, likely to do fo ftill ; that,

perhaps, if his majefty had feen Flanders like to be

defended by the arms of the confederates, he might
have fpzred or delayed this office ; that they k'new he

underftood his intereft too well,: to be content to fee

Flanders loft ; and that his honour would not .fuffer

him, no more than the condition in which the laft

war hath left him, to go about preferring it any other

way, than that of a peace : that his majefty would be

very glad fuch a one might be made, as would leave

Flanders in a better pofture of defending itfelf, than
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it was before, by laying the Spanifh territories together
more in a round than the laft peace left them

-, and,
that when this mould be concluded, I did not doubt,
but they would find his majefty ready to enter into

the beft and ftrongeft guaranties of it they could

defire.

I need not trouble you, to tell you how this matter

paffed between us ; but fum up together what all I

drew from him in the laft conference amounted to.

He firft gave me thanks for the advice I had given
their ambafTadors there, and faid, he mould be glad
I would always be their counfellor, how they ought to

comport themfelves to his majefty upon all occafions.

He fell into a relation of the forces of their prefent

league, especially by the conjunftion of the duke of

Brandenburgh, whofe treaty with the emperor and

them, he affured me, was absolutely concluded, fo as

to bring them into an offenfive part of the war : that

though they could not expect another fo great con-

juncture, and had but too great teftimonies of the ill-

will of France, particularly to this ftate, yet they had

no other thoughts but only of gaining fuch a peace,
as might leave them and their allies out of danger

upon a new invafion from France : that, for their

own part, they had recovered all they had loft, except
Grave, which they hoped fuddenly for a good account

of, being already invefted by Monfieur Ralenhoupt ;

for Maftricht they had given up by agreement to the

Spaniards : that it was impofiible for them to leave

their allies, who, under God, had faved their ftate

from abfolute ruin ; but whatever terms of peace they
would confent to, would fatisfy -the States : that they
believed Spain would be moderate ; and though their

treaty with that crown obligeth them to the terms of

the Pyrennees, yet there is a claufe, which alloweth it

to be altered by confent : that they apprehend Sweden
as too partial to France, but are content to make his

majefty
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majefty arbiter in all their affairs ; and to this end,

that they were refolved to accept of the mediation,

were willing that London fhould be the place of con-

grefs,
and that they would leave it to his majefty there,

either to propofe the fcheme of a peace himfelf, or to

retrench and adjuft, according to his prudence and

equity, what propofitions mould be made on each fide

by the parties themfelves : that they would perform
all the offices they could, to induce the emperor and

Spain to agree with them in thefe points, both by the

ftates writing effectually to their minifters in thole

two courts, and by his fpeaking earneilly both with

the Imperial and Spanifh minifters here : that he was

fatisfied how fafe their intereft would lie in his ma-

jelly's hands
-,
and that this ftate would ever make it

their endeavour to deferve the friendfhip and protec-
tion of the crown of England, by which they knew
it could beft be preferved, as well as it had at firit

been raifed.

After this conference with the penfioner, I thought
it beft to neglect no time in the delivery of my letters,

and fo went that evening to the prefident of the week
and put into his hands, both that of credence, and
the other of mediation ; which were both received by
him with great applaufes upon the fubject of the

peace, and the recovery of his majeftyV favour and

friendihip to this ftate.

Upon Sunday afternoon, the prefident, to whom I

had delivered my letters, came to me, and told me,
he was ordered by the ftates-general to attend me
with the account of their having perufed his majefty'?
letters , upon the firft, he made me their compliments,
which being chiefly perfonal, need no relation. Upon
the letters which carried his majefty's offer of media-

tion, he faid, Without doubt, the States would receive

it with joy and with thanks ; but being engaged
.to feveral allies, they could not do it without ririt

com-
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communicating it to them ; which they would do

immediately, and in fuch a manner, as they queftioned
not to induce them to accept it too. I told him,
that the emperor and Spain having put their delay in

accepting of it upon their allies, by whom I under-

ftood the ftates to be meant , I expefted, at leaft,

that the ftates would have accepted it, as to them-

felves, or their part in the quarrel. But he faid, that

itfelf could not be done by their agreement, without

a communication, which they hoped his rmijefty would
not interpret ill, fmce it could produce but the delay
of fome few days, and was meant to extend the ac-

ceptance of their allies. I defired him to let the

ftates know, however, what I had expefted in this

point ; and afked him, whether they would not have

been glad, that upon his majefty's offer of mediation

to all the parties, France had refufed it, or made dif-

ficulties upon it, and the confederates had accepted
it with the beft grace that could be ? he confefled he

would; upon which, I told him, Then they had
reafon to be forry that juft the contrary had hap-

pened. He feemed to be touched, and faid, he would
likewife report this to the ftates.

I have not fmce been able to fee the penfioner, nor

the prefident of the week ; and therefore mall only

fay in general, that though the affurances I received

from the firft, and the account I had from the laft,

feem a little different ; yet I am confident his majefty

may reckon that an obftruclrion of the peace will not

arife from hence. For, befides the general difpofi-

tions and interefts of traders, and the jealoufies natural

between the civil and military power; I find their

payments are on all hands too great to be long con-

tinued ; their hopes are very moderate from the fuc-

ceffes of their armies or fleets ; and I fee no advan-

tages that they propofe to themfelves, though both

fhould profper, befide the running France a little

2 more
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more out of breath, fo that the peace may be proba-
ble to laft the longer.

I find the penfioner is the great man here, and acts

all under the prince's influence, though not without

fome diftafte among the richer fort of people in the

towns. He is a perfon whofe difpofitions may, I am
confident, be proved to make him as partial to

England, as thofe of his predeceiTor were efleemed to

France, in cafe there were any composition of thofe

two interefls here. The point upon which I judge
this to turn chiefly, is that of religion, in which I find

him, by his difcourfes, very warm ; and hear by
others that he hath it very much at heart. I am
ever, Sir, your molt,

To the Prince of Orange.

May it pleafe your Highnefs, Hague, Aug. i, 1674,

npHough I could not kifs your highnefs's hands,
*

in the way I defired, immediately upon my ar-

rival here, yet I could not forbear the doing of it this

way, upon the very firft occafion ; and aflfuring your
highnefs, with how much ambition, both of attend-

ing and ferving you, I enter upon this employment ;

which, without thefe motives, would be but a point
of mere obedience, and not at all of inclination. This,
I am fure, your highnefs will believe, when I have
the honour of entertaining you upon thofe points,
wherein his majeily has pleafed to inftruft me, and
which makes me fo impatient to attend you, that I

mall not ftay to fatisfy the forms here, but only to re-

cover health enough for another journey and pafTage
of fea, that ufed me very ill. I hope this will happen
within a day or two, and give me the occafion both of

acquitting myfelf of his majefly's commands, and
of expreinng fome part of that devotion wherewith I

VOL. IV. D have
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have been fo long, and Ihall be ever, Sir> your hign-

nefs's, &c.

To the Prince of Orange.

May it pleafe your Highnefs, Hague, Aug. 18. 1674.
VS7Hatever the fuccefTes of the late battle have

been, or the confequences fhall prove, your

highnefs may be content to hear from a plain man,
and who has no vein of flattery about him, that the

accounts of your friends, your allies, and your ene-

mies, how much foever they differ in other points*

yet agree perfectly in giving your highnefs all the

applaufes and renown upon this occafion, that are due

to the greateft captain and boldeft foldier. I cannot

but give your highnefs the joy of it, and put you ia

mind, at the fame time, how reafona'ble it is, that in

fuch adventures hereafter, you fliould manage your
life fomething the better, for having managed your

glory fo well in this *. 'Tis not fit to give your high-
nefs longer interruptions, and therefore I Ihall end

this with my wifties for your fafety, fmce thofe for

your fortunes and honour have fucceeded fo well.

I am ever, with that devotion and truth which become

me, Sir, your highnefs's moft humble and moft

obedient fervant.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Hague, September 4, N- S. 1674.
T Was very glad to find, by yours of the nth paft,
* the good intentions with which the marquis de

Frefno parted from you. If he can infufe them into the

mmifters at Madrid, it will be a great point gained
toward the peace, and fuch as, joined to the difpofitions

* The battle of Stneffe.

WC
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we fhall meet here, will not leave room for the impe-
rial councils to avoid the progrefs of it. In the dif-

courfes I hold here upon tnis fubject with the chief

perfons of the itates, when I tell them how the peace
is like to be hindered by interefts wholly foreign to

theirs, it is grown a common word amongil them, Js
ne dis mot, mats je voudrois fort la paix : and you may
certainly reckon upon all that can be done towards it

from hence, when this campaign ends ; and before

that, I am apt to think fo much that nothing will be

done, as to believe the Ids 'tis offered at the better.

Sir Gabriel Sylvius left the prince in the .belief, that

there would be another battle ^ and they tell me here,
there is fome great defign refolved of by the confede-

rates, which muft be fuddenly executed ; becaufe all

agree, that the imperial troops have orders to march
towards the Rhine by the middle of next month. Sir

Gabriel tells me likewife, that at his coming away, he
afked the prince, whether he would be willing I mould
come to him any where while he continued in the field ?

but that his highnefs anfwered, ^tfilferoit fort eloigney

& fes marches incertaines^ que la campagne s'acbevroit

bientot^ & qu
9

alors il me verroit a la Hayc. - Notwith-

ftanding all this, which is no more than I have known

long enough, yet I have fo well followed your lord-

fhip's advice, in underftanding what had paiTed, juft
as the prince was willing I mould, that I am pretty
confident I mail be as well with him at his return as

the king can wifh, for the advance of the fervice I have

in charge. I am allured by one, to whom monfieur

de Mareftes (the French minifter here, who has great
credit with the prince) told it a little before his high-
nefs left the Hague, that upon difcourfe, in private,

concerning the affairs of England, and my coming
over, the prince faid, Qdil avoit telle opinion de ma

probite qu
9

il croiroit tout ce que je lui dirois la-deffus :

what the late accident between us may have produced,
D 2 I know
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I know not , but by a letter I received this morning,
in anfwer to one I wrote upon the late fight, I could

not believe any thing amifs there. I fend your lord-

Ihip a copy of it, becaufe this is his own, though the

laft might veiy well be another ftyle, as you guefTed.
I likewife inclofed what I faid to the ftates at my

audience, which I hope his majefty will find conform-

able to what he intended, which I mould be glad to-

know ; and for the reft of that troublefome ceremony,
I will only tell you, that it patted very well on all

fides, and I am lure on mine, with a great deal more

expence than any embafly I have ever feen here ; which

(confidering the courfe of my natural humour, whea
I am private) his majefty may very well attribute ta

the regard of his honour ; that ought to be the greater,
the worfe I found the reprefentations made from Eng-
land hkher, of die pofture of our affairs, and efpecially
of the revenue. After this, I am like to be idle for a

month or fix weeks, that is till the return of the

prince ; and if I am left to myfelf, I will not be too

bufy, which is a part rather over-acted by my brother

ambafTador here, upon the point of mediation, and is

grown to be taken for fo much of little to the purpofe.
But when the prince comes, if his majefty gives me
leave to take my times and ways, and continues in the

mind I left him, of defiring fuch a peace as might
leave Flanders defenfible, and can but procure powers
from Spain to any perfon within my reach here ; I am
pretty confident, by all the profpecls I have on every
fide, that it will be a bufmeis within compafs. I am
not lefs confident of fetting all things right between his

. majefty and the prince, and thereby preventing the

feeds of any future mifchiefs in the royal family ; both

which works I defire you will afTure his majefty, mail

be purfued with all my ikill and induftry, and in the

ways I conceive moft conducing to their fuccefs , and
if I have the honour of atchicving them, it will be

enough
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enough for fuch a Flife as mine ; and the king will

then give me leave, I hope, to go and fleep at home,
and leave my fon in a bufy world, which requires
men fpirited with fome other heats than I have about

me. If upon his coming over, you can find any thing

you would have faid to me, tho' he be young, yet I

am pretty confident he may be trlifted with it , for he

has a good plain fleady head, and is defirous to do
well.

I do not trouble you with any current news, having
caft a digeftion of all that occurs here of that kind

upon my fecretary *,
as being unwilling to anfwer for

what one hears, though perhaps it may be fit to tell

with the very uncertainties that attend it. However,
J take care he mall be as well informed as can be

compafled in this place. I am ever, moft affecTionately,

your, &V.

To my Lord Keeper.

My Lord, Hague, Sept. 4, N. S. 1674.
T Know fo well how many neceffary troubles attend
*

fo great perfons as your lordfhip, that I have been

very unwilling at all to encreafe them by any that are

unnecefTary from hence ; and fuch, I am fare, all

muft be that come this way, fmce yonr lordfhip has

whatever you are content to be troubled with of my
conftant difpatches to Mr. Secretary. However, I

could not fatisfy myfelf to be wholly out of your

memory, and therefore refolved to make an ill way to

it rather than none ; tho' I had much rather put in my
claim to it, by ferving your lordfhip, than by trou-

bling you. The difpolitions here are ftrong towards

a peace, and, I hear, they are not weak in France.

Spain would be glad to make a good war, but fears

an ill one ; which, by the divifion of their councils

and minifters, may well fall to their mare. The empe-
D 3 ror
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ror is moft eager of the four to keep up the ball
t

being armed at others cofl, and growing into greater
connderation by it at home, whatibever he does abroad,

Sweden would, I believe, be glad to draw the Hakes

they have in their keeping, without entering into the

game ; and
though they have treaties concluded with

France, and begin to arm with their money, yet they

prefs on the mediation with all the inftances they can,

in hope that way to excufe themfelves from any mare

jn this year's action. Denmark only obferves the

motion of that crown, and will be ever in the other fcale.

The prince of Orange is, I doubt, refolved to have

more honour yet before this campaign ends, though he

had his full fhare of it in the lafl action of Seneffe, and

more than his mare of the danger. This makes us

here expect another battle or fiege very fuddenly ; and
while ib great Adventures are ftirring, no man can

judge the events of the year. I incloie a copy of

what I faid to the flates laft week at my public
audience, that yourlordihip may judge whether it be

conformable to his majefty's intentions, which you
are better acquainted with.

Among the many pieces of juftice your lordfhip
does every day to indifferent men, I hope you will not

refufe me that of believing me always what I am with

paflion and truth, my lord, your lordlhip's mofl;

faithful, and moil humble fervant.

To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

S I R, Hague, Sept. 17, N. S. 1674.

*~pHIS clay I received a viiit from the penfioner^
* wherein he told me, firft, that by letters from

Vienna he had great hopes given him, that his majefty's
mediation would be accepted by that court, and that

this advice was feconded by the emperor's miniilers

}iere -, though he faid, he found by both, that his

majefly's
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tnajefty's fubjefts having had fo great a fhare in the

laii acftion between monfienr Turenne and the imperial

forces, was taken very unkindly by that court, and

other princes of the empire. He told me befides, that

he had a particular advice from the ftates minifters at

Vienna, that monfieur PufFendorf, the Swedifh envoy
there, endeavoured under-hand all he could to hinder

the accepting his majefly's mediation by that court,

which he (the penfioner) could not apprehend the

reafonof; unlefs it were, that the Swedes had no mind
to fee the prefent game end without making yet fome
more advantages of it ; or that they had a deiire to re-

main the fole arbiter of the Muniler peace ^ whereas,
the interpretation of fome articles of it might be refer-

red to his majefly, in cafe his mediation mould now
be accepted by the empire. But upon this point the

penfioner concluded, that if this matter ihould be much

longer delayed, by either the court at Vienna, or

Madrid, this ftate would let them know, that they

abfolutely accepted his majefty's mediation, which he

did not doubt would be followed by a concurrence

from them both.

After this, he told me, that upon the reprefentations
he had made to the prince of what had palled between

us here upon the fubvect of the peace, he had received

orders from his highnefs to come to me, and defired

to know more particularly what his majefty's inten-

tions were in this matter, and upon what terms his

majefty defired the peace mould be made ; and to

aifure me, that when he knew them, his highnefs
would endeavour that this ftate Ihould comply all

that could be with them , and that, as to what con-

cerned themfelves, he knew they would be content to

leave all to his majefty's own arbitrage ; and he did

not doubt, though they could not treat apart from
their allies, yet they might go a great way in difpoiing
them to receive any overture that Ihould be made of a

D 4 fafe
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fafe and lading peace. He told me farther, that his

orders from the prince were to enter into this matter

only with me, and without the communication of their

ambafiadors in England, becaufe he thought it was
the better, the fewer hands it paired.

I told the penfioner, I would not fail letting his

majefty know all that he had faid to me from the

prince, and returning him an anfwer more particular-

ly, fo foon as I received it ; in the mean time, I was

fure, that it would be taken kindly by his majefty ;

and that the more confidence he exprefled of the king's
kindnefs to him, as well as of the juftice in the bufi-

nefs of the mediation, the more reafon he would
have to rely upon both. That for the terms of the

peace, I could only fay in general, that his majefty
defired, as well as they, that it may be lafting and

fafe, being equally concerned in preferring Flanders,
which was only in danger ; but for particulars, I

thought it was not the part of a mediator to propofe
the terms, but rather receive fuch as Ihould be pro-

pofed by both parties, and endeavour to agree them,

by moderating what fhould feem exceflive, and find-

ing expedients for what was difficult in either of thefe

demands. That on the French fide, all being in the

hands of one prince, it might be refolved in a day ;

but the interefts and intentions of feveral confederates

were harder to agree upon ; and therefore I thought the

proportions towards a peace ought to begin from

thence; which if his majefty were once poflefTed of,

he would endeavour to make them go as far as they
could with France ; therefore I told him, that as I

would tranfmit to his majefty the prince's defire of

knowing the king's intentions in this matter, fo they

ought" to know what terms Spain propofed to them-

felves, after a campaign paft with fo great expectation
and fo little advantage on the confederate fide.

The
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The penfioner told me, I had reafon in all I faid,

and that he would fpeak with don Emanuel de Lyra,
who he found had Ib good credit in this court, that

he had never yet been difavowed in any thing he had

undertaken for. He faid, he knew it was a difad-

vantageous time for them to talk of a peace now,
but that, he hoped, they might yet have fome fuc-

cefs before the campaign ended, which he defired for

nothing fo much, as for the fooner obtaining the

peace, fmce it might look unreafonable for them to

demand the reftitution of places conquered in Flanders

laft war
-,
and yet it was abfolutely unfafe for them to

have that country in the pofture it was upon the

treaty of Aix ; that if this could be admitted, they were

fure of the peace, for he had received new inftances

from the count d'Eftrades, by the penfioner of Mae-
ftricht, who had been with him again that very morn-

ing, and affured him, that what the count propofed
was not only from himfelf, but by orders from his

mailer ;- and hereupon he repeated to me what I

wrote to you before of that propofition, which was

grounded upon the treaty of Aix, the reftoring com-
merce to the ftate as it was in 1662 , and Maeftricht

to the prince of Orange, but not to the Spaniard.
From this he fell into the fcheme of their prefent
affairs, alluring himfelfof Grave in a fortnight's time ;

of the imperial army on the Rhine growing very

ftrong, and monfieur Turenne's very weak, as like-

wife monlieur Schornberg's in Roufillon, where the

campaign was but now beginning ; and for the reft,

excufmg, as well as he could, the ill fuccefs of their

fleet under monfieur de Ruyter, and
faying, they

fliould draw four thoufand men out of it upon their

coming home for re-inforcing their armies ; and a

great deal of this kind, which fignified no more

^ the refolution ofmaking the reft of this campaign,
i In
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In the mean time, his majefly has it in his choice

to open a negotiation of the peace, either by telling
them here his own thoughts or intentions as to the

terms of it, or elfe, by receiving from them fuch

proportions upon it, as may be firil digefted here be-

tween don Emanuel de Lyra and the penfioner, and

this I mail endeavour all I can to bring to fome
head ; and, let it be as rough as it will at firft, it

will be the proper part of a mediator afterwards to

work it into the beil form that it is capable of re-

ceiving. For this end I am refolved to find out

fome expedient or other to meet with don Emanuel
de Lyra, who hath not yet feen me, upon the points
of ceremony that lie between our characters. For the

prefent, I mall only fay, upon the whole matter, that

I believe, in cafe France can be induced to leave fuch

a frontier in Flanders as may be thought defenfible,

and fo leave no fufpicions of their defign to begin a

new war when they are in a better pofture, and thefe

countries in a worfe to purfue it , the bufinefs of the

peace will hardly fail, nor any interefl, either private
or foreign, prevail with this ftate to go on with the

war. But, on the other fide, if this point cannot be

gained, I believe the difpofitions here, how paffionate

foever towards a peace, will not have the force to

bring it about; but that they will rather content

themfelves to lelTen their own charge, by fending out

no more fleets, and only maintaining a body of five-

and- twenty or thirty thoufand men at land, which,
as auxiliary forces, may, upon occafion, join with

the Imperial or Spanifh troops, who fhall be left as

principal in the war. I am ever, Sir, your, &c.
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To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

SIR, Hague, September 13, N. S. 1674.
T N one of my late letters I gave you notice of the
*
many complaints made me by the Englifh mer-

chants here, concerning the feizure of their mips by
the French and Spanilh privateers, to the great dif-

couragement of our trade, and damage of his maje-

fty's fubjects. The merchants here were not content,
it feems, with the promifes I made them of repre-

fenting this matter to the king -,
but have fmce fent

me a formal petition upon this fubject (which I here

inclofe) and written to me, at the fame time a very
earneft letter to recommend it to your favour, which
I could not refufe to do, believing it indeed myfelf
to be a bufinefs of the fame confequence they repre-
fent it, and therefore very well worthy of his maje-

Ity's confiderations ; for the matter of pafTes, men-,

tioned in their petition, I have hitherto refuted to

give them, as having received no orders in that point ;

though the merchants here pretend to have notice from

England, that fuch orders have been tranfmitted to

me. When they come I ihall obey them, but in

the mean time have excufed myfelf, notwithftanding
all their importunity.

I mall increafe this trouble no farther, than by my
profeffions of being always, Sir, your moft faithful

Jiumble fervant.

To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

S I R, Hague, October , N. S. 1674;
T Have none from you; of late to acknowledge, and
* doubt I lie too much out of your way to expect

^ny longer the honour of that correfpondence with

\yhich niy employment here began, and which I

efteemed
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e/teemed one of the beil circumftances that attended

it. Sir Jofeph Williamfon gave me notice laft poft both
of his promotion and of the affairs of this province

being fallen under his care, as likewife of what com-
mands his majefty had that day ordered to be tranf-

mitted to me ; whereupon I make him this day the

ufual dilpatch in return. I know not whether by this

change you will be able to get wholly out of my reach ;

becaufe, you know, it is hard for a man to lofe a

good haunt or an ill cuftom ; and I mall not be con-

tent to forfeit the profeflion of your favour or me-

mory, for want of fometimes laying claim to it. I

muft, however, rejoice with you upon your removal
to better climates, and more proiperous fcenes ; efpe-

cially at a time when the affairs of this have fo very
ill an afpe6t, by the diflentions and diftrufts among
the generals of the confederates, which, I may tell

you, are to the laft degree, and the moil criminal ;

and fuch, as have not only ruined their affairs this

campaign, but muft do fo while thele men are in

play. I will not give you both a long and an unne-

cefTary trouble ; what ufe you will make of me here,

and in what
degree,

fliall be in your own dilpofal;
for no man is with more truth nor efteem than I am,
Sir, your, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, October 5, N. S. 1674.

^JPHough
I gave you joy of the fecretary's place

" before I came away, and defired your protection,
as looking then upon it as a thing done ; yet find-

ing by the laft ordinary, that you were but now

newly entered upon the actualipoffeflion of it, I could

not forbear renewing the expreffions that become me
upon both thofe {objects, and wifhing you the honour,
and his majefty the fervice, that you both propofe to

your-
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yourfelves by this promotion. I know very well the

compliments I can make you will be loft, as they

deferve, among many others you will receive upon
this occafion , and therefore I mall not increafe them>

or give a long and unnecefTary interruption in the

midft of fo much and fo various bufmefs, as muft have

fallen upon you with this advancement ; but mail

end this trouble with the profeflions of my being,

Sir, your, &c.

To the Prince.

Hague, Oftober 15. N. S. 1674.

May it pleafe your Highnefs,
T Cannot forbear rejoicing with your highnefs upon
*

your nearer approach to thefe countries, and wi fil-

ing you all fuccefs in the defigns that have brought

you where you are, and hindered your coming far-

ther at prefent, though your highnefs's perfon may be

neceffary here as well as in other places. In my laft,

I gave your highnefs an account of what I faid to the

Hates at my audience, and therein the general fcope
of my prefent embafly, as to what concerns his ma-

jefty's difpofitions, both in relation to his own peace
with his countries, and to the general peace of

Chriftendom. Your highnefs will have received, be-

fore this comes to you, from his majefty's own hands,
and at length, what you could defire more of his par-
ticular kindnefs to your highnefs's perfon and interefts,

and of his intentions upon the fubject of the peace,
both as to the prefervation of Flanders and guaranty
of the peace, if it were once concluded, towards

which your highnefs muft furnim the firft mate-

rials.

If, upon this occafion, your highnefs has any com-
mands to lay upon me, I fhould be very glad to know,
whether you pleafe to have me attend them here till

your
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your return to this place, or think fit to convey
them to me by monfieur Fagel, or any other perfon 5

or whether you will command me to wait upon you
at any place or time you mail pleafe to appoint : in

the mean time, I pray God continue your highnefs's
health and fafety, according to the conftant wifhes

of, Sir, your highnefs's, &c.

To my Lord Chamberlain*

My Lord, Hague, Odbober 16, N. S. 1674^
fTPHE laft pacquets brought me yours of the
-*

29th paft, which was in all parts of it both ufe-

ful and welcome to me, excepting only the excufes

it began with, upon the arrear you mention of fo

many letters during your illnefs and abfence from
town, How unneceffary any fuch exprefllons were to

me, you will eafily judge by my having continued

conftantly the courfe of writing whenever I had any
occafion, which I did, and mall do, upon the belief

you are content it mould be fo, whether you write

or no, till you difcourage me in it. I was very

glad to find by the ftyle of your letter that your health

was grown better, and your temper not at all worfe

fmce the ill accidents that have lately fallen out
-,

enough, indeed, to make them both, if they had not

been firm at bottom. The beft wim I can make you
is, that you may long enjoy and continue them both,

eipecially that <equam rebus in arduis fervare meritem,

which I take to be either the beft pofiefllon we bring
with us into this world, or the beft acquifition we can

make while we are in it.

I muft acknowledge the honour his majefty does me,

and, indeed, the credit he thereby gives me with the

prince, by the communication of what was the fub-

-ftance of his laft letter, which, I think, was the

rightefl
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righteft
underflcod that could be, and cannot but

produce fome good effect
-,
either by procuring a direct

anfwer from the prince upon the main
point, or, at

leaft, by introducing me in the beil manner into the

overtures and negotiation of it when I fee the prince,
which cannot be far off. In the mean time,- I have-

immediately upon the receipt cf yours written to his

highneis jufl the points you directed me in, and, in

a manner, the very terms you give me ; defiring to

know, whether he will have me attend his return

hither, or fend me his commands by monfieur Fagel,
or any other perfon, or have me wait upon him in any

place or time he mail pleafe to command.
I have never heard from him fince I gave his high-

nefs an account of what I faid to the flates at my audi-

ence, and therein the fcope of his majefty's difpofitions

concerning the peace, with the offers of his mediation,
which made me think he would be ftanch in all that

matter till the campaign ended -

9 and, perhaps, the

colder he is, the lefs he mould be prefied till the

courfe of things and occafions bring him about, and

difpofe him rather to folicit his majefty's offices than

decline them. This, I believe, may happen at his

return hither, efpecially if Grave mould be taken,,

which would ftill increafe the violent inclinations to

the peace, which grow every day in theie provinces ;

efpecially in Holland, and moil of all in the town of

Amfterdam, which begins to apprehend a lofs of

trade, that will hardly be recovered after any long
courfe into another channel.

By what I can find from den Emanuel de Lyra,
the difpofitions at Madrid are flrong towards a peace
too, fo it might leave no prcfpect of a new war ;

and though I fufpect the intentions at Vienna, upon
the emperor's power at home, as well as his confide-

ration abroad, encreafing fo much and fo evidently

by the war -

y yet knowing how abfolutely that court

muft
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muft depend upon Spain and Holland, from whom
they draw the fubiidies that maintain their armies ; I

am of opinion, that not only his majeily's mediation

would be eafily accepted by all parties, but the abfo-

lute arbitrage of all matters in difference would be left

in his hands, in cafe the confederates were but pofief-
fed with an opinion of his majefty's being impartial in

the matter ; to which, I hope, his laft difcourfe with

the marquis of Frefno, and letter to the prince, may
may have a great deal contributed.

The emperor's refident here told me two days
fmce, that court was refolved to accept his majeily's
mediation , Mais toujours fous Faveu de FEfyagne :

and that they were upon choice of a perfon to be fent

over fuddenly with public character into England.
The Dutch minifter writes to the ftates, that the

emperor will not accept the mediation till his maje-

fty's forces are recalled out of France ; but the refi-

dent here fays, there is no fuch condition mentioned;,

though he adds, modeflly, it would be a great in-

ducement to the emperor, and help to fatisfy the

princes of Germany with the emperor's coming to that

refolution, who took it to heart to fee fuch a body of

Englifh en tons les demetis durant toute cette campagne.

Befides, I muft needs tell you, that the Dutch am-

baiiadprs have made fuch reprefentations of the difpo-
fitions and intentions of our court being fo abfolutely
in favour of France, that they are very apt here to

interpret the inftances we make towards a peace to be

concerted v/ith France ; and fome of them tell me

plainly and frankly, they knew the king would not

make them, if France did not defire the peace, and

find it neceffary for their affairs. When I fay, their

ambaffadors, I do not mean monfieur Odyke, nor

what they have written fince his being there ; but I

reflected upon a paffage, which one of the ftates told
"

me was in a late letter from the other ambafTadors ;

which
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Mwfieur Odyke nous affeure que k Roy a de fort bonnes

difpofitions pour notre Etat.

The late action near Strafburgh will prove, I believe,

at laft, to have been a drawn bufmefs, and leave each

party the pretence of a victory, as, I fee, it has done
of the field : I am forry to hear his maj city's fubjects
have luffered fo much in it ; and doubt it will make

way for a greater battle fhortly, in cafe the Branden-

burgh forces come up on the imperial fide ; and both

the troops of the Ban, and detachment from the prince
of Conde, on the French; both which, I find, are

liiddenly expected. They begin now to apprehend
Sweden's entering into the war, which muft engage
Denmark, and open a greater and longer fcene, in

all appearance, and leave his majefty the only me-
diator in fo general a quarrel.

This is too long a letter to one that is but newly
recovered, and engaged in fo many other thoughts j

end yet it muft not end without my being ever youf
faithful and humble fervant.

2"0 my Lord Keeper.

My Lord, Hague, Oft. 16 N. S. 1674;
E bearer hereof, Mr, Edmund Curtis, has an

opinion that my recommendation may have fome
Value v/ith your lordmip ; and I have too much va-

jiity in this point to difabufe him. Your lordmip will,

on the other fide, I hope, do me fo much juftice, as

to believe I would employ my interceflion to no man,
but lead of all to your lordmip, where I were not
invited to it by what I efleemed very evidentally juft
and reafonable, as I do, indeed, think this affair j

which is a demand of fatisfaction from the town of
Newcaftle for having faved their haven from being

utterly fpoiled, and by a piece of fkill peculiar to

himielf , which was the reaibn of his majefty's com-
VOL. IV. E manding
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manding him down thither upon that occafion. He
is a perfon who has deferved well from his majefty
in feveral matters ; and in whofe juft fupport I rnuft

confefs to have concerned myfelf, efpecially his affairs

of this nature, as having been the firfl that put him

upon this invention of wreck-fifhing, for the recovery
of his majefty's tin caft away before Oftend in the

year 1666, which he performed with great fuccefs ;

as he has done feveral others likewife fmce upon his

royal highnefs's patent for fifteen years ; and a con-

tract his highnefs commanded me to make with him
in 1 669 : and upon which, I doubt not, but he would
have made greater advantages to himfelf than he de-

mands from the town of Newcaftle ; befides confi-

derable ones to the duke this fummer, if this purfuit
had left him in purfe, and at liberty. Your lordfhip's
favour and countenance to him in this affair, which
I left his majefty very much inclined to, will, I am
fure, agree with your eminent juftice in all other cafes,

and will do me a great deal of honour, in letting him
fee that you are pleafed to own me for, my lord,

your, &?V.

To my Lord Privy Seal.

My Lord, Hague, Oftober 16, N. S. 1674.

'"pHE bearer hereof, Mr. Edmund Curtis, having
-* an affair depending before the council with the

town of Newcaftle, for fatisfac~tion of clearing and

faving their harbour by a piece of fkill peculiar to

himfelf; which was the caufe of his majefty's fend-

ing him thither, to that purpofe ; he has defired me
to recommend him to your lordfhip's juft protection ;

and I was very glad of an occafion of pretending there-

by to be in fome degree of your lordihip's favour,

and of fupporting, as far as I could, a man I have

known long, and a cafe I efteem very juft , and, at

the
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the fartfe time, of profeiTmg myfelf, my lord, your

lordfhip's moft faithful humble fervant.

*fo my Lord Treafurer.

My Lordj Hague, O&ober 26, N. S. 1674.

Tiyf
Y letters could never pretend more than your

***^
lordmip's pardon, and have had too great a

return in the honour I received of one from your

lordfhip, intended me, by my fon, . who, I doubt,
will be grown too proud by your lordfhip's owning
him : but he is young, , and may live to deferve fome

place in your fervice ; which when you pleafe to allow

him* I mall own him no longer than while he acquits
himfelf well. I mould be extremely glad to receive

the fmalleft command from your lordiriip in that par-
ticular you pleafe to mention, or any other ; that fo

by my diligence in fmall ones I may deferve greater ;

and thereby find fome better ways of acknowledging
the favours I have received, and the troubles I have

given your lordfhip, than by increafing them.

The notices you pleafe to command from time to

time of any thing that happens extraordinary, mall

not fail you. As to the inquiries in your laft, con-

cerning the difpofitions to a peace, and their tamper-

ing with France, I may aflure your lordfhip^ that the

firft grow very violent ; and will, I believe, appear fo

more, if they come to be mailers of Gravej where they
are engaged, both upon honour, and revenge of fo

many men as it has coft them ; and being the only

place of theirs remaining among the French conqueils

{fmce they have, by treaty, quitted Maeftricht to the

Spaniards) whenever they recover it, they will, I be-

lieve, begin to play the mediators in the reft of the

quarrel. But that which makes the bent of the people
in general fo pafllonate for a peace, is the unmea-

E 2 furablc
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furable burden of their taxes ; and the intereft of the

trading towns, that fay, upon all occafions, there is

none gets by this war but England , and that, if it

fhould continue a year or two longer, the general
courfe of trade would run fo far into our channel, that

they fhould be in danger never to recover it. Befides,

the rich men here are generally of the Arminian party,
and jealous of the prince's greatnefs, which muft in-

creafe by a war. So as all thefe humours flowing to-

gether make a current that nothing can ftem, but

the force of their engagements to their confederates
-,

and of their intereft in preferring of Flanders to fuch

a degree, and in fuch a poflure as may leave France

without the defign of another war that way ; or, in

cafe they attempt it, may prove a ftrong bulwark to

thefe countries, andeafilydefenfible by their afliftances,

without entering as principals into the war.

By this your lord/hip will eafily conclude, that no
obftruclion to the peace is like to come from hence ;

but from Spain, or the emperor. For Spain, their go-
vernment is fo broken by the faction of the mini-

fters, and minority of their king, that they find them-

felves very unfit for any great adion in the world ; and

fo would, I arn confident, be very glad of a peace ,

provided it might leave them out of fear of another

invafion from France ; and fo they may neither be

compelled to fo vaft an expence, as the maintaining of

great armies in time of peace, nor defpair of defend-

ing their country whenever a war mould begin : and

they think neither of thefe can be brought about by a

peace upon the terms of Aix la Chapelle, which left

Flanders neither of a fize to keep great armies, nor

of a figure to be defended by fmall.

For thefe reafons, though the want of fuccefs this
' O

campaign has made them, I believe, willing to come
to a peace, much under the terms of the Pyrenees ;

which were fixed by the confederates upon the laft

treaty
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treaty between the houfe of Auftria and this Hate;

yet, I doubt, they will rather try another campaign,

upon the hopes of what their prefent conjunction may
yet produce, than end the war juft where it begun.

For the emperor, I doubt more the difpofitions to

a peace on his fide, than any of the reft ; finding
himfelf powerfully armed, and at others coft, and

thereby his confideration growing greater every day
in the empire, whatever it does abroad. Befides, what-

ever battles may coft, the refources of men are fo

great in Germany, that they can never fail whilft Spain
and Holland can furinm the money, or the feveral

circles of the empire continue animated in the quarrel.

Befides, the emperor forefees himfelf engaged in a war
with France upon the fuccefllon of Flanders, if the

king of Spain fhould fail without ifllie ; and there-

fore had rather drive on the war till he can fee Flan-

ders fecured, and Lorrain in fafe hands, than leave

thofe points to be difputed by a new war at a time,

perhaps, when he may not find himfelf fo ftrong,
either in confederates abroad, or the concurrence at

home of the feveral princes and circles ; nor fo dif-

engaged from the Turk, or the troubles of Hungary
at his back.

For the princes of the empire, though they feem a

good deal fpirited in the prefent quarrel by the late

invafions of France, and the exchange ofmany cruel-

ties between the two nations in the Palatinate, and by
the porTefiions given them of the fafety, as well as

honour of Germany, being engaged in this war ;

yet, I believe, after the firft heat is over, the diflen-

fions natural to bodies that have fo many heads, the

jealoufy of too great a growth of the emperor's power,
and the fear of drawing the Swedes again into the

war, or fpoils of Germany, will incline them generally

enough to a peace, and without ftraining further than

the treaty of Munfter ; beyond which France has not

E 3 pretended
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pretended any defign, that I remember, in the courfe

of the war.

For Sweden, I look upon them as engaged with

France by treaty and money, both already received^

and mpre lying ready at Hamburg, upon their enter-

ing into action, which, 1 believe, they will be glad tq

avoid, at leaft for this year, if they can any way ex-

cufe it to France : and this makes them fo earneft

upon the mediation, and life fo great inftances towards

agreeing a place of congrefs , which might look like

the beginning of treaty, and' make their offices in it

pafs for fome fatisfaftion of what they owe to France.

If they engage in the war, they will, I believe, try to

fet the biihop of Munfter
again upon 'his legs : and,

on the other fide, the
king

of Denmark willjoin with

the elector of Branderiburgh and dukes of Lunen-

burgh, to make head againft Sweden in thefe weftern

parts of the
empire

'

For thefe ftates tampering with France, all I have

found of it with certainty, 1 gave notice to the fecre-

taries about fix weeks fmce
j
which was a negotiation

begun by the count d'Eftrades, governor of Maeftricht,
and formerly in the fervice and ambalTage of this

country. He affured the penlioner here, of his matter's

reftoring not only the Grave but Maeftricht too, pro-
vided it might 'not be given to trie Spaniards : of

returning all points of commerce to the ftate they
were in by the treaty of 1 662 : of advancing all that

could be any interefts and advantages of the prince

upon a treaty : and of making the peace with Spain

iipon the terms of Aix la Chapelle. Though I faw a

very earneft letter upon this occafion, in
general, from

the count d'Eftrades hitr-.felf, yet no particulars have

pafied further, than betv/een the pensioner here, and the;

perfon to whom it was writ, and who was fent to him
from Maeftricht : and the laft anfwer I could hear of

Was, that, when they faw any thing in writing, the^

woulcj
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would give an anfwer to it. Upon the whole, I do not

doubt of this date's having very advantageous terms

from France, if they would make a peace feparate
from their allies ; but I fee not how that can be done,
either with honour or fafety, confidering the opinion

they have of our new intelligence with France, even in

all our offers of mediating the peace , and which their

ambafladors in England have long infufed into them.

On the other fide, the difpofitions on all hands con-

fidered, 1 am confident, if the confederates were pof-
fefied with any belief of his majefly's being impartial
in the bufmefs, they would not only accept his me-

diation, but wholly remit their differences to his ar-

bitrage.
I beg your lordmip to believe, I do not intend you

many fuch troubles, or would have given you this,

without your encouraging me : and that by opening
the fcene for once, your lordmip might the better

judge, as any actors come in, what paces they are

like to make.
I beg your lordfhip's pardon, and the belief of

my being, with great pafllon and truth, my lord,

your lordihip's, &V.

To Sir Jofeph WilKamfen.

SIR, Hague, November 6, N. S. 1674.

T WAS extremly glad to find by your's of the 2Oth
* and goth pail, that his majefty had refolved to

fupport me in the claim I had made here of a free trade

for all our mips, and the merchandize they carry (if

not counterband) without any exception of their tra-

ding from one enemy's port to another ; which can-

not, I am fure, be drawn from the words of the

articles. This made me confident, even before the

arrival ofyour letters, by a fecond memorial to the States

General to demand the reftitution of the Rebecca ;

E 4 and
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and to tell them very plainly, that, if any doubt

might arife upon the fenfe of any article in treaties

fubfifting between his majefty and them, it could

not be refolved without his majefty's confent ; and
till that was obtained, they could not make them-

felves the fole judges or interpreters againft the plain
common fenfe of any words, and to the prejudice
of his majefty's fubjecls. This was the point I put
all the weight upon in my memorial ; but having the

day after received his majefty's pleafure, with your
account of what had paffed here in your return this

way, and your arguments upon this fubjecl:,
I de-

manded an hour of the penfioner, and run through a

very long debate with him upon this matter. The
heads of his arguments were, The judgment, he pre-

tended, of feveral authors upon the point : the prac-
tice of France and Spain, and Sweden with them, and

ours, in the time of his late majefty and king James ;

which he undertook to give me examples of: and

laftly, that it could not be the meaning to drive an

enemy's trade, but only topreferve a friend's. I eafily

eluded this laft by the anfwer you made it, and by

my own very true proteftations, that at my figning
the confirmation of thofe articles I had no fuch fenfe

of them as he would now give them ; but took the

meaning of them to be juft the fame with the words :

that free fhips made free goods in all cafes, unlefs

that of counterband. For the fenfe of authors writ-

ing upon general themes, and for their own credit,

pr that of their profefllons, I faid, they could not be

admitted to interpret any particular treaties between

princes and ftates, who might make what agree-
ment they pleafed between themfeives, and very dif-

ferent from what authors calljus gentium, or general
reafon

-, by which, I think, they commonly mean
their own : that for the practice of other kings with

them, it was no rule of theirs y^ith his majefty ; nor

any
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any agreement,
that we fhould not have juftice from

them, becaufe they could not obtain it from others :

but on the contrary,', though they had it not, yet

they ever demanded it" both of France and Spain ;

which was a certain proof that they efleemed that

juft in their own cafe, which they will not allow to

be fp in ours : that, for the practice he offered to pro-
iduce on our parts, in his late majefty's time, I mould
be content to fee it, but could not tell how it could

fquare with the prefent cafe ^ fince it was grounded
upon articles never in force between his majefty and
this ftate till the treaty of Breda. I added to what

I faid in my memorial, how unjuft their pretences

were, to make a wrefted interpretation of plain words,
without his majefty's confent : that it was not fair

to do it at a time when the advantage of fuch an
article was only caft on our fide by the common revo-

lutions of war and peace, which might be in their

favour to-morrow, as they were in ours to-day ; where-

as, when the advantage was, by like accidents, call

on their fide, as it had been with France and Spain,

they had ever infifted on the very fame point that we
do now, and never given over the inftances upon it,

whether they received fatisfaction or no. After a long
and warm debate, I gained this from the penfioner ;

that, for his own part, he was content it mould be as

I defired it, fmce^he king underftood it fo, and it

was to be reciprocal between us : that he could do

nothing upon it in the States General till the ftates of
Holland affembled, which would be about a fortnight
hence : that he would then propofe it there, and en-

deavour their compliance with his majefty, efpecially
if the prince, at his return, approved of it ; and that

in the mean time he would endeavour to have the

goods in the Rebecca, or the product of them, de-

pofited, till the ftates came to a refolution in this matter;
the ihip itfelf being already free and gone, purfuant to

arc-
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a refolution taken by the ftate in May laft upon this

paint.
I have been larger in ftating this matter as it flood

between me and the pennoner, that, being of fo mighty
importance to our trade at this time, his majefty might
both fee the right he had on his fide, and be the firmer

in maintaining it : and you may pleafe to inftruft me
in any further arguments, again It I enter the lifts with

commiffioners here, if they fhould prove difficult,

though the penfioner be fatisfted with it.

For the pafles and orders to be fent with the fhip of
advice for Surinam, he afTures me, they mall be ready

againft I receive the names of fhip and perfon ; but
cxcufes their going with blanks, as a thing contrary
to the conftant forms of this ftate ; which, indeed,
I doubted of before, and therefore took the liberty to

defire your inftructing me thereupon as foon as you
could.

Though the current news here be ft ill favourable to

the ftrength, or, at leaft, good countenance of the

confederate troops in Alfatia , yet I faw a letter yefter-

day from a very good hand, which makes a different

ftory, and fays, they had given over all thoughts of

fighting monfieur Turenne ; and that though the Bran-

denburgh and Lunenburgh troops talked of taking up
their winter quarters in the Upper Alface, while thole

of the emperor and the other circles defigned theirs in

Suabia ; yet it was believed at Strafburgh, monfieur

Turenne would ftill keep the field, and either engage
the confederates, or elfe force them all to retire beyond
the Rhine. All the countenance that has been made by
the horfe of the confederate armies in Flanders has

been, I fuppofe, only to keep the French a little alarm-

ed, fo as to fend no more of their forces towards mon-
fieuF Turenne. The prince came to a houfe he is build-

ing in the province of Utrecht on Sunday, made 3,

great hunting party for yefterday, and intended to be
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here, as fome fay, to-day; but as others, not till

Thurfday, being trie day after the bonfires intended for

Grave. Yefterday were fent into my yard about forty

pitch barrels upon this occafion, being faid to be fent

by order of the States ; and the like, or in propor-

tion, to other foreign minifters , but I ordered them
to be fent back, and told fome of the States, that when-

ever I made any fuch fire, I would do it upon his

majefty's charge, and no other's : that, in the mean

time, I did not think fit to do it at all upon this oc-

cafion, when his majefty had offered his mediation in

a quarrel lying between two of his allies ; and that it

would not look like the part of a mediator, to have

his minifter thus concern himfelf in fuccefies of either

iide. They pleaded an old form in this matter, and
that it was intended to be done by thofe the States em-

ployed, and'efpecially in the chief open places of the

town. Upon which I told them, they might do it

how they pleafed, but that I mould no way concern

myfelf in it.

I afk your pardon for fo long a trouble, which I

fhall end with the profeflions of my being always^
Sir, your, &c.

7<? the King.

Hague, Nov. 30, N. S. 1674,
May it pleafe your Majefty,

TTAving feen the prince twice fmce his return hither,
* A and at leifure, I thought it became me to give

your majefty an' account of what I could obferve, as

to his prefent difpofitions, both in general, and more

particularly in what concerns your majefty and the

bufmefs of the peace. In general, I believe, he is

pleafed with the life he has led this fummer, and loves

the trade, and thinks himfelf better in health and

{uimour, the lefs he is at reft : fo that, I doubt, the

motions
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motions towards peace muft be made from his interefts,

rather than his inclinations. For what touches your
majefly, I find all the exprefiions of duty, and fervice,

and affection, to be fuch as you can defire, and to

have all the appearance that can be of fincerenefs and
truth. And I believe them fo the more, by his high-
nefs's enlarging fo much upon the intereft of a near

conjunction with your majefty, and between the

nations ; which, he fays, would make you both fafe at;

home and abroad, and in need of no other alliances :

and a great deal more of this kind.

For the bufmefs of the peace, though he complains

very much of the ill performance of the Spaniards and

Imperialists, yet I find him pofitive upon thefe points,

that this (tate can make no feparate peace upon any
terms that France can offer them : that a general peace
cannot be made without leaving Flanders in a polture
of defending itfelf from any new and fudden invafion

of France, againft which no guaranties could defend

it : that Spain cannot quit the county of Burgundy
nor Cambray upon any exchange ; nor any thing in

Flanders beyond the terms of the Pyrenees, unleis it

be Aire or St. Omer. That lie had written to your

majefty all he yetknew of the Spaniards intentions ; but

if he might know upon what terms you thought a

peace reafonable, and defired it, he would do all in

his power to bring it about, as he had done in the

bufmefs of the mediation, which, he told me, was now

accepted at Madrid as well as Vienna. When I faid,

your majefly having been the author and guarand of

the peace at Aix, and not having feen the French yet
beaten out of any one town that was given them by
that treaty, could with ill grace propofe any thing to

France beyond thofe terms, or fomething equivalent ;

he faid refolutely, that it were better going on with

the war, let it iaft as long, and coft as much as it

>vould j and that he believed all men of any fenfe in

this
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this country were of the fame mind. I told his high-

nefs, that I doubted it, and wifhed that, upon trial,

he did not find it otherwiie. But, feeing him un-

movable upon thefe difcourfes, I turned them another

way, and laid, though your majefty would omit no-

thing that became a chriftian king and a friend to his

highnefs, in the good offices towards a peace, yet, if

they were not underftood to be fo, your majefty might

perhaps content yourfelf to grow rich by the increaie

of your cuftoms and of trade , and let them and their

neighbours knock their heads together as long as they
pleafed. He fmiled, and faid, he believed fo ; and

for that reafon, I talked of terms which I knew the

Spaniards could not accept of ; and then he fell into

talk, how eafy it was for your majefty to bring France

to fuch a peace as you pleafed, and how much it was

your intereft to leave Flanders fafe ; and many things

upon that theme, that your majefty hath heard enough
of before from monfieur Van Buninghen. The end

was, that he would expecl to know your majefty*s
mind upon this laft letter, to which he could add

nothing till then. And I thought your majefty by this

account, and the knowledge of your mediation being

accepted now by all parties, would the better refolve

what ftep to make next in this matter, which was the

occafion of this trouble. It is already too long, but

muft not end without the marks of that devotion

wherewith I am, Sir, your majefty's moft loyal and
moft obedient fubject, and moft humble fervant.

To my "Lord Chamberlain.

My Lord, Hague, Nov. 13, N. S. 1674,
T Have given his majefty a particular account of the
*

beft observations I could make upon my firft audi-

ence from his highnefs, and a vifit he hath fince made
me ; befides what I writ to Mr. Secretary Williamfon

the
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the day of his highnefs's arrival. By all which yon
will judge what fort of difpofitions you have to deal

with in this prince ; little favourable, I doubt, to the

defigns of a general peace, as little inclined to the un-

active life which fuch a fcene muft introduce. Befidesj

he finds his authority rife with his credit among the

people here, by every fmall fuccefs of his arms, which
is attributed perfonally to him , while the want of it

in the confederate armies is laid wholly upon the con-

duct or qualities of the other generals. He hath a

very good opinion of his own troops, and a very great
one of the Germans ; believes, if the count de Souches

had pleafed, the prince of Conde had been certainly
beaten at Seneffe ; and reckons, that by a better con-

ilitution of the imperial court and minifters the con-

federates may hope for more honour next campaign
than they had this. On the other fide^ he thinks PVance

will find it hard to furnifh fo many and fo good men
as Germany ; and that if the confederates lofe this con-

juncture to free themielves and Flanders from any
further fears that way, they are never to hope for

another* Befides 4 what I gather from myfelf, I hear^

all that have attended his highnefs this campaign agree,
that he is pleafed with the life^ both the fatigue and

the dangers he meets with, which have great effects

upon the foldiers kindnefs to him, and muft coft him
but little, if it be true what the minifters fay, that he

believes the point of predeftination the firmeft that

ever any body did, and laughs at any of them that

fpeak modeftly of it.

All thefe points look dangerous to the peace. Now
thofe that look favourable, are, the general difpofi-

tions of the towns here, upon the point of trade ; the

jealoufy ofour getting into a pofTefiiort of it too far to

be retrieved ; and, underhand, of the pince's grow-

ing too far into the fole influence upon the State :

the revolt of Meflina, which, if it grows higher, and
the
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the contagion fhould reach Naples, as well as other

parts of Sicily (as is difcourfed here) would make

Spain glad to fecure thofe parts, by the expofmg of

Flanders a little more than they would otherwife

be content to do : and, laftly, the engaging of Sweden

in the party of France by open action (fmce the agree-
ments between them are no longer, I think, a fecret

any where) which might change the fcene in the affairs

of Germany. I know not what to fay to the talk here

that runs privately (but among perlbns of the ftate)

of the confpiracy of prince Lobkowitz, and others at

Vienna, having reached as far as the emperor's life ;

or, of the fharp refentments of that court againft
France upon fuch pretences. But I look for all the

difficulties that can be given the peace from thence,

upon feveral regards which I have formerly touched,

and am ftill as apprehenfive of as before, by what I

hear from all hands.

I thought it not unnecefTary to mention all thefe

points, that his majefty might have the fulleft light
towards the firft fteps he mail make in this matter,

after the acceptance of his mediation from all parts,
and the aniwer he hath received from the prince to his

laft letter upon this fubject. And though perhaps his

majefty may not think fit to fignify upon what terms

he would have the peace made, as the prince hath

defired him, yet, fmce fome ground to work upon
will be expected from his majefty, it may not be amifs

to fay, that upon fuch or fuch terms his majefty hath

Ibme hopes of inducing France to an agreement, and
leave the draught of them with the prince of Orange,
whofe anfwer upon it will give, at leaft, fome entrance

into this negotiation. I am ever, and very unfeign-

edly, my lord, your, &c.
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*fo my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, December 4, N. S. 1674.
^F* H E unkindnefs I complained of from your lord*
*

fhip, in giving me no knowledge beforehand of

my lord Larimer's journey, has been by his lordfhip

fully made amends for fmce : when upon his arrival

he was fo kind as to come ftraight away to my houfe,
as to his own, and nfe it fo, as he at leaft makes me
believe ; which I mall, I am fure, love him for as

long as I live, and ferve him as far as I mall ever

be able, both for your lordfhip's fake, and for his

own. I waited upon his lordlhip to the prince, who
received him not only well, but kindly ; and, I am
fure, will ufe him fo while he ftays in this country*
I know the other * two lords had no need of any in-

troduction, though they were pleafed to defire it, and

therefore, by agreement between us, it was excufed
-,

and the two conferences they have had with his high-
nefs have been without my intervention, or any other

part, than what my lord chamberlain has fmce

given me. By all I yet know, there is nothing deeper
in this bufmeis, than what your lordfhip was pleafed
to tell me fo frankly and fo kindly in the letter I had
the honour of receiving by my. lord Latimer ; for

which I return your lordfhip my very hearty ac-

knowledgments, as I am fure becomes me : and I

may fay very truly, that the lights you pleafed to give
me there were more than I have yet received any
other way : for though I am told the main errand of

the journey to be the fame, as I received it from your

lordfhip , yet I hear nothing of a letter from the

prince to monfieur Odyke having given a rife to it ;

and, if your lordlhip had not told me fo, I mould be

* Lord Arlington and eail of Offory.

apt
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apt to doubt it, and to believe that other circum-

ilances muft have had their part in the firft conception
of this matter. I find by the prince, as well as my
lord chamberlain, that what your lordfhip fays only,

you believe, is true, of their having no powers or in-

ftrudions written, but a credential as ample and

honourable as can be. And upon the firft part that

was given us hither of this intended journey, I remem-
ber the prince told me, what your lordfhip fays with

more ground, that he was fure monfieur Ruvigni had

his part in it. For what your lordfhip fays of thefe

two lords acquaintances and interefts fo' greae with

the prince having occafioned the choice of their per^

fons, all I know is, that if they doubted it, they did

well to try ; becaufe friends that have been long

afunder, know not how they are together till they

meet, elpecially if they parted laft no better than I

know fome of thefe did.

Upon the whole^ I am of opinion, that this bufi->

nefs will produce no effect at all, proportioned to the

noife it has made both in Englaad and here, and that

it may not go much farther than expoflulations and

compliments on both fides ; and^ perhaps, if it were

upon any great bufinefs, the lefs of both might, not

be the worle. When I faid compliments, I intended

not fuch expreflions of kindnefs as are not meant, but

fuch as are more or greater than there is need of ; and

if what paiTes of this kind have no farther end than I

know of, I cannot tell whether there has been any

great occafion for them, fmce the prince cannot fay
much more, than he has done to me ever fmce oitr

meeting, of his affection and fervice to his majefty.

And, on the other fide, I take him to be an unmove-
able perfon in all points of what he efteems his own
honour and intereft, and not to be talked into or

out of any points, where he efleems either of them
much concerned.

VOL. IV. F This
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This is all I can yet. fay upon this occafion, and

may be too much to have troubled your lordihip with,.

had not you given me the encouragement. If I meet
with any thing more important to your lordfhip's-

knowledge, I mall make ufe of the way you prefent
me by a lervant of my lord Latimer's, and mould have
been glad your lordihip had fent me a cypher over,
which might have been neceffary upon fome occafions.

My wife is your lordfhip's moil humble fervant, and

acknowledges the honour of your remembrance ; we
are both fo to my lady. My fon will, I doubt, take

notice of US' no longer, having the honour of being

abfolutely retained in my lord Latimer's fervice fmce
his arrival here.

I will add no more to your lordlhip's prefent
trouble, belides the afiurance, that the confidence

your lordihip is pleafed to ufe me with fhall never

be forgotten, nor undeferved, as far as lies in the

reach of fo much fincerenefs and paffion, as that

wherewith I have always profeffed myfeif, my lord*

your, &c.

Tc the King.

Hague, Dec. 4, 'N. S. 1674.

May it pleafe your Majefty,

T Received fo great an honour by a letter which my
lord chamberlain brought me from your majefty,

that I am fare I mall never forget it, whether I live

to deierve it or no. Though his lordihip mightjuitly
have pretended to my fervices here, from the friend-

fiiip
between us, yet, I hope, your majefty believes

your commands are fo facred to me, as to need no

help from my inclinations to make them obeyed ; and

therefore I fhall only fay, that if his lordihip fails of

any aftiftances or iervices that I can give him here, it

be his own fault \ ilnce I rcfoive to go on as I

have
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nave begun, in defiring from him the knowledge in

what manner, and to what degree, he would ufe them.

I eileem this journey of fo great perfons, and fo much

my friends, the bed fortune and moft honour that

could have befallen me in this place ; and hope the fuc-

cefs of it will be whatever your majefty propofed to

yourfelf by it ; and beg your majefty to believe, that fo

your bufinefs be well done, and your majefty grow as

great and as happy as I wifh you, I mall have nothing
left to afk for myfelf, by v/hofe fervices foever that be

atchieved.

The two conferences my lord chamberlain hath had
with the prince have pafied, by concert between his

lordfhip and me, without any intervention, or having
had other part in them than what his lordfhip has

lince given me. All the light I have offered to give to

a perfon that knows his way fo well,- hath been only

my opinion not to go too far in expoftulations ; for,

beiides what I know of the prince's nature in that

point, I have obferved them apt to end well between

lovers, but ill between friends.

The knowledge of all worth your majefty's trouble

from hence will, I know, be tranfmitted from my lord

chamberlain, and leave me no other part than that of

my humble acknowledgments upon the confidence your

majefty has been pleafed to exprefs of me in fo great

bccafions, and the plain offers of that very fmcere devo-

tion wherewith I am, and mall ever be, your majefty's
moft loyal fubject and moft obedient humble fervant.

To Sir Jofepb WiUlamfon.

SIR, Hague, December 21, N. S. 1674.",

TTPON a long conference yefterday with the depu-
*r ties of the States, I agreed, in the firft place, upon
the inftrument for continuing the marine treatyof 1668,
until the expiring of the time appointed for the ex-

F 2 change
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change of the ratifications of the laft treaty concluded

at London, wherein I have purfued his majefty's com-

mands, tranfmitted to me in your laft, without reafon-

ing at all upon them.

The inftrument will, I hope, be figned before the

clofure ofthis difpatch, and the publication of it made

immediately here, as the notice of it is already fent to

the admiralties of the feveral provinces. After our

agreement upon this matter, we fell upon the feveral

heads tranfmitted to me from the commiffioners of

plantations upon the affair of Surinam. I obtained,

in the firft place, that new orders mail be fent to the

governor there by the perfon to go along with the

Advice yacht, and containing the very words tranfmit-

ted to me in the laft paper, with the addition only, of

ufing no threats to fuch as deiire to ftay ; which I find

my lord chamberlain, as well as I, underftands to be

agreeable to his majefty's intentions.

In the next place, I gained the confent of all the de-

puties, excepting him of Zealand, that his majefty
fhould fend a man ofwar to convoy the three fly-boats,

and lie out in the river till they were ready to return.

And though the deputy of Zealand would not abfo-

lutely confent without the communication of the

other deputies of his province, yet he gave me reafon

to be confident the thing would be yielded to, though
it pafled with very much conteft ; not upon any jea-

loufy, as they pretended, of his majefty's good and

fair intentions, but of fuch perfons as might be em-

ployed in the execution of them; and thereupon
would have entered into greater complaints of major
Bannifter than he made of them, but that I cut them
off as no part of my bufmefs.

After this, we fell upon the heads of the orders

deflred for the commifiioners his majefty intended to

lend. Upon the fecond article they infifted, to have

our riding in their rivers and creeks, and moving from

place



to the King, the Prince of Orange, &c. 6*9

place to place, to be with confent of their governor.
But I found this expedient to have it only with his

communication, which words are added to it upon
the third article ; the deputy of Zealand affirming,
that it fometimes happened, that there was To great a

fcarcity of fome forts of provifions, that they had not

enough for the ufe of the colony, we added thefe

words, that they might buy them at the ufual rates,

en ielle quantitc que cela rfincommoderoit fas la colonie.

Upon the twelfth article we agreed, that it mould be

reciprocal on our fide as well as theirs. All the reft

we agreed in our own words, except the fixth, feventh,

eighth, ninth, and tenth, which run all upon the fame
foot : nor could I obtain them after all our debates -

9

but, on the other fide, the penfioner Fagel was per-

emptory, and pofitive in it, that they could not pofll-

bly be agreed to
-,
and that, not only becaufe there

was no ground for them in the article of our lafl

treaty, but becaufe, he faid, the States themfelves, or

at leaft thofe which are called fo here, as reprefenting
the States, have not the power to do it, or to alter

the courfe ofjudicature amongft any of their fubjecls *,

as for example, not to order men to be tried in any
cafes of contract or debt before any others befides

the ufual and conftituted judicature of the place; not

to force any man to accept of another creditor than

him to whom he had lent his money
-

9 not to force

any man to accept of land or houfes in payment of

money he had lent ; and fo the other matters relating
to the reft of thofe fore-mentioned articles. And thefe

points they argue to be not only out of the power of
the States, but contrary to the known conftitutions of
the civil law, from many common places not necefTary
to repeat. All they offer upon thefe points is only,
in the firft place, to order the accomplifhment in full

of the words of the article in the laft treaty, whereby
it was agreed, his majefty's fubjects there fhould be

F 3 tied
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tied to no other rules and laws, in -points of buying.,

felling, or commutation of goods, than what were

practifed among all the other inhabitants of that co-

lony, but ihould in all points of civil juftice have the

fame privileges with the reft. In the next place, they
offered to give order to certain commilTioners of their

own to aiiiit any of his majefly's, with the utmoit of

their power, towards the difpofmg any parties con-

cerned in any fuch debts, to adjuft them, either by

exchange of the faid debts for others, or by taking
fatisfa<don from them in lands or goods, fo they

might be
agreed by the confent of the parties concern-

ed. But if that could not be done, they could not

force their fubjects, nor deny them the right of having
recourfe to the juftice of the place for the final deter-

mination of all fuch matters ; and in this they were

unmoveable, as a thing out of their power. And,
pn the other fide, I told them, what they offered was
not at all what I could accept of fo that I had no-

thing to do but to" reprefent it to his
rnajefty, and

purfue the orders I mould thereupon receive. In the

mean time, I am allured that the orders neceflary to

the Advice yacht fhall be in my hands before the

lofmg of this pacquet. I am. Sir, your, &c.

31? the King.

Hague, January 22, N." S. 1675.

May it pleafe your Majefly,

SINCE
my laft, I heard of a long letter come

hither from the count d'Eftrades to the late pen-
fioner of Maefcricht, by \vhofe intervention the faid

count at firfl began, and hath fmce managed a fecret

correfpondence here with the penfioner Fagel, and, by
his conveyance, with the prince. I gave your majefly

|bme former notices of it by your fecretaries, and I

find, that fmce that time it has run coldly, and moil

upon
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upon a treaty of commerce, and a cartel of prifoners.

.But, hearing this laft letter run into things more

general, I fell into the difcourfe of it with the penfioner

Fagel yefterday, and, at laft, engaged him to fend

me a copy of the letter, which he confefTed to have by
him, but that the prince had the original. I caufed

it to be tranfcribed immediately, and fend it your

majefty inclofed. Upon the whole, I find the penfioner

fixed, that this ftate muft venture ail, rather than

quit their allies , but, for what concerns themfelves,

not only defirous, but impatient for a peace. For the

match propofed in the count's letter, I find him little

inclined to it, but very much to that of England.

Upon this talk I afked him, whether he had not heard

of another between the king of Spain and Mademoi-
felle ? He confeffed he had, and feemed to wonder at

this in the letter, becaufe he thought the advice of the

other came the fame way, though not directly. I

afked him, what he thought of the match with Spain ?

and when he faid a great deal of wilhing and ap-

plauding it, upon the condition of France's endowing
her with the conquefts of Flanders, I told him, he

had reafon, and that the State might very well give
a queen's portion to have the match and the peace
made upon thefe terms. He confeiled it, and faid

at laft, Je me fais fort de faire donner deny, cent mille

Jacobus a cette condition ; and when I faid, they might
very well undertake for Spain's giving as much more,
we ended this converfation.

I thought it became me to give your majefty know-

ledge of what palled, and only to fay upon it, that,

in my weak opinion, this were an adventure worthy
your majefty's atchievement ; by which alone, in all

prefent appearance, the peace of Chriftendom may be
reftored , by which France may come out of the war
with honour, and Spain with fafety -, by which your

majefty leaves a niece with one of the greateft crowns
F 4 of
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of Chriftendom on her head ; by which you may
draw a mighty treafure into your purfe; and by
which, after the applaufes of all the world abroad,
and all your fubjects at home, upon a peace whereby
Flanders is fecured, your majefty will have glory and
eafe together attend all the reft of your life. And fo

I leave it to your majefty's thoughts, and beg your

juftice in believing me your majefty's, &c.

I beg of your majefty the in^

clofed copy may be fecret,

whether it be ufeful, or mv

To the King.

Hague, Jan. 29, N. S. 1675,

May it pleafe your Majefty,

TJPON the difcourfes with the penfioner, of which^
I gave your majefty an account in my laft, the

prince took occafion to enter with me upon the fame

fubjecl:, juft upon his leaving the town. He ipoke of

it v/ith great hopes that your majefty would fall in

with ilich a project of the peace ; with confidence,

that you might moft. certainly and eafily effect it, if

you pleafed , and with defpair of feeing it brought
about any other way. Upon my mention of money
in general, he faid, that ihould not fail \ and upon
my railing difficulties of France quitting fo many
conquered places, though upon consideration of fuch

a match, he faid, if all would not be confented to, he

, >e]ieved it might be done upon thofe that were moft

necenaiy to the fecurity of Flanders. That he knew
fo much of the condition of France, as to believe they
V/ould be glad of a peace, if they could have it with

^hdhour, which this would give them , and that, how-

Wer, he was fore they would not refufe it your maje^

fly, if they faw you defired it. He fpoke of it as a

thing
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thing that would give him affurance of your majefty's

impartialnefs
in the general affair, of your good mean-

ing to his highnefs, and the fafety of thefe coun-

tries, and of that which would make way for the

firmed and clofeft meafures between you for ever

after. He defired me to write of it perfonally to your

majefly, and to give him immediately an account of

what anfwer I received ; which makes me give your

majefty more trouble than I mould have prefumed
to do upon any other occafion ; and take notice of

it to no other hand, till I receive your majefty's com-

mand upon it, what I mall fay to the prince. I con-

fefs, I took it for a fcheme of great honour, hap-

pinefs,
and eafe to your majefty -,

and if you mould
effect it, and after a general peace fall into thofe clofe

meafures with the prince and this State, which my
lord chamberlain fo much difcourfed of here, I

Ihould not defpair of feeing them brought to give your

majefty, upon a defenfive league, a claufe of gua-

ranty upon all quarrels you might have by your right
to the flag ^ which would be certainly the way to give

your majefty an undifputed pcfeiTion of what hath

been hitherto a difputed claim, and thereby leave to

your majefty's crown and reign the greateft glory that

hath arrived to any of your anceftors.

I had troubled your majefty with this by laft poft,
but that hearing fomething more had pafled in the

Maeftrichtcorrefpondence, I refolvedfirft tofpeak with

the penfioner Fagel, which I could not do till Sunday,
He told me, there was another letter come from the

count, and all the arguments that could be ufed to

draw this ftate off from the meafures with the houfe

of Auftria, and into the old ones with France , and

that, befides all other advantages of trade, it was pro-

pofed to give them a port in the Mediterranean upon
the coaft of Italy. But upon the whole he faid, they
could not leave their allies , djfcourfed much of the

forces
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forces they ihould have next campaign, of the little

appearance to make a peace, at prefent any other way,
than by the project mentioned ; and concluded, that
if all fuccefs failed, fo as their allies mould break into

feparate treaties, he doubted not but they could take
better meafures with France than any of the reft.

I humbly beg your majefty's pardon for thefe

troubles, and your acceptance of that devotion and

truth, wherewith I am, and mail ever be, Sir, your ma-

jefty's moil loyal and moft obedient fubject and fervant.

To Sir Jofepb Wittiamfon.

SIR, Hague, February 22, N. S. 1675.
C I NC E my lafl, I have received yours of the 5th,
*^ which brought me a copy of the moft chriftian

king's anfwer to his majefty, upon the propofal of
Meurs for the place of congrefs, and his majefty's
commands how to proceed farther with the States in

this matter. The beft account 1 can give you of my
obeying them will be by the inclofed memorial,
which being the firft I have put in to the States upon
the fubject of his majefty's mediation, I thought

might be fit to trouble you with ; that fo I might
know, whether, being left fo much at large in this

commiflion, the conceptions I have upon it agree
as they ought to do with thofe of his majefty, both

as to the main fcope and as to the manner and cir-

cumftances .of proceeding in it. One of the great ones,

and moft to be confidered, I take to be that of per-

fuading the confederates, that his majefty is as impar-
tial, as a mediator ought to be, in the conduct of this

affair , and therefore you will find this defign run

through the whole contexture of this memorial : the

reft is, I hope, juft what his majefty commanded me
to purfue upon the point of Nimeguen, and the in-

fiances as ftrong as I could make them \ and may not

pofiibly
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pofiibly be lefs fuccefsful for the penfioner's abfence,
if the States think fit to come to a refolution upon it

without his communication, which I may yet know
before the clofure of this letter , in the mean time, I

fhall give you the Hate, as well as I can, of the

Swedifh mediation, in anfwer to the latter part of your
letter, and your commands of doing all by concert or

communication with him. .

Hitherto he has always brought or fent me copies
of all the memorials he has put in upon the fubjecl: of

his mailer's mediation, within a day or two after he

delivered them; but without any communication

before of what they imported, though they have been

many, fince he knew and complimented me upon his

majefly's mediation being accepted by all parties. I

have obferved the fame courfe with him, and ftill give
him part of what pafTed at the conferences between

me and the States deputies upon the fame fubjecl: ; and
we live in all points the beft and the friendlier! that can
be together. But upon the whole matter, I take his

majefty's mediation, and that of the crown of Sweden,
to be different fo eilentially, as well as in circumftances,
that I know not how they can be fo abfolutely joined
as you feem to intimate , nor whether it ought to be

endeavoured farther than maintaining the beft corre-

fpondence that can be with them, and making, as near

as we can, the fame pace, though feparately, in the

courfe of this affair.

For the firft
-, you know when the S\vedes mediation

began, we, and France, and thefe States were all the

parties in the quarrel ; that during the mediation at

Cologn, by an alliance with Spain, the houfe of
Auftria came with other princes to be principals in it ;

that after this incident, though the Swedifh mediation

continued, yet it reached no farther in the negotiations
of their ambafTadors than the firfl parties ; and though
jt
was endeavoured (whether it failed upon punftilioes,

or
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or more important fpeculations) it is certain, that

neither the emperor, nor the court of Spain have ever

yet been induced to accept of that mediation. So
that neither they on one fide, being refufed by
ibme parties, nor the pope, who will be refufed by
others, can pretend to make the fame figure in this

bufmefs as his majefty does, who is accepted by
all.

In the next place ; though monfieur Ehernfteyn has,

fmce his arrival here, very induftrioufly kept up the

part of a mediator, by very frequent and voluminous

memorials, which he has lately printed altogether,

yet they have been confidered by the States little far-

ther, than either as general difcourfes, or declama-

tions upon the theme of peace ; or elfe diligences
affected purpofely to preferve the figure of mediation

in that crown with this flate, while they were at firft

preparing, and fmce engaged in open hoftility with

the elector of Brandenburgh, one of their allies ; for

whofe defence they knew this Hate was by treaty

obliged to employ all their forces, and come to an

open rupture with the invader.

Ever fince I came hither, I have been frequently
entertained by thofe of the States, and particularly by
the penfioner, with very fharp complaints of the

Swedes towards them, and their open and avowed par-

tiality to France in the whole courfe of the mediation.

But more of the dejhonmtete, as they term it, to con-

tinue the offers and paces of mediator, after the trea-

ties formerly concluded with France, their money
fo openly received, and their hoflile march into the

duke of Brandenburgh's country. But after the news

of this laft adventure, the penfioner, at the head of the

States deputies, in the next conference upon their

defires, upon his majefty's propofmg Meurs, told me,
the States had at firit ordered the fame defire to be

rnade to the Swedilh ambaflador, but had fince re-

folved
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folved that fhould be omitted, becaufe they could

not confider that crown any longer as mediator, after

their being engaged actually in a war with one of their

principal allies, and upon meafures formerly taken

with their enemies.

You know fince, how this motion of the Swedifh

army has been a blind fort of bufmefs on both fides ;

they, on the one fide, apprehending the refolute pro-
feffions of this ftate to declare open war by fea and

land ,
and not only to engage their confederates, but

endeavour it with the Mufcovite too, in cafe they did

not retire their forces out of the Brandenburgh country, ,

have feemed oflatevery irrefolute how to go on, or come
off from the adventure ; #nd by a middle courfe of only

quartering in his country, but attacking none of his

towns, and paying fometimes for what they take, that

they might not be faid to live wholly at difcretion, as

in an enemy's country , they have feemed to defign the

giving juft fo much fatisfaction to France, as might

preferve their treaties with that crown , and fo little

offence to the confederates, as might keep off a gene-
ral breach with the emperor, as well as Spain and this

ftate, and perhaps mofl of the princes of the em-

pire too, in conjuction with Denmark.
On the other fide, this ftate, though they have,

from the firft march of the Swedilh troops, declared

pofitively to the ambaffador here, that they would

open the war, unlefs his mafter recalled his forces out

of the Brandenburgh territories
-, yet they have delayed

it all this while, upon pretence of that refolution's run-

ning the circle of all the provinces with fome more than

ufual delay , but in truth, that before they begin an
action of fuch confequence, they may be firft afTured

of their confederates intentions, take their meafures

with them, for beginning, as well as carrying on the

war, and in the mean time give Sweden leave to

avoid it by recalling their forces. As this matter has

played
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played upon thefe circumfrances and difpofitions, fa

you will eafily imagine the bufmefs of their mediation
has fometimes appeared alive, and fometimes dead ;

and whether it be one or the other, for my part, I

cannot tell. For, notwithstanding what the penfioner
told me, as I before mentioned, and what 1 hear was

replied at a conference with the deputies to the Swedifh

ambaffadors upon that occafion, yet, I find, he ftill

continues his memorials in the fame
ftyle, and will, I

know, make all the paces imaginable to preferve this

figure of mediation as long as can be done.

Now, whether this continue or no, which yet I

will formally afk the penfioner at his return, as you
defire , yet I doubt/ for my part, whether it will

not weaken the force of his majefty's mediation (which
will chiefly confift in the opinion of its being impar-
tial) to join it openly and formally with that of Swe-
den ; which, whether the war go on or no, will ever

be interpreted not only partial to France, but even to

be managed by the very motions they ihall receive

from thence. I am ever, &c.

To my Lord Arlington.

My Lord, Hague, Feb. 26, N. S. 1675.
T WAS extreme forry to find by your laft of the 9th,
* that your illnefs was returned, after I had flattered

myfelf of its having left you, from what your former

told me. God fend your next may bring me better

news of it, which will be welcomer to no body than

me. I am very glad to find his majefty has that pro-

pofition frill in his thought and endeavour, and hope
he will purfue it till it falls one way or other ; for, in

all bufmefs of public or private concernment, I have

always thought the beft rule is, as in hunting, one

thing at a time, and fee the end of it before another

begins. I am very proud to find his majefty's opinion,
2 as
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as well as yours, agree with what I had at the firfl

upon this bufmefs of Gelcierland , it is now over, but

the fmart of it will not wear off without further time ;

and bending the flick a contrary way rnufl make it

right.
I think his majefty, for his own fake as well

as the prince's, has reafon to be of the mind he is in

this matter, for all offers of that kind lofe us as many
friends in this country as they gain to France ; and

it was a common voice of Amfterdam, that they had
better be under the fubjeftion of that crown, than of

an abfolute fovereignty at home. In thofe few days
the noife lafted, there was above three hundred thou-

fand pounds drawn out of the bank of Amfterdam ;

the Eaft India actions fell above thirty, and thofe

upon the cantores of Holland fell from a hundred to

feventy-five, which was'five lower than at the molt

defperate crifis of the laft war ; which are effects that

might amaze fuch as do not either underftand or con-

fider, how much trade, and indeed all government,

depends upon opinion.
The prince has, in his letters to the province of

Utrecht, thanked them for their kindnefs exprefTed to*

him in their advice, and fallen very fharp upon thofe

in other provinces, who could ground fuch fufpicions
as they had upon that occafion; which makes me
fear, he does not yet know enough of the temper of
his patient, nor how little any fort of rough phyfic

agrees with it. And let me tell you, between us, that

among fome younger or warmer heads, they fay, our

friend has been the chief confulter of this affair, which,
for my part, I think, agrees very well with what
others fay, of his being at heart as much a republican
as monfieur de Witt : for, I am fure, nothing could

have given fo
great

a check to any defigns of domi-
nion here, as this has done. Whereas, by a courfe of

very popular counfels, with fome fucceffes in the war,
the States thcmfelves, in fome little time, might have

been
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been the inftruments of increafmg the prince's autho-

rity \ or the people might have forced them to it, by
their truft and kindneis to the prince, and thereby

preferring his government before their own.

I cannot tell you any thing yet, what is like to be
done about his majefty's proportion of Nimeguen for

the place of congrefs, the States having fent it to the

prince, as I had done at the fame time I put in my
memorial to them. I have prefTed it both with his

highnefs and here, as the only way of meeting , but

after all, I am apt to think the campaign will begin
before the treaty, and the events of one will be go-
verned by thofe of the other. I believe the method
of the next action will be, to have the emperor's army
act either by itfelf, or in conjunction only with that

of the circles, and for the Brandenburgh and Lunen-

burgh troops to fall in as auxiliaries only to the prince
of Orange, who mail command alone, and, upon
occafion of a fiege or a battle, receive other auxiliary

troops likewife from the duke de Villa Hermofa, who
will live in the bed intelligence, and, I believe, with

very great deference to his highnefs in the councils

and actions of the campaign.
I write you particular things, which go no othei

way, but fuch as I imagine his majefty, as well as

you, may be content to know. I am ever, &c.

To my Lord Chamberlain,

My Lord, Hague, March 22, N. S, 1675.
T Have newly received your's of the 8th current, and
*

rejoice with you upon your journey to Hufton,
where I wifh you the health and fatisfaclrion you pro-

pofe to yourfelf, and which is neceffary both to the

fervice of our mailer, and to the contentment of your
friends. What you wonder fo much at, both as to

the prince's faying, you had given him no anfwer to

what
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what he propofed to you about the peace ; and as to

my fuffering him to fay it, I muft tell you, that I

very well remember what you writ to me about mon-
fieur Ruvigni's fcherhe of thit matter ; and I told it

the prince, whether you ^rit to him, or no. But his

highnefs never took that for any anfwer to what he

had advanced to you at your being here ; which, he

fays, was not to France^ nor to know their mind

upon it, but his majefty's. Therefore the anfwer the

prince expected upon it was, to know whether his

majefty thought that propofal, or fomething near it,

a reafonable ground for fuch a peace as his majefty

judged fafe and lading: and, whether his majefty
would thereupon endeavour it with France, while his

highnefs did the fame with the confederates. If his

majefty mould be of this mind, then the prince ex-

pe<5ted,
he would propofe it to France, and fignify

their anfwer upon it : if that mould be juft what mon^
fieur Ruvigni flicks at, and no appearance of growing
lefs, I fuppofe, in plain terms, the treaty ends before

it begins, and is not to begin again till the campaign
ends. This, at leaft, is my opinion , and that, what-

ever the fuccefs of the one fide, and difafters of the

other, have been the laft year, yet the confederates

will rather throw away the fheath, and buckle again
to the war, than take a peace upon fuch terms, before

they are abfolutely beaten into it.

I have, upon Mr. Secretary Williamfon's order, at

two conferences, defired of the States to propofe a

plan to his majefty, xipon which, or near it, they
think their allies will confent to the peace. By next

poft, you will fee it from them in writing-; in the

mean time, I may tell you, it will be much fuch an-

other on the one fide, as monfieur Ruvigni's is on the

other ; and fo muft all be that comes this open way
from the* States. Nor mould I have defired

it,
but

by Mr. Secretary's orders, or expected an ifllie fr6m
VOL. IV G any
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any thing here in this kind, but v/hat firfl is privately
concerted between his

rjiajfefty
and the prince.

What the States will do, as to intcrpofing for prince
William of Furftenburgh, I know not \ but I hear it

talked among the foreign miniflers, that the emperor
will not part with him, unlefs a peace be made ; and,
in that cafe, he will oblige himfelf to give him his

liberty, and pardon him. I have very good reafon to

believe the Swedifh ambafladors, both at Paris and

here, make it their bufmefs to hinder the congrefs at

Nimeguen, by throwing in this incident, as well as

otherways, and flomach his majefly's being left the

fole mediator, by their being fo formally rejected, as

well as having obtained this point from the States, after

their having failed of Brecla fo long contended for.

However, monfieur Ehernilein and I live the beft that

can be together ; which I do, not only by his majefty's

command, but by my own difpofition too, having
vifited him four or five times, and communicated all

that has pafied in his majefly's mediation fmce he has

flirred out of his chamber, where he has lain fick,

either of the gout, or of trouble, fmce he is grown,
as he calls it, tout afait inutile : and, I think, indeed,
I never faw a more dejected man than he has been

upon this occafion.

For my own part, I think you have ended your
Indian treaty the beft you could : and you know very
well I ever told you, the flate here would break, rather

than come up to what our merchants (or the con-

trivers of fome unkindnefs between the nations) re-

folved at firil to afk, and have fmce flood upon juft
as you fay, either to have all they afked, or nothing.
Nor do I believe there will be much uie of the com-
miflioners to decide the quarrels of the companies,
when other quarrels are not intended on one fide or

the other. I am ever, &c.

fo
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To the King.

Hague, March 22, N. S. 1675.

May it pleafe your Majefty*
T Have this day received the honour of a letter from
*

your majefty of the 5th, for which I return my
humble acknowledgments, and efteem it much the

greater for having been written upon a fubjeft, which
I knew your majefty would not treat otherwife than in

confidence ; being, indeed, a very tender point, and
which touches the firings ; upon the good or ill tun-

ing whereof very much ofyour majefty's greateft con-

cerns at this time depends. I will confefs that I was

extremely furprized to read what your majefty fays
has been whifpered to you, concerning an intended

journey of the prince this fpring into England , and I

fhould be extremely afhamed to be found ignorant
here of a matter of fuch confequence, that were known
fo far off. I have very little belief of infallibility,

and lefs of no man's than my own ; but I am as con-

fident as I can be of having any ofmy five fenfes about

me, that the prince has never had yet one thought of

fuch ajourney this feafon, unlefs it had happened that

the peace had been abfolutely made, which he has not

lately had much reafon to hope for ; and for the pre-

fent, I believe, he thinks no more of a journey to

London, than to Venice ; nor indeed of any thing, but

how to get out of this war with a little honour and

fafety , towards which, I am confident, he reckons

upon pleafing your majefty as a much better and nearer

way, than diibbligirjg you in any kind,

This is my opinion, and I have not yet been out in

any of my calculations here. But becaufe I cannot

reckon any thing to be neglected, that deferves your

majefty's thoughts, I will, at my firft
feeing the

prince upon his return (which is expeded after to-

G 2 morrow)
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morrow) let him know, that I hear fuch a thinoj has

been whifpered to your majefty, and how I conceive it

muft be underilood : and will, upon this occafion, talk

It to the bottom, if I find it needs, either from what
I meet in his dilcourfe upon it, or can obferve from
his countenance. But if I find it wholly as I expect,
without any manner of ground, I fhail, with your

majefty's leave, neither mew him your letter, nor fpeak
of it as a thing your majefty believed, or reflected

upon. And of all this I hope to give your majefty an

account by the next.

I can eafily imagine what errand the whifperers of

this ftory muft have pretended, to give fuch a journey
of the prince about the time ofthe parliament's fitting :

and I will not anfwer for moniieur Van Beuninghen's

bufy talk at fuch a feafon ; though he may have as

little thanks for it here, as for all he has lately-

entered into of his own head with monfieur Ruvigni.
But I mould be very forry to ferve your majefty in this

figure, upon a fcene where any motions fhould arife

towards the difcompofmg your majefty's affairs, either

at home or abroad, or thofe meafures you mall think

fit to hold in a point fo material to the happinefs of

your reign. And, on the contrary, I am pretty con-

fident, that I could prevail both with the prince and

the ftate here, as to all that concerns themfelves, to

refer the bufinefs of the peace wholly to your majefty,
not as a mediator only, but as abfolute arbiter, and

without thinking of any other recourfe, but to your

majefty's perfonal difpofitions, and judgment of what

you efteem fafe for them and their neighbours. And,
if the point of honor, and thereby, indeed, of in-

tereft, were not in it, not to abandon their allies, to

whom they owe their own prefervation, and are tied

by fo many treaties ; I doubt not but I .mould be able

to fend your majefty fuch a fcheme from hence before

I am a week older.

If
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If my opinions are right, and your majefty be fo

fafe and fo eafy here, as I believe , it will then be

poflibly worth your majefty's obferving from what

quiver this arrow came, and whether there be no

poiibn in it, that you may know the hand another time.

If I am miilakeri, and there was reafon for fuch a

fufpicion, your majefty, I am fure, has a very ignorant
ambafTador here, and who has loll the talent of ferving

you with the fuccefs as formerly attended him , though,
I am Hire, he has loft none of that hearty zeal where-,

with he has been, and iliall be ever. Sir, your majeily's
moft faithful, &c.

To the King.

Hague, March 25, N. S. 1675,

May it pleafe your Majefty,
T N purfuance of what I writ laft poft', I waited on
* the prince yefterday at his return, and took occafion

to tell him what I heard had been whifpered to your

majefty about his intended journey this fpring into

England, without taking notice of having heard any

thing of it from your majefty. The prince told me
he knew very well what rnuft be the meaning of fuch

a report : that he was very forry to fee fome perfons
about you refolved to do him all ill offices to your

Miajefty, and indeavour to make things ill between you?

let his carriage be what it will : that, for his part, he

would never deferve it, but he knew not how to help

people's talk : they might fay if they would, that a

cow could catch a hare ; but he did not know why
any body fhould believe it. I interrupted him, and faid

he might be confident your majefty would be the laft

to believe any thing of his highnefs's ill intentions

towards you in any kind : and that, I was fure, you
believed nothing of this, whatever had been told you :

-

that he knew very well, how glad your majefty wcu: ;

G 3 bz
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be at all times to fee him ; but that it -might be at

fome times inconvenient to you both, and therefore

your majefty was confident, that whenever he had any

thoughts of it, the firft thing he would do, would be

to acquaint you with it, and know your opinion and

your pleafure upon it. The prince replied, that he

would be fure to do fo whenever there was occafion,

but hitherto there had been none : that, it was true,

when my lord Arlington was here, they talked fome-

times of his going into England this fpring, in cafe the

peace were niade ; or that if it were fo far advanced,
as to let him fee it would be done, he mould have

been content to go and conclude it in England : but

this was only talked at their beii^ here, and that my
lord Arlington had firft begua it, and put him upon
thefe thoughts : that, fince that time, he had never

thought more of it : and that I can tell very well, as

affairs went, if he had the greateft mind in the world to

go, he could not , and that, if he could, he was fure

Re mould never think of it without firft afking your

majefty's leave, and knowing that you liked it. With
that he faid in fome heat,

c Would to God none about

the king had worfe intentions to his fervice than I

have : but if he will not believe me, what can I do ?

I would be very glad to fee the king, and have but

too much reafon to defire it ; but I have fomething
elfe to do at this time than to think of fuch journeys.'
I tell your maiefty, as juft as I can, his own words ;

by which you will beft judge of his meaning : and

upon this I told his higfmefs, I was very glad I was
not miftaken in him ; for, upon hearing what had
been told your majefty upon this ftibject, I had written

to you the laft pcft ; and thereupon repeated fome
of the aflurances I had given you, both of his never

having had any fuch thing in defign, and of his duty
and intentions towards your majefty being in . all

points
what became him. The prince told me, he

was
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was very much beholden to me for it , and fwore he

would always make my words good, and that he

would never deceive you.

May it pleafe your Majefty,
I had written thus far in the morning, and thought

I had very little to add ; but, about one o'clock after-

noon, the prince came to me, and fent for me out of

my clofet, where I was locked up. When I came to

him, he made me excufes, at firit, in good humour

enough*; but, fuddenly changing countenance, he told

me, he had received a letter from my lord Arlington
that he could not but come and fhew me ; for he knew

not, for his part, what to fay to it, nor what he meant

by it : thereupon he read it all to me , and, upon that

part which concerned his journey into England, he

faid,
' his lordfhip knew well enough how far that was

' ever thought ofj for he was the firfl that put me upon
*

it.' Then he went on, and read a long period in

cypher, that began about Du Moulin's being Hill about

him, and fomenting the defigns of engaging the par-
liament this next fitting in the affairs of France

^

telling him thereupon, his highnefs knew bed, whether

fuch friendlhips were to be relied on that were made
a coups de batons : and that he knew very well, there

were difcontents here, as well as in other places, and

thatyFtffl Us tcuchoit^ on les pourroit fairefaigner encore.

I repeat the words as near as I can remember, becaufe

J know not whether this was written or no by your

maj city's communication or command : and the prince

reading
it with fome ftammering upon the interlin-

ing or the cypher, and yet with a good deal of

emotion, I will not anfwer for every word
-,
but I am

fure I am right in the grofs, upon reading the laft

words, ou les pourroit faire faigner. The prince faid,

he underftood this veiy well ; for it was the fame with

what my lord Arlington told monfieur Reed in Eng-
G 4 land;
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land ; that if the king would go about it, he could

make him be ferved as moniieur de Witt was : then

he fwore in a rage, that he could not bear this lan-

guage from my lord Arlington, nor live any longer
with him as he had done : that, under profeffion of

friendfhip, and of dealing plainly with him, he faw

very well, that he did him all the mifchief he could ;

and that he could bear it no longer. When I told

the prince, that . what my lord Arlington writ was

upon what others had faid, and endeavoured to make

your majefly believe ; he faid, No, he believed it was

my lord Arlington himfelf ; and that he had made
his brother Odyke hinder Du Moulin's going to

Surinam, on purpofe that he might frill have that

pretext of doing him ill offices to your majefly : that,

however, if he had been fuch a friend as he pretended,
whenever any body elfe offered at doing him fuch ill

offices to your majefly, my lord Arlington, that

knew his intentions fo well, mould have given them
the lie, and have anfwered to your majefly for him,
and not gone away himfelf with the belief of them,
or writ him fuch impertinent language upon no man-
ner of grounds : then he wifhed he might die on the

place, if he, or any man he knew here, had the leaft

thoughts of making any intrigues with the parlia-

ment, or offering at any forts of application to them ;
.

or if ever he had thought or done any thing in the

v/ar itfelf that deferved any fuch language as this.

But then he flopt, and faid, he would write to my
lord Arlington what was lit to be faid to fuch a letter :

but he would write to your majefly too ; and defired

rne, I would -convey it to you, fo as it might be de-

livered you in private ; for, unlefs he could enter into

a perfonal confidence with your majefly, he knew not

how to live with you , for he knew not which of your
miniflers he could trufl, fmce my lord Arlington

fifed him after this manner. I promifed his high-
nefs
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nefs to convey his letter to you : and, after a great

deal of paffion vented, and with all the profeffions

imaginable, not only of his own innocence, but that

no man mould dare do any thing agajnft your majefty's,

fervice, whilfl he had any power, he left me. And
I thought it my duty to give your majeily this bare

account of all that pafied, which I thought of fo

great concernment.

What is fo to your majefty's, will ever make me
lofe all other regards. I told your rnajefty, at my
coming away, I would depend upon none but your-
feif : when that fails, I know the way to my garden

again.
In the mean time, you ftiall be ferved with

the fmcere and particular devotion that becomes, Sir,

your majefty's moft loyal and moft obedient fubjeft

and fervant.

$o the Governor and Company of Merchant
Adventurers.

SIR, Hague, March 26, N. S. 1675.

I
Received not long fince a kind letter from you, in

the name of The company ofmerchant adventurers

of England, and mould be very glad to deferve the

good opinion you -therein exprefs of me, and of my
good intentions towards the fervice of your company
in its juft pretenfions here. It would be an honour to

me, during my prefent ambaffy,
to retrieve them,

after what happened to their prejudice before my laft

arrival ; as it was one to me in my laft ambaily to re-

prieve them, which, I think, indeed, I may wholly
attribute to myfelf. I am fure, no man can be a greater
fervant and well-wifher to all defigns of advancing
the trade of our nation, than I ; nor, confequently, to

the profperity of your company, and of the city of

London, where it refides, and where I efteem it an

honour to have been born. But as to the particular
branches
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branches of it, efpecially this at Dort, I dare not take

upon me to judge, how much the eftabliihment of it

in its former conftitutions imports the advancement
of our trade ; becaufe his majefby and council feem
to have put fome difcountenance upon that opinion,

by the liberty or connivance given, for fo many years

pall, to the interloping trade ^ which makes it look as

if the prefent intereft of your company here were no
more than the bare intereft of fome Few merchants

habituated at Dort, and their enjoyments of certain

exemptions, which are confiderable, perhaps, to their

domeftic and perfonal concernments, but very little fo

to the woollen trade of the nation, in which they have

but a very fmall ihare in proportion to what the

interlopers drive.

I may have leave to fay, that in what tranfactions

have parTed through my hands upon this fubject,

during my lail and prefent ambaffy, I have gone to

the bottom of this affair, and feen by what fprings it

has moved ; and being a very plain man, I will deal

fo with you in this matter, and tell you, that I believe,

the difcouragements given toyour company in England
by the liberties allowed the interloping trade, both

at firft raifed, and have ever fmce fomented, the , ill

talent that you know has been borne to it for feveral

years by this province of Holland : for, as to the

reft of the provinces, they have none at all againft

you. I believe the bottom of it here is, that they fee

plainly, whatever privileges are allowed your company
at Dort will be given by the other towns, either

openly or covertly, to all thofe interlopers who bring
their woollen manufacture directly thither ; and in

this, the very States themfelves cannot hinder what

each town will do for their own particular advantage.
And the effect they apprehend from this, is, a general
increafe of the imported manufactures from England,
and thereby a proportionable decay of their own;

upon
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*jpon which the mtereil of this province very much
turns : fo that I have had it faid to mc% almoft

in plain terms by the penfioner here, that if the king
will forbid the interloping trade, and reflore your

company to its full rights and privileges from his

majefty, they will do the fame to all they have

formerly enjoyed from the States.

When I have faid this, I have told you all I know
in your affair, the States General having deferred their

anlv/er to my memorial till the reprefentations upon
k fhall come from the flates of Holland : but I have

not told you all I fufpect; which is, that in the

prefent ftate of your company in England, it will be

very difficult to reftore it to the former ftate here, both

from what I have already faid, and from the confti-

tution of this government , by which it is very eafy to

prevent a refolution of the States in any fuch matter,

becaufe the engaging of one town in a province, or of

one province in the flates, may do that : but, on the

contrary, it is very hard to revoke a refolution pafled,
becaufe the confent of all is neceffary.

Upon this, you will beft judge what reflexions, as

well as what paces, to make in your bufinefs. And,
for my part, as my duty muft ever engage my obedi-

ence to whatever commands I receive from his majefty

upon this matter, fo my inclinations will always im-

prove it, all that may be, to the fervice of your com-

pany, which bears, at leaft, the name of our nation

and commerce, though many would have it believed

that neither of them are much concerned in it. I am
very much fo, in the good-will and opinion of fo

worthy and honourable a fociety, which I defire you
to let them know, and how much I fhall, upon all

occafions, endeavour to obferve them ; being to them,

jmd toyourftlf, Sir, an affectionate humble fervant.
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To Sir Jofepb Wittiamfon.

SIR, Hague, April 16, N. S. 1675.
AM to acknowledge yours of the goth pail, but

cannot take upon me to
juftify or to clear any

part of that paper given me by the States concerning
the terms of a peace : they would have been glad to

have been excufed from doing it at all ; and when it

was done, were glad it was off their hands \ and, I

fuppofe, have thought little of it, either before or fince.

I preffed them to it, becaufe you were pleafed to prefs
me ; but knew very well, it could be nothing but a

piece of form, and that the fecret hinges of luch an

affair could not turn before forty people, but mull

faften firft between his majeily and the prince, and

then pafs the forms of the Hates. His highnefs is now

perfectly well, has been up, and eat ftefh thefe four or

five days, and fhifted to-day ^ fo that his life may be

reckoned much fafer than it has been thefe feven years,
The Hones, you fay, are much wondered at there,

of hj| having been vifited by the foreign minifters,

and others, every day in his ficknefs, were fo far

from having any ground, that there were but four

people, befides the phyficians, that ever went to him ;

which were, Rhindgrave, monfieur Odyke, monfieur

Overkirke, and monfieur Bentinck, of which the two
laft were all that watched with him a-nights in turns ;

and indeed I never knew any ficknefs of a great man
fo well governed as his ^ for, you know how apt

they are, upon thefe occailons, to be endangered by
the officious exercife of too much care and fkill. Mr,
Skelton and Mr. Afhton arrived here on Sunday, and

delivered their letters that night , but the prince ex-

cufed feeing them in two or three days, fo as they are

gone to Amfterdam. The elector of Brandehburgh
j

I hear, come hither, either the end of this week,
or
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or beginning of next ; and I hear for a fecret, that

the two dukes of Limenburgh, that is, Cell and

Ofnaburgh, will be here too at the fame time, upon an

interview with the prince, in v/hich the marquis de

Grana intervenes from the emperor, to agree upon
the meafures of this next campaign. The Danifh mi-

nifters have received the money, or the greatelt part
of it, agreed by their late treaty to be paid them before

they take the field
-,
that is, the whole quota of Spain,

amounting to 5,000 M. crowns, is paid by don
Emanuel de Lyra, and the quota of Holland and

Zealand is likewife paid ; but whether they will im-

mediately break with Sweden, or ftand upon this date's

doing it firft, or at the fame time, I cannot tell ; or

whether this ftate will go fo high or no.

I have one from you by monfieur de Bas, who (hall

want no afliftance I can give him here. I have like-

wife a letter from his majefty, counterfigned by you,
in favour ofthe Elizabeth, a mip taken upon the fame

pretence with the Rebecca, concerning which I wrote

in my laft, and defired the declaration of his majefty's

underflanding that article to include the trading from

enemy's to enemy's ports : when this is done, I hope
to retrieve thefe two mips, if the owners are not want-

ing to themfelves in attending the profecution. I ar$

ever, Sir, your moil faithful humble fervant,

To Sir William Lockhart.

My Lord, Hague, April 18, N. S. 1675.
T AM obliged to your excellency for the favour of

one of the 5th pail, with the account pf your ill

tifage on that fide, in point of your letters ; which,

methinks, does not agree very well with the good intel-

ligence between our two courts, deferving more confi-

dence, and fairer appearances, as far as 1 underfland.

Your lordfhip knows beft the ways of redreffing it,

3 though
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though the lofs or delay of my letters hardly defervS
that care.

The tumult of Bourdeaux was, in my opinion, very'

prudently appeafed ; though I know not whether the'

fuccefs or example of fuch an radventure may not ftii*

humours, or raife hopes of the fame kind in other

great towns. I confeis, as much as I have read and

thought, makes me of opinion, that thofe govern-
ments are fafeft and happiefl for thofe that govern,
which are eafieft for them that obey ; and which

engage fubjects to love and fupport them by the

opinion they mall lofe by any change. And the con-

trary of this might be poflibly felt in France itfelf, if

ever they mould meet with a misfortune from abroad :

but that is very unlikely from the prefent profpect of
their own great force and wife conduct, compared
with the ill concert and ill fuccefs of their enemies ;

and the laft is like to continue as long as the firft,

which, you know, is natural to all confederacies. Yet,
whoever goes to fea, or to war, runs a venture, which
is all I mail fay of matters out of my way and my
reach -

9 and not trouble you with the great things faid

here by the marquis de Grana, of his matter's army this

year like to aft under Montecuculi in Alfatia., All the

news I can tell your lordfhip from hence, is, the fafety
of the prince , whofe illnefs has pafled without thfc

leaft ill fign or accident ; and his carriage in it, with

fo great equalnefs of temper, and conliancy of mindy

though it be not a thing of moment, yet has much
confirmed the great opinion I ever had of his perfonal

qualities being very extraordinary. I believe he will

be abroad to-morrow, unlefs he keep in one day to-

take phyfic, which he is but hardly perfuaded to.

Mr. Skelton and Mr. Afhton came hither on Sunday
from the king and duke upon this occafion of the

prince's illnefs , but have not yet feen him, and will

not return till next week. I am ever with great refpect
and
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and truth, my lord, your excellency's moft obedient

humble fervant.

To Sir Jofepb Wittiamfon.

S I R, Hague, Auguft 13, N. S. 1675.
CINCE my return on Sunday lafl, after a flow^

pafTage in very calm weather, I find myfelf obliged,

by the advance you have pleafed to make me in

your's of the 3Oth pail ; which, by bringing me ex-

cuies there was no occafion for, hath given me a very

juft one of making my acknowledgments : this I fhould

do more at large, if I thought the omifTion of cere-

monies were not allowed in an intercourfe of bufinefs ;

and were not, indeed, the befl manners to a perfon
that hath fo great a (hare as you have always upon
your hands.

I have, fince my coming hither, performed in two
conferences with the penfioner what I found myfelf
encharged with in the inftructions I now brought over ;

and acquainted him with his majefty's relblutions con-

cerning the warranty of Flanders, whenever the peace
is made, even with a rupture upon any invafion ; as

likewife the defenfive alliance with this Hate. I valued

them both fo far, that I left him extremely fatisfied

with the firft, and not unfatisfied with the other, tho*

it went not up to the height he qould have wifhed,

and, as he faith, was in propofal when my lord cham-
berlain was here. He will be ready to fall into the

confideration of both thefe whenever I defire it, which
I mall do when his majefly thinks fit to poffefs me k

with the project or heads of them, and to fend me-

further inftru&ions how far to proceed upon them.
For the peace, he exprefleth ftill the fame difpofition
towards it in this flate, he hath ever done , and the

great deference they will always have for the fenti-

ments of his majefly upon the conditions of it. Tho*

he
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he fays, he doubts not but the ftate will be induced td

furnifh the expence of another year's war, if France
continue the height of their demands, and the fuccefs

of the German army anfwer the expectation they have

given by the late encounters. He told me he would fpeak
with the miniflers of the confederates here, and ac-

quaint them with the continuance of his majefty's good
difpofitions and offices towards the advance of the

peace; and endeavour to find, whether any nearer

approaches might be made towards it by any new
overture they could agree in, and mould be content

to put into his majefty's hands.

I fell afterwards into the difcourfe of the two points
our late marine treaty is ftill a little lame in ; the

liberty of trade from enemy's to enemy's port, and

the manner of revifion. For the firft, I found, he did

not at all underftand where the difficulty lay , and that

monfieur Van Buninghen had never yet informed the

ftate of the difference he had fo long entertained you
with there, between concluding the future and the

paft.
After opening the whole matter, and reading at

lift the declaration as you had drawn it up, I prevailed
with him to fall in with it, upon thefe conditions ;

that, on our fide, it fhould not extend to any thing
that happened before the laft war , and, on their fide,

it fhould extend to the releafe of ail taken upon that

pretence fince the laft peace. And the firft of thefe I

was eafy in, becaufe I knew very well there could be

no cafe that concerned it before the laft war, when
both we and they were in peace with all our neighbours
from the firft conclufion of this article in 1668, till the

laft war began. Hereupon he refolved (though it

cannot be abfolutely concluded till an aflembly of the

States of Holland) however, to propofe it to the States

General, and endeavour to have it agreed by them,
under the approbation of the States of Holland at their

next
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next alTembly, which will be about a month or five

weeks hence.

For the point of revifion : when I found him con-

flant that the forms ofjudicature could not be changed
here ; which did but agree with what you told me
concerning ours in the admiralty there, however the

words of the treaty may feem to own ; I at firft made
him fenfible of the great inequality in the expences of

our revifions and theirs ; and thereupon propofed the

only expedient I can poflibly think of in the cafe ;

which is, that inftead of feven of the firft judges, and

eight revifors added to them, according to the prefent

forms, all revifions mould be made by three of the

firft judges, and four reviforsjoined with them, which

reduceth the number from fifteen to feven, and there-

by abates one half of the charge. This, i told him,
was only an expedient of my own, and which I had
not yet offered to the king ; but that I would do itj

if he would offer it to the States, and with the favour

of his own opinion falling in with it. And this we

agreed to do on both hands ; fo that you will pleafe to

let me receive his majefty's opinion upon it, as foon

as it may be without trouble ^ the bufmefs of the St

Jofephj and others, depending upon the conclufion of

this affair*

I afk your pardon for beginning your trouble of this

kind with fo much length, and your belief ofmy being

always, Sir> your moft faithful humble fervant.

To the King,

Hague, Aug. 13, N* S. 1675.

May it pleafe your Majefly,
CINCE my return to this place, I have had two^

very long conferences with the penfioner, which I

will not trouble your majefty with the detail of. The
ifilie was, that though they are grown here into better

IV, H heart,
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heart, by the fuccefs in Pomerania and upon the

Rhine, yet I found him fo fenfible of the hazard this

State runneth in the perfon of the prince, and of the

advantage they will receive by the guaranty of Flanders,
and defenfive alliance your majefty is refolved on with

them, in cafe they come to a peace by your interven-

tion, that he at length fell in fo far with what I told

him were your majefty's thoughts upon the conditions

of the peace, as to aflure me, that he would reprefent
them to the prince of Orange with all the advantage he

could . Befides the difficulties hemade about Burgundy,
in the confequences of it both to the Emperor and

Spain, he fell of himfclf, with
great perplexity, upon

that of the prince's own patrimonial eftate in that

country ; and faid, thofe lands, with Orange, would

give him too great a dependance upon France ; where-

as he delired to fee his highnefs have all upon Eng-
land, and none there. Upon the whole, we both

concluded that it was a matter which could not be fo

well deduced to the prince by letter as by difcourfe ;

and that it were bed for the penfioner to find fome

other pretence of attending his highnefs, and as foon

as he could. The penfioner, though he agreed with

me in it, yet faid, the prince was fo unwilling he Ihould

leave the Hague, that he would not do it without firft

afking his highnefs's leave, which he would do by an

exprefs immediately ; by whom I writ likewife to the

prince upon the fame occafion ; but referring all par-
ticulars to the penfioner, when he mould attend him.

We expecl: a return of this difpatch on Thurfday
-

9 and

whenever it comes, the penfioner will away the fame

day, and, in the mean time, flart fome pretence that

may give no jealoufy to the confederate miniflers here,

with whom we agreed this matter fliould not take air,

but by confent between your majefty and the prince.
I fee more appearance of a peace than a truce ; for I

find the penfioner as averfe from this laft, as inclined

to
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to the other. His chief reafons are, that there needs

as much negotiation to obtain the one as the other :

the charge of a war will not be lefTened by a truce ; and

if the people here fall once into the ufual courfe and

fecurity of trading, they will not be prevailed with to

return again into the war, though France fhould infift

vipon the mofl unreafonable terms.

For what concerns the Swede, the penfioner is of

opinion that nothing can be negotiated with them,

leparate from the confederates on both fides ; though
he faith, a private overture has been made, that in cafe

this State will procure a peace between that crown and
the confederates, Sweden will employ not only their

offices, but their forces too, if there be need, to in-

duce France to a peace upon the terms ofAix la Cha-

pelle, with an exchange ofAeth, Charleroy, and Oude-

narde, for A ire and St. Omers. Whether this have

any ground or no, fo much is, I think, out of doubt,
that the Swedes have an extreme defire to get out of

the war, and into the mediation again, but will, I

believe, find difficulties in both. I have entertained

Mr. Secretary Williamfon by this night's pacquet upon
thofe matters which were pointed at by my inftructions ;

but though it became me to trouble your majeily with .

the account of fuch as I had the honour of receiving
from your own difcourfes, and chofe this conveyance

by the captain of the yacht, as both furer and fpeedier

too, if not hindered by crofs tides in the river.

I cannot end this trouble without my humble ac-

knowledgments for that particular confidence where-

with your majeily hath been pleafed to honour me, in

my late attendances upon your majefty in England ;

and which I am much prouder of, than I could be of

any titles or advantages that are the common objecls
of other mens purfuit and ambition. I afTure your

majefty, mine fhall never go farther, than to deferve,

or at leaft acknowledge, the honour you are pleafedH 2 W>
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to do me, by all the fervices of my life, and by the

mofl conflant devotion and perfect truth, wherewith

I am, and iliall be ever, Sir, your majefty's moil loyal
and moft obedient fubject and fervant.

*To Mr. Sidney.

SIR, Hague, Sept. 3, N. S. 1675.
T WRIT to you from London two or three times,
^ whether acknowledging any of yours or no, I can-

not tell ; for the thoughts of thofe common forms

enter not into our commerce, farther than to make the

coming fafe of what is intended between us
-, therefore,

it is fit to tell you, that I had two from you while I

was in England ; one by Mr. Greenwood, and the lafl,

of July 21, juft before my coming away. .1 flayed
there jufl feven,weeks, which was much longer than

was intended when I was fent for ; as, I muft tell you,
I was by the king, though, I think, not above two
knew of it ,

and I was to make my journey a thing of

my own defire, and defigned for my private occafions ;

which, you know, I do not much trouble myfelf about.

The king happened to have no bufmefs fo much in

his head, all the time of my flay, as what turns a

good deal upon my hands , and fo by falling very
often into very long converfations, and privately with

me, gave occafion for a great deal of talk both there

and abroad, and expectations of fome very decifive

meafures taken upon the bufmefs of a peace, which,
when all is done, both as to conditions, place, time,

and manner of treaty, will depend much upon what

fhall prove the final event of this campaign. Things
have hit fomething worfe of late for the French than

before , but the armies, both in Alfatia arid Flanders,

having been left by our lafl letters in fight of one

another, will tell us how the year, and the hopes ofboth

:irties, will end. Before this can come to you, it is

likely,
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likely, you will hear the fuccefs a fhorter way ; for I

fend this by Mr. Locke's conveyance, having found no
kind of encouragement to ufe the French polls between

this and Paris ; and fo intending this for no further

intelligence, than of what pafTes between ourfelves ;

that itfelf is nothing more, nor like to be, it feems, in

hafte, than the very needlefs afTurances of what, I

know, we both feel at heart in the continuance and
warmth of our kindnefs and good wifhes to one another,

wherever we are ; and the fatisfaction we mall receive

in the knowledge of what becomes of us.

There feems not yet any certainty of the congrefs,
and till then, I fuppofe, I am fixed here : whenever
that happens, it is intended I fhall make a part of it,

with what company I know not ; my lord Berkley's

embalTy into France being like enough to break that

defignation. Mr. Fenwick has my lord Clare's regi-

ment, and will find advantages here, if he deferve

them , being the only Englifhman of quality in the

prince's fervice. I expect you {hall be as good as your
word in writing fometimes, where you are, how you do,
and think to difpofe yourfelf. I never wanted you
more than I did all the time I was in England ; and

never loved you better than I do, and fhall do while

I live. Sir, yours, &c.

To the King.

Hague, Sept. 6, N. S. 1675.

May it pleafe your Highnefs,
fTPHE penfioner came to me upon his return from
* the camp, and gave me this account of the

prince's anfwer to the feveral points I had difcourfed

to him here. Firft, that his highnefs gave your
majefty humble thanks for the confidence you had ufed

towards him, in letting him know your own thoughts

upon thefubject of the peace, which he would endea-

H 3 vour
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vour to deferve by communicating all his to your
majefty, upon this and all other matters, as he would
do to a father : that he was very glad of the intentions

your majefty exprefTed to enter into clofer meafures

with him and this State, which his highnefs would

promote all that could be on this fide , and that he
efteemed this a better guaranty for Flanders, than any
formal one that could be given upon the peace ; and
therefore defired, that the project of fuch an alliance as

your majefty will be content to make with them, may
be agreed on as foon as your majefty pleafeth, though
you mould not think fit to conclude it formally before

the peace, which yet his highnefs rather defired ; be-

caufe after there will be no way of keeping a party in

this State from endeavouring to renew their old mea-

fures with France, but letting them fee they were

already taken with England, and their fecurity found

with us, which they pretend to by the French.

That for the terms of a peace, the prince, for his

own part, would be very well content to refer them

wholly to your majefty ; but being, with the States,

engaged to their confederates by honour and treaties,

they were forced, in fome meafure, to confider what
would fatisfy them. That, he doubted, as things now
flood, they would not be induced to a peace without

the terms of Aix la Chapelle, and the reftitution ^of

Charleroy, Aeth, and Oudenarde, as abfolutely ne-

ceflary to make forne frontier for Flanders , that if

France infifted to have the county of Burgundy, it

would find more difficulty ; and that the Spaniards,
but efpecially the emperor, put fo great weight upon
it, that, he doubted, they would not only expect thofe

three towns, but likewife Tournay, Courtray, Lifle,

and Doway.
That the prince, for his

part, rather wifhed your

majefty would
proppfe

the peace upon the firft of

thefe plans ^ wherein, he had very good alTurance,

you
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you would be feconded by Sweden ; but, ifyou mould
rather chufe to have Burgundy left to the French, nei-

ther his highnefs, nor, he believed, the States would
make any difficulties upon it. And though he were

very fenfible of your majefty's kindnefs in the offers

concerning his own particular intereil there, yet, he

afTures your majefty, whatever he hath or may fuffer

in them, that mall be no fort of hindrance to the

peace.
That whatever proposition towards a peace your

majefty mould think fit to make, the prince defires

it may be done, as arifmg wholly from yourfelf, with-

out notice of any private intelligence with him ^ and

he thinks, the beft way of doing it will be at the

congrefs at Nimeguen ; where he doth not believe the

French will make any farther difficulty offending their

ambafTadors, when thofe of your majefty mall be

there
-,
and that the Swedes, as well as the confede-

rates, will certainly fend theirs immediately upon it.

This is the fum of the penfioner's difcourfe to me
from the prince. And when I told him, that I fup-

pofed his highnefs meant, the reftitution of thofe

three places mould be made in exchange for Aire and
St. Omers, as was fpoken of at my lord Arlington's

being here, he told me, the prince mentioned no fuch

thing , and though he confefled what had pafled in

the winter, yet he thought, as affairs had fmce

changed, France might find reafons to induce them to

a peace upon thefe terms ; yet, upon farther argument,
he faid, that if your majefty mould think fit to pro-

pofe an exchange at the treaty, he believed the States

would not be againft it. But he defired, that what-

ever your majefty refolved on, might be propofed at

the congrefs -,
and not be, in the mean time, commu-

nicated to monfieur ; but that if your majefty
defired any farther lights from hence, you would

pleafe to receive them as you have done thefe ; afliir-

H 4 in
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ing me, that no perfon but the prince and himfelfhad
been or fhould be acquainted with what had paffed;
and adding, that it was great kindnefs in your majefty
to avoid the noife which my going to the prince would
have made, fince his own had made too much among
the Spaniards in the army. Upon the whole, I find,

the hearts of the confederates are grown high with

their late fuccefles, and with hopes of greater before

this campaign ends ; and that the prince is very much
bent ^upon having his mare in the honour of it, either

by a fiege or a battle, which, I believe, we may fud-

cenly hear of, and that Charleroy is defigned. The
event hereof, as well as of the farther action yet ex-

pected in Alfatia and Treves, will fo much govern the

conditions of the peace, that I do not fee how your

majefty can, at prefent, be mafter of them farther,

than by bringing it to a congrefs, and making the over-

tures there, according to the poilure of affairs at that

time, when no new fucceffes on either fide mail arife in

that feafon to change the fcene. I can yet fee no farther,

unlefs your majefty can think of any temper, wherein

France and the prince may belike to agree before-hand,
which will depend upon the opinion "ieach fide hath of

their affairs : your majefty will guefs at that of the

confederates by what I have written j and, I hope,
knows that of France by better hands.

'

I humbly beg

your majefty's pardon for the neceffafy length of this

trouble, and your' acceptance of the true devotion

wherewith I am, and mall ever be, Sir, your majefty's

jnoft loyal and rnoft obedient fnbjeft and fervant.
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To my Lord Chamberlain.

My Lord, Hague, Sept. 10, N. S. 1675.
AM to acknowledge the favour and kindnefs of

one from you of the i8th pail, and of the account

you therein give me of yourfelf, as well as the reflec-

tions you make upon the affairs at prefent in the fcenes

here. To the firil I mall fay nothing at all, knowing
how good ajudge you are of other men's affairs

-, and,

confequently, how much better you mufl needs be of

your own, in which all men are to be allowed for the

bed mailers, till they either confefs to have failed of

their ends, or not to have found what they expected
in them. I hope you find good recruits of health in

the country, fmce you reckon upon ilaying fo long
there, as the accounts I receive of the king's intended

motions make me guefs. But for the profpecl: you
have there of the general affairs, I do not think you
could mend it by any removes ; for all will ilill de-

pend upon the lail events with which this campaign
ihall end; in which, I find, if the prince had no
wifer counfellors than you and I, he would be content

to preferve his army and Flanders, till he faw the force

of thefe German expeditions fpent one way or other.

But, I hear, he is refolved to have a mare in the

honour ofthe campaign, and will endeavour by a fiege
of Charleroy to bring the French to a battle, though
they are near as ilrong in number as he is, and much
flronger in horfe. To this end he is drawing together

eighteen regiments towards Ruremonde from the gar-
rifons of this ilate, which will make his foot ilrong
when they join him. But, when all is done, Flanders

is the only fcene where the late fuccefies of the con-

federates can, in any probability, receive a check this

year ; and whoever fights a battle, runs a venture.

His grandmother died on Monday lail, and has, I

7 fuppofe,
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fuppofe, thereby left a confiderable addition to his

fortune.

The news here to day is of taking Treves, where-

in monfieur Creque, and all the officers, remain pri-
foners ; but the foldiers, both French and Dutch, are

fent away free, with engagement not to ferve againft
the confederates in three months ; and the Lorrainers

either to remain prifoners, or to take fervice under that

duke. If this army mould march into Lorrain, as

was intended after the taking of Treves, I know not

in what condition France would be to receive them,

confidering how ill the prince of Conde has yet been

able to deal with Montecuculi.' But I have an opinion
that the dukes of Lunenburgh, who make the greateft

flrength of it, will march back with their troops, to

make good their mare in Bremen, if the Swedes mould
not be able to defend it ; which will depend on the

refolutions of the duke of Hanover, that are not yet
known. A commiffary of Sweden, who flill remains

here, fays, that France will no longer infifl upon the

point of prince William, at lead, no further, but that

he mall be fet at liberty upon conclufion of a peace.
If this be fo, I fee not how a congrefs will fail , if not,

I know not how it will be.

In the mean time, this State is very earneft to have

it begun by the king's fending his ambafTadors thither,

which, they undertake, mall be followed not only by
thofe of the confederates, but the Swedes too , who
feek all ways of drawing their flake, as foon and as

well as they can, out of the prefent game.
This is all I know of to be told you at prefent from

this place of folitude and leifure. And for myfelf, I

will only fay, that the journey or further remove you
mention, and were told I was to make immediately
after my return, is a thing I never heard of before,

and fo know not what your politic informers meant

by it, unlefs it be the fame which I believe they meant

by



to the King, the Prince of Orange, &c. 107

by feveral other things I found they told you of

my aftions or difcourfes while I was in England, and

with as little grounds. God be thanked, that among
fo many purfuits and journeys I have of late, by re-

port, been engaged in, I know of none of them, but

find myfelf a man of great repofe, and without other

defigns, than of going on that dull, eafy, and indif-

ferent pace that is natural to me ; and by which as I

Can make no great fortunes, fo, I hope, I may make
no great faults, and get no great falls ^ but mall ever

be your moil faithful humble fervant.

To the King.

Hague, Sept. 20, N. S. 1675.

May it pleafe your Majefty,

"LJAving found the penfioner fenfible how little rea-
** fon this State would have, upon any fuccefles,

to change the terms they propofed to themfelves for a

peace, fmce they had no pretenfions of their own for

carrying on the war; and having touched the fame

firing in a letter I writ to the prince upon the death

of the princefs Dowager, I received one yefterday
from his highnefs of the i7th, wherein were thefe

words
-,

"
Je ne voypas qtfavant quefarrive a la Haye

"
je pourrois fairs quelque chofepourl'avancement dela

"
paix, laquelle pourtant je fouhaite pafflonnementfur le

"
pled que je vous ay toujours dit" I fhould be glad

your majefty and the prince were fo agreed, before a

congrefs begins, as to draw things towards the fame
head in all matters that mall be negotiated there ; and
I fee no other difference, than what there may be in

the value of the county of Burgundy, or Aire, and
St. Omers. I find them here of opinion, that nothing
can be advanced towards a peace otherwife than at a

congrefs , which they feem to ground only upon the

great variety and number of parties and interefls that

are engaged now in the war. But, I believe, this pro-
ceeds
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ceeds chiefly from the Spaniards, who are extreme

jealous of all private meafures that may be taken be-

tween your majefty and the prince upon the fubjecl: of
the peace.
Your majefty will beft judge, whether you are

likely to prevail with the emperor to releafe prince
William before the conclufion of a peace ; or with

France to infill no farther upon this point before a

treaty begins ^ and will pleafe accordingly to apply your
offices towards fome way or other of overcoming this

difficulty, which muft be the firft open ftep that can be

made towards the peace, that fo as little of the feafon

for a treaty may be left as the campaign will allow.

I will not increafe your majefty's prefent trouble

beyond the profeflions of that humble and hearty

devotion, wherewith I am, and mall be ever, Sir, your

majefty's moil loyal and moft obedient fubjeft and

fervant.

To the King.

Hague, Sept. 27, N. S. 1675.

May it pleafe your Majefty,
CO great an honour as I received by a letter from^

your majefty, has made me equally fenfible how
much I am to acknowledge it, and which way I may
beft deferve it, by applying my whole endeavours to

what I find is fo much in your majefty's thoughts.
We are now fo near an end of the campaign, that I do
no longer expe6l any decifive action from it ; and

when all the fights and all the bonfires are done, I

believe, the greateft effect of it will be beft judged by
the winter-quarters of the imperial army : whether

count Montecuculi will be able to gain them in L,orrain

and the Upper Alfatia (as he propofes, and, I hear, has

promifed the emperor) or mall be forced to feek them

on the other fide the Rhine, which muft happen in cafe

he does not mafter Haguenau and Saberne, For the

battles
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battles expe<5ted either in Pomerania or Flanders, I am

apt to think neither party will feek them, without

fuch advantages as the other will not give ; fo as the

year may end without them. And your majefty may
already guefs how the next fcene is like to open, and

upon what foot the negotiations of a peace are like to

begin. On this fide, I find, the overtures of them are

expedted from your majefty (though, I believe, both

the court of Rome and of Sweden may affecl: that

honour) and they are, I fuppofe, to be made by two

different motions at the fame time ; the one public, by
advancing the congrefs and fome propofition there (or
middle fcheme between the pretenfions of the parties)

that may ferve for a ground upon which the treaty may
begin ; the other private, by feeling the pulfes on

each fide, and judging from thence, whence the neareft

approaches are like to be made. For the congrefs,

your majefty has all the reafon in the world not to

fend your ambafTadors till you have afTurance that

thofe of both parties will immediately follow, and,

towards this, I fee no other motions to be made on this

fide, than for your majefty either to write to the em-

peror, or to give me a command to fpeak to his

minifter here ; and, by one of thefe ways, either to

make it your defire, that in confideration of your
majefty as mediator he will make way for the congrefs

by putting prince William of Furftenburgh into fome
neutral hands, without further condition -

9 or elfe pro-

pofe, that he may be fent to Venice, upon caution

taken from the State, that if the peace fucceeded not,

he ihall be returned to Vienna.

For the pulfe on this fide, I will aiTure your majefty,
it ftill beats very faft and very high, in all thefe pro-
vinces, towards the peace ; fo that in cafe the congrefs

begins,
and at Nimeguen, as it is at prefent agreed (that

is, in the eye of thefe people) I think, I might undertake
to make them agree to your majefty's abfolute arbi-

trage,
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trage, in any difficulty that might arife upon it. And
the fufpicion of fuch violent influences, from the bent

of the people here, will make the houfe of Auflria en-

deavour (though upon other pretences) to remove the

congrefs to Ibme remoter place. As to Spain, I am
not of the fame opinion ; and find by my lafl difcourfes

with don Emanuel de Lyra, what reafon the Prince had
in his lafl with the penfioner to make fo much dif-

ficulty upon the point ofBurgundy ; for, when I began
only to touch that, firing by faying, the greateft dif-

ficulty would lye there, and that your majefly agreed
with the confederates in the opinion of an abfolute

neceffity to make a frontier for Flanders, don Emanuel

interrupted me brifkly, and faid, Qu'on ne fe flatte pas

fur ce point , car nous perdrons plutot toute la Flandrepar
la guerre que de ceder la Bourgogne far la paix. How-
ever I do not defpair upon this point itlelf, if your

majefly and the prince mould come to agree in it ;

becaufe I know how unwilling the houfe of Auflria will

be to break from this State in the courfe of the treaty ;

and in all that has pafTed of late between them, they
have not fo much confidered any advantages they ex-

pected from the war, as what they might hope by
clofing fuch meafures with this State, as might ferve

them upon all occafions, even after the peace, and in

any new conjunctures that may open when the king of

Spain grows of age, by himfelf or fome fettled miniflry
to direct the councils, and head the actions of that crown.

But this is the hardefl of the game : whereas, if

your majefly mall, on the other fide, find France dif-

pofed, by the late ill current of their affairs, to come

up to the prince's firfl project, which was, the four

towns for Aire and St. Omers ; I mail look upon the

peace as made, notwithflanding any new incidents that

may fall in, either from the empire or the Dane. I

will defire your majefly, not wholly to forget the ad-

vantages that were offered you from hence upon that

icheme
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fcheme of a marriage between the two crowns, in

cafe any way mould open towards it, by the great

variety of accidents that may yet poffibly happen in

the progrefs of a war , becaufe in all events, France

with that may find an ifTue with honour, and your

majefty with profit, as well as applaufe.
For that wherein your majefty wimes the penfioner's

eyes were opened, I have often difcourfed upon that

fubjeft to him and others in the chief direction here,

fmce the fcene began to change to the difadvantage of

France. But they all anfwer, thefe confiderations will

not be in feafon till Spain mall arrive at the terms of

the Pyrenees ; beyond which, if any ftep mould ever

be made, they fay, the interefts of this State will

change, and not before. But there is yet another biafs

in this matter ^ and that is, the Loveftyn party's being
fo much bent upon the meafures with France, which

turns thofe of the prince and the prefent government
here fo much more upon Spain. But thefe will leflen

by nothing fo much as by your majefty's advances into

clofer meafures and confidences with them, and by
that means taking off their dependences from the

other crowns, and turning them wholly upon yours.
All which lies, as I luppofe, in your majefty to do,
at what time, and in what degree foever you pleafe,
as you may judge by the laft account I gave of the

prince's and penfioner's difcourfes upon this fubject.
I am to beg your majefty's pardon for this length,

which I have been engaged in by the delire of giving
what lights I thought might be necefiary now at your
majefty's entrance upon this great work of the media-
tion : I am, and fhall be all my life, Sir, your
majefty's moft loyal, and moft obedient fubjecl and
fervant.
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To Sir Jofepb Williamfon.

S I R, Hague, Oftober 15, N. S. 1675.
T HAVE the honour of yours of the 28th paft, with
*

his majefty's commands upon, the two points of the

marine treaty, in purfuit of thofe gentlemen's opinion
to whom the confideration of them was referred,

which I likewife received in a paper inclofed. To-
morrow I fhall have a conference with the States

deputies upon them, and by the next fhall be able to

give you an account of them, and doubt not at all

but his majefly will have fatisfaction in them, which

way foever he pleafes to turn them, fo it may be re-

ciprocal on both fides.

Upon my memorial to the States, renewing the

offices of his majefty's mediation, and defiring that

paflports might be prepared, the States have refolved

it fhall be done without delay or difficulty ; and in the

fame form with thofe for the congrefs at Cologn. They
are content to give them with blanks for the names of

plenipotentiaries, and likewife, if his majefty pleafes,

with a blank for the name of the place of treaty ; and

either to deliver them here to me, or fend them to

monfieur Van Beuninghen, to be difpofed of by his

majefty's order. In all which points, if you pleafe to

fignify his majefty's pleafure to me, I fhall not fail of

feeing it performed \ and queflion not but it will be

abundantly in time, confidering from what diftances

the other parts of this kind are to be performed, and

how little ufe can be made of all thefe diligences till

an expedient be found out in the bufmefs of prince
William.

I have, upon return of the emperor's minifler to

this place, performed likewife, by his intervention,

the fame offices in his majefty's name to the court at

Vienna \ upon which he told me, that he queflioned
not
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not to the emperor's ready compliance with his mrjefty
in this matter, provided that France would reciprocally

furnifh the pafiports neceffary for the imperial minifters

and thofe of the allies, but more particularly thofe of

the duke of Lorrain, upon which there had been fa

freat

an obflruction 2;iven to the late treaty at Cclogn.C2 J O
could anfwer nothing to this point ; whereupon he

defired me to infmuate it with the firil to his rnajefty,

that fo the refolut-ion of France might be clearly known-,

adding, that he fuppofed there would be no difficulty

in this, or any other matter which concerned the pre-
fent duke of Lorrain ; fmce all the pretences given

by France to any action againil that dutchy had

been railed from their perfonal quarrels with the old

duke, and jealoufies, or exceptions, againfi: his per-
fonal qualities, which could not lie againll the prefent
duke. From this he fell into the general diicourfe

of the mediation, and how powerful all his m'ajefty's

offices would prove$ in cafe he preferved the au-

thority of a mediator ; which confiited chiefly in the

opinion of his impartial difpofitioris to all parties.

That he did not queftion this of his majetly, fince

he had charged himfelf with the mediation; and
that he fuppofed, it was fome of his miniilers, with-

out his knowledge, that had given occafion to the

reports which were fpread in the German princes
courts of the Elector Palatine having begun a pri-
vate negotiation with France by the intervention of

the court of England, which had interrupted the

meafures of count Montecuculi, and drawn him back
with his forces towards thofe par:s. I had nothing
to reply upon this fubject, but that it was a {lory I

knew nothing of, and that the account monfieur Span-
heim gave me of his journey into England was very
different from any fuch intentions of his mailer : and
fo I turned the diiconlie to the bufmcfs of prince
William ; wherein he faid, all the order he had re-

VOL. IV. I ceiv^l
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ceived was to declare, that the emperor was willing,
at the opening of the congrefs, to expofe that whole

matter before the feveral minitters there concerned, and

leave them to judge of the reafon he had for that

feizure and detention.

By what I could gather from much difcourfe between

us, upon a point wherein neither of us had order to

fay any thing from our matters, I am apt to believe,

if his majefty will propofe an expedient in it, as a

mediator, and with the ftrength of his own defire upon
it, that the emperor will not eafily refufe it. And if

his majefty mail refolve to make this trial, and tranfmit

it hither, in a letter to be conveyed to the emperor,
I mall, at the fame time, engage the offices both of

the imperial minifter here, and don Emanuel de Lyra,
to make way for it. This laft was with me yefterday,
and among many difcourfes upon the fubjeft of the

peace, fell upon the difficulty there would arife about

the Pope's nuncio, who could not intervene at a con-

grefs at Nimeguen, though his matter's mediation had

been accepted both by the houfe of Auttria, and like-

wife by France -

9 and thereupon aiked me, whether the

place of congrefs might not yet be changed , which I

have found of late both him and the emperor's mi-

niftermuch endeavouring. I told him, I believed though
his majefty had named Nimeguen, yet he had no other

engagement to it befides the difficulty of any new

agreement among the parties, who had already accepted
this

-,
and it was not eafy to find any fitter in the

provinces of this State admitted by France : and all

others feemed to be excluded by a refolution of France

and the houfe of Auftria, not to treat in either of their

dominions. Thr.t for the difficulty of the Pope's
nuncio, it was firft to be confidered, that though his

matter's mediation had been accepted by the emperor,
and the two great crowns, yet it .could not be fo by
Sweden, Denmark, or this State. So as the Pope

could
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could not be efteemed in this negotiation as an univer-

fal mediator, which was a figure would belong to his

majefty alone. And therefore it would not perhaps
be of neccfiity for his minifter to intervene at the

place of congrefs, but only to refide at fome place in

the neighbourhood, where he might have conftant

communication with thofe princes minifters who had

accepted his mafter's mediation ; raid might poffibly

make ufe of it in points that were purely between them-

felves, without concernment of the other parties. That

to this purpofe there was Cleve, within two hours of

Nimeguen, where the exercife of that religion was

free, and performed in the great church ; or if not,

there were other convents at the fame diftancc, very
fit for receiving a nuncio. Don Emanuel feemed to

find no great exception againft this expedient ; but

faid, it would not be agreed upon unlefs his majefty

propofed it to France , which he therefore dcfired I

would infmuate in my next letters.

The penfioner told me in my laft conference, that

the expedient I mentioned in my laft, to have been

offered monfieur Van Beuninghen, concerning the bu-

finefs of prince William to be agreed in the firft article

of the treaty, was offered him by one of his majefty's

fecretaries of ftate, which I could
fay nothing to :

but I am very confident, if France will infill no farther

than that, there will be no difficulty in this congrefs.
He told me at the fame time, that the duke of Nieu-

berg had done his majefty and the mediation a great

wrong in Germany, by endeavouring to form a third

party among the princes of the Rhine, and giving out

that his majefty would be the head of them. To
which I only replied, it was a thing 1 knew nothing
of; but that I was very confident his majefty would

upon no occafion quit the figure of mediator, having
once undertaken it, and being fo univerfally accepted.
I am ever, Sir, your, &c.

i 2 sri
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To the King.

Hague, Nov. i, N. S. 1675.

May it pleafe your Majefly,

SINCE
the prince's return I have had two large

difcourfes with his highnefs, and mall give your

majefty only the fum of what pafled, not troubling

you with the length of many circumftances. The

prince received the affurance your majefty was pleafed
to give him in fome lines of your own hand, with very

great fenfe of fo much kindnefs -

9 which, he faid, he

had all the reafon that could be to believe from thofe

exprefiions, and would ever deferve them the beft he

was able.

Upon the fubject of the peace he was, at my firft

audience, drier and more carelefs than ever I found

him laft winter or fpring. He faid, it was out of his

head at prefent ; that we fhould find the Spaniards
much fliffer than fix months ago ; that Montecuculi's

defire of going to Vienna had hindered his taking up
winter-quarters in Alfatia , and fome difference be-

tween himfelf and the Spaniards had fpoiled the effect

of this campaign, without which it might have gone
far towards a reafonable peace. That he faw the only

way of making the war in Flanders would be with

two feparate armies, which might be. cornpaffed next

campaign , and that, if the forces of Lunenburgh
and Munftcf could clear Bremen of the Swedes this

winter, he believed France might have their hands

full next fpring.
All his difcourfes being of this kind, I thought not

fit to purlue them far the firfc time
-,
but yefterday, at

a fecond audience, I refolved to bring it to fome point;
and defired his highnefs to tell me, not what he

thought of Spain or the empire, but upon what terms,

he himielf would be content to fee the peace made,
and
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and to fall into a concert with your majefly for effect-

ing it ; which I knew you would expecl fome know-

ledge of by this pod. He faid at firfl, it was a hard

queflion, and that he would think of it : but when
1 preiTed him hard, he laid at lafl, he found the Spa-
niards fo difficult upon Aire and St. Omers, which he

had firfl thought of upon an exchange, that, for his

part, he would be content with the quitting of Bur-

gundy, if the French would give two towns more in

Flanders than thofe four your majefly propofed ; that

is, Tournay and Doway-, becaufe, he believed, France

would make more difficulty of Lifle. And fmce your
majefly firft made your fcheme, the Swedes had loft fo

much, that this, he thought, might very well be given
in their confideration. After much reply and argu-
ment, all I could clear by this difcourie confiiled in

thefe two points : that the prince does not think fit

the peace mould be flopped by pretences of the princes
of the empire to retain their prefent conquefls upon
Sweden ; and that he will be content to yield the point
of Burgundy, if the reflitution of places in Flanders

may be enlarged as an equivalent to it, and for the

refty the terms cf Aix la Chapelle : fo that between

your majefly's thoughts and thofe of his highnefs,
there will be the difference only of a town or two,
more or lefs ; by which your majefly will be able to

judge in what compafs this matter will turn, when it

comes to a treaty.

I am fenfible of having given your majefly too

many and too long troubles of this kind, and will not

therefore lengthen this beyond the profefiions of that

eonflant and fincere devotion, wherewith I am, and

fhall ever be, Sir, your majefly's moft loyal and moil
.obedient fubject and fervant.
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To Sir "John Temple.

SIR, Hague, December 12, N. S. 1675.
HAVE feldom troubled you iince my laft return out

of England, leaving it to my filter to entertain you
v/ith any thing that is clomeflic, and to .the paper that

is ufually lent you, to inform you of common occur-

rences : and little of negotiation having lately pafled

here, farther than the formal progrefs of the king's

mediation, in propofing, and, at length, fixing the

place of treaty to be at Nimeguen, which you defire

to know the reafons of.

I propofcd this town to the king, and his majefty
to the parties, not as a matter of ohoice, but almoft

of neceffity $ for the emperor would not fend his

arnbaiTadors to any in the French territories or con-

quefts ; and the French would not fend theirs to

any in the jurifdiction of the confederates \ fo that we
fell at firft here into the thoughts of Bafil or Hamburg,
but many inconveniences were found in both ; and

France, upon the hopes of falling into particular mea-

fures or treaties with fome of the confederates, was
content this laft year with any difficulties that might
keep or? a general congrefs, which was likely to unite

their interefts rather than feparate them. And the

confederates, on the other fide, upcn the confidence

of their great numbers and forces, had a niind to fee

the events of the two laft campaigns before they fell

into any ferious thoughts cf either peace or trer.ty :

and fo his majefty 's offers of mediation have con-

tinued now a year and a half without any .

farther, than being at length accepted by all the

ies,

The ill iliccefs cf the French arms in the invaluable

Jofs of monlieiir Turenne ; the defeat of monfieur

Crequi '-ig-of Trevcs. and trie ill condition of
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the Swedifh affairs, but, mod of all, the flanch re-

folutions of the confederates to avoid all feparate

treaties, have, I fuppofe, inclined France to let on

foot the general one, by the offer they made of fend*

ing their ambalTadors to any town in four of the pro-
vinces belonging to the States ; which gave fome eafe

in that firft pace, of propofing a place for the con-

grefs which might be generally accepted.
Yet the confederates, were not without their dif-

ficulties upon this point. They fufpected the inten-

tions of the French in this overture itfelf, as a piece
of compliment and cajolery to this State, whofe dif-

pofitions towards the peace they knew to be different

from thofe of all the other confederates : they appre- ,

hended very real effects upon the iffue of it, by the

practices that might be carried on in thefe provinces by
the French ambaffadors and their instruments, in fuch

a concourfe of Grangers as a general treaty was like

to draw into them. Upon this ground the Imperial
and Spanim have violently oppofed the accepting this .

offer from France, and would have drawn the treaty
to Frankfort, Cologn, Bafil, or Hamburg, rather than

into any of thefe provinces.
The prince of Orange himfelf, and the penfioner

here, with others of the States, had fo much of

jealoufy in the matter, that they would rather have
chofen the treaty in another country, and would by
no means hear of either Utrecht or Breda, in regard
of their vicinity to the heart; of this province, where

thepuifc beats higher towards a peace upon the intereils

of trade, than in any of the reft. But ail of them
were fenfible, that it would not be borne by the people
here to refufe this offer of France, and thereby reject

the treaty on this fide, which feemed by it to have
been fo much advanced on the other.

From thefe reafons we fell into the thoughts of
Ibrne town in Gdderkud, and the moil" remote from

I 4 hence,
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hence, as the eaflefc to be accepted by the confederate

Hiinifters, which fixed the proportion at length upon
Nimeguen ; though indeed the very fituation of it,

as a center between Spain and Sweden, the eaftern

parts of the empire and England (which are all to have

parts in the treaty) made an appearance of fome con-

venience, as well as neceffity in the choice.

You will have known from England fooner than

from hence, that I am dengned by the king for one

of his ambafiadors in this mediation , and I begin ac-

cordingly to turn my thoughts and. affairs towards that

remove, which, as to the air, being much drier than

this, I do not diflike. As to the bufmefs, I expert
an encreafe of trouble and expence, as well ?.s honour.

I remove my whole family, put off my houfe here,

and have fixed already upon one at Nimeguen ; for

which, with ilables and out-houfes necelTary to it, I

am like to pay a thoufand pounds a year, which is but

a part of thofe exactions like to be practiced there

upon this cccnfion, and which cannot be remedied by
this State ; where the mngiilrates of each town have

a jurifdiclion uncontrokible by the States themfelves,

either general or provincial, and are like themfelves

at Nimeguen to give us no remedy in this affair, which

they are all concerned in.

What proipedt there is of a peace like to refill t from
this cono;rds, -upon what terms, or what time, is very
diflicuk to u'll you : the deLiys of it muft be fuch as

parties pieafe, it being in the power of either to

n upon the formal or fubftantial parts of the

Nation. The conditions to be firfl propofed will

be difhn: enough, becaule they are like to come from
all the fever?.! parder, ; though fome of them would be

glad his majefly, as mediator, v/ould draw die firft

:coraing to "what: ii-r ih;;ll efeeem rnofc jult and

ao-rc^able to the common interefls of Chriflendom ^

*nd r>r net, bur whatever peace his majerly
;io'it in fuch r- as to
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make it eafily accepted by all parties/ and take upon
him to be the arbiter as well as mediator in this great
affair. But, for aught I fee, our councils are fixed to

act no fuch part ; fo as the mediation will not at all

lead, but follow the difpofitions of the parties ; as

thefe, I fuppoie, will do the events of the war, fmce

no fufpenfion of arms is like to be agreed during the

treaty.

The prefent difpofitions, I think, are thefe : France

will pretend to all their conquefls< both of the laft

war and this , but would at prefent be content, I be-

lieve, to part with a town or two in Flanders, fo as

they may keep Burgundy ; and will make no difficulty

to leave the empire and this State as they were when
the war began (after all* this expence of blood and trea-

fure). Spain, feeing fo many confederates united in

their quarrel, and engaged to make no peace without

their confent, reckons upon no lefs than the Pyrenean

treaty, and would keep off* this till fome fuccefles of

the confederates arms may make way for fuch condi-

tions. The emperor finding this war has almolfr

united the empire in the intereftsof thehoufeof Auftria,
and drawing money from thefe States, as well as from

Spain, is very unwilling: to lofe the conjuncture, and
therefore would be glad to have the war go on ; and fo

will not only infift'upon the reftitution of Lorrain and

Phiiipfburgh, but reparation ofdamages to the princes
of the Jlhine. Thefe States alk nothing for themfelves,
but the reftitution of Maeftricht, and of commerce as

it was before the war , but think it neceflliry for their

own fafety, that a good frontier be left the Spaniards
in Flanders ; and fo will endeavour to have five or fix

good towns reftored there, in exchange for Burgundy^
which they are lefs concerned in. But all the allies

agree in repofTcfling the duke of Lorrain, which is a

matter that France is moil referved in, as having no

pretence, either of right or conqueft, there , and yet,

jiifily efteeming it a matter of more importance to
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them than all the reft, confidering not only the force

and riches of that province, but the fituation of it and

the abfolute engagements of the prefent duke to the

interefts and perfon of the emperor. If thefe points
could be agreed, nothing that concerns the new quarrels
in the North would, I believe, hinder the peace , but

upon the prefent ftate of the war and the mediation,

I do not fee any fudden iflue very likely by a treaty :

and how the events of another campaign may raife the

hopes or fears, and thereby change the interefts and

pretenfions of the feveral parties, no man can con-

jecture. In the mean time, I would not leave this

place, nor end the year without giving you this general

Icheme, by which you may the eafier judge of the

motions you 'fhall hear of in the courfe of the treaty
of the war, fince you are pleafed to fay, it will be a

fatisfadlion to you. I know it will be ib, to hear we
are all well at prefent here. My wife intends to take a

ftep into England about the time I mall go to iNime-

guen, but to. return to me there within a month or

two. My* fon, I hope, entertains you often from

London, as my fifter does from hence, which allows

me to trouble you lefs. I am ever, Sir, your moft
obedient fon and moil humble fervant.

?<? Mr. Sidney.

SIR, Hague, December 13, N. S. 1675.

*TpHOUGH I did not like the date of your laft
'-*

letter, yet I did all the reft very well. I thought

Lyons a little too far off for one I wifh always in my
reach : but when I remembered, it was a place of fo

great trade, and where you told me yours had been

very good in former times, I was contented to think

you fpent your time to your own advantage and fatif-

fadlion, though not to your friends, by"keeping at

fuch
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fuch a diftance. I was very well pleafed the other day
with a viiit made me by captain Frefheirru who was

much in your praiies -,
but I did not like that he

fhould make you kinder to him than to me : yet I

think he deferves it of you, if all be true that he tells,

for he pretends to think you le plus bel hcmme, & k

plus bonnete homwe, and I know not what more, that

never came into my head, as you know very wellr

However, I was mighty glad to hear him fay, you
had the bell health that could be, and that you looked

as if you would keep it, if you did not grow too kind

to the place and company you lived in, or they to you.
Yet, after what you tell me of the French air and
Bourbon waters, I am much apter to wilh myfelf there,

than you in thefe parts of the world -

9 and though I

hear news every day from all fides, yet I have not

heard any fo good, fmce I came upon this fcene, as

what you fend me of the effects I am like to feel by
the change whenever I come upon that where you are :

they will be greater and better than any, I can expect

by being the bufy,man, though je pcurrois Men faire

merveilles, with the company I am joined to; and 'no-

body knows to what Sir Ellis may raife another am-

baiTador, that has already raifed one from the dead,

They begin to talk now of our going to Nimeguen, as

if it were nearer than I thought it a month ago : when
we are there, it will be time enough to tell you what I

think of our
coining away. Hitherto, I can only fay,

there are fo many iplinters in the broken bone, that

the patient mud" be very good, as well as the furgeon,
if it be a fudden cure. And though I believe both
where you and I are, the difpofitiqns towards it are

very well, yet I doubt of thofe who are farther off on
both fides of us. For aught any body knows, this

great dance may end as others ule to do, every man
coming to the place where they begun, or near it: only,

againit
all reafon and cuftom, I doubt the poor Swede,

that
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that never led the dance, is likelieft to pay the fidlers,

I hope you know what pafTes at home ; 'at leaft, it is

pity you Ihould not : but if you do not, you fhall not

for me at this diftance \ and fmce you talk of return-

ing, the matter is not great. In the mean time, pray
let me know your motions and your health, fince the

want of your cypher keeps me from other things you
fay you have a mind to tell me. I hear nothing of the

letter you mention to have fent me by fo good a hand ;

fo that all I can fay to that is, that by whatibever it

comes, any will be welcome that comes from yours ;

becaufe nobody loves you better than I, nor can be

more than I am, yours, &c.

70 Sir Jofeph WiUiamfon.

S I R, Hague, January 7, N. S. 1676.
F SPARED you the trouble of a difpatch by the laft

poft, which was made needlefs by one I received

from Sir Lyonell Jenkins, with the account of his

arrival here. You will have by this ordinary another

from him, with the particulars of his reception and

difcourfes with* the prince , as likewife one from us

both, with the account of our refolutions how to dif-

pofe of ourfelves, in order to our befl compliance with

thofe ends of our prefent embafry, which we conceive

bis majelty has propofecl to himfelf, and fignified to

us by our inftruclions. I fliall refer you more par-

ticularly to thofe difpatches, and tie up this to what

is necefiary in anfwer to yours of the 21 ft pail, which

laft pacquet brought to my hands.

I have not yet been able to bring the States to any
refokition concerning the fending away paflports for

Sweden before the arrival of theirs here ; the confer-

ences they have defired upon that fubjecl; having
been hitherto excufed by the emperor's minifter here,

upon
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upon other pretences. But the prince told me yefter-

day, that the true reafon was, that neither that mini-

fter, nor any others of the confederates here, were

willing to do any thing in it without monfieur de

Lyra, who is not yet returned from Bruflels, though
he has been for feveral days expected. He has written

to the prince, that he had the Spanim paflborts for the

French plenipotentiaries, and would put them into my
hands upon his arrival here ; which made me very glad
to be by advance poflelTed of thofe from France for

the Spanim. And immediately upon receipt of thofe

from monfieur de Lyra (which, I hope, may be to-

day or to-morrow, the wind being now fair from Ant-

werp) I will fend both thofe and the Dutch by a

trumpet to the governor of Charleroy, according to

your orders.

I fend you one inclofed from the States to the

bifhop of Strafburgh, lince, as you obferve, there is

none expected from him, either to them, or any of

their allies. I hope you endeavour the procuring pafies
from France to be likewife difpatched for the minifters

of the feveral allies mentioned in the States refolu-

tion ; and find it will be expected, that among them
mould be three for the States ambafladors, though
the congrefs be in their own country, fmce, as mon-
fieur Beverning fays, they may have occaflon of moving
fometimes themfelves, and often of difpatching couriers,
either into the Spanifh Netherlands, or into Germany,
where they go in danger of the French. For thefe

reafons, I fuppofe, it will likewife be neceiTary to

procure pafiports for his majefty's ambafiadors there.

All which, I hope, will be trarifmitted by the French

plenipotentiaries, if they are fo forward on their way
as we hear.

Yeflerday I fhewed the prince and the Lorrain

envoy the French paffports I received fortheminiilerdF

that duke, Upon which
fubject, befides the difcourifes

that
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that pafied yefterday, of which you will receive an

account in a journal from Sir Lyonell Jenkins, I re-

ceived this day the inclofed letter from monfieur Se-

rinchamps, and I doubt the matter will find difficulty
on the confederate fide, if it prove to have been a

thingrefolvedonby the French, and not done by chance.

I mean, the ilyle given the duke of Lorrain. As to

the other omifllons of the faid pafTports, I think there

will be likewife a neceflity of amending them ; fince

I find them not only in the Lorrain, but in the Spanifh

paflports likewife , though having not mewed them

yet to any Spanifh minifter, I mall leave him to make
his own exceptions : but I tell you of them before-

hand, becaufe they are fo obvious, that no man can

fail of them ; and, by knowing them early, you may
poflibly fave time, by preparing the French court to

amend them. They are thefe two : firll, that they
reach only to the perfons of the plenipotentiaries, and
thofe of their train, without comprehending their bag-

gage, horfes, papers, or any fuch words ; whereas you
know very well what happened lately to the cardinal

of Baden by fuch a paflport. And, in the next

place, there is no power given of difpatching couriers

from the faid ambafladors with their paflports, without

which no negotiations can be carried on. Upon the

amendment you defired in both thefe points to the

paries'of the States, though the defects were but one

word too much, and another too little, I not only pro-
cured them, but likewife defired that the fame form

might be ufed by all the confederates, which I was

aflured of; and to that end, copies have been fent

them : and there is no queftion but they will infill to

have them granted as full from France, as they have

yielded thernfelves. That you may obferve the diftance,

I inclofe a copy of one of the French paflports,

which you may pleafe to compare with that of the

States
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States to the bifliop of Strafburgh, which runs in the

fame form with all the reft.

As to the neutral country, his majefty apprehends
the fame difficulties that I did in obtaining it from

France, fo far as he has propofed it here. I confefs I

thought when you gave me order to make inftances for

it to the States, fo as to comprehend Meurs, you had

taken your meafures by monfieur Ruvigni, and found

by him that his mafter would be content to make the

prince of Orange fuch a compliment, as reached no

further than a little contribution. The matter had

not been great, if it had not been propofed here from

his majefty -,
but fmce it has, I hope they will not

refufe it in France, fmce it is of fome confequence as

to the force of his mediation, when he is firft refufed

by any of the parties, in what he thinks fit to propofe,
which he has been yet by none. In cafe, however,,

this mould not fucceedtothe prince of Orange's fatif-

faction, I think the leaft bounds his majefty can pre-
fcribe for the neutral country tnat way, will be the

FofTa Mariana, which runs from river to river ; and
the rather, becaufe the inclufion of Cleve and the vil-

lages near it will not be only necefTary for the conve-

nience of the congrefs, but for the refidence-of fuch

perfons as are expected to come from Rome : and be-

lides, there will be no certainty in any other bounds
that can be given by the denominations of towns-

And without Tome fuch line as the channel I mention,
both parties will be out upon prey, and truft to dif-

puting after, whether the place where they made it was
in the neutral country or no.

I hear don Emanuel de Lyra is like to be, at laft,

one of the plenipotentiaries, and come in as fubfcituted

by the duke de Villa Hermofa, who mall be named
firft in the commifTion. I think it will be necelTary
the Spaniards mould be minded to avoid a difficulty
which may arife, in cafe he receive not a commiffion

like
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like the others, from the king of Spain, but only frorri

the governor of Flanders \ in which cafe he will not
be treated as an ambaffador, whatever he may pretend :

as, I remember, monfietir de Bergeyck did, in the

very fame cafe, at Aix la Chapelle. I am, Sir, your
moil faithful humble fervant.

To Sir Jofepb-WilKamfon.

SIR, Hague, January 7^ N. S. 1676.
TLJAviNG confidered together, as well as we could,
* A

his majefty's inftruclions, and his intentions in

this embafly, and hearing that the French plenipo-
tentiaries are already on their way, and will be at

Maeftricht on the tenth of this month ; and finding that

the plenipotentiaries of this State are here upon the

place, watching our motion, their baggage being

already laden in a bilander in this canal, we have con-

cluded together, that there is no other way of com-

plying with the fcope and defign which his majefty
feems to have propofed to himlelf in this affair, but

by applying ourfelves feparately at prefent to the two
feveral points which feem to us to be intended by
them. And therefore, that all parties concerned in

the war may take notice of his majefty's great dili-

gence, in fending his ambafladors to the place of con-

grefs, and of fome of them being actually arrived

there, whereby the feveral parties may be invited to

the fpeedier difpatch of theirs ; andlikewife, that an

ambaffador may not be wanting upon the place, to

receive and compliment the firft minifters that arrive

there from any of the parties, we have jointly re-

folved, that I, SirLyonell Jenkins, fhall fet out towards

Nimeguen to-morrow, for the acomplifhment of the

abovefaid ends. And whereas, by an article in our

inftructions, we are commanded, before we leave the

Hague, to fee the bufinefs of the paflports, and the de-

claration
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claration of the neuter country, put into fuch 'a way
of difpatch, as that the bufmefs of the afiembly may
not be retarded by any thing wanting on the part of

the States and their allies ; whereas
'

an obflru<?cion,

by reafon of the abfence of Don Emanuel de Lyra,
hath been lately made in the refolutions of the' States

and their confederates concerning both thefe points ;

and that a new incident (and, as we fear, offome con-

fequence) hath yefterday difcovered itfelf in the bufi-

nefs of the pafiports, by the obfervation firil of the

prince of Orange, and more Iharply of the Lorrain

envoy, upon the defects of the French paOports to that

prince; we have likewife jointly refolved, that I, Sir

William Temple, fhall ftay fome days longer at the

Hague, to purfue and folicit thefe two affairs, of the

pafTports and the neuter country, to a full and fpeedy
ifTue. We have likewife jointly refolved, in order to

make our public letters of lefs trouble to his majeily

by their length, to tranfmit from time to time, by
way of journal (fuch as for an efTay goes here inclofed)
all the paffages and matters of fact that occur to us as

relating in any wife to this negotiation of the peace.
We are, Sir, your mofl faithful humble fervants,

W. Terriple.
L. Jenkins.

<o the Bifhop of Winchefier.

My Lord, Hague, Jan. 8, N. S. 1676.
T HAVE the honour of a letter from your lordfhip*

by Mr. Morley, and fhall be extreme glad to

deferve it, by the good fortune of ferving him in

the way you defire, and he propofes to himfelf. By
what your lordfhip writes, his pretenfions are fo

fmall, that he might juflly have claimed them,
without the advantage of belonging to your lordihip,

VOL. IV. K or
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or of a recommendation that will always have fo

much power with me in much greater matters. The
circumfbance of being fo particularly under the eye
of my lord ambaffador Jenkins will, I doubt not,

keep him fafe from any of thofe clangers abroad

in point of his morals, which you fay he efcaped
at home, and from which no place is free. But,
as far as my obfervation of him may be neceflary,

he mail not fail of it, with the concernment and

care that are due from me to your lordfhip's com-
mands , in which I fnall not yield to any of my
collegues, how great foever their pretenfions may be

to your lordfhip's friendmip, or their emulation

upon any fuch occafion of your iervice. I was

extreme glad to receive the knowledge of your

lordihip's good health, and with it a teflimony of

your favour and remembrance, which I can pretend
no otherwife to deferve, than by the refolutions

I have fo long taken and conftantly obferved, of

being always, with great paffion and truth, my
lord, your lordihip's moft faithful, and mofl humble
fervant.

To Sir "jofeph Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, January 14, N. S. 1676..

T> Y the lail pacquet I received together both yours-
*"* of the 24th and 28 th, with his majefly's refo-

lution, that we mall expect the firft vifit be made us

as mediators by all the miniilers of what character

foever, arriving even after us at the place of con.-

grefs. And with this order I received the ground?
of it, which was the inftruftion given upon this

point to his majefly's ambafladors at Cologn, and

their pradtice in purfuit thereof. His majefty's
commands mall in this, as all other matters, be

obeyed j
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Obeyed ; but I had not heard any thing of this from
Sir Lionel Jenkins before he parted hence, though
we had often difcourfed upon the conception we
both had of ufing the contrary form to all ambaf-

fadors that arrived after us ; and upon difcourfe

with the prince, fmce I received this inftruction, he

faid, the precedent of what was done at Cologn
ought certainly to guide us ; but that he thought
it had pafled otherwife with their ambafladors. This

evening monfieur Beverning and monfieur Haren
came to me, to let me know, that, having acquainted
the States with their being both ready to begin their

journey upon the firft commands, they had received

orders to attend me, and entirely follow what I

fhould advife them in that point ; and in all matters

of ceremony, when they came upon the place, to

conform themfelves wholly to what we expected from
them. And they were farther ordered to acquaint
me, that after our arrival there, the States would
look upon the town of Nimeguen as a neutral place,
where all matters mould be carried by the burgo-
mailers command there, according to the orders

they mould receive from the mediators, both as

to their own receptions, or that of any other ambaf-
fadors.

I anfwered to the feveral points, after acknow-

ledgment of the States civility in their refolutions ;

firft, fmce an ambaffador of his majefly was already

upon his way thither, I thought it would be beft for

them to begin their journey likewife as foon as they
could, both in refpecl to his majefty, and like-

wife to give the more and earlier appearance to the

world or the congrefs beginning to be formed ; and

hereupon they afTured me they would part in two or

three days.
To the fecond, I told them, that his majeily ex-

pected the feveral ambaiTadors, though arriving laft

K z upon
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upon the place, fhould give the firft vifit to us as-

mediators, fince the fame was done to the Swedes at

Cologn by his majefty's ambafTadors. To this they

anfwered, there would be no difficulty on their parts,
but they doubted there might be fome from the other

ambafladors, fince they had taken it for granted at

Cologn, that the mediators had flill vifited thofe

who arrived after them ; and whatever might have

been done there by his majefty's ambafladors, they
were fure the contrary had been done to them (the
States ambafladors) who had lefs realbn to expecl:
it ; and that arriving laft both at Aix, and after at

Cologn, the Swedifh ambafTadors made them the

firfl vifit in both places, after notice fent of their

arrival. And they defired me to give you this in-

formation, not in regard of any concernment they
could have in it, who were refolved to give us the

firfl vifit, though they mould laft arrive j but to the

end you mould conflder, what meafures would beft

prevent contefts, or difficulties of meetings, in cafe

any other of the ambafladors mould refufe it, fmce

there may be difference between what is voluntarily

given by each party, and what is challenged by the

mediators, and infifted upon in cafe any of the par-
ties difpute it. I told them, I fhould let you know
what they faid upon this

'

point, but muft follow my
orders, in cafe we received no new ones therein.

To the third, of the magiftrates and officers being
to receive our orders as to matters of receptions, I

told them, his majefty had commanded us to admit

of none, but to enter the town with our trains, and

nothing more ;
and in all points to introduce, as far

as we are able, the form of living like private per-

fons among all the feveral minifters during the whole

courfe of the afiembly ^ but fmce we refufed any pub-
lic honour or reception, we did not think it reafon-

able any other mould have it. They replied, all

the
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the difficulties would be, in cafe the others defired it,

which we did not, and that might poffibly happen
from the emperor's ambafiadors ; and monfieur Bever-

ning faid particularly, he did expect it from monfieur

Colbert, by what he had done of that kind at Aix
la Chapelle in the treaty of 1668. But if any of

them mould demand it at Nimeguen, they would

anfv/er, that addrefs muft be made to the mediators

in it, whofe orders were wholly to be obeyed. I

anfwered, whenever that was done, we would acquit
ourfelves the bed we could, and the neareft to what

we conceived with his majeily's intention.

Upon the news of the French plenipotentiaries

being upon the way, and flaying at Charleville for

their paflports from Flanders and this State, though
don Emanuel de Lyra was not arrived with thofe

from BrufTels, which I hear he is poflefled of,

with orders to put them into my hands ; yet I had

a mind to fend away thofe of the States, but know-

ing it would be of no ufe, nnlefs it were done with

the States confents, on Sunday laft, meeting the pen-
fioner with the prince, I afked his highnefs, whether

he were content I mould fend them away ? and the

penfioner, whether he thought the States would

likewife confent ? Both of them told me, as to their

opinions, they were, that the States paflports mould
not be fent till I had received the French paliports
for their ambafladors, and for the minifters of all

their allies mentioned in that refolution given me

upon this fubject (and which I tranfmitted to you)
and this in the fame form, or as full, as thofe they
had agreed upon according to our amendments.

They faid further, that their paflpotts could be of

no ufe till thofe of Spain were likewife fent (through
whofe countries they firft muft pafs) and, they were

fure, thole would not be delivered by the Spaniih
minifters without receiving thofe from France at

K 3 the
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the fame time, and in the fame, form ; but after all

our difcourie they both faid, they could tell me
but their own opinions, and that the States muft be
confulted upon it.

Yeilerday the prince dined with me, told me,
the States had been of the fame mind, and that I

fhould receive their refolution upon it before this

pacquet went ; but it is not yet come, though I am
now within half an hour of its ufual time of clofmg,

having been unexpectedly detained by a long vifit

from the two Dutch ambarTadors, which makes me
beg of you to let one of your clerks return me a

copy of this letter.

I have not heard one word from Sir Lionel Jen-
kins fince he parted from hence on Thurfday night,
and doubt very much the delays of the parTage he

would needs choofe by water in a yacht of the States,

to avoid the ill way between Utrecht and Aearnham

by the breaches of digues, the winds having changed
the very day after he parted, and continued fo con-

trary ever fmce, that I cannot imagine how he will

get up the river. I am, Sir, your, &c.

*fo my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, Jan. 17, N. S. 1676,

T Received the honour of a letter from your lord-?

fhiv. ihe beginning of this week by Mr. Widdring-
ton, who ihall not fail of any fervices I can do him

here, as I have already allured him, and defired him
to let me know all occasions wherein he thinks he can

ir.L-ke i.'fe of me. I had the opportunity of bringing

}iim to his highnefs, who dined that day with me;
and to give him the better entrance, I {hewed the

prince
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prince your lordfhip's letter. He read it, and fmiled

at the latter part of it , but when he had done, he

came to me, and defired me to remember his fervice

to you, and aflure you, how much he valued your
recommendation, and that Mr. Widdrington mould
find it by all the encouragement he could give him.

After a little flop, he faid ;
" And for the latter part

-" of his letter, pray tell him, they are very much
" miftaken ," and then paufmg a little, as if he were

concerned at it--, he faid,
w God ! I never faid any thing

" to Sylvius, that I was not content my coachman

fhould know." I laughed., and afked him,
" And

would you have me tell my lord treafurer fo too ?" He
turned about, and faid refolutely,

"
Yes, do," I en-

tered no farther into this matter, nor mould have faid

this, but that the prince bid me, and feemed concerned,
that what your lordlhip writ upon that fubjecl mould
be believed there. The ufe I made of it was a little

mere important, which was, to go fmre to the prince
and tell him, that being now upon my journey to

Nimeguen, and having been here a year and a half,

his majefty would have reafon to think he had been

very ill ferved, if in all this .time I were not able to

give him a right and full account of his highnefs's in-

tentions in what his majelly concerned himfelf ; but

that the king fhould be (Jill HI pain to know them,
and cafting about by what hand to find them out.

The prince faid, he could not fay more to me than he

had faid to me already, and written to the king upon
all occafions ; and that he could not tell what more we
would know of him, nor why Sir Gabriel Sylvius was
fent over, when the compliment might either have been

fpared, or made by Mr. Skelton as he pafled by.
However I endeavoured to draw what new light I could

from his highnefs, and comparing all he had faid with

all that I had gathered from the current of his former

difcourfes to me, upon any points wherein I thought his

K 4 majefty
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majefty was concerned to know the bottom of all he

means, I thought fit to fet it down in writing ; and
that I might know whether I had in every thing

rightly apprehended him or no, I mewed it him, ancj

fend your lordfhip the paper inclofed, and what his

highnefs faid to me upon reading of it.

I defire your lordfhip will pleafe to mew it to his

majefty, with this account of the occafion of it, which

was given me by your lordfhip , and, for my own

part, I believe, this is what his majefty muft truft to,

as to the prince's pretenfions, and that no talk or rea-

foning will alter them, nor any thing elfe befide fome

new and great accidents or changes in the affairs of the

parties now in war.

However, this need not difcourage his majefty
from endeavouring to know more from his highnefs

by any other hand ; though he faid lately to me, upon,
fome of thefe difcourfes, that v/henever he could fay

any thing wherewith he thought his majefty would be

more pleafed, he would be fure to do it by me. For

the truth of all this, if his majefty defires to be further

fatisfied in it, I am very well content he fhould fend

this letter and the inclofed paper to the prince, which
will be the infallible way of knowing it, and without

engaging me further in the ill-will or expoftulation of

Sir Gabriel Sylvius, or his patrons ; though their mean-

ing to me, in the way they defigned his coming over

hither, and endeavoured it for three months together,
has been but too well difcovered to me, as it has been,

I am fure, very little deferved. He is not yet come,

though I have expected him every day this fortnight

paft -,
and refolve, upon his arrival, to carry myfelf to

him in all points as becomes me to a perfon Tent by
his majefty hither, and give- him any affiftances he

defires me.

There is a point of inftruction I received laft poft
from Mr. Secretary Williamfon, which I would like-

\vife
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wife be glad his majefly would pleafe once more to re*

flecl upon, as a thing that may poflibly bring an ill

incident upon the courfe of the treaty. It is, that his

majefty's ambalTadors mould expect the firft vifit

from all others, even that arrive after them at the

place of congrefs ; and this is grounded upon an in-

ftruction to thofe at Cologn, to give it in the fame

cafe to the Swedes, as then mediators, and upon
their having actually done fo: now the Dutch am-

bafTadors, on the contrary, arriving after the Swedes

at Cologn, received, without any difficulty, the firft

vifit from them, and thought all others had done

fo too , and it appears by our ambafladors journal,

tha|: though they did it, yet the Swedifh ambarTa-

dors intended it firft to them, and had accordingly
fent a gentleman to afk an hour of them. Now there

is a great deal of difference between what is volun-

tarily given, and what is of due demanded. And
though the Dutch ambafTadors are refolved to do it,

yet if thofe of the emperor, or the other greater
crowns mould make a difficulty, as I forfee they

may, the congrefs might be accroche des ceremonies

between the parties and mediators, whofe bufmefs it

;s to prevent or compofe them between the parties

themfelves. Befides, this ftate has refolved to look

upon N imeguen, not only as a neutral town during
the treaty, but, in a manner, put it into the -hands

of the mediators, by ordering both the commander
and magiftrates to take orders from them upon all

emergencies -,
fo that it feems to belong to them, not

only as mediators, but as perfons at home, to do
the honour of the congrefs to thofe that arrive after^

them.

It will be a troublefome thing, I doubt, to his

majefty to give very particular inftructions upon
every point of ceremony that may arife ; and there-

fore when he refolves upon this, I know not whether

the
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the eafiefl will not be to fend us one general inflruc-

tion, commanding us to avoid all, as far as we can,
both between the mediators and parties, and between
the parties themfelves

-,
and when that cannot be, to

leave it to us upon the place to aft in point of cere-

mony by confent, as we judge beil for his majeily's

honour, his ends in the mediation, and the practice
of other princes, but particularly that of the treaty
at Cologn, of which Sir Lionel Jenkins is fo well

informed

I humbly beg your lordmip's pardon for fo long
a trouble, which I mould not have given you, had
not I thought it necefTary for his majefty's fervice ;

and you will forgive me the eafier, becaufe I am fo

much what I mall ever be, my lord, your lordmip's
moil faithful, &c.

T'be Paper inclofed,

Plague, January 17, N. S. 1676.
A S far as I can any way difcover of his highnefs's
**>

intentions, they are thefe,

Firil, As to his majefty, to live always not only
with the duty and refpecl: that becomes him, but with

all the kindnefs and nearefl conjunction of interefts

that can be, while his majefty pleafes to continue

the defires of it, and that affeclion which he has pro-
felled to him by fo many letters, and fo many feveral

hands, and now lately by Sir Lionel Jenkins.
As to the peace, the prince fays to me upon all

occafions, that he, for his own part, would be very

glad to make it upon any terms his majefty mould
think fit, if his majefly can prevail with Spain to con-

fent to it, which his highnefs doubts he himfelf mail

not be able to do; and he finds this ftate fo far

obliged to that crown, both by their treaties, and for

their afliftance in their late extremities, that he does

not
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not fee how they can break from them, or, if they

mould, who would afterwards truft them.

That the greateft teftimony his majefty can give

his highnefs of his real kindnefs and good-will to him,

would be to bring him out of this war with fome

fafety to his honour, and to his country, and thereby
to mew the world, than as none of his majefty's allies

were nearer to him in blood, nor truer to him in

affection, fo he confidered none of their interefts more

than his in this prefent quarrel.

That the beft way to this that his highnefs can

think of in refpect to the honour of France and his

majefty's particular advantage, as well as the cer-

tainty of a fudden peace, was that which had fome

time fmce been mentioned to his majefty, of effecting
a match between the king of Spain and Mademoifelle,
with the conquefts fmce 1666 for her dowry; and in

this cafe, his highnefs would undertake for fuch a pre-

fent, as the penfioner then fpoke to his majefty, and

doubted not to perfuade Spain to do as much. But if

this could not be, then he faw no way left but for his

majefty to difpofe France to reftore thofe towns in

Flanders, which were neceflary to leave the Spanifh
Netherlands in a condition of defence ; upon which his

highnefs and this ftate would ufe their utmoft endea-

vours to incline Spain to a peace : and his highnefs

fays upon all occafions, that he is fure his majefty-

may do either of thefe whenever he pleafes, and with-

out any difficulty at all; and, he believes, without

going againft any interefts of his own, or his king-
dom's.

That if neither of thefe can be compared, and
France refolve to have no peace, but upon the foot of

affairs as they ftand at prefent, and his majefty will

only confider their pofleflion, and not the juftice of it,

or intereft of Chriftendom in it, his highnefs fays

yery plainly, that though he wifhes his majefty all the

glory
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glory that can be by the prefent mediation, and this

itate will contribute all they can towards it ; yet for

his own part, he fees no remedy but that they muft

try the fortune of another campaign, in which he

hopes fo to behave himfelf, as that his majefty mail

not be amamed of him, nor at all lefTen the kind-

nefs or good opinion he has hitherto exprefled for

him.

Having read this paper to his highnefs, and afked,

whether I had apprehended him right ? he faid, fo

right, that if you had been within him, you could

not have done it better ; and if I were the beft ca-

tholic in the world, and you were my confeffor, I

could fay no more to you.
I afked, but can you fay no more to any other man ?

his highnefs anfwered, I would not fay fo much to

any other, but can fay more to no man.

To Sir Edward Dearing.

SIR, Hague, February 18, N. S. 1676.
T AM to acknowledge two of yours, one of the 25th,
*

paft,
the other without date, from yourfelf and

the company of Merchant Adventurers. As to the

laft, I find by a claufe of it, or at leaft I conjeclure,

that my letter to Sir Richard Ford upon that fubject

'had been communicated to you ; in which cafe I can

find little to add upon that matter, unlefs it be the

affurance of my continuing my good wifhes and en-

deavours to the fervice of the company, as far as I can

any way make ufe of his majefty's character or com-

mands, or they can make ufe of me, or my fmall

credit here, upon this occafion. I follow the method

in it which is judged by the gentlemen of the com-

pany at Dort moft advantageous to the ends they pro-

pofe to themfelves ^ fo that if they want my afiiftance,

2 where
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where it can be of any ufe to them, it is their own
faults. The States of Holland have not, that I hear

of yet, given their opinion or anfwer upon the laft

papers offered by the fecretary of the company, and

have promifed that nothing mail be concluded till I

have firft had a conference with the States General

upon it, which will be the time for me to fall in with

any weight upon this matter ; there is, I confefs, a

circumftance in the conftitution of this government

very unlucky to the retrieving of an affair that is once

paft, as very favourable towards preventing it before it

be done
-,
which is the neceflary confent of fo many

members in each province, as well as in the State. I

made ufe of this circumftance to fence againfl this re-

folution of the States for three years together, during

my laft ambafTage, and mould not have queftioned the

fame fuccefs, if it had been kept off till my return.

But it was done in the little interval Sir Gabriel Sylvius
was here, before my laft arrival

-,
and what I mall be

able to do towards the recovery of it, I cannot pro-

mife, but fhall be very glad to give you effects initead

of affurances.

What I have faid here anfwers likewife the firft

part of your own letter ; for the reft of it, I am ex-

tremely obliged by your kindnefs, in giving me part
of any thing that touches your own particular, be-

lieving it to proceed from your juftice in efteeming me
(what I am very much) concerned in all that does fo.

I am very glad of your coming into the commiflion of

the cuftoms, becaufe I remember it was a thing you
wifhed ; otherwife I mould rather have defired to fee

you called to his majefty's fervice in another fort of

fphere, and in which his choice is not fo large, as, I

fuppofe, it may be in this. In fuch a cafe I mould be

glad to have ferved you, in this I neither pretend to

it, nor am very ambitious of the merit, which I eftcem
fo ill proportioned to yours j and therefore I ought,

in
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in true old Englifh phrafe, to give you thanks fot*

your thanks, as what is wholly of your grace, and
does not at all belong to me.

I had a letter from you fome time fmce upon your

coming to be governor of the company, and directed

my anfwer to be left at Sir Robert Southwell's ; I

wrote to him fmce about a bufinefs of his own, or at

leaft that he had much concerned himfelf in, but

have not heard that either of them were received,

which I mould be glad to know by a line from him
when he is at leifure. My wife and filler are your
humble fervants, and fo am I, with very much affec-

tion and truth.

To Sir Jofepb Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, January 21, N. S, 1676.
T AM to acknowledge at the fame time two of yours
*

by Mr. Skelton, of which one to myfelf, and the

other to Sir Lionel Jenkins and me, with duplicates of

Mr. Skelton's difpatches, and a third by the laft

packet of the 4th current. Upon the two firft, I mall

refer myfelf to Mr. Skelton's difpatches, which he

faid he would make this night, with an account of all

that paired in his audience from the prince and con-

ference with the penfioner ; as likewife what mall pafs
this evening at a conference we are to have with the

States. I am forry to find he is not like to carry with

him to Vienna the joint offices of the States, but hope
his majefty's will be of force enough not to need them.

You know very well what accounts I have frill given

you of the States obflinacy upon this fubjeft, not to

meddle in it one way or other, upon the fcore of

prince William's carriage particularly to this State,

which the penfioner to-day aggravated by many cir-

cumftances, and repeated it feveral times, that they
could
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could not be advocates for him, without falling into

le mepris de tout le monde. Both the prince and the

penfioner ieemed amazed at Mr. Skelton's faying,
that he believed his majefty has been engaged in this

defire to the States by monfieur Van Beuninghen's
afiurance of their compliance with it ; and the 'prince

fays, it has been without any orders ; but the pen-
fioner affirms, it has been abfolutely againft his orders,

if he has done it. And, I fear, you will have reafon

to judge from this pace of his, and his violent prefiing
Sir Lionel Jenkins's hafty difpatch, that you may
very often take wrong meafures from him there, if

they agree not with what you receive from hence, and

that his natural dtfpbfitions enter much into the

motions he makes ; of all which I gave you advice,

tvhen I was in England, at large ; as well as of the

true reafons that will hinder his mafters from taking
ib far notice of all thefe pafTages, as to think of re-

calling him. I have fince written fomething of it like-

wife to Mr. Secretaiy Coventry, upon occafions he gave
me, by fome letters of his, to think this matter was
not well enough underftood, or taken notice of there!

I have little to fay in anfwer to yours upon the bufi-

nefs of pafTports, the great default being yet in your
hands, to fupply by new ones from France in form;
and for all the allies. You will find, by the inclofed

memorial of don Emanuel de Lyra, that the pafiports
from Spain are arrived for France and Sweden ; and

they will not fail for the bifhop of Strafburgh, I fup-

pofe, fince this morning the emperor's minifter fends

me word, that his mailer has accorded them for him,
as well as for the other two, and that he expects them
next week. The States alfo let me know, that they
have afiurance of thofe from Lunenbur.gh, as well as

Brandenburgh, by the firft : but for Denmark, they
do not fpeak with fo much confidence ; their minifters

here have been peremptory, not to have any fent into

Sweden,
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Sweden, till thofe from that crown are firft in my
hands ; but for themfelves, they have fpoken fo am-

biguoufly of theirs, that the States have refolved to

fend an exprefs to Copenhagen to procure the expe-
dition of them, and to let them know, that if they are

not difpatched hither within a certain time, they (the

States) will fend theirs away for Sweden.

I have not yet feen don Emanuel de Lyra fmce his

return from BrufTels, and fo cannot give you an ac-*

count of the certainty of what is here reported con-

cerning don Juan's being in the head of affairs in Spain/
From France I have never had more than one fhort

letter upon lord Berkley's arrival, though I have writ

leveral times ; fo that whether it arrives by mifcar-

riages of letters (to which mine between Paris and this

place have been very much fubject fmce my arrival

here) or from my lord Berkley's little health, or great
affairs. I find I mull depend upon no advices from

France, nor motions in order to the congrefs, but

what muft be handed by you to me here, which I

thought was necefTary for you to know. 1 am ever,

Sir, your mod faithful humble fervant.

P. S. Monfteur Beverning, before he went out of

town, fent me the inclofcd copy of his journal at

Cologn, concerning the vifits of the Swedifh ambafTa-

dors to them
-,
not that they are concerned who re-

folve to make the firft vifit, though arriving laft, but

from an apprehenfion that others may make difficulty

of it.

To my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, January 24, N. S. 1676.

IN my laft of this day fe'nnight, I endeavoured to

give your lordfhip a full account of the prince of

Orange's intentions, which his majefty was, it feems,

ftill
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ilili in pain to know. Since that time Mr. Skelton ar-

riving here, and telling me (as well as the prince) fe-

veral things the king had faid to him upon that fubjecl,

has given me occafion to add fomething upon it, to

the end his majefty may in all points know the very
bottom of it, and take his meafures accordingly : for,

as far as I underftand, all matters are carried on ac-

cording to the perfonal difpofitions of the men that are

at the head of them, and the prince is a man as dif-

ficult as ever I knew, to be talked either into or out

of any thing, wherein he thinks his honour or intereft

concerned.

Mr. Skelton told the prince, that his majefty knew

very well there were fome little people about his high-

nefs, that endeavoured to perfuade him the king had
not the kindnefs for him he profeffed , at lead, not fo

much as for France: but I allured him of the con-

trary, and that his majefty would fhew it by the mea-
fures he intended to take with him after the peace
was made. Upon the firft words the prince anfwered,
that he de fired nothing in the world more, than that

the king would have the kindnefs for him he profeffed.
Mr. Skelton, I remember, made fome reflections to me;
and thought it founded as if the prince doubted it.

And I remember Sir Lionel Jenkins, upon his feveral

difcourfes with his highnefs, faid, he doubted the

prince had fomething lay at heart. I will firft tell

your lord (hip, that, now Moulin is no longer about
the prince, I do not fufpecl any others I fee near him,
of the defign to fow ill imprefiions of his majefty's in-

tentions , nor do I really think he has, any further

than might be gathered from his difcourfes in my laft

paper-, that is, he believes his majefty will not, for

his fake, break any of the meafures he has of lace years
taken with France. He thinks fome partiality is ihewed
in the bufinefs of the levies ; and is troubled that his

majefty will not bring him out of this war with fome
VOL. IV. L honour,
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honour, which he believes may be done (as he often

fays) with a word fpeaking: and that, as affairs ftand
in Chriilendom, France cannot refuie any thing his

majefty mall- defire. And from -thefe impreffions he

fays upon difcourie, that effects only, and not any
words or expreflions, can remove him.

Mr. Skeiton told me (and I fuppofe the prince
too) that his majefty would undertake for any condi-
tions upon a peace, that the prince fhould propofe of

advantage to himfelf. I have often talked with his

highnefs upon that fubjecl: ; and on occafion of mon-
fieur Ruvigni's propofing his mafler buying all his

lands in the county of Burgundy, even at a value un-

reaionable, I have ever found him fo cold upon this

fubjecl:, that in fhort, nothing will be fattened on
him. And I remember, at Jaft he told me, that he
knew to another man it would look like affectation,
and therefore he would not fay it

-,
but to me that

knew him fo well, he would tell me very truly, that

though he underftood very well the value of his lands

in Burgundy, yet upon the peace, he would be con-
tent to lofe them all, to get one good town more for

the Spaniards in Flanders.

Becaufe I mentioned in my laft paper an offer that

had been made his majefty by the penfioner, upon a

match between the king of Spain and Mademoifelle,
with the French conquefts for her dowry ; which was a

thing the prince's head has run mightily upon, as in

his majefty's power to bring about ; though I do not
think it at all likely, or that the rd'onng even of the

Swede? to all they have loft, could ekaer difpofe France
to it, or engage his majefty in an earneft purfuit of

it; yet, becaufel doubt your lorufhip has not heard

any thing before of that matter, when it went from
hence in fome of my .letters about a year ago, I

thought it v/as fit to explain to you fo far only as to

let you know the furn offered by the penfioner to be

paid
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paid privately upon it into his majefty's treafure, was

two hundred thoufand pounds; and the like fum to

be endeavoured by them from the Spaniards ; which

the prince, as I faid in my laft, told me he did not

doubt of. This is the utmoft of what I can fay upon
this fubject; but I (hall be glad if any other perfons
can find out more of the prince's intentions, or any

thing that his majefty will be better pleafed with.

But I doubt they are thefe at prefent, and that they
will not change by other means than fome new ac-

cidents or revolutions in the farther courfe of time

or war.

I afkyour lordfliip's pardon for this farther trouble,

?md mall not increafe it beyond the afTurances of my
being ever, my lord,- your lordlhip's mod faithful

and moft humble fervant.

norm
To my Lord Arlington.

,V

ebMy Lord, Hague, January 24, N. S. 1676.
WAS extremely forry to find, by yours of the 2/th

"
paft, fo ill an account of your health of ]ate, which

I had heard nothing of before, but what monfieur

Spanheim told me at his return hither, of your being
ill of the gout, without more circumftances. But
luch an attack as you fpeak of defervts more than

ordinary of your own philofophy, and your friends

concernment-, among whom my fliare, I am fure,

does not fail you. I hope your health will change
with the feafon, and that the fpring will cure what, it

feems, came upon you with the laft fall, and has

continued fo long.
bii fuppofe you had not feen monfieur Van Beuning-
hen very lately before you writ, orelfeyou would have
known more than you did of the effects my difcourfes

had with the penfioner upon the fubject of the

packet-boats. For though he does not life to fail ir>

L 2 what
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what he promifes, and fets down for the help of his

memory (both which he did upon this occafion) yet I

complained to the prince, after having received your
laft, that nothing had been written upon it to mon-
fieur Van Beuninghen, though the penfioner had pro-
mifed that mould be done. For he had feen letters

that poft from monfieur Van Beuninghen, which ac-

knowledged thofe he had received upon that fubjecT:.

So that, till I hear you find them fhort of what they
were intended for, I know nothing more to be done
on this fide towards your fatisfaclion in that fmali

affair.

I very well underftand the bias you are pleafed to

give to what I laid, of your being like to be informed

of all that patted here, when Sir Gabriel Sylvius arrives,

by the thanks you give me for that aflurance
-, though

you might, I think, have very lawfully turned it ano-

ther way, upon the notice I gave you at the fame
time of my leaving this place, upon my journey de-

figned for Nimeguen : yet, fmce you rather chofe to

give it this tour, I will very eafily, and like a plain
man confefs to you, that, confidering the manner in

which you intended Sir Gabriel Sylvius fhould come
over hither, I had no reafon to believe at all, you cared

for any advices I could give you from hence ; or be-

lieved they were worth his majefty's receiving, or at

lead confidering ; which is all I fhall fay upon that

matter, having not the vein of being pleafant, nor

the difpofition of being unpleaiant to you upon this

or any other occafion.

I humbly thank you for your good willies to the ne-

gotiation 1 am like to be employed io ; and in which

1 had need of fomething at leaft like that to pleafe me,

confidering the circumftances of trouble and expence
with which I am likely to enter upon it, and without

any help in one from the exchequer, or in the other

from my lord Berkley, for the fuccefs of it. I believe

you
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you can guefs as far and as well as any man elfe, and

will need none of my conjectures ; which are, only

that it will, like all other affairs, depend upon the ac-

cidents that fhall fall in, more than the defign or

(kill of thofe that play the game. I am ever your
mod faithful humble fervant.

-;>& rbi/I

>jdui To Mr. Secretary Williamjon.
3'l

I R, Hague, January 28, N. S. 1676.

M to acknowledge yours of the nth, with the

repetition of his majefty's orders, for his ambafTa-

dors to expect the firtt vifits from all others at the

place of congrefs, though laft comers. I fuppofe, if

France confents to it by agreement, and Sweden upon

precedent, as you pleafe to fay, and this State upon
refolutions already taken, there cannot reafonably be

any difficulty made upon it by the reft; or if there

fhould, his majefty will be as much at leifure as any
of the parties to deliberate upon it. For the point of

folemn entries, I concerted that whole matter with Sir

Lionel Jenkins before he went; fo as he hath already

given the example, and feen it followed by the Dutch

ambarTadors upon their late arrival.

I inclofe you the copy of a letter I received this after-

noon from monfieur Pompone, upon the fubject of his

majefty's late reprefentations by monfieur Ruvigni,

concerning the exceptions taken here to theFrench paff-

ports. I (hall not communicate it to the States, nor

make any anfwer that will be authorized here upon it,

till I am impowered to do both by his majefty's or-

ders; which 1 hope I may receive by the next pod,

finding the fubftance of this letter had been tranfmitted

into England at the fame time with the difpatch to me.

In the mean time I thought fit to go immediately to

the prince, and acquaint him with it; defiring to

know, \\ he pleafed to have me, by advance, give his

L 3 majefty
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majefty his fenfe upon it. His highnefs, having read

it very confederate ly, faid very frankly, that he would
tell me his thoughts, arid that I might Jet his majefty
know them , but that he would not anfwer what thofe

of the ftate might be. Upon the firft point, he faid

there was a miftake; that the words omitted were not

only papiers or ecritures^ but hardes^ baggages* chevaux*

chariots? &c. And that they had not there thought
the words papiers or ecritures necefiary, or inferted

them, had not I made inflances to the States upon
particular orders from England to that purpofe ;

which they fuppofed, with the other amendment
tranfmitted to me, had been concerted with the

French minifter there.

For the fecond, that his highnefs believed no con-

grefs ever was formed without that power given the

minifters of difpatching couriers ; nor did believe this

could have any effect without: that the ambafiadors

of this ftate would (he fuppofed) find it neceflary to

write to him from the congrefs where-ever he was, ei-

ther here or in the field; becaufe he did not think the

States would make any great paces in fuch a negotia-
tion without his advice : that however, though the

States would be willing to difpenfe with it, as France

was content to do, yet ic would alter all the meafures

had been taken in this matter already, by my agreeing
with them in the form of pafTports. For thole from

Spain were already come, and thofe from all the con-

federates were upon the way, in the fame form : fo

that if France fhould make this change, though the

confederates fhould all confent to it, yet the new form
muft be fent to them all, and new paftports difpatched

upon it : that neither the States, nor their allies,

would (he was fure) conient to give them any larger
form than what they received.

For the third point, concerning Lorrain, that it

was of much more importance than the reft ; and that

his
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his highnefs believed it was the bed news could be fent

to thole of the confederates that defired not the peace :

that he had never thought France pretended a right to

the duchy of Lorrain : that he would not enter into

the argument upon the treaty of 1662, mentioned by
monfieur Pompone , but that this (late had lately re-

newed with this duke the treaty they had made with

the lad, and doubted they could not treat at Nime-

guen, any more than at Cologn, without admiflion of

the Lorrain minifters ; but he was very fure (which
he repeated feveral times) that the Imperialifts and

Spaniards would not do it, efpecially after this pre-
tence made by France to that duchy ; which, for that

reafon, his highnefs was glad I did not make public
till 1 received orders from his majefty upon it. He con-

cluded, that all this was before his majefty as mediator,

whofe part was to obferve the juftice of each party's

pretenfions, and induce them to reafon upon it.

That I had told him, his majefty had concerned him-
felf already in it, and in thole very words. That he

had thought this particular of Lorrain fomewhat

lirange, and had fpoken to monfieur Ruvigni about it,

befides what had been reprefented to him upon the

other points , and that his majefty, being fenfible of

the reaforis or it, he did not doubt, would fet all right.
His highnefs added, that now his majefty found
how long a work the forming of a congrefs would

prove (which yet was abfolutely neceffary to a peace)
he hoped he would not fuffer the fteps that were al-

ready made to be loft , fince if that fhould begin again
at the end of next campaign, for aught he law, the

aflembly might not meet before another campaign
were at lead approaching.

This is the fubftance of what his highnefs told me
upon monfieur Pompone's letter-, though with more

length, and with fuch a readinefs, as mewed me he
had the full giafp of all his bufinels himfelf ; and I

L 4 wondered,
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'"wondered, I confefs, to hear him repeat the little

things that had patted upon the firft head between me
and the penfioner, and the words I had told him out of

your letter of the 7th-, having hardly myfelf remem-
bered the Jaft, and not thought the penfioner had

troubled him with fuch circumftances as the firft.

When he had done, I afked his highnefs, whether I

fhould write all this to his majefty as his ft- nfe ? and

having repeated it to him, he defired I would, and by
this pofb, for gaining time. I have been fo long with

the prince upon this occafion, that I have no more

time left than will ferve to allure you of my being,

Sir, yours, &c.

Vo Monfieur Pcmponc. Au Monfieur Pompone.
v V

Hague, Jan. 30, N.S.i 676.

S I R,
/"Tt H E day before yefterday t

had the honour of yours
of the 2 1 ft, concerning the

neceiTary pafTports for forming
the congrefs at Nimeguen,
where his excellency the

Engl i (h amba {Tador Jenkins has

been for near three weeks, and

two of the ambalTadors of

Holland more than eight days,

in expectation of fpeedily meet-

ing the reft of the minifters of

which this aflembly is to be

compofed. What keeps me
here is nothing but the diffi-

culties which have been lately

Parted about the affair of the

pafT-

La Hfjye, Ja. -$ome,S.N. 1676.

Monfieur^

c^AT receu devant bier

J rbonneur de la votre

du 2ire> fur le jujst de

pvffeports neceffaires
a for-

mer le congres de l^ir/iegue^

cii mcnfaur rambaffadeur

'Jenkins a deja fcjcurne pres
de trois fimaines, & deux

des ambajjadeurs de cet E-

tat^ plus de buit jours, dans

Fefperance d*y ijoirbientot ks

Gutres minijlres qui doivent

compofer la dite affimblee.

Je ne fuis icy detenu que par
ks feules difficultez furve-
nues depuispeu dans cette af-

faire des paffepcrtS)
-dent

teux
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pruTports; thofe of this ftate

are now in my hands, and

thofe of the crown of Spain are

in the hands of monfieur dc

Lyra, the Spanifh envoy.
Without doubt you muft have

received, by the care of mon-

fieur de Ruvigni, copies of the

refolutions of the States Gene-

ral, and of a memorial from

monfieur de Lyra, fetting

forth their intentions, not to

put the one into my hands, nor

fend the others to the lords the

French ambafTadors, until I

(hall be poflefTed of reciprocal

pafTports from his moft chrif-

tian majeity to make the ex-

change.

As for the difficulties which
are here made about the pafT-

ports for Spain, which mon-
iieur Ruvigni caufed to befent

fome time fince, I fhould not

have thought them of impor-
tance enough to fall under fo

long con fi deration, had you not

communicated your thoughts
to me on that head ; fmce it is

well known, that, in concert

with the States General, I fet-

tled the form of thofe pafTports

by order of the king my mailer,
and recommended it to their

care to fee that the pnffports of

all the other allies {hould be
drawn up in perfect conformity

to

ceux de cet Etat font entre

mes mains^ & ceux fRf-
pc.gne en celles de monfieur

de Lyra 9 envoye de cette cou-

ronne-la. Mais vous aurez

fans doute deja receuparfen-

trcmife de monfieur de Ru-

vigni, les copies de la refolu-

tion des Etats Generaux, &
d'une memoire de monfieur

de Lyra^ contenant lews in-

tentions^ que les uns ne me

feront pas mis entre les mains\

ni les autres envoyez a mef-

fieurs les ambaffadeurs dt

France) jufqrfa ce que jefe-

ray en pojftjfion des pajjeports

reciproques de fa majefte

tres chretitnne pour en faire

richange.
Pour les difficultez qrfon a

fait icyfur les paffeportspour

FEfpagne, que monfieur de

Ruvigni wia fait envoyer

depuis quelque terns ; jt ne

les aurois pas cru affez im-

portantes pour meriter tant

de confideration^ fans les re-

flexions que vous avezfaites

la-dejjiis, puifqu'il faut a-

voiier que fay concerts avec

les Etats Generaux leformu-
laire des pajjeports^ par or-

dre du roy mon maitre, &
kur ay recommande le foin
dc faire en forte que ceux de

tons kurs alliesfujfent drejjes

fur
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ro them; -\vhich they accord- fur le mme, de quoy ih ft
ingly took upon thcmfeives to font charges a mes injlances.
uo, iii compliance with my re-

quells. I could not make any
doubt, but the laid form of

part-ports (being fiken from
that of thofe u{ed at Cologn,
and having undergone the cor-

rections of Mr. Secretary Wil-

liamfon) had been rcfolved up-
on at London, in concert with

monfieur Ruvigni.. The lords

the States General were of the

fame opinion ; and pretend
that the reciprocal paffports of

France and Sweden ought to

be given in as ample a form as

thofe agreed upon by all the

confederates.

As for the im portance ofthofe

two points on which all the

difficulties here are founded,

yon \vill be plea fed to obferve,

that for the firil:, it is not only
the word [papiers] papers, that

is faid to be omitted, but alfo

the \vords [baggaget hardes,

equipage] baggage, goods, and

equipage, and fuch like oiher

words ufually inferted in this

place in pafTports ; and which

1 find in thofe pafTports which

his moft chriftian tnajefty

granted rothe pknipotentiaries
of Holland at Cologn. The
word pnpiers was not in the

torrn propofed here, but added

bv Mr. Secretary \\rilliani{bn.

As for.rhe other point, namely,
about

Et fay toujours crii que la

dite forme ayant etc
drejfee

fur celle dont on s'eft fervi a

Cologne, & corrigee fur les

reflexions de monfieur le fe~
cretaire Williamfon, elle a-

i}oit etcrefohic a Londrespar
concert avcc monfieur de

Ruvigni. Meffieurs les E-
tats Generaux en ont cru le

meme, & pretendent que les

pajfeports reciproques de

France & de Suede fount
donnes d^une forme aitffi $n-

pie que ceux quifont accordes

par tous les confedcrez.

Pour ce qui eft de rimpor-
tance de ces deux points fur

lefquelles on a icy fonde les

difficultez, VGUS remarquerez
il vous plait, qitau premier

ce n'eft pas le fed mot de

papiers qui manque^ mats

ceux auffi de baggage, har-

des, equipage, & les autrcs

accoutumes en cet endroit de

paffeports^ & que je vois

dans ce,ux que fa majefte tres

chretienne a acccrdes aux

plenipotentiaircs de cet Etat

a Cologne. Le mot de papiers
avoit ete ajoute par mon-

fieur lefecretaire W~ilkamf(;n^

lie fe trouvant pas dans le

formidaire propofe icy. Pour

Fautre
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Fautrepoint) de lalibertedes

minijlres an congres de faire

pajjer leur couriers fur leurs

Jimples pajfeports : favoue
d*avoir cru que c^etoit ttnc

circcnftance non feulement

pratiquce en toutes telles DC-

cafions, mais en effet fort ne-

cejfaire a faire reuffir Us ne-

gotiations, par la feurete &
facilite de communication en-

tre les princes & leurs mi-

niflreS) qui nepourroient etre

tout d'un coup ft pleinement

inftruitS) que de rfavoir pas
recours aux nouveanx ordres

de leurs mattresfur les inci-

dents auxquels le cours des

traitez fera tcujours fujet.
Dans le premier formulaire

quefay envoys en Angleterre
il etoit porte que couriers de

plenipotentiaires munis d'un

bon pajfeport feroient libres.

Mais monfieur le fecretaire

Williamfon m'a envoye les cr-

dtes de faire effacer le mot
de bon pour ctre toutesfortes
de difputes quipourroientfur-
venir fur une matierefi ef-

fentiellc a telles negotiations.
Pour les plaintes de mon-

fieur de Serinchamps, fur
les pafleports pour Lorrain^
& les reflexions que vous a-

rczfaiies la-dejfus: fay ef-

time cettc motive de trop

grande

about the liberty of the feveral

rninifters at the congrefs to

fend their couriers, barely in

virtue of their own fimple

paffports, I own that I am of

opinion, that it is a thing not

only praftifed conftantly on all

thefe occafions, but, indeed, a

thing of abfolute neceffity to

bring the negotiations to a

happy condufion, by fecuring
that fafety and eafe of corre-

fponding between princes and

their minifters ; who can ne-

ver come with fuch full and

perfect inftruftions, as never

to ave any occafion to -have

recourfe to their mailers for

new orders, upon the many
unforefeen incidents to which
treaties are fubjecl. In the

firfl form of paflports fent by
me into England, the expref-
fion was, that the couriers of

the plenipotentiaries, in virtue

of a good paiTport, /liould be

free ; but I received orders

from Mr. Secretary Williamfon

to blot out the word goody and
that in order to take away all

difficulties and difputts which

might hence arife in an affair

fo efTential to fuch negotia-
tions.

As to the complaints made
by monfieur de Serinchamps

concerning the purports for

Lot rain, and the reflections you
have made thereon, I judged
it a matter of too great weight

for



1 56 Letters of Sir William Temple

for me to intermeddle with

in the leaft wife, without ex.-

prefs order from the king my
matter; and for that realbn I

have not communicated any

part of your letter to the lords

the States General, as knowing
it would be news too agreeable
to thofe in their alliance, who
are not altogether ib well dif-

pofed to the peace, as they
have been reprefented to be ;

and who therefore might from

hence take occalion to defeat

all thofe hopes which Chriiren-

dom has entertained, from the

great vigilance and care of the

king my matter, employed in

forming thiscongrefs ; without

which, no difcourfes or pro-

pofols of peace could ever

come to good effect.

I can't rmifh this letter with-

out alluring you, that I now
retain at the Hague all thofe

fentiments of erleem which I

have heretofore had for your

perfon, and the firm refolu-

tions that I have taken to be

ever with the greateft zeal,

Sir, your moft humble and

moft obedient fervant, &c.

grande importancepour tit*en

meler aucunement fans les

ordres de fa wajejle, &
pour cette raifonje n 'ay en-

core rien-communiqtte de votre

lettre a mejjieurs les Etats

Generaux > facbant bien que
ce feroit une nouvelle trop a-

greable a ceux de kursaliitz^

qui rfont pas les fentimensji

fortes a la paix, que ces

mejjieurs mont toujours te-

moigne^ & qui pourroient
tacher par-la de faire eva-

nomr toutes les apparences

que le roy mon maitre en a

deja fait naitre a la Chreti-

ente par fes grands foins^ &
diligences employees aformer
le congres^ fans lequel tous

les difcours cj? fpeculations

de la paix ne pourroient for-
tir a aucun effet. .-fj..ji

Je ne puis achever cette

lettre fans vous affurer, quc

je retrouve encore a la Haye
tous les fentimens d'eftime

que fai eu autre fois peur
wire perfonne^ & les refo-

lutions que fay pris des

ce terns la d'etre toujours

avec beaucoup de p^ffion,

monfieur, votre tres .
hum-

ble> fc? tres
obe'ijj'ant fem-

tew.



to the King, the Prince of Orange,

To Mr. Secretary Williamfon.
.

SIR, Hague, January 31, N. S. 1676.

TIPON Mr. Skelton's difpatch, and the fuccefs of^
it, he adored me of having given you a very

full account, and thereby faved you a trouble from

me upon that occafion. There was only one thing he

defired of the deputies, for the eale of his memory,
which was, the deduction of thofe many reafons

whereon they excufed their compliance with his ma

jetty's defires, and they promifed to put it into my
hands by the next poft ; but have failed of that, as

well as of the anfwer I expecled about the extent of

neutral country, by reafon of the pensioner's illnefs,

which happens frequently, and ever gives a ttop to

thofe affairs that turn wholly upon his hand. Ano-
ther thing the deputies propofed to us at the end of

the conference, which was, to k-:ow if his majefly
would expeft an anfwer of that letter, which would
make it public here; whereas they pretended to be ib

fenfible of not complying with it, as rather to wifli

it might be taken no further notice of: and in this I

expect his majefty's pleafurc, when you think fit to

fignify it to me.

I inclofe you a copy of my anfwer to monfieur

Pompone's letter (which went to you by my laft)

wherein I endeavour to facilitate the two fmaller

difficulties about the Spanifh paflfports, by owning
the concert of the form here by his majefly's orders,
and the recommendation of it to all the confederates.

And whereas he feems to except againft couriers

patting with only a fimple paflport from any of the

federal minifters, and to think the word fapicrs un-

necefTary, I thought fit to let him know thofe changes
were made in England; in hopes thereupon, that his

compliance to them would prove the eaiier.

For
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For the main point, which is that of Lorrain, I

could not think fit to enter into any difcourfe upon
it, or fo much as to communicate it to the States

here, without his majefty's order ; becaufe I knew
the publiming of it would, on the one hand, engage
the honour of France fo much the deeper in adher-

ing to it j and, on the other, would animate the de-

fires and endeavours of fome part of the confede-

rates to break the congrefs upon this fingle point.

Upon fome difcourfes with the emperor's minitter

here, after the title given to the duke of Lorrain

was taken notice of in the paflports from France,
he made no difficulty to tell me very pofitively, that

his matter would never treat without the Lorrain mi-

ni rters , and I remember his words were, Et af-

feurez-voiiSi monfieur^ quen tenant au congres nous

Us potijjerons toujours devant nous. Monfieur Serin-

champs was as peremptory on the other fide, that

his mafter would never fend without the ftyle of

duke ; but I believe would be much more fo,

if he knew the pretenfion that France now ad-

vanceth to that duchy, which he would believe

nothing of, when we fpoke of it feveral times upon
occafion of the paflports. I had then an opinion,
that the thing was not done by chance, and alked

him, whether they might not ground a pretence

upon the treaty of 1662? but he faid with great

confidence, they could not. His arguments were,

firft, the invalidity of that treaty by the late duke's

having no right to difpofe of his duchy irom his

nephew, becaufe if the Salique law had courfe

there, it was unalienable from the heir male ; if

the feminine iucceflion, then that duke himfelf had

no title, but it belonged to prince Charles, even

in the life of his uncle. Secondly, the treaty's

being void by the non-performance on the French

fide of the only condition which appeared of any

advantage
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advantage to Lorrain 5
which was afliimlng their

princes into the rank of thofe of the blood of

France, which was mentioned in the treaty as that

condition, without which it had never been made ;

and upon its being regiftered in the parliament of

Paris with the leaving out of that claufe, the old

duke declared it void (as I remember he laid)

within a fortnight or three weeks after it was fign-

ed. Thirdly, the treaty of Marfal being concluded

the year after, between that king and duke, -by
which the duke was to continue the pofTeilion of

all his territories befides Marfal, in the fame man-
ner as he enjoyed them by the treaty of 1661.

And after that treaty of Marfal in 1663, it feerns,

that duke continued quiet till 1670, when France

feized upon the whole duchy; but declaring, as

monfieur Scrinchamps faith, to all princes of

Chriftendom, and particularly to his mnjefty, that

it was only upon peribnal quarrels to the duke*
and without intention to keep any part of the

country. And he faith, in all this time France

never made the lead mention of the treaty of 1662,

having found neither the princes of the blood, nor

parliaments of France, would confent to it ; and

thereupon no further thoughts were ever had of

it, to perform the fmalleft conditions of it, any
more than the greateft. Thefe were monfieur

Serinchamps* arguments, which I thought were fie

to be fent you upon this occalion, when the mat*
ter lieth before his majefty, and an expedient is not,
I fear, like to be found on this fide ; and without it,

the congrefs, for aught I fee, mud break; wherein his

majefty's honour, as well as inclination, you know, is

now a good deal engaged.
I yet hear nothing of Sir Gabriel Sylvius, though

the wind has been very good; and, having re-

ceived none from you by laft pod, am in hopes
- he
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he may bring me the orders neceflary for my pro-

ceeding in this difficult matter. I meet with en-

quiries here every poft after his majefty's refolu-

tion in the bufmefs of revifions. I am ever, Sir,

your, &c.

. A Me/teurs Colbert OfTo Meflieurs Colbert and

d'Avaux.

Hague, Feb. i,N. 8.1676. La.Haye,Fevr. I, N.S. 1676.

MeiTieurs,

T Received yefterday your ex-

* cellenctes letter from Nime-

giien of the ipth paft, and

was willing, as loon as poili-

blc, to give you an account of

the concern I had in an acci-

dent lately fallen oat in thebu-

iinefs of the paflports, which

muft have given you fome trou-

ble, as it has given me much

greater uneafmefs. The pair-

ports of the States General have

been for fome time in my hands,

as thofe of Spain have been in

monfieur de Lyra's the Spa-

nifh envoy ; but on this condi-

tion, that the former (hall not

be fent to your excellencies,

nor the latter delivered intomy
hands, till I become poflelTed

of his moil chriftian majefty's

reciprocal paflports, as well for

the

Mefliffitrs,

7*
AT receu bier de Nr
megue celle de vos ex-

cellences du \ $me paffii &?

v?ay pas voulu manquer de

*vcus temoigner, au pluiot
k part que je prens a un

accident furvenu dans Faf-
faire des paffepcrts^ qiii

vous doit avoir donne beau-

coup d'ennuy, mais a moy
encore beaucoup plus d^in-

quietude. Ceux de cet E-
tat ont etc quelque terns en-

tre mes mains ^ 5? ceux d'Ef-

pagne entre celles de mon-

fieur de Lyra, envoys de

cetle couronne-la \ mais a

condition one les premiers ne

feroient pas envoyes a *vos

excellences, ni les autres li-

vre entre mes mains* juf-

ques a ce qiie je feray en

pojjejjion des pajfeports red-

provues de fa majefte tres-

e^^ tant pour Jes

fkni-
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the plenipotentiaries of this pknipotenliaires de cet -

State, as for thofe of their al- tat, que pcur ceux de Icurs

lies. Some difficulties have On a trouw des

been here ftarted about the
difficultex icy a ceux qae

pafiports, which, by mon- monfieur de Ritvigni nia
fieur Ruvigni's means, have fajt nvcyer depiiis clique'

been for fome time fent, as tant foltr fes

well for the plenipotentiaries fcfenMres fEfpagne que
of Spain, as for thofe of Lor

rain : the firft of thefe diffi-

culties being only grounded on

fome deficiencies in the form

of the faid paffports concerning
the fecurity of the baggnge,

and the liberty of difpatching

couriers, which were expreffed

in the pajTporjts formerly given

by his moil: ChrifHan majefty

to (He plenipotentiaries of this

pcur ceux de Lcraine ;

les premiers tfayant ett

que fur qitelques de-

dans le formulaire
)orts 9 toucbant

baggage,
liberts de depecber les couf

riers, compris ci-devant en

^etienne $ accordt ample
.

Hate at Cologn, as well as in potentiates de cet et&t

thofe aifpatched by the con- ^ Cologne, auffi hen que

federates for your excellencies;
ceux que ks confederez ont,

f had good hopes to fee them fait depecber pour 7. E^
ealily furmounted by the good fay'bien efpere de les vcir

offices which his majefty the facilement funnontez par

king my matter has already les offices
de fa majefte l&

employed on this fubjecl at the roy mon maitre, qui ont

court of France. And I have /// deja employes a la cour

endeavoured- to fet thefe mat- de France fur ce fujet. Et
ters in a proper light for mon- fay tdche de dcnner a mon-
fieur Pompone. four Pompom les eclairdf-

fements necejjaircs la
dejfiis.

As to the difficulties made Pour les difficultez faites
about the pafiports for Lot rain, fur ceux de Loraine, je les

1 found them of fo great im- fww? fme frcf ^

the exprefs order of the king;
aad

VOL. IV.

les

mtur mes fenttmens; &
M fcur
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and therefore I have not com-
municated to the States Gene-
ral the letter which I received

three days fmce from mon-
fieur Pompone on this fubjecl: :

I am in hourly expectation of

receiving .
his majefty's com-

mands, whereby I may regu-
.late my own conduct herein.

In the mean time, lintreatyour
excellencies to a/lure your-

felves,thatitiswiththegreatell

regret that I fee this flop put
to iin affair in which the incli-

nation, as well as the honour,
of his mnjerty is ib deeply en-

gaged ; and to believe, that I

will omit no care or pains to

promote and facilitate it on this

fide. To thefe fo important
con-liderations I might add, the

-particular fatisfaclion and plea-

lure that I propofe to myfelf,
in being imerefled and con-

cerned in an affair that will

bring me into the company and

cqnverjhtioii of your excel-

Jcruiics atNimeguen; where I

promife myfelf to find yet far-

thei-opportnni
ties ofgiving you

proof, how uneafy thefe hin-

drances are to me, and with

.how much clleem I arn, your
excellencies moil humble, and

'-niojl obedient fervant, &c.

pour cela n'ay pas encore

communique -a mejfieurs les

Etats Generaux la lettre

que fay refii depuis trots

jours de monfieur de Pom-

ponefur cette mattere^ mais

fattend a toute beure les

commandements du roy

pour reglcr ma conduits.

Cependant je fupplie y, Ex.
de vous ajfurer que c'eft a-

vec regret extreme queje vois

cet accrochment a une affaire,

en laquelle rinclination auffi

lien queThonneur de fa ma-

jcfte eft ft fort engagee -,
&

que je rfepargneray aucune

peins 6f diligence pour la

fadliter de ce cote icy. Je
pourrois ajouter a ces confe-

derations Jiimportantes Fin-

tent particulier queje prens
au bonheur fc? la joye que je
me fuis propofe en la rencon-

tre & converfation de V.

Ex. a Nimegue^ ou je veux

efperer encore de trouver les

occafions a vous temoigner

combienje reJens ce. retarde-

ment9 & avec combien

d'ejlime je fuis, mejfieurs,

de V. E. le tres humble^ &
trt3 obiijant ferviteur^ oj-

O

-oi

. s
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fo Sir Jofepb JVilliamfon.

S I R, Hague, Feb. 4, N. S. 1676.

will have found by my two lad, that I had

before received from monfieur Pompons what

you have fince been pleafed to tell me by yours of the

2 ill, concerning the mod chriftian king's anfwer to

his majefty's reprefentations about the paffports. I

have difcourfed it over this day with the penfioner,
who finds no remedy on this fide, but takes the whole
matter for an argument, that France has no defire at

prefent to fee the congrefs formed, or to enter in

earned upon the negotiation of a peace. He remarks

upon the liberty of couriers, that the Spaniards can
write but once a fortnight to Madrid, and that by the

'common couriers , but that the French themfelves can

have no communication, either with Paris or any of
'their garrifons, without this liberty; and he thinks,

they cannot mean any thing fhould be done at a treaty
with thefe circumftances. He faid,1t was poiTible thac

France might infid upon this in favour of Sweden, to

whom, as you fay, Denmark has refufed the pafTes ;

bur they are yeflerday come, in the form agreed upon,
as you will find by the incloled memorial of that en-

voy here. For the point of Lorrain, he reafoned much
of the ftrangenefs of fuch a pretenfion ; but I remem-
'ber nothing new, or more than what I repeated in my
kft -of monfieur Serinchamps's difcourfes on that fub-

;

jecl. As to this lad, I can make no conjecture how his

majedy is like to fucceed on the fide of France, and
have no profped of any expedient upon this. But as

to the two fmaller difficulties, methinks, it fhould be

eafy to procure the pafTports from that court in the

fame form with what are given here, if his majedy
owns them to have been concerted, as you know they
were, by his order, and by the fame recommended to

M 2 the
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the practice of all the confederates^ And, indeed,

nothing feems more proper than for the mediator to

concert one general form of pafiports to be ufed by
all parties. I fhewed thofe you inclofed in your hit

to the penfioner; upon which he remarked likewiie,

that there was but one fingle pafTport for all the em-

peror's plenipotentiaries, whereas there were three for

the French; but concluded, that he hoped dill all

might be adjufted by his majefly's fecond offices to-

wards France upon this matter.

I fend you inclofed a paper I received from the

States, concerning the bufinefs of prince William of

Furftenbbrgh j and another, concerning the neutra-

lity ; which coming juft now to my hands, I fend the

original papers, though there feems fome defect in a

claufe of the lait, which leaves the prefcription of the

neutral limits wholly to his majefty, provided they
extend not beyond the Waal and Rhine. I fuppofe,

by my letters from Sir Lionel Jenkins, you will have

heard a great deal from him of the necefiity of enlarg-

ing rhe bounds in reference to the convenience of the

minifltrs ; upon which fubjecl I fhall fay nothing,
but only with, that France would leave this matter fo

far in his majefly's hands, as to make that compli-
ment concerning the county of Meurs to the 'prince
of Orange, either from that crown, or from his ma-

jelly -,
his highnefs, I find, thinking it hard that ib

ihiiili a thing fhould be refufed him, after his majefty
had- thought fit to engage himfelf in the propofal of it

on both fides.

Sir Lionel Jenkins told me, in one yefterday, of a

chicane made him by monfieur Bevernihg upon the

point of fir ft vifir, which I doubt not he has given

you account of. That very hour I had his letter came
to me the prefident of the commifTioners for the fo-

reign affairs, by order both of the prince and the

to acquaint me with a letter of monfieur Be-

verning
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verning upon the fame fubject, and to defire me to

direct what I would have done upon it. I found by rhc

Jetter, that monfieur Beverning intended to make no

further or more form alvi fit to Sir Lionel Jenkins, upon

pretence that mould be done to us both upon my ar-

rival ; but I defired monfieur Mauregnault, the perfon
fent to me, that orders might go away by lad night's

ordinary, to both their ambaffadors, to make their

vific together, and in form, to Sir Lionel Jenkins,
as ambairador-mediator ; which the prince told me in

the afternoon had been accordingly refolved on. 1

am Sir, your, &c.

To Sir Jofefb Wiiliamfon.

SIR, Hague, Feb. n, N. S. 1676.

T. RECEIVED a great deal of honour by the teftimony
4 yoj were pleafed to give me in your lad of the

25th pad, of the approbation given at the foreign
committee to my conduct, in giving no communica-
tion here of monfieur Pompone's letter, till I had re-

ceived orders from his majefly. I thought this fo much

my duty, that I will confefs to you, not to have

given notice of it to the States, upon what I received

rrorn you in your former, though it was in fubftance

the fame with your lafl ; but bringing me no orders,
and only a bare relation from you, I thought fit upon
it only to difcourfe it to the penfioner; faying, that he

might do the fame to the States, as a matter he had
from me in communication j which he did, left I

fhould feem to make a fecret of what they knew here

from monfieur Van Beuninghen, and don Pedro d.e

Ronquillo. But upon his majefty's pleafure, fignified
to me in your lafl, I have put in a formal memorial,
to acquaint the States with it, having taken thofe words

which relate his majefty's part in it, out of your own
letter ; and which fienify the moll chriftian king's *

M 3 anfw?r,
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anfwer, out of monfieur Pompone's : this I did rather

than out of yours, becaufe what was contained in mon-
fieur Pompone's, was certainly that which they intend-

ed mould be communicated from them to the States,

and for that reafon (as the letter mentions) tranfmitted

to me, to fave the time of conveying it by England.
I fuppofe fome little midake in the conftrudion of my
former letter made you think I intended not ib much
as to anfwer monfieur Pompone's, without orders from

England : for you will fince have found that 1 did it

by the very next pod; but that it was, by my good
fortune, in the very fame form, as well as fubftance,
that your lad indructed me j and that I did not only
take your particular notice to him of my not having
communicated his letter to the States without his ma-

. jelly's orders, but again repeated that circurnftance iri

my anfwer to a letter of the French plenipotentiaries
.about the fame time - a copy whereof I lent you in-

clofed, together with that or my memorial yederday
to the States. You will lately have found in my fecre-

tary's papers, the mention of a conclufion made in the

treaty of commerce between Sweden and this State
-,

and yet not long after an accord here entered into with

the Dane, of equipping a joint fleet againft next cam-

paign in the Baltic. I found in my lad letters from

England, the fird was thought a little myfterious; and,
fince the lad has relation to the courfe of his majedy's

mediation, I think it will becqme me to give his n:a-

jeity feme account of the true fprings in both.

7*he fird was a bufinefs that arofe wholly from the

Swedes, and was negotiated atStockholm, particularly,

by monfieur Eherndeyn. The public intention in it

there was, to make fuch a treaty ferve for fome in-

troduction towards another, by which a fuipenlion of

arms atTea might follow between that crown and this

State. By th;s rhtans Sweden would, in probability,

be abb toluccour Pomerania next campaign j and this

State
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State would not, perhaps, have feen it very unwillingly,
in cafe matters on this fide and the difpofitions in

France had drawn on towards the genital peace. The

private motions of that treaty fprung from monfieur

Ehernfteyn's defire to value him lei f by being inftru-

mental in reftoring, at lead, the beginnings of fome

good intelligence between his matter and this State ,

having himfelf been always averfe from the breach,

and now feeing the counfels that promoted it fo much
decried in Sweden from the unhappy events. And
this was all the mydery of that treaty.

The States, though they approved the treaty of com-

merce, yet they confirmed not the private articles con-

firmed by Sweden in order to a fufpenfion of arms by
fea, though I did not obferve any great averfion to-

wards it; but, on the contrary, a refolution at lead

of not arming this next fummer in the Baltic, though

they had been for three months pad very warmly pref-
led to it by the Danifh minifters. But when the firft

news came of the defaults in the French paffports, they

began to conclude that France was not at all in earned

upon the bufinefs of the congrefs, which they guefied
not more from the point about Lorrain, than from that

of couriers j without the liberty whereof, they efteemed

no negotiation could have any effect, and the prejudice
would be infinitely greater to France and Sweden in point
of intelligence, than to the confederates themfeives.

The States thought this counlel of delay ing or break-

ing the congrefs proceeded from an expectation in

France of fome great defign, wherein they expefted
the fuccefs, either in Naples, or Sicily, or in Poland.

And knowing the endeavours of the French miniiter

at the Porte, and the other in Poland, to bring abouc

a peace this ieafon between the Turk and that crown,

they fufpected mod the
falling down of the Poles upon

the duke of Brandenburgh in the ducal of PrulTia.

The Danifh and Brandenburgh minifters here made
M 4 a good
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a good ufe of this apprehenfion in the S:ates, and pre-
vailed with them to clap up an agreement with Dm-
rnark, for an -ing a joint fleet next fummer in the

Baltic, very much againft their former refolurion, and

wholly to the difappointment of all that Sweden had

propofed to themfelves by their treaty of commerce.
This I reckon upon as the firft important effect of

the defaults found in the French paflports-, and if the

States continue in the fame opinion of the French indif-

pofition to the treaty, or of their defigns to bring in

the Pole upon the duke of Brandenburgh, they will

give in vigoroufly with the confederates, to drive the

Swedes wholly outof the empire next fummer, to which

tfrey would otherwife not eafily have been induced.

This leads me neceflarily to another, which it may
be fk likewife for his majefty to know. The expence of

this State in the war, joined to the diminution of their

trad , feems to difable them any longer from profe-

cutingit than this campaign-, and, indeed, their coun-

fels in it hitherto are chiefly animated by the great ftea-

dinefs and influence of the prince of Orange. The
houfe of Auftria forefeeing this, have framed a new
fcheme of taking off from this State all the fubfidies

they pay to the allies, after this campaign, of Spain

continuing to pay them their part, and of the allies,

efpecially Denmark, Brandenburgh, and Lunenburgh,
contenting themfelves with the other moiety (now paid

by the States) upon a general treaty to be entered into

by all the confederates for a guaranty of the conqueft
made la ft year, or that mall be made this year upon
the Swedes in Germany ; which they think will be an

advantage to the laft named confederates, and the

bifhop of Munfter greater than half of the prefent fub-

fidits. And for thofe to Mentz and Trier, as well as

the emperor, Spain will take them wholly upon them-

felves, as, indeed, the emperor has not, for this year

pafc, at all preifcd the States fur thefe payments by >

treaty
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treaty made due to him. The Spanifh and Imperial

mi miters are pretty confident of bringing this to pafs ;

and that, upon it, the States will be able to continue

the war with cafe; and if not with the fame number,

of troops, and as principals in it, yet at lead as ac-

ceflTd cir-s, and with a body of about twenty thoufand

men ir; Flanders. Several of the 'States tell me, they
v/ill not conlent to give fuch a guaranty, forefeeing it

mud engage them in a long war ; and the prince him-

felf will not, I believe, give into it, till he fees the

events of next campaign, or the utmoft that France wili

infift upon in the treaty. For my own part, I apprehend
it as an affair that may go far towards the continuance

of a long war, and, confequently, the ill fuccefs of his

majefty's mediation, and therefore thought fit to give
his majefty the early advices of it.

Though the king may have had reafon to flop Mr,

Skelton's journey at prefent, whofe errand to the em-

peror would not, perhaps, have had good grace whilft

France perfifts in the refufal of the duke of Lorrain's

title, and thereby the pafTport that may bring him to

the treaty ; yet if his majefty fhould have the fortune

to furmount thefe difficulties about the French pafiV

ports, I do not think he will have reafon to be dif-

couraged in his intended applications to the emperor,

upon this State's excufing themfelves from joining
with him in it : for, upon fome difcourfe with the Im-

perial and Spanifh minifters here, I find them both,

abfolutely of opinion (though they profefs it to be but.

perfonally their own) that the emperor will certainly

give that point of prince William to his majefty's

interceflion, whenever it is particularly and formally
made to him. And both thofe minifters have pro-.
mifed me to engage all their credit at the court of'.

Vienna towards this fuccefs upon Mr. Skelton's arri-

val there, which I thought was an office his majefty
would approve of, though I was notencharged with it.

I have
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I have received his majefty's ratification of the lute

article agreed upon here, concerning the free trade from

.enemy's port, which fhall be exchanged to-morrow,
and fliall be fent you by the fir ft yacht.

I afk your pardon for the length of this trouble, and

remain, your, &C;

.

To my Lord Arlington. bns

'IS

My Lord, Hague, Feb. 11, N. S. 1676.

T WA s extreme glad to find by one from you, which
*

Sir Gabriel Sylvius gave me at his arrival here,

that you had fo good hopes of wearing off that indif-

pofition in which your former had left you j and that

you had already begun to ufe your legs, which, I

doubt not, will recover themfelves by exercife, with

the help of the feafon, and thereby reilore you to the

air and entertainments you ufed to be pleafed with,

and the liberty of attending his majefty's affairs, as

well as your own. +\

I fuppofe, monfieur Van Beuninghen never wants

difcourfe fo much, as for a help of it to introduce that

about the pacquet-boats ; and, perhaps, he does not

think fit to begin one where you are more concerned

than his matters, of how fmall confequence foever it

be , therefore I have not renewed it here ; but when-

ever you make the trial, and find any flop from either

his want of power or will, to give you the fatisfa6tion

intended, 1 fhall not fail to move it again to the pen-

fioner, and if need be, to the prince, upon the leatt

no'tice you pleaie to give me of it. :

We will, if you pleafe, leave off any further men-

tion of what palled in our former letters upon occa-

Tion of Sir Gabriel Sylvius's journey thither. I do be-

lieve what you tell me, there is no myftery in it : and

yet,-
whenever we meet, 1 will tell you very frankly

what I thought was once in defign^ which muft have

been
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been very injurious to me, though, perhaps, not fo

intended; and will upon it leave you to judge your-

felf, whether I was impofed upon by thofe from whom
I received the knowledge of it : for of my many
weaknefTes, that of my being credulous is none, efpe-

cially where it is fo unpleafant to make me fufpect the

good intentions of thofe few whofe friendfhip I efteem,

and would be glad to deferve. For the reft that you
are pleafed to fay of the intentions he brings over, as

to my own particular, they are of more honour to me
than I at ail pretend to ; who (hall ever live with

peribns that bear his majefty's character,. as my fel-

low-iervants, whatever difference may be made by
thofe we receive from our mailer, according as he

pleafes to ufe us in order to his better fervice. I wifh

him, with all my heart, the honour of either finding
pr raifing any difpofidons here more agreeable to his

majefty's defines in what concerns the peace, than thofe

I have yet been able to give account of. But I think,

it more for his majefty's fervice to give him a true

one that he likes not, than a feigned or difguifed one
that he likes ; which is the way to engage him in mea-
fures that will fail, and fomctimes in retreats of little

honour. Upon this fubjeft, I cannot but wifh mon-
fieur Van Beuninghen had either underftood his maf-
ters better, or been lefs heard himfelf upon the bufi-

nefs of prince William before Mr. Skelton came over;
and that, for the time to come, fome difference were

rnade between his talk and his memorials, fince in the

latter, I believe, he will be more cautious than in

the other.

The prince is out of town, and will continue fo till

Saturday. The congrefs is accrochi by the exceptions
^itt-ade here from the confederates to the French pafT-

ports lor Spain and Lorrainj which you know the

detail of as well as I, and, perhaps, by this time,

better, in knowing the anfwer of the French court

to
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to his rnajefty's lad application. What I write now
to Mr. Secretary Williainfon, you will have your part

in, either in his hands or the foreign committee j and

beyond thefe we have nothing here ftirs at prefent,
but

the common reports of monfieur de Ruyter's victory

over the French fleet, which I yet fee no certain grounds
for (though fome appearance) from the advices that

are yet come hither. I am your mo ft faithful,

humble iervant.

;

To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

S I R, Hague, Feb. n, N. S. 1676.

T W A s extreme forry to find, by the honour of one
* from you of the 24th pad, that your late indif-

pofitions had been fo frequent and fo troublefome as

you defcribe them. I hope you will find the return of

your health with that of the feafon, which I very hear-

tily wilh, for his majefty's fake as well as your own.

In the mean time, I comfort myfelf with the belief I

gather from your letters to my lord Berkley, of which

your laft inclofed the copies, that your illnefs has reach-

ed no further than your body, and not at all afrected or

lefiened the vigour of your conceptions, which have ; iit
f

thofe letters prefted the court of France farther than I

doubt they will eafily yield, or can eafily excufe. The
fuccefs I mud expecl from England, having given
monfieur Pompone no encouragement to continue an

immediate commerce between us here; which, I fup-

pofe, he had a mind to upon pretence of gaining

time, and might have been welcome to a man that

considered his mailer or his orders, as monfieur Van

Beii'nfnghen does his, in his prefent ambaffrge.
I have given a full account, in my difpatch to-night

to Mr; Secretary Wiliiamfon, of the late treaty of com-

merce between Sweden and this State; which, I find,

you think fomewhat mylkrious : and bccaufe I efleem

that,



to the King, tie Prince of Orangey &c. 173

that, and other particulars in that difpatch, necefiary
for his msjefty to know, I prefume you will meet it

certainly at the foreign committee, and therefore refer

you to it.

^^They are here very full of the belief given them by
the lad Italian letters of a great viclory of monfieur

de Ruyter over the French fleet, and the extremity of

Medina, if not relieved. The lad I have reafon to

believe, from fome letters I have received, and others

of merchants I have feen-, as iikewife, that there has

been an engagement between the two fleets ; but for

the fuccefies and particulars of it, I do not find any
ground of certainty from any advices yet arrived here,
or the comparifon of them from fo many feveral places,
becaufe they feemed all derived from one fource ;

which was a felucca come by chance into Naples with

the reports of them. In cafeitfhouldbe true, it would
be of great confequence, and make fome change in..the

prefentlceneof affairs and difpofitions towards a.peace.
The prince is out of town for a week a hunting,

and- is pieafed to hear you are fo keen upon that

iport; and fays, there are two places in England he

w-ill be fure to be at, whenever he fees England ;

which are, your houfe at Enfield, and Sheen; though
the fruits of one will be too weak a rival with him tor

the hunting at the other.

I am ever, with very much pafTion and truth, Sir,

ypur moft obedient, humble fervant. usftnorn

'4^ ?
. 7r ..

77
.

bsmrru
To Sir Jojeph Jrtlhamjon.

3.H
S I R, Hague, Feb. 18, N, S. 1676.

T AM to acknowledge both yours of the ift and the
A

4th, which are come to my hands fince my lad of

the nth. Your firft inclofed the Swedifh pafTports,

put into your hands by monfieur Sparr; your laft,

the French papers, by monfieur Ruvigni, containing
the
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the reafons of the moft chriftian king's refufing thofc

paffports infilled upon here in the paflports of France.

I have communicated both to the penfioner, who,
<S to ihe firft, remarked upon them the opinion of the

for liberty of couriers, and that of the palTports
t mieb/es expected for the duke of Lorrain among
their allies. He concluded, both were done by concert

vvith France; and laid, he did not believe they could

be accepted in this form ; but would acquaint the

States with it, and give me their anfwer. He obferved

afterwards the date of them, and finding it old, he

told me upon it, that he did not doubt but the court

of Sweden had changed their mind upon this matter

fince that time; that by the letters laft week from

Stockholm, monfieur Romph, the States minifter

there, had allured them, that the court was refolved

to expedite the paffes in the very fame form with that

agreed upon by the confederates ; and were abfolutely
of opinion, that the claufe for liberty of couriers was

neceflary, and particularly fo to themfelves. And the

penfioner feemed to believe that this matter, and the

difpatch of the two plenipotentiaries from Sweden,
would foon be made, either by a Dutch vefTel from

Gottenburgh, or by a frigate to be fent from hence to

that purpoie.
As to monfieur Ruvigni's paper, he told me, it was

a bufinefs of that importance, the congrefs depending

wholly upon it, that he would not advance his own

opinion without firft knowing that of his mailers: that

an anfwer had been made to my laft memorial upon
this fubjedt, which (hould have been in my hands before

this poit, but confiding chiefly in the due acknowledg-
ments of his majefty's offices, and repeated inftances

to France for removing thefe difficulties, he thought
now, that I acquainted him with the fuccefs, that it

would be fit to enlarge ir, but promifed to take care

that I (hould be poffefied of it by next ordinary.
For
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For my own part, I will confefs to you, that I think

roonfieur Ruvigni's paper a thing as ftrongly and as

well reafoned, as Ihave feen any; and that I cannot

but think they have right in what concerns the point
of the couriers, fince the prejudice to the confederates

from that liberty" cannot be, in any kind, equal with

that of France ufing it ill , and the inftances of what

patted at Cologn and Aix la Chapelle are fo pertinent,
that I do not iee how they can be difputed ; efpecialiy

upon the .offer of free paffage between Nimeguen and

Bruffels. Ail that flicks, in my opinion, is the preju-
dice that France and Sweden will receive by the want
of allowed intercourfe with their minifters : but of this

they are themfelves the beft judges.

^jiAs to the point of Lorrain, I fhould likewife think

the paper had rtafon too, if they grounded their title

ro Lorrain upon conqueft, which is a very, common

right in the world, and univerfally allowed, when, at

lead, confirmed by time. Bur, in cafe that treaty of

1662 were attended with all thoie circumftances which

the penfioner, as well as monfieur Serinchamps, have

deduced to me upon this occafion, I doubt whether it

will bear fo much weight. But at this I can offer no

judgment without knowing the matter from that fide

as well as this, which I ihould be very glad to do,
that I might, if there be- occafion, be better able to

argue it with them here.

. By what I can difcover at firft by difcourfes among
them upon this fubjedt, 1 am apt to think, that both
the prince and the States would be content to leave

this matter wholly to be governed by his majefly, and
make him an arbiter in it, as well as a mediator, in

cafe France would do the fame. But I doubt whe-
ther they .fit foloofefrom their allies, as to divide from
them in it; or whether the feveral minifters of the

confederates here will make fuch a pace upon fo im-

portant an affair, without new and precife orders from

their
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their matters. However, I Ihould be very glad to

know, for my government hereafter upon this or the

like occafions, whether his majefty would be content

to have fuch offers made him, or rather declined, in

their firft rife ? I know the ufe of them might intro-

duce a very great authority to his mediation in the

courfe of the treaty, and in points, perhaps, of greater
moment than this. Bat whether his majerty would

willingly charge himfelf with abfolute decifions, and

pafs over the refpedts of difpieafing the parties, who

might think themfelves aggrieved by them, is what I

know not. But, perhaps, it is not unnecefiary for me
to have, at lead, fome hint of his majefty's difpofl-
tions in fuch cafes, if they fhould fall in my way.

I leave the current news to my fecretary, as you

pleafe to give me leave ; but will add to it what I hear

jufl now, that the match will be made in all appearance
between the duke of Lorrain and the queen dowager
of Poland, Spain having given their confent to it; and,

I believe, it is not without fome eye upon the difficul-

ties that, they fay, the prefentking of Poland is like

to meet with in his intended coronation. 1 am ever,

Sir, your moft humble fervant.

To Sir yofeph Wiliiamfon.

S I R, Hague, Feb. 25, N.S. 1676.

J
A M to acknowledge the honour of both yours of

the 8th and the nth, fince my laft of this day

fe'nnight. I find both refer me to the further notices

you expect out of France, concerning the difficulties

at prefent depending in the bufinefs of the congrefs \

and I can, as yet, give you as little light from hence.

The penfioner fent me excuies thi? morning, that the

anfwer intended by the States to my laft memorial,
and to the reafons contained in monfieur Ruvigni's

paper, could not yet be ready, by reafon of monfieur

dt
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de Lyra's abfence, without whofe communication, as

rninifter to the chief of their allies, they could not

agree upon any refolution which concerned the union

in general.
I fent him the paper put into your hands by the

Swedim ambafTador, and defired upon it, that the

paflports of this State might be delivered to the Swedilh

minifter here. The penfioner returned me anfwer,
that he would move it to the States ; but doubted,
that it could not be till the form of pafiports were

agreed on both fides, which ought to be the fame to

all parties. The fhort of the matter is this : PYance

refufes the liberty of couriers, becaufe they will not

open their country to their enemies. Denmark makes
the fame difficulties, and for the fame reafons. Sweden,
for the contrary, delires the liberty of couriers between

them and the confederates : but thefe are refolved to

allow nothing to Sweden in this point, but what France

fhall allow to Spain : and they are, for aught I fee,

upon the whole, very indifferent whether the thing be

agreed one way or other, fo it may be general to all

the parties.

In the cafe
ryou fay had been propofed to you by

Sir Lionel Jenkins of what may happen to the do-

mefticks of the French ambafTador, ifthe treaty ihould
not proceed, I mould have thought myfelf obliged
to protect them (even without receiving his majefty's

orders) to the utmoft ofmy credit here ; and I queftion
not but that would ferve fuch a turn as this, if there

were occasion ; and therefore, I think, his majefty

may be at eafe on that fide.

I am very well content to have little at this time

to trouble you with, either from your own letters, or

any thing elfe that pafles here, having been now for

four days confined to my chamber by a very painful
illnefs, which has much indifpofed me for this kind of
ocercife. I am ever, Sir, your, &c.

VOL. IV. N
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To Sir Jofepb Willianifon.

SIR, f Hagtie, Feb. 28, N. S. 1676.
IS morning I received the honour of yours

"* of the 1 5th,- with an account of fits majefby's
rft thoughts upon mine of the i8th, by which I

fhall govern myfelf for the difcouraging any propofi-
tions of that kind arifin'g here, either in this matter of

Lorrain, or others, unlefs I receive new directions.-

The common belief here at this prefent is, that France

will not infill fo far upon the difficulties raifed in the

Lorrain paflports, as to break the congrefs upon it ;

efpecially fmce Sweden is refolved to break from them
in it. On this fide, they make no hafte to give me

any anfwer upon the reafons of France reprefented r/>

them on that fifbject, pretending ftill the abfence of

don Emanuel de Lyra. But
yefterday

monfieur Serin-

champs fhewed me a letter from his matter, where he

faid, he was fure he mould not be abandoned by the'

empire nor Spain in this point \ arid that they would
neither be brought to the congrefs without the allow-

ance of his title, nor to the peace without the refti-

tution of his duchy. There was a great deal in it ac-

knowledging and applauding hk majerty's juftice in

the offices performed upon this occafion towards

France , and a great deal more, taxing very Iharply
the procedure of France in advancing preteniions upon'
fuch a treaty, wherein, he faid, were toutes fortes de

nullites ; but that he ihould
(

be forry to be put upon-
more large or public deductions of that matter, for

the fake of the dead, and not only the late duke,
but thofe miniflers of France who were the inftrtr-

ments in that treaty. The reafons alledgec! in this

letter v/ere very fhort, and upon the fame heads with

thofe I fent you formerly from monfieur Serinchamps*

reprefentation. He would not give me a c6py of the

3 letter^
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letter, faying, his mafter had fo ordered him, and

only to communicate it to me , becaufe, he laid, lie

would not be oblige a des repliques en un terns on les

coups d'epee feroient plus de faifcn que ceitx de plume.
The truth is, the Lorrain, the Brandenburgh, and

the Danifh minifters, would be well pleafed to fee the

campaign end before the congrefs begins ; and fo are

glad to increafe all the difficulties lately fallen in. But
thefe ftates are very defirous to have the congrefs

formed, and prefs both the Spaniards and Imperialifts
to fend their plenipotentiaries to Nimeguen, whether

the French come or no, fmce-they are affured that the

Swedes will. They pretend by it to throw the blame

of the war openly upon France ; but the true fpring
of it is, the hope they have that fome overtures of

peace may arife from the accidents of the war in the

courfe of the campaign ,
and that they may be much

better improved by his majefty's mediation, when a

congrefs is on foot* than by any private ways of nego-
tiation. For thefe reafons they have refolved yefterday
at the committee of fecret affairs, that a frigate fhali

be fent away to Gottenburgh, not only to exchange the

paiTports with Sweden, but to bring away their pleni-

potentiaries, v/ho will be ready there, as the Swedifh

commiffary here allures them. But this refolution is

taken with the condition of their allies confenting, to

which they are in hopes of inducing them.

The prince coming to me this morning immediately
after 1 received your letter, I told his highnefs what

you encharged me from his majefty, concerning his

anfwer to the elector palatine, which the prince was

Very much pleafed with ; and defired me, of himfeifj

to acquaint both the States and the allies with it, as

a mark of his majefty's juftice in the mediation ; which
I mall do to-morrow, though I have not yet ftirred

out of my chamber, and write in pain, I am ever,

Sir, your, &c.

N 2 <ft
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To the King.

Hague, March 3, N. S. 1676.

May it pleafe your Majcily,
T T P O N an occafion given me by my lord treafureiy
V? hi a claufe of a kte letter, mentioning a difpatch
of Sir Gabriel Sylvius hither, I thought fit by his

lordfhip*s hand to give your majefty the fulleft account

I could 6f the prince of Orange's dilpofitions and in-

tentions in this great conjuncture.
I have fince found, by difcourfe with Sir Gabriel

Sylvius, that your majefty thought his- highnefs might
be made more ferijible of the ufage he has received,

and ought to expe& from Spain, in this confederacy.
I did not fofget, among other things wherein your

majefty inftfitted me, to fay a great deal to him upon
this fubject, He ftill anfwered me, that he knew
more of this than I could tell him ; that it had gone
fo far in what concerned his perfonal interefts with that

crown, as to make him tell the duke de Villa Her-
mofa laft campaign, that he took this manner of treat-

ment from Spain as a great honour to him : for, he

was very Hire, at a time wherein the leaft ftep he fhoirid

make awry was of fo great moment to that crown*

they would not ufe him fo, if they did not think him
a man of coo much honour to prefer his own refenf-

mehts before the public interefts lie was engaged in.

And he added upon it, that they knew him, for he

Ihould not do it.

Upon another difcourfe of the houfe of Auftria's

depending fo much upon his highnefs's own difpoft-

tions, rather than thofe of the States^ in the purfuit
of their prefent alliances, his highnefs told me a par-
ticular I had never heard before ; which was, that one

part of his oath as StadKhokler was, to take the care

of keeping the States to the obfervation of their trea-

ties,
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es, which he was refolve.t} to do to the bed of his

power.
Lad Friday his highnefs, coming to me upon an

illnefs that kept me in my chamber, told me all that

had Dafled between hi:n and Sir Gabriel Sylvius upon
the fubjeftof the peace ; which all ended in this ; that

your majefty defired a good peace, and that his high-
jieis defired nothing more than a good one, but not

an iH'on&.i which, on the contrary, he would hinder

if he could. That all the queftion was, what was a

good peace ? and upon that, had defired of Sir Gabriel

Sylvius, as he had before done of me, to know your

majenVs mind, and upon what terms you defired or

thought fit the peace mould be made : that Sir Gabriel

Sylvius had anfwered, you had given him no commit
lion to give that fcheme, and would referve yourfejf
till the treaty- Upon which his highnefs had replied,
that then, for his part> he would neither help nor

hinder the peace : that it would be made when one of
the parties were beaten out of the field, but not till then ;

nnlefs your majefty would declare to all the parties

upon what terms you thought fit and defired to make
it , and, in this cafe, it would be done in a week.

I tell your majefty this, that for your better light

you may compare it with the notes you receive upon
this matterfrom Sir Gabriel Sylvius, and thereby know,
whether the prince's difcourfes are different to different

perfons, which I believe they are not, however they may
be reprefented. And, I am confident, no

reafonings
can remove him from tb^fe intentions I have always
given your majefty an account of, unjefs the future

events of the war, or new revolutions in the confe-

deracy, mould infpire him with new thoughts, or in-

him in new necefhties.

The prince, in his laft vifit to me, told me, he
believed one great part of Sir Gabriel Sylvius's errand

Cither was come out tl>e other day. That he had fallen

N 3 into
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into difcourfe of the ill pofhire of the Englifh
here , the neceflity of a perfon of quality being at

the head of them ; and my lord Offory's defire to ferve

him in that charge. That, upon the prince's agreer

ing in thofe points, Sir Gabriel Sylvius pulled out a

letter, and faid, it was one he had thought of writing tq

'my lord Arlington upon that fubject, if the prince

approved it : that he read it to his highnefs, who faid,

he thought it was well , and that he might fend it, if

he would. The prince told me, he obferved the paper
was fo worn in the creafes, that he knew it was a thing

brought out of
England^

and not written here, as Sir

Gabriel Sylvius pretended ; and believed, it was not

only to go to my lord Arlington, but that it came
from him too: that he believed it was not a thing

your inajefty knew of-, and obferved a claufe in it,

which he thought was put in on purpofe to ingratiate
it to your majefcy, though he had taken no notice of
it to Sir Gabriel Sylvius.

I took this occafjon to tell his highnefs?
that your

majeily had talked w;th me, when I was lafl in Eng-
land, of that point, as of a thing you would be glad

of, and that might be provided for by private concert

between "your majeily and his highnefs, upon the con-

clufion of a treaty you intended of a nearer alliance

with this State, immediately after the general peace ;

which bis, highnefs, I find, thinks will be the proper
time for it ; 'as I remember your niajefly thought too,

when you difcourfed it to me. I did not find any re-

flections or difpofttions in the prince different from

what your majeily has reafon to delire them upon this

pccafioh ; and doubt not of feeing all other meafures

eaiy between you, in cafe ycurrnajefty can have fo much
credit y/ith France, or fo much good fortune, as. to help
him out of this war with forhe honour and fatisfaction.

r

Your majePty will pleafe to ufe this matter as a

piece of Confidence from the prince to me> though!
thought
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thought it fit to be told your majefty, becaufe I re*-

member how averfe you were lafb flimmer from fuffer-

ing my lord OiTory to come over during the war ; and
I thought you might be engaged in what you had no
rnind to, upon the prince's teeming to prefs you with

a circumftance of a new ftrain, or elfe be troubled to

refafe what he teemed fo much to defire. Whereas
the thing has rifen wholly in England, arid not here,
as will be repreiented to you ; fo that the matter is in

your maj-efty to do juft as you pleafe, without any

danger of difobliging the prince, who is but paffive in

it. And for that circumftance, which, I fuppofe, in-

tended to value fome body or other, by the mew of

extraordinary confidence, and to introduce forne more

private negotiations , it is a fruit that, I doubt, is not

yet in feafon to be handled, nor will before the ge-
neral peace is made, which mufl make way for all

nearer meafures between your majefty and the prince ;

and I am the more of this opinion, becaufe, I rerriem-

Jber, it was abfolutely your majefty's when I left you,
I humbly beg your majefty's pardon for this trouble,

and your acceptance of that true and pafiionate .de-

votion wherewith I am, and mall be ever, your majefty's
Jnoii loyal, and moil obedient fubjecl; and fervant-

To Sir Jofepb Williamfon.

S IR, Hague, March 10, N. S. 1676.
"I AM .to acknowledge yours of the 22d, and in k
* the fignifications of his majeuy's further and more
refolved pleaflwe concerning what might be offered OR
this fide towards his majefty's arbitrage upon differ-

ences fallen, or like to fail in, between the' parties.
And by thefe orders I mall wholly govern 4nyfelf in

that matter as it occurs.

.1 received likewife in your inclofure new paflport3
for the Spaniih plenipotentiaries, againft which I do

N
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not think there will lie any exception ; fo that, if thofe

for Lorrain were as forward, the co;;grefs would foon

begin. But upon that point, I fuppofe, I may this

poft fend you the States anfwer to moniieur Ruvigni's

paper, which was agreed on at don Emanuel's return ,

and the penfioner affured me this morning, it fliould

*be put into my hands before the clofmg of this pacquet.

Yeiterday the prince came to me, and told me, he

came from a conference they had with their allies, upon
a letter from monfieur Van Beuninghen, with the ex-

pedient his majefly had difcourfed of, both to him and
don Pedro de Ronquillo, His highnefs told me,
that for himfelf and the States, they would willingly
fall in with whatever his majefty fhould propofe -, but,

to tell me plainly, there was not one minifter of any
of their allies that liked it iivany kind. The Impe-
rialifts and Spaniards faid, modeftly, at the conference,

that it was a thing wholly new, and therefore excufed

themfelves from faying any thing to it without

orders from their mafters. The Danifh and Branden-

burgh faid the fame , but added, they were fure their

mailers would not confent to it: that nothing could

touch their fovereignties nearer, than that another

prince fhould give liberty to their enemies to pafs

through their countries. But, befides thefe arguments,
his highnefs told me, that they all concluded, that by
it France would certainly gain their point, after having

publickly laid a claim to Lorrain, and thereupon re-

fufed to give the ftyle of duke. I only tell you thefe

as the prince's difcourfes ; for not having received any
orders to propofe the matter here, I have neither done

it, nor can charge myfelf with giving any anfwer to it

from the States : but the penfioner told me this morn-

ing, that would be done to-night by letters to mon-
iieur Van Beuninghen. At the fame time he dcfired me
from the States, to know fronxmonfieur Sylvercroone,
the Sv;edifh conimifFary here (who ha$ much prefled

both
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both them and me for the difpatch of their paflports)

whether he defired the exchange of them feparately*

and before that ofthe French pafiports were concluded
1

,

or no : for if he did, both the States and their allies

were very likely to confent to it. I defired to be ex-

cufed from performing this office; for, his majefty

having undertaken the mediation of a general peace,

I took myfelf to be encharged with all offices that any

way tended towards it; but with none that were aimed

at any feparate meafures between the parties ; and

therefore would not meddle, without his majefty's

orders, in any feparate concert or exchange of pafiports
between them and Sweden.

The penfioner feemecl a little furprized, but faid,

he would fpeak with monfieur Sylvercroone himfelf

about it, fince I did not think it, as the States had

done, to be properly the part of a mediator. The

thing was fudden ; and this occurred to me, at the

prefent, as moft agreeable to what I conceived of his

majelly's fcope and general fenfe in the draught of

thofe inftructions brought over by Sir Lionel Jenkins.

However, I mould be glad to know whether it be
what his majefty approves of, that I may have the

more light for my future government.
I communicated to the penfioner the commiffioners

paper concerning reviflons, and his majefty's orders

to me upon it. The penfioner told me, he was this

night going out of town towards the Skinekfconce,
but would communicate it to the States immediately
upon his return. In the mean time he would freely
tell me his thoughts upon it ; which were, that fince

a treaty had been concluded with thofe words, and
ratified by the States, upon afiurance given them by
their ambafTador, and from you (as he pretended)
that the intention was not to have the old way of revi-

fion altered, and brought before the States , and,

though it was a thing contrary to the conftitutions of

their
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their government, yet, fmce his majefty preffed them
to it, he thought that it ought to be done, rather than
break the words of a treaty concluded. That he
was likevnie of opinion, it fhould be made of as little

expence as any other matters of that kind are fubject
to here. But to make it without any expence, as wa$

propofed, or falary, either to the revifors, or perfons
fummoned from the refpective admiralties, was a thing

wholly contrary to the orders of their State ; and they
could not be prefTed to change them, when no treaty

obliged them to it.

I went to wait upon the prince this morning, upon
his journey to Gelderland, being the firft time I have
done it fmce my illnefs. His highnefs's journey, as

well as the penfioner's, is chiefly intended for viewing
the Skinckfconce (the delivery of it to the States being

abfolutely agreed with the duke of Brandenburgh)
and for refolving whether it will be neceflary to con-

tinue this] fort, orto build another, and thereby en-

deavour to change the courfe of the Rhine, which is

grown, of late to throw fo much of its water into the

Waal, as to fpoil the channel both of the old Rhine
and the Yfiel, which they think is necefTary to be

remedied. Another reafon of the prince's journey
was, an interview agreed with the marquis de Grana
at Cleve ; but he has been now here three days with

the prince, is gone this afternoon to Bruffels, and,

.having fpoke with the duke de Villa Hermofa, will

return hither to meet the prince, when he comes back

from his journey, on Saturday or Sunday next. His

bufmefs is, to concert the manner of carrying on this

campaign on all hands. He has made me two vifits

fince his being in town, difcourfed much of his mailer's

delires of peace, and would have a declaration of the

contrary in France, from the difficulties railed by this

new pretence to Lorrain ; and fpeaks very broad of

their conducft in this matter, as? indeed, all the reft
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pf the confederates are apt to do upon all occaiions.

I am, Sir, your, &c.

s

To Sir Jofepb Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, March 17, N. S. 1676.
I N C E my laft of the loth I have had nothing to

trouble you with from hence ; the prince and the

penfioner having been both out of town till laft night.
I am forry mine was not come to your hands before

the difpatch of yours of the 29th pail, by which I

received orders to propofe to the States, in his majefty's

name, the expedient that came to them laft week
from monfieur Van Beuninghen, who has, I prefume,
before this time given you an account of its reception
here \ at leaft, what I writ you from the prince's own
difcourfes will have given you light into that matter.

I went to his highnefs this morning, immediately

upon receipt of yours, and acquainted him with the

orders it brought me. He told me, that I knew bell

what I had to do , but if he might advife me, I ihould

defer making the proportion to the States, till tuc

next pacquet from England ; before which his majefty
would find, by the pensioner's anfwer to monlieur Van

Beuninghen, what reception that was like to meet with :

and for his highnefs's part, he fhould be forry to fee

his majefty's name engaged, formally, in a matter,

that would be refilled. I
argued this point as far as

I was able, as to the fairnefs and indifferency on all

fides, and prejudice it would bring to none. The
prince grounded all the difficulties upon the allies ;

who, he faid, were unanimous in declining it, and
fome with fharpnefs, though others with coldnefs, but
luch as looked enough like refufal , for he had never

before, at any of their conferences, obferved monfieur
de Lyra to avoid concluding one way or other ; or to

refer himfelf to new orders from Madrid, as he did in

this.
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this. The prince added, that he would not judge
what reafon thofe miniflers might have, that pretended
it would too far touch their prince's fovereignty ;

but, he confefled, he thought they had reaion in fay-

ing, it would be a yielding the point to France, at

leaft, indirectly-, and that it might have bce;i done
cafier at firft, and with lefs prejudice to the duke of

Lorrain, before France had pretended a right to that

duchy. His highnefs had heard, by this day's letters

from France, that the moft chriftian king had already
confented to this expedient, and to the liberty of

couriers, provided they kept their ftraight roads. I

confefled I had heard the fame this morning by mon-
fieur Sylvercroone's letters from the Swedifh minifter

at Paris ; but that I had underftood the meaning of

that court's expedient was, that the other paries fhould

be granted reciprocally by the parties, but his majefty
fhould give thofe of Lorrain alone, with the French,

approbation and enforcement of them. His highnefs

replied, that could lefs be done than the other ; for

they were bound by treaty to procure all their allies

paflports
in the fame form with their own ; that he

believed the States would not part from their treaties ;

but if they fhould be inclined to it, he was bound by
his oath, as Stadtholder, to keep them to them : and fo

he was Jure he would do, as far as he was able. I told

his highnefs, that upon the terms this matter flood,

for aught I law, the congrefs muft break ; and it was

only their parts to confider and refolve, whether that

imported them more or lefs than thefe punctilios,
-which would not gain or lofe an inch of ground upon
the treaty. The prince replied,

it was no punctilio,

but a point of right on the one fide or the other ; and

that his majefty ought to judge, whether they had

right in demanding the duke of Lorrain's title, or

France in refufmg it ; that he could not tell whether

the congrefs would
brealj.

or no, which depended

upon
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ttpon France : but there were many here (and he was

one of them) that believed they would have yielded
this point of JLorrain, in France, if monfieur Van

Beuninghen would have been content not to trouble

his head about finding out expedients in a matter that

was fo plain ; and that by advices out of France he

had reafon to be of this opinion,
This was the fum of our difcourfes this morning ;

upon all which I have refolded to defer the makiftg of

this propofition to the States, in his majefty's name,
till my next letters, and his majefty's refolutipn, after

he is acquainted with the difpofitions it will meet vttth

here. But when his majefty has thefe lights,
he will

beft judge how far to engage in it ; and upon ligni*

fication of his pleafure, fhall immediately be obeyed.
In the courfe of this matter it muft be obferved,

that feveral of the confederates, efpecially Denmark
and Brandenburgh, are glad of any delays to die con-

grefs till this campaign ends
, and fo improve all inci-

dents towards that end, though without openly owning
that difpofition. The unhappinefs is, that France has

given them anoccafion, which the States join with them
in efteeming unreafonable, and fo, I doubt, will not

break from them in it
-,
which they would certainly

have done, in thofe of another nature, as they lately
did when Denmark made a difficulty of granting the

Swedifh pafiports r whereupon the States ordered their

minifler at Copenhagen to let that court know,
that, if they lent not the paffports hither within fix

weeks, they would fend thofe of this State without

them ^ upon which, thofe of Denmark were immedi-

ately difpatched to their minifter here. And nothing
has contributed more to the States refblution of fend-

ing a ihip to Gottenburgh for the Swedilh plenipo-
tentiaries, than the difficulties made by the Danifh
minifter here about their paffing by land. In fhort,

this State grows jealous upon the difcovery of any de-

fign,
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fign, in any of their, allies, to continue the war upon
advantages of their own wherein this ftate has little

concernment. And fuch they efteem all the preten-
fions on foot, except that of Spain, in fecuring and

enlarging the frontier of Flanders. Nor has France

any way to break their conftancy in purfuing the war*
but by giving the tort to the confederates, of delay-

ing the peace (at leaft till the fortune of arms make a

decifion between the parties), On the other fide, the

allies find no better ways to animate the States, than

by giving the tori to France of declining the treaty ;

which they have made good ufe of upon this difficulty

about Lorrain. And, for my part, I am at an end of

my profpect in this matter , and all my prefent hopes
of either peace or congrefs will reach no farther than

fata viam invenient. I am, Sir, your, &e.

To Sir Jofeph Wilitamfon.

SIR, Hague, March 20, N. S. 1676.
T AM to acknowledge the honour of one from yoti
-* of the 3d, with feveral reafons for fupporting the

expedient lately tranfmitted from England upon the

difficulties in the Lorrain pafTports. I have made ufe

of them in my difcourfes here, to prepare the way for

my propofmg it ; if his majefly continues in that mind,
after having received the anfwer given monfieur Van

Beuninghen, which was made by a formal refolution

at a conference between the States 'and their allies
<,

and containing, firft, the profeflion of the feveral mi-

nifters, that they could conclude nothing in it without

new orders from their mailers ; and then their own

opinion, that it could not be accepted by them : end^

ing in this, that monfieur Van Beuninghen mould be

written to, for thefe reafons, to decline the project in

the beft and molt decent manner he could. The rea-

fons I urge upon them are anfwered with great modefty

by
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by thofe of the government here ; faying, that if the

quarrel, and confequently his majefty's mediation,

lay only between France and them, this, or any elfe

that his majefty propofed, would be eafily accepted ;

but qui a ccmpagnon a maitre , and fo laying the dif-

ficulty wholly upon their allies, who, it feems, are

very unanimous in it. Upon what I find here of this

nature to difcourage me from hazarding his majefty's

name farther without new orders, and upon that pa-

ragraph of your letter which tells me that all you had

faid upon that fubject was but your own reafoniugs*

and that you had not yet had the occafion of knowing
his majefty's mind upon it, which you expected to do

on Sunday, at the foreign committee ; I have yet de-

ferred my propofal of it formally to the States, in

expectation of the Sunday's letters, which are due to-

day, whereas your laft came but yefterday to me.

Yefterday monfieur Sylvercroone, the Swediili com--

miflary, came to me, and gave me the knowledge of

what had pafled between him and the penfioner con-

cerning the Swedifh paiTports, after I had excufed my-
felf wholly from meddling in it. The States fent one

of their deputies to the commifTary to know whether

he would give them, in writing, an affttrance, that,

upon their fending a fhip and their pailports to Got-

tenburgh, the Swedifh ambaffadors would came away
to Nimeguen, And the affttrance the commirTary
has given them in writing ; and thereupon the pen-
fioner made him confidently hope the thing would be

done ; and told him, they would have a conference

with their allies upon it yefterday in the afternoon ;

but, however, he defired me d'y donner la main \ and
would needs have me underftand that there was no-

thing either in the States queftiori, or his anfwer, that

made any mention of France, or of any thing in it fe-

parate from them. But that he looked upon the diffi-

culties about Lorrain paflports as like to be eafily fur-

mounted,
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mounted, and then the French plenipotentiaries would
be at the congrefs in three days , whereas theirs had
ib long a journey, that he thought it was fit to lofe no
time. I again excufed myfelf, abfolutely, from mak-

ing any pace in this matter, after the States had given
me reafon, by the penfioner's difcourfes, to believe

they underilood it as a meafure feparate from France.

He faid a great deal to juftify his own conduct, which
I heard coldly, till he would needs know my opinion
of it ; upon which I told him, I could neither com-
mand nor difapprove it without feeing his orders,

which, I fuppoied, he would not ihew me ; and till

he did, I defired him to be content without any opi-
nion of mine in this cafe. We palled afterwards into

more general difcourfes of the war, and the peace ;

by which I found his great apprehenfions of the ill

pofture the Swedifh affairs may fall into this fummer,

by the divifions of their counfels in Sweden, as well

as the flrength of their enemies abroad ; and that, if

France could not help them by fleets or armies, their

money could not make them a match for fo many
confederates as they had to deal with : that they had
more reafon to prefs the congrels than France ; one

being fo much upon the lofing, and the other upon the

gaining hand : that when they came to it, they would
do nothing without France, in cafe they mould be

there before them , but, he believed, they mould ufe

their befl offices towards inducing France to a treaty,

which was of fo great importance to Sweden, that hs

thought the French might do fomething for an ally

that had fuffered fo much for them.

This I take to be the fecret of this interview, which

the minifters here are fallen into with monfieur Sylver-

croone, being grounded upon a likenefs of interefts

and difpofitions towards advancing it, whenever the

treaty begins. I hear befides, from fome of the mi-

nifters herey *that there is a private article in the laft

treaty
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treaty between France and Sweden, by which France

has obliged themielves to fee the Swedes reflored to

all they might lofe by this war, in cafe of ill fucceiTes

in it
, and this, they think here, will make Sweden

prefs France the harder upon a peace,' the more they

grow out of hopes to recover by arms what they have

already loft : which makes this (late very defirous to

bring the Swedes to the place of congrefs, and the

rather, becaufe they efteem the two ambafladors de-

figned from Sweden to be of the party that was no
friend to the war.

In the mean time, the Danim mimfter here has made
a great deal of noife upon the penfioner s entering into

conference with monfieur Sylvercroone, and upon the

States receiving a paper from him ; which they re-

fufed to do from monfieur Ehernfteyn for feveral

months before he went away, after the war was opened.
The conference that was to be held yefterday upon
this matter with all the allies, was put off till this after-

noon for want of the Brandenburgh minifter, who
was to be in town this morning. I am not fare I

mall know, before the clofure of this* packet, what
the refult will be , but, by what I can make of the

difpofitions on ail fides, I am apt to believe the thing
will be agreed , the Imperial and Spanifh minifters

falling in with the intentions of the States ; and the

Danes apprehending to give them too much jealoufy
of their defigns to break, or at leaft defer the con-

grefs till this campaign ends. I am, Sir, your, &c.

To Sir Jofepb Wllliamfon.

S I R, Hague, March 24, N. S. 1676.
QINCE my laft of the 2Oth I have none from

you, though a pacquet be come in; and I ex-

pefted from your laft on the 3d, to know his majefty's
mind in your next, concerning my formal propofing

VOL. IV. o d

I
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the late expedient, after the knowledge given you of

the firft reception it met with here. I have been fmce

endeavouring, all I could, to make better way for ity

in cafe his majeily continue his pleafure of having it-

done, notwithiiandins; the former difeouragement. I
7 O . O

have fmce talked with feveral that are in the councils

here, as well as with the penfioner, upon that fubjecl:,

but can gain no ground with any of them. After all

my reafonings with the penfioner, and telling him
the orders I had to make the formal proportion, and

defiring him to give a hand to it, as the only way left

to keep up any appearance of the congrefs, he told

me, that he could not undertake to fay what would

be the States mind, but he had very good prefump-
tions from knowing what it had been-, for though
mine would be, perhaps, a more formal way of pro-

pofmg it, yet monfieur Van Beuninghen's was, as he

has writ them, from the king's own mouth, and there-

upon was confidered and debated by the States, and

with their allies, in the fame manner that mine would

be-, and therefore he was confident it could have

no other reception. For the States, he faid, they
would be very glad to receive it, or any other

advance towards the treaty ; but that no one minifter

of their allies, but had exprefled a diflike to it*

The emperor's refident had faid, that befides his

mailer, he would engage his head, it would be refufed

by the princes of the empire. The penfioner added,

that befides the delays of new orders, to which they
all had recourfe, the thing would be reprefented at

the feveral courts by the minifters here, who were

all prejudiced againft it ; and I might judge what was

to be expected from the impreffions they were like to

give : that it was impoflible for the States to break

from their allies in this matter, having delayed fo long
the treaty at Cologn upon the point of Lorrain, when

they were in fo much worfe condition than now
-,

that
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that they had reafon to hope his majefly would pre
-

vail with France, in a point wherein he had always
afTured monlieur Van Beuninghen there fhould be no

difficulty. He offered to fend me feveral of monfieur

Van Beuninghen's letters with that affurance ; but I

told him, I believed eafily his majefty did not fore-

fee it, and was furprized with it when it came firft from

France, and forry to meet with it. But the cafe was

now to find out an expedient, fmce France was un-

moveable upon the offices his majefty had already per-
formed in that court ; and that their parts were to

confider, whether the congrefs .imported them fo far

as to pals over fuch forms as were of no confequence
at all to the fubftance of the treaty ; or whether they
were content the congrefs fhould abfolutely break

upon them. He anlwered me, that if it broke on
the French fide, and upon a point fo unjuil, they mult
have patience ; that he faw very v/ell France would
force this ftate upon the refolutions of continuing the

war, which was both againil their mind and againft
their intereit ; but if it muft be fo, and Spain would
find a way to relieve them of the fubfidies they paid
abroad ; nous ferons bien voir a la France, que nous ne

fommes fas encore hors d'haleine. I tell you his words,
becaufe they are of a ftrain that I had never heard

from the penfioner fmce my coming over, all his dif-

courfes having ufed to carry a bent to the peace, and
an opinion of its neceffity. But upon this occafion,
and fome heat it gave him, he told me, they had or-

dered monfieur Hemfkerke to make the propofition at

Madrid, and he doubted not but it would be accepted
if ever the galleons arrived, or they could be

perfuaded in Spain to cut off all penfions for three

years.
I gave you a hint fome time fmce of this being

upon the anvil among the confederates, but did not

imagine it would work up very fall, becaufe I fore-

O 2 faw
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faw it mud draw on a guaranty of the laft conquefls

upon Sweden \ but that will not need, if Spain iliould

be able to pay the whole prefent iubfidies , and I per-
ceive this Itate hath now a prolpect of other meaiurcs

with Sweden than they thought of at that time.

I have reafoned upon this expedient likewiie with

the marquis de Grana, upon his return from Brufiels.

He adds one thins: more to what I hear ap-ainft it fromO O
the reft \ which is, by afking how his mafter the

emperor can leave fuch a difcontent at heart of a

prince, to whom he hath already intruded a great part
of his forces, and is refolved to commit the charge of

his whole army this year, in cafe any difficulties fhouJd

happen in count Montecuculi's coming -to command
it. I believe his journey hitherto hath had effect upon
the hopes of the confederates, by the affurance he

hath given them, that his mailer's army mall be in

the field and encamped before the 2Oth of April, and

ftronger than in any of the laft campaigns. What I

believed of the conference among the confederates

held at the time of my writing laft, proved true
-, they

agreed upon fending their pafiports and a fhip of this

ftate for the Swedifh plenipotentiaries, though the

Danim minifters were brought to it a reculons. But I

find here, that monfieur Romp, envoy of this ftate

at Stockholm, hath not only aflured them, that they
will fend their plenipotentiaries away to Nimeguen
upon the arrival of the fhip, but they will come in-

ftructed to do all they can to procure a fudden gene-
ral peace, and if that cannot be compofed, to make
a particular peace for that crown ; and lie writes

them word, that a refolution of the fenate is already

pafled to this purpofe. Though this whole matter

pafTeth between the States and monfieur Sylvercroone
without any mention of France ; and he gives it to

me a very good turn, of only haftening the delays

'necefTary to fo long a journey -,
and pretending to

believe
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believe thefe difficulties raifed by France upon the

matter of paffports, may poffibly have been occafioned,
becaufe they would not come to the congrefs before

the Swedes could be there-, yet, I fee plainly, the

States reckon upon the Swedes coming to Nimeguen,
though the difficulties with France mould continue,

and, confequently, that there will be a congrefs this

fummer, whether the French plenipotentiaries come
to it or no. And this I thought lit his majefty mould
have early advice of, that he might order his meafures

accordingly, in cafe it mould happen, and confidef

how far the progrefs of fuch a matter mould be at-

tended and obferved by his minifters, and whether

with any endeavours, either public or private, either

of aHiding or oppofmg it.

The emperor's minifter here hath, in the late con-

ferences among the confederates, made, great com-

plaints of Mr. Skelton having received at Norimberg
the orders fent him to make a halt in his journey,
had notwithstanding gone afterwards from thence to

Ratifbone, and refolved to make his flay there, and
had fallen into many fecret conferences with a French

gentleman, who is a minifter of the duke of Bavaria

there : that by it he had raifed great reflections

among the minifters of the emperor and the confede-

rate princes, efpecially upon obfervation that many of
thefe meetings had been in the night, or elfe at places
out of town, that feemed chofen exprefsly for the

fecrecy of them. The States anfwercd at the confe-

rence, that they did not think thefe circumftances of

weight to be taken notice of to his majefty, as mon-
fieur Campricht defired. However, both the prince
and penfioner told me of it, though without pretend-

ing to make any complaints \ and I told them my own
belief, that there could be nothing of this kind by any
commifiion of his majefty's, and that what was, might

O
3 be
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be only perfonal acquaintance and converfation be-

tween themfelves.

Mr. Meredith told you lail week of eight ftiips
of

war gone out of the Texel, without any noife of their

preparation or difpatch. I hear certainly they are

twelve or fourteen, and commanded by one Bring! ft

(as I remember his name is) who is vice-admiral of

Friezland, and a very bold man. I am allured of a

thoufand land-men aboard \ but the whole hath been

carried on by the expence of the admiralty without

any fupply from the State \ and with fuch fecrecy,
that I cannot pofiibly learn upon what defign.

I am.
Sir, your, &c.

To the King.

Hague, March 27, N. S. 1676,

May it pleafe your Majefty,

I
Received by the laft letter from Mr. Secretary
Williamfon the knowledge of a juftification made

him by a Daniih envoy at London, of the Danim

envoy's carriage and expreffions here, upon the pro-

pofal of your majefty's late expedient tranfmitted by
monfieur Van Beuninghen. . Befides what I have writ-

ten upon this fubject to Mr. Secretary, I could not

but take notice of a proceeding ib djfingenuous, as to

let your rnajefty know, that the prince, telling me
how that propofal was received by the allies, added,

that one of them faid, among other warm things,

Qtfon ne pretendoit pas fe mettre fous le tutele du Roy

Ar.gleterre. His highnefs faid, he would not tell

jne who it was \ and I replied, he needed not, for I

knew the ftyle too well, not to be fure it was monfieur

Meyercroon's ; the prince confefled it was fo, but de-

fired me not to fpeak of it , I do it now only to your

jnajefty, and that your majefty may fee how far you

rely upon the difcourfes of fuch foreign minifters,

who
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who fay only what they think will pleafe, inilead of

what they know is true. If your majefty defireth to

make any farther ufe of this than your own informa-

tion, I will afk the prince leave to tell it ; if not, I

hope your majeily will manage his highnefs's credit with

his allies, and mine with him ; and that you will pleafe

to pardon this interruption from, Sir, your majefty's

jnoft loyal and moil obedient fubjeft and fervant.

To Mr. Secretary Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, March 27, N. S. 1676,
T> Y yours of the 29th pail, I received orders to
*-*

propofe his majefty's late expedient formally to

this ilate \ but upon the prince of Orange's advice, I

gave you notice of my deferring it till his majefty's

pleafure were known, after the account I had given
of its reception here upon monfieur Van Beuninghen's

tranfmitting it from his majefty's own mouth, and a

formal conference between the States and all their allies

upon it. By yours of March the 3d, I received the

notice of that account being come to your hand, but

was referred to the next for knowledge of his majefty's
mind upon it, after the producing it the Sunday fol-

lowing at the foreign committee. The Tuefday's poft
after that brought me nothing at all from you, but
the next Friday's poft being now come in, brought^
me yours of the xoth current, which fays not a word"
more to me upon this whole matter, but that his ma-

jeily expected the States and their allies anfwer upon
the point. I thought it my duty, immediately upon
receipt of this Better, and confideration of the former

prcumftances, to put in the inclofed memorial with

the formal propofition of it to the States , though I

had, in two late ones of mine, given you account both

from the prince's and peniioner's, and feveral others

difcourfes, what fuccefs 1 had reafon to expect, and,
O 4
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confequently, why I delayed it till farther orders. I

know very well, that the count d'Eftrades, in his

embafly here, received twice pofitive orders from the

king his in after to propofe things in his name to the

States, which had been grounded upon monfieur Van

Beiminghen's difcourfes in that court i but the count

finding that they would be refufed here, fupprefifed his

orders, and fent his matter word, that he had done fo,

becaufe he would not expoie his majefby's name and

honour in a thing wherein he was fure to be refufed.

I know very well his conduct was both approved,
and he received thanks for it from the moft chriftian

king. I confefs mine mould have been the fame upon'
this occafion, if I had not known my want of credit

to fupporp me ; and that, in fuch cafes, it is fit for

fuch a man only to obey, which mult be my part ,

and therefore it will be yours to expect it from me,
and to confider how I am inftrucled. i could not yet
receive any anfwer to my memorial, becaufe they
would be fure to do nothing in it without a conference

with their allies ; but mall prefs them to it with dili-

gence, and v/hh wifhes, that I may find myfelf de-

ceived in the meafures I have taken here, or given
from hence in this matter ; though I do not remember
to have yet failed in thofe I have hitherto given you
in any one point, and fhould-be glad to be put in

mind of it if I do.

For thofe given his rnajefty by the foreign miniilers

about him, I think you have had fome experience of

late how they are to be relied upon ; and, though

they may be excufed, as proceeding from fo good and

fo important a defign as I fuppofe they have, of

making their court well to his majefty by fuch advances

or compliances as have been lately among them, yet
I doubt whether you have reafon to ground upon them

fo far in matters where his majefty's fervice may be

concerned.
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I told the prince, that don Pedro de Ronquillo had

approved of his majefty's expedient there; upon
which his highnefs replied, that it might be fo ; but

he was fure he had written to don Emanuel de Lyra in

a very different ftyle. You now tell me, that the

Danim envoy there came on purpofe to you to juflify

their minifter here, upon his having been reprefented
from hence to have oppofed and argued againft his

majefty's expedient , whereas he , never had exprefled

any diflike or prejudice to that matter. I defire you
will pleafe to tell your Daniili envoy from me (at lead

if you think fit) that I will leave that matter to be dif-

puted by monfieur Meyercroon with the prince of

Orange and the penfioner Fagel, who both told me

very much the contrary, and I own to have written fo

from their mouths , and fmce he brings me into the

lifts upon this occafion, I do not only name my prin-

cipals, but I queilion not to find fo muchcredit with
fome of the miniiters of the allies here, as to know
fome remarkable words of monfieur Meyercroon's

upon this occafion at the conference, which will be

very fit for his majefty to know, whether he pleafes
to difcourfe them or no.

I will add but one word more upon this fubjeft,
which is, that what meafures I give you of this kind,
I have from the prince's and pcnfioner's difcourfes,
in which I have not yet found myfelf deceived, nor
ever known their opinions contefted by the States here
once fmce my coming over, in any matter that con-
cerned peace or war, or any foreign alliances.

On the other fide, if you doubt of my giving you
other lights at any time than they give me, I am con-
tent you mould fend any letter of mine over to them

by another hand, and know whether I have either

deceived, or been deceived in my reports from their

difcourfes with me, I am. Sir, your, &c.

ft
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To Sir Jofepb WilUamfon.

SIR, Hague, March 31, N. S. 1676,
TN my laft letter of the 27th, I gave you an ac^
* count of my having propofed his majefty's expe-
dient formally to the States. But having done it after

many difcouragernents, in my feveral difcourfes with

the prince, peniioner, and other minifters of this

ftate, as well as their allies, and without any direct

orders from his majefty, after he had received the

knowledge of thofe difcouragernents ; I was in fome

pain to judge whether I had done well or no, till I

was eaied of it by yours of the I4th, which brought
me his majefty's pofitive command to that purpofe.
J have yet no anfwer to my memorial, nor can expecl:
it before this poft goes away, this afternoon being

appointed for the conference between the States and
their allies upon it. Yefterday was the conference of

the commiflioners with the prince ; who told me, the

States continued of the fame mind they were, which

was, that they could not break from their allies in this

point, notwithftanding their defires to comply with

any thing that mould be propofed by his majefty,

He added, that the minifters of the confederates here

would, he believed, make no other anfwer, but that

having no power to conclude upon fuch a point, they
would report it to their relpeclive principals, and ex-

peft their orders.

I told the penfioner, fmce my laft, the juftification
that had been made you there by monfieur Gioel, of

the Daniih and Brandenburgh minifters carriage here

upon this matter, and what I had written to you
upon it, of my leaving monfieur Meyercroon to dif-

pute that matter with the prince and him. The pen-
fioner replied, that he knew very well he mould not

be troubled with any fuch difpute , for' neither mon-
fieur
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fieur Meyercroon nor Blafpyle would fay that to him,

which they were faid to have written into England.
That the warmth of monfieur Meyercroon had been

greater than any other minifter's here , and monfieur

Blafpyle had that very morning told him again, that the

more he had thought of that expedient, the mo-re he

found it impracticable ; becaufe not only the form of

the paflports
muft be left to his

majefty,
but in cafe of

any difficulty,
or breach of them, which fliould occa-

fion difputes among the parties, the interpretation of

them muft be left to his majefty too ; nor could it

eafily be found out how the violator of any fuch paff-

ports fliould be puniflied , which was proper for every

prince
to do in cafe of his own fubjefts, as it was a

rio-ht that could not be given up to another.

That you may have one inftance more, how inge-

nuoufly you are dealt with by the foreign minifters

with you in this matter j the prince told me, that

monfieur Van Beuninghen writ in his laft letter, that

he was encouraged to prefs this matter flill by the

hopes I gave his majefty, that it would be accepted
here ; whereas you know what the ftyle of my letters

has been upon this fubjeft, from my very firft dif-

courfes with the prince, nor could they have been true

if they had been otherwife. Nor fhall I ever give his

majefty any reprefentations
that I do not think to be

right and true, till he fhall pleafe to tell me, that he

had rather be deceived with falfe lights, than be diCr

pleafed with true ones.

Upon what you tell me of a refolution of the

States that came by chance to your hands, bearing
date the 2Oth of March, which was the day the prince

firft fpoke to me of this matter ; and that it would
have been well that you had received a copy of it ear-

lier from my hands ; I will confefs, I knew fuch a

refolution was taken, but not at; all the words or parti-

culars of it ; and that about four or five days after, I

faw
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law a copy of it, and in my next letter fent you an

account of what was in it. But it is not a thing you
itiuft expect of me to be able to give you copies or

accounts of fuch refolutions, though you call them
refolutions of the States General; whereas, though
they pafs for fuch, and have the authority of them,

yet they are fo far from being fo, that many times

the States General know nothing of them in three

months after they are taken. And though you are

pleafed to fay, that copy came to your hands by chance,

yet, I am fure, it mull have come by monfieur Van

Beuninghen, or fome others of the States minifters in

other courts, or clfe by the minifters of fome of their

allies. And upon this occafion, it will be fit to in-

form you of a conftitution in this ftate, which, I

iuppofe, you are not acquainted with, but which is

become the chief refort of the government here.

In the war between his majefty and this ftate,

begun the year 1665, monfieur de Witt propofed and

procured a commiiTion to be granted by the States

General to eight commiffioners, of which, two Hol-

land, and one of each other province, who were called

the commiflioners of fecret affairs. Thefe were then

chofen of fuch men who were perfectly in confidence

with him, Power was given them by their commif-

iion to deliberate, to act, to execute in all matters

that were referred to them by the States, with the

fame authority that the States themfelves could do ,

and yet the liberty of doing it with fuch fecrecy, that

they were not bound to give any account of what they
refolved to the States, but at fuch times as they them-

felves thought fit. The matters referred to their

management were, all that concerned the war, any

foreign alliances, the propofals and even conclufions

of treaties, in cafe they were efteemed neceffary to be

kept fecret for a time upon particular reafcns of ftate.

All refolutions taken by thefe commiffioners were
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figned by the deputy, as prefident, who was of the

lame province with the prefident of the States General,

who was the only officer that attended thefe commif-

fioners in their fecret deliberations. Theie refolutions

ib figned were fent to their generals, admirals, am-

baffadors, and other public mmiilcrs abroad for their

inftructions by v/hich they acled ; and \vere obfcrved

and obeyed as the refolutions of the States General,

who had, indeed, only the name and form, whilit

thefe commifiioners had the whole management of

peace and war , and the difpofal of offices and levies

of monies remained (as you know) in the provincial
afiemblics. It was with thefe men I concluded that

treaty in 1668, in five days time, which made fo great
a change in the meafures of Chrifcendom , and monfieur

de Witt there told me, that by this inftitution the go-
vernment had avoided thofe two reproaches ufually
laid upon commonwealths, of v/anting fecrecy in their

counfels, and fuddennefs in their executions.

Upon the laft change of the government here, and
the refloring of the prince of Orange to the pod of his

ancefcors, this inftitution of monfieur de Witt was

thought fit to be continued, but with this only change,

they were firft to confult with his highnefs before they

parted any refolutions ; which, in fhort, has devol-

ved the whole power and management of affairs upon
the prince in 'conjunction with thefe commiffioners,
of whom the peniioner is one, and hath the influence

among the reft that monfieur de Witt had before.

This, as you may imagine, is ftomached by many in

the province and the tov/ns ; but however it goes
down, and being grown into a piece with the autho-

rity of the prince, does not feem likely to change, but
with the diminution thereof.

Yet the penfioner, in any difficult cafes, fometimes
fummoneth the minifters of the twelve chief towns in

the province of Holland to confult with ; and upon
the
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the next affembly of the States of Holland ufually

gives them an account of all matters that have been
acted by the commiffioners fmce the preceding affembly,
unlefs they judge the reafon or neceffity of fecrecy to

continue ilill. The penfioner told me, he had lafe

week given them an account of all that had pafied in

the difficulties of the pafiports, and efpecially that of
Lorrain ; the refolution of their allies to flick to that

point of having that duke's ftyle allowed him ; and
the opinion of the commiffioners, that this ftate was
bound by their treaties to adhere to them in that pre-
tence \ that the States of Holland had unanimously
approved of their condu6t in this whole matter.

Now the refolution you mention of the States Gene-

ral, was a refolution of thefe commifTioners (who are

called fometimes of the fecret, and fometimes of the

foreign affairs, which is, indeed, their proper bufmefs

fince the change of the government, the management
of the war being left wholly to the prince) , nor do I

believe the States General have yet any knowledge of
that refolution , nor is it to be had otherwife than

from the prince, or one of thefe eight commiffioners,
who are fworn to fecrecy ; or fome of the ambaffadors

or foreign minifters of this ftate, to whom fuch refo-

lutions are ufually fent, to fome for inftruftion, and
for information to others who are in credit with the

government. This, I thought, might be very material

for his majefty and minifters to know, as the main
refort of the prefent government, and by which you
may judge where the power lies, how it moveth, and

what is often meant by refolutions of the States Gene-

ral, which is grown a term common to them and to

thefe commiffioners.

I have delivered his majefty's letters for the empe-
ror and duke of Brandenburgh to their relpeftive mi-

nifters here, fo as you may reckon upon them as gone

away by this day's ordinary. The marquis de Grana

3 is
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is ilill here detained for thefe two or three laft days,

upon the endeavours of compofmg the pretenfions of

the ieveral confederates to the pad and future conquefts
in the duchy of Bremen, their diflenfipns having given
fome delay to the beginning of that fiege.

The States of Holland refolved this laft afiembly

upon the building of fix fhips, four \vhereofto be of

eighty guns a-piece. I told the prince, I believed they
did it for a good countenance, and to make the world

believe they were richer than they found themfeives.

His highnefs fmiled, and faid, it might be fo ; but,

upon France having fo many mips, and of the greateft

rate, he thought they might have reafon here to look

a little more about them , but, for himfelf, he had

no part in this refolution, and would have been glacL
the money might have been employed this year upon
the land-forces; that it was done by the States of

Holland, and at the inftance of the chief trading

towns, efpecially Amfterdam and Rotterdam. I told

the prince, they might talk what they would of the

French, and their growth at fea ; but whenfoever I

faw them building mips here of that fiz-e, I mould
believe it was done with fome reflections upon us.

The prince replied thefe words :
" Shall I tell you the

46 truth ? you may be lure, while the world Hands,
" we will never fall out with England, if we can
"

help it ; but if you will fall out with us whether we
" will or no, we mould be forry to be found unpro-" vided." I faid, I believed that would be as little as

the other, now his highnefs was where he fliouid be.

And fo the matter encjed. I am, Sir, your, &c.
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"To Sir Jofepb WlUiamfon.

S I R, Hague, April 3, N. S. 1676.

QlN CE my laft of the 31 ft paft, I have none froiptO you, and intended not to trouble you this ordi-

nary, had I not been engaged to it by an incident

yefterday, of which it is necefTary to give his majefty
an account.

In the morning monfieur Sylvercroone came to me,
and told me, the fhip defigned for Gottenburgh would
be ready to fet fail to-morrow, and that monfieur

Mortagne was to go with the paiTports and the ratifica-

tion of the late marine treaty. He told me, great talk

had been raifed in England of his prerTmg this dit

patch, and juftified himfelfupon his orders, as well as

his intentions, only to fave time in advancing the con-

grefs. In the afternoon the grefBer Fagel came to me
from the States, to defire me, that. I would inter-

change the Swedifh paiiports and theirs, which were

both in my hands ; they and the Swedifh minifters

being both agreed upon it. I had recourfe to your
letter ofMarch 3, wherein I found thefe words :

" that
" his majefty entirely approved my conduct in the
" matter of the Swedifh paflports, and my refilling to
" countenance any feparate interchange of them.

." That his majefty's office being one common and ge-
" neral mediation, and of one general peace, could
" not countenance or fuffer any feparate fteps in what-
" foever kind they were made." Upon this, I thought

myfelf obliged to refufe abfoiutely to deliver the paff-

ports of one or the other, unlefs the general interchange
of all parties were agreed upon, or I received particu-

lar orders from his majefty. The grefBer feemed much

furprized at this anfwer, told me, the intention of this

difpatch was only in order to a general peace, they

haftenino; the arrival of thole minifters who were

fartheft
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fartheft off, and like to find moft difficulty in coming
to the congrefs : that the Swedifh pafTports were fent

hither from the States envoy, and put into my hant
1-

by him, the greffier, fo as they might reafonably de-

mand them again when they were agreed upon the

exchange with the Swedilh miniflers : that I had not

made any difficulty of it when the
penfioner

had

fpoken to me upon the firft propofal of their fending
a fhip ; and he luppofed I would not do it now, when
it was ready to go. I confefled the laft , but faid, I

had fince received the further knowledge of his ma-

jefty's
mind in cafes of this nature : that it was true, I

had received the paiTports by their hands ; but with

intention, as I underfiood, to referve them for a ge-
neral interchange: and repeated again,

that I could

not deliver them without his majefby's order , but

that I would not fail to acquaint him with it by this

ordinary. Befides the words of your letter above-

mentioned, I confidered his majefby's being now en-

gaged in the offer of the late expedient, which puts
the buiinefs of the pafiports into another way : and,

upon both thefe circumitances, I thought it my duty
to make this refufal ; though, I find, it will very
much break their meafures taken in this matter, and

will be interpreted, or rather accufed, both by them
and the Swedilh minifters, as a delay of the treaty.
I muft refer inyfelf to his majefty's judgment, whether

I have done well or no, and expect his orders either

to puriue or amend it.

The conference upon my laft memorial has been put
off till this afternoon, by three long conferences upon
the bufmefs of Bremen ; which is at length agreed,
and the fiege of Staden will e;o on.

I mail trouble you no farther, but to wifh you the

good feafts, and to allure you of my being, Sir,

your, &c.

VOL. IV, ft
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To Sir Jofepb WilUamfon.

SIR, Hague, April 7, N. S. 1676.
>TrHE penfioner told me this morning, I mould
* be poffefied of the States anfwer to my memorial

concerning his majefty's expedient time enough to

fend it away this ordinary. He added farther, that

this anfwer was made by a formal refolution of the

States General tliemfelves, and not by the commif-

fioners of the fecret affairs. I hear it was refolved by
thefe laft, at their conference upon it, that, though all

the reft of their allies mould ccnfent to it, yet, by
their treaties, they (the States) could not do fo, if

Lprrain refufed it. The marquis de Grana received let-

ters from the emperor before he left this place, and

monfieur Campricht fince, with orders, as they fay,.

pofitively to rdufe it. I am forry to have given his

majefty fo true meafures of this matter from the very

beginning -,
and mould have been glad to find myfelf

difcredited by his majefty's meeting wkh fuch a return

upon it, as he was perfwaded to expect by men that

ought to have known more of their mailer's mind, than

it feems they did. But fmce you were pleafed to tell

me, his majefty's honour was not at all concerned in

thefe kind of refuials, I have all the reafons that cart

be to be fatisfied. Before thru, I confefs, I was of

opinion, that it was not fo in any propofals which his

majefty only handed from one party to another ; but

I was very felicitous to fee nothing refufed that camfi

from his majefty himfelf, and as his own.

Upon my poiitive refufal to deliver the Swedifh paff-

ports, or thofe of the States for Sweden, without his

majefty's orders, they have not thought fit, it feems,

either to attend that delay, or to lofe the meafures al-

together which they had taken in that matter , and

therefore have difpatched their ihip for Gottenburgh
with
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with new paflports from the States, and orders to ek~

change them for new paflports from that crown*

The count Montecuculi has excufed himfelf from

ferving this campaign , and monlieur Serinchamps
tells me, that orders are already come to the duke of

Lorrain to command the Imperial army. The prince

fays, he will go to-morrow night to Bergenopzoom,
and fo to the rendezvous. Whether he will make a

ftep hither again before they march from thence, is

uncertain. I am, Sir, your, &c.

To Sir Jofepb Wiltwmfon*

S I ^ Hague, April 14, N; S. 1676*
Q I N C E my laft of this day fe'nnight, I am to ac*

knowledge three of yours ; one by a private hand*
in purfuance of his majefty's letter in favour of the

Jews detained at Surinam , the others of the 2ift and

28th paft. I do not find either of the laft contains any

thing which requires anfwer, farther than to fay, that

I meet with nothing more here of noife or complaint

concerning Mr. Skelton's ftay at Ratifbone : what it

may have occafioned in the empire, monfieur Ducker

will, I fuppofe-, entertain you with fuddenly, as he did

me yefterday here in his way to the Briel, from whence
he defigned to pafs with this pacquet.

For monfieur Van Beuninghen's laft memorial, I

find it of a different ftrain from the States anfwer to

mine-, and confefs, this was different from what I

expecled, which was only the allies minifters referring
themfelves to new orders from their mafters. But, I

believe, they took a pride in {hewing the amplenefs of

their powers to conclude matters of the greateft
mo-

ment, in whatever concerns the confederacy, without

any recourfe to their mafters. Monfieur de Lyra told

me the night before the conference, where that anfwer

was agreed on, that he had never yet taken any thing
P 2 G*
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ad referendum fince he came hither ; and that he would
not begin now : that he had made a dozen treatiesO
without any orders at all

, that he had power to do
whatever he thought would be for the fervice of his

mailer, without further inftruclion.

This morning the Brandenburgh minifter brought
me the inclofed for his majefty ; and Hiewing me a

copy of it, I told him, that his mafter had treated his

mqefty's expedient fomething better in his letter, than

his minifters had done in their late conferences : he

replied, that they had a general order to conform them-

felves here with the minifters of the other allies, in

all affairs relating to the confederacy : that they had

done fo in this matter, though their mafter fat loofer

than the reft in it, having no particular treaty with

die duke of Lorrain, as the houle of Auftria and this

State had. He told me, the young prince of Bran-

denburgh was now incognito at Amitcrdam, but go-

ing from thence fuddenly tov/ards Caflel, to purfue
the match defigned between him and the young
princefs of Heile.

You are pleaied to fay, in your letter concerning
the Jews at Surinam, that you were informed from

the perfon who brought me his majefty *s letter, that

I had made fbme difficulty upon it, for want of fome-

thing more particular from you. He was an ill in-

former , for what I laid to him was, that upon a dif-

ference I obierved between the iirit clauie of the peti-

tion, whereon his majeity's letter was grounded, faying,
the Jews complaining were free denizens of England,
and a claufe in the governor of Surinam's anfwer to

the cornrnifiioners proteft, faying, he had hindered no

Jews from going that .were free denizens of England;
I thought it neceffary for me to know which of thofe

allegations were true , and wondered you had not faid

a word to me upon this matter in any of your letters,

which you ufualiy did upon the difpatch of fuch letters

to
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to me from his majefly. He undertook to in"

form me of the truth in thole allegations , and has

fmce lent me word from Amfterdam, that, though

they were not all free denizens, yet he was fure his

majefty's meaning was, to redeem them as if they
were. And, I fuppoie, his double diligence put him

upon troubling you with a letter upon -what I faid.

I mall foon give you an account of this matter, if

the penfioner's abit-nce for fome days does not retard

this, as well as other bufmefs. I am, Sir, your, &c.

To Sir William Godolphin.

My Lord, Hague, April 14, N. S. 1676.
7 HAVE the honour of one from your excellency of

the 25th pail by this ordinary, which gave me an

account, with more certainty and particulars, of the

rumour we had before concerning the arrival of the

.Spanifh gallions. The reflections you make upon it

are a true picture of mankind, and the motions that

are frequently made in their minds by accidents that

touch them, perhaps, no farther than their ears. The
effects of this kind reach even to thefe parts, and, I

believe, to the very extent of this great confederacy.
This place is now as dead as I have feen any great

town, or feat of public bufmefs, the prince being

gone lad week into the field, at leaft to the firft ren-

dezvous of his troops near Rofendale, and with him
all the company that uied to fill this place. The dif-

grace of the chancellor in Denmark, and the prepara-
tions for the fiege of Staden and Philipfburgh, take up
mofl talk here at this time ; but will, I iuppofe, foon

give way to the actions now likely to begin fomething
nearer us , the French defigns upon Ypre, Aire, or

Charlemont, or fome other confiderable place in

Flanders, being like to open a great fcene there. The
P 3 forces
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forces of the confederates will certainly be very great,
as well as thofe of the French , and feem all to conr

fpire towards a very active and bloody campaign.
The talk of the congrefs feems. fo out of date, that

I am concerned for Sir Lionel Jenkins's melancholy

jx>ft
at Nimeguen , which ftill continues in expecta-

tion, rather than hopes, of fome lucky incident that

may ftill revive it. I am ever, with much refpect and

truth, my lord, your excellency's moft faithful humble
fervant.

To the King.

Hague, April 23, N. S. 1676.

May it pleafe your Majeily,
PTnHE day before the prince ofOrange left this place,
-*

I attended him at Honnflerdyke upon his own ap-

pointment ; and telling me feveral times, that he had

ibmething to fay to me before he went into the field,

and defired it might be there, and at fome leifure.

When we were alone in the garden, he was pleaied to

tell me, I would eafily believe the inftances of the

State, and of his friends, as well as the condition of

his family, muft needs have put him often upon the

thoughts of
marrying , but he had been ftill in hopes,

that the conclufion of a peace would have made way
for it fooner than he now thought it was like to do :

for, at prefent, he did not fee when or how that could

be brought about, unlefs your majefty would refolve

upon fuch conditions, as you mould think fit to have

it made upon , and fo propoie them to the parties,
who were otherwife too diftant in their pretenfions to

agree eafily themfelves. That, upon this profpect, he

began to think his marriage could not longer attend

ypqri the motions of the peace, which might be very

(low and uncertain ; and, therefore, he would tell

me freely, that he was refolved, in cafe he returnee}

from
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from this campaign, to neglect no time or paces that

could be made in the purfnit of it. That for the perfon,
I might be fure his inclinations would lead him into

England, though he did not know what diipofitions
he mould meet with there ; and while the war lafted,

it might, on this fide, admit of much reflections, both

from this State and their allies. That, however, he

would not go into the field without writing to your

majefty and to the duke, of what he had io much at

heart , and begging the permiifion, that, immediately
after the campaign ended, he might go over into

England. That he thought this would be necerTary,
both that he might make his own purfuit himfelf, in

an affair that Ib nearly concerned him ; and that, by
afking leave fo early, no time might be loft upon that

occafion when the campaign was over. That he had
reafon to defire this affair might, at prefent, bemanaged
with all the fecrecy that -could be, and therefore was
refolved to put the letters concerning it into my hands,
and defired my wife might deliver them, both to your
majefty and his royal highnefs ; and that he would
take care to fend them to me before he went.

This was the fum of his highnefs's difcourfe to me
when I took leave of him : and his letters both for

your majefty and the duke, being fome days after

come to my hands, I thought it my duty to fend them,

according to the directions 1 received from the prince,
and fhall leave your majefty to know the reft from his

own hand , though, I think, I have not miftaken any

thing of what he faid to me upon this occafion. I

fhall not farther increafe your majefty's prefent trouble,

than by the humble profeflions of that perfect devo-

tion wherewith I am, and fhall be ever, Sir, your

jnajefty's, &c.

P 4
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To the Duke of TorL

VI/'

Ha^ue, April 23, N. S. 1676.

May it pleafe your Highnefs,
HEN I to k leave of the prince of Orange,
at his going to the army, he was pleafed to tell

me the refolutions he had taken of writing to your

highnefs upon an occafion he had fo much at heart,

and that he would do it before he went into the field.

He faid, he was refolded to apply himfelf directly to

your highnefs in all that concerned it, and to beg

your interceiTion with his majefly, that he might have

leave to go over into England immediately after the

campaign ended : that he would likewife write to

his majeily at the fame time, to beg his permifllon.
And becaufe he had reafon to defire, that whatever

paces he made at prefent, in this point, might be

fecret, he was refolved to put his letters into my hands ;

and defired that my wife, upon her going over, might
herfelf deliver them both to his majefly and your

highnefs. I thought it my duty to obferve thefe di-

rections , and having, by the fame hand, given his

maieily an account of the manner and circumftance

with which the prince was pleafed to enter into thefe

difcourfes, I fhall not prefume to trouble your high-
nefs with the bare repetition of them, nor with any

thing more at prefent, than the humble profefiions of

the devotion and truth wherewith I am always, Sir,

your highnefs's, &c.

To Sir Jofepb

SIR, Hague, May 5, N. S. 1676.

SINCE my laft of this day fe'nnight, I am to ac-

knowledge the favour of two from you ; the firft

of the 14th pafl, inclofmg the articles concluded by
Sir John Norborough, with thofe of Tripoli, very

much



to the King, the Prince of Orange, &c. 217

much to his majefty's honour and the advantage of

his fubjects. The fecond, containing a large and

particular deduction of the feveral coniiderations had

by his majefty, after his return, upon the States anfwer

to my memorial, as well as upon monfieur Van

Beuninghen's memorial, concerning the late expedient

propoied by his majefty, and the diverlity obferved

between them. I hope I have fully comprehended his

majefty's mind in this matter, as well from this laft,

as from the former accounts you have pleafed to give
me of it ; and having had the good fortune to make
fome paces perfectly agreeable to it, upon incidents

wherein I could not be previoufly instructed, I may
well aflure you of my keeping clofe to it in thofe where

J am. This I conceive to be the chief intention of

the lights you have lalt given me ; and not that his

majefty intended I mould make any reprefentations

upon them to the States ; but only be prepared to

reafon thofe matters with them, in cafe any thing arifes

from them here, upon the paper you intended to put
into monfieur Van Beuninghen's hands, whereof you
pleafe to promife me a copy by the next ; and to fay,
what you writ laft was for my own information ; and
that monfieur Van Beuninghen had excufed himfelf

for giving that account to his mailers by that ordinary.
I have not therefore entered into any difcourfes of this

matter, nor mail, without occafion given me by them
here

-, or, at leaft, the knowledge of their having
received your paper intended monfieur Van Beu-

ninghen ; but will only tell you my doubts, from
what I obferve in your laft letter ; that, as he was
fometimes engaged further for his matters, than he
had power to make good to his majefty ; fo he may
have engaged further for his majefty to them (upon
private or common difcourfes, palled from his majefty
to him, upon occafion of the Lorrain paflports) than

\vas ever intended, or could, indeed, be fo, in a cafe

not
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not at all then forefeen. For in all our cc;

upon that fubject they were ever full of the aim

given by his majefty to monfieur Van Beumn hen, au

from his own mouth, that there mould be no difficulty
in the paflports for Lorrain. But their induction I al-

ways thought fitter for Leyden than the Hague : that

it was all one to have no paflports granted, as not to

have them granted in due form ; whereas, what was
the due form happened to be a thing wholly in dil-

pute. But the bottom of all this, I iuppofe, is, that

the parties are not yet weary enough of the war, to

ufe any compliances towards the forming of a congrefs,
whofe motions muft depend upon that of the cam-

paign, while it lafts. So that, for aught I fee, this

knot is of thofe that muft be cut through, and can-

not be untied.

I took care to fatisfy the emperor's minifter here

about Mr. Skelton's conduct, both from what you
and he writ me upon that fubject ; and this minifter

took as much care to have me believe, there was no-

thing of his own in what had paiTed j but that he had
made the complaint here, formally, to the States, as

well as the other confederate minifters, by the exprefs
commands of the emperor himfelf. I think we are

both fatisfied in the matter ; fince I cannot blame any
minifter's conduct, which is by his mafter's order :

and, I fuppofe, there is nothing likely to arife further

upon this occafion.

I fent yefterday the States paries to the domeftics of

the French ambafTadors at Nimeguen, for their return

to Charleville, upon a letter I received from the am-
bafTadors themfelves to that purpofe ; which I take for

no very good fign as to the congrefs : though they
allured me it was only une affaire domeftique, and they

regarded nothing more than their own conveniences

during their flay where they were, or in order to their

journey by land to Nimeguen, I am, Sir, your, &c.-

ft
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To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

S 1 R, Hague, May 1 1, N. S. 1676.
T AST night, about ten o'clock, arrived here the
**

exprefs you were pleafed to fend away with the

Lorrain paiiport, inclofed in yours of the 2yth paft,

which I received with great ienfe of fo happy fuccefs

Jn an affair by which his majeity will receive no lefs

honour than fatisfadtion, and whereof I have now, for

feme time, fo much defpaired. I thought to have de-

tained the expreis till I had fpoken to the penfioner

upon it ; but the matter ofthe vefTel that brought him

prefles fo much his dilpatch, and the penfioner having
excufed receiving me this morning at his own houfe,

upon the affuranee of feeing me at mine ; I doubted

his hour, after the aflembly rifes, might be too late

for the other's impatience \ and therefore refolved to

let them make what hafte they pleafed away, with

this acknowledgment of having received their difpatch,
and with the inclofure of the memorial I have drawn

up, and refolve this morning to put in upon it. The

joy, as" well as furprize, will be here as great as can

agree with the anxieties they are in at prefent, upon
the certain news arrived yeilerday from their army of
the prince's beginning to march on the 7th evening,
with refolution to attempt the railing of the flege of

Bouchain, either by attacking the French camp at

Kievrain, or that before Bouchain , which may very
well produce fome decifive action. I now fee no farther

difl&cuity in the forming of the congrefs, nor delay,
befides the diflance of ways -,

unlefs fome may be oc-

cafioned by the paffports of the allies running in the

firfi propofed form, with liberty of couriers, which,

.though France hath, in a manner, confented to, yet
their paflports in my hands being wholly without the

mention of it, I know not et whether the minifters
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of the allies will raife any difficulty upon exchanging
their larger paflports for thofe of France, that are,

in that particular, more reftrained. But I hope to

overcome this difficulty by the penchant of this State

to fee the congrefs formed , and by propofmg, in

cafe they make the difficulty, that the exchange how-
ever may be made, though with referve of that claufe

not being of force unlefs France fhall confent to the

fame liberty for the confederates.

Whatever may further occur between this and to-

morrow night, fhall go in courfe by the ordinary, fo

as I mail not lengthen this by any thing that was to

make up that difpatch, but only afilire you of my
being your, &c.

To Sir Jofepb Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, May 12, N. S.' 1676.
T AM to acknowledge the favour of two from you by
* the ordinary of the 25th and 28th pad. The firft

brought my feveral inclofed copies, and with them a

letter of his majefty's to the emperor, which I have

put into his minifler's hand, and went away by the

ordinary of this morning.
Monfieur Van Beuninghen kept his word with you,

and writ not over hither the fum of your conference

with him, till the pod after that which brought it me
from your hands : nor did the penfioner enter very
far with me upon it ; only excufmg the fignification

of the word Juger, which they meant only for the

exprdlion of his majefty's opinion ; and profeffing to

be forry for any offence his majefty had taken at it.

He faid he was unwilling any way fhould be given to

complaints on that fide , and that I was witnefs, how
little he had troubled me with any, and how lie had

flopped fome from the minifters of the allies here :

that othenvife they might have reafon to make fome re-

flections
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flections upon our conduct of late in England ; befides

\vhat they had been forced to take notice of by mon-
fieur Van Beuninghen, of his majefty's giving leave

to raife a new regiment in Scotland for the French

fervice, contrary to the exprefs article of the lafl treaty,

whatever might be faid for recruits of the old. But
the negotiations of feveral perfons going abroad with

characters from his rnajefly troubled him yet morr,

though the States had not thought fit to complain of

them. I told him, I thought they did very wifely,

confidering how little ground fome of thofe reports
were found to have. Upon which he replied, that

himfeif had read a letter from the princefs of Courland,
wherein me fays, that de Crofs (who, it feems, had
been formerly a fervant to the prince her hufband) had
writ him a letter, upon his coming to Copenhagen^
wherein he told him, that he came thither with a com-

miffion, and inflructions, from his majefly, to nego-
tiate a feparate peace between that crown and Sweden.
I excufed myfelffrom believing, that either his majefly
would enter into any feparate mediation, or, if he did,

that he would choofe a perfon for it, who would tell

his coinmifiion where it was not neceflary. And fo

his difcourfe ended.

On Saturday laft: monfieur Blafpyle carhe to me, and
told me, he had certain advice of fix fhips equipping
at Rochel, with four men of war to convoy them,

being laden with corn and other necefTaries for the relief

cf the Swedifh places either in Bremen or Pomerania ;

and that their intention was to go firfl into England,
and there get paiTes from his majeity. That, though
he was confident his majefly would do nothing con-

trary to the office of a true and impartial mediator,

yet he defired me that I would give his miniflers notice

of this pretenfion of thefe French fhips, which they
feemed to believe themfelves fecure of fucceeding in ;

and
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and which would be directly againft the interefts of
the elector his mafler.

Since the difpatch of your exprefs yefterday, with
the anfwer of what he brought me from you of the

2yth, inclofmg the Lorrain paflports, the States have
had a conference with the minifters of the allies ; and,
as I conjectured at firft, ibme difficulty was made
about the exchange of paffports, upon the difference

In them, in relation to the liberty of couriers. But
the pensioner fends me word this afternoon, that he
doubts not they mall end that matter in a day or two,

by agreeing upon fome aft or declaration, which mail

leave France to the choice of either giving it, or want-

Ing it , and fo leave it one way or other, equal to both

fides. That he doubted not, they mould hereby be

ready to make the exchange of allpafiports fome day
this week. And that the States had written a letter

of thanks to his majefty upon this occafion, which

ihould be in my hands to go with this ordinary.
I find you reckon upon my having been porTefled of

all the pafTports , but, though I have been fo long of

thofe from France and Sweden, and of thofe from this

State for both thofe crowns, yet I never was of any
from the reft of the confederates \ though the refpeclive
minifters have taken occafion to let me know, they
had them in their hands, , and were ready to deliver

them, when thofe of all the confederates were come.

The next pace, I think, will be to agree upon the

declaration of the neutral country which is left by
the confederates to his majefty, provided it be between

the two rivers. For my part, I fee no certain bound

can be given it, unlefs by thofe rivers and the FofTa

Mariana. I am. Sir, your, &c.
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To Sir Jofeph Wittiamfon.

SIR, Hague, May 19, N. S. 1676.
T> Y the laft poll I had nothing worth your trouble,
** farther than the notice of what I received from

the penfioner, as the pacquet was clofing ; that he

hoped the exchange of the paflports might be made
the next day, or on Monday at fartheft. I heard no

more from him till Sunday night ; but finding a con-

ference had been appointed for eight o'clock on Mon-

day morning upon that fubjecl, between the States

and their allies, I thought fit to fpeak with the pen-
fioner late on Sunday night, and endeavour to know of

him, whether there were any new occafion of this

delay in a matter that I thought deferved a better and

fpeedier reception. -He told me, the true reafon was,
that the emperor's minifler had not yet the paflports
in his hands, but that they were at Cologn, from whence
he was certain to receive them that night ; and that,

after the next conference, the deputies of the States

would certainly attend me with the neceflary paflports,
and make the exchange.

I remember very well, that fome months fince the

emperor's minifter affirmed to be then pofiefled of all

his paflports -,
which I took notice of to the penfioner,

the delay being fhort, and then fo near an end. But
I have fince reafon to believe, the difpatch he expected
was from Dufieldorp rather than Cologn, and con-

certed by him with the duke of Nieuburg, in order to

the producing fuch a refolution as I received yefterday
from the States. The penfioner had before obferved

to me fome difference between the paflports of France
and thofe of the confederates, and the neceflity of

their infifting upon their being equal, which I under-

take for. One was, that the word repaffer was omitted

in the French. Another was, that the claufe for li-

berty
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berry of couriers was ib likewife , whereas both were
inierted in thole of the confederates. And the third

was, that there was but one French paflport for any of
the confederates, except only for Spain ; whereas thofe

of the confederates were, three for the French and
Sv/edifh miniiters ; and fo many would be neceffary
for each of the confederates, fmce they might think

fit to fend fo many miniiters, and either from feveral

places, or at feveral times, ib as not to be capable of

ufing one paifport. In all thefe matters we found

nothing of confequence to hinder the exchange of

pailports, and difpatch of them to the refpective
miniiters. Since, on the one fide, I made no difficuly
of engaging his majefty's endeavours to procure the

fuppiement of thefe defects on the French fide : and,
on the other part, the penfioner faid, they would de-

clare, that in cafe that was refufed, their paflports
mould reach no farther than thofe of France \ which

I'did not contert.

Yefterday, being Monday, afternoon, two of the

States deputies came to me, and told me, they came,

from their mailers, in the nrft place, to repeat their

thanks, and thofe of their allies, to his majefty, for

the late ofHces performed in this matter of the Lorrain

paflborts.
In the next, to rnake the exchange ofthem,

liaving brought with them thofe of their confederates ;

and to .put into my hands, at the fame time, the re-

folution taken by the States and their allies, declaring
die conditions upon which the exchange was to be

made,. They excufed the reiblution's not being yet
tranflated into French by reafon of the hafte they made

to bring it me after it was agreed on ; but did under-

take to rend it me in French, out of the Dutch ori-

ginal. T he firft part contained thofe three particulars

mentioned, and in the fame manner the penfioner un-

deriiood they fhould pafs: but after that came a

claufe, that whereas die duke of Nieuburg was lately

entered
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Entered into the confederacy ; that his majcfty wa*
defired likewife to procure paflports for his minifters,

and an afTurance from the king of Fratice, of grant-

ing paffports to whatfoever prince Or ftate mould
hereafter enter into their alliance: without both,

which the prefent paffports ihould be of no force or

effecl:. And with thefe conditions they offered to

feiake the exchange of pafiports.

I was, I confefs, very much furprized to meet with

a ciaufe fo little expected, andj as I thought, fo very

impertinent; and thereupon told them, without far-

ther deliberation* my own thoughts upon it. That
for the fmall difference in the form of paffports, I

thought there would be no difficulty, and queftioned
not his majefty's inftances and fuccefs upon them.

That for the laft, I efteemed it a very unfit return to

fo much pains as his majefty had taken in the purfuit
of this affair, and the diligence he had ufed, in the

difpatch of the Lorrain paffports by exprefs, imme-

diately after he had, with fo much difficulty, obtained

thefp. That they had delayed the exchange of*

them now for eight days, and at length offered it with

conditions that I efteemed wholly elufory, and upon
which, for my own part, I could not think fit to

make the exchange , not knowing what other advan-

tage would be gained by it, than to keep the paflborts
of the confederates as long in my cabinet, as I had

already done thofe of France and Sweden. That upon
the firft offer of his majefty's mediation, it was long
before all the confederates had accepted it ; and long
before they afterwards agreed to a place of treaty>

propofed by his majefty, though in their own territo*

ries. That in December laft they fignified to his ma*?

jefty the names of all their confederates* for whorrt

they defirtd paffports, and upon the difpatch whereof

they then allured the delivery of theirs, and thofe of
the confederates, without farther Condition. That aa
VOL, IV. Q^ incident
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ncident having fallen out upon the flyle of the duke
of Lorrain, his majefty had, for feveral months, la-

boured for the removal of it, and, at length, obtained

it, with great difficulty. That when he now expected
the immediate change of the pafTports, and confe-

quently the fudden forming of the congrefs, where-

in his honour was fo far engaged, they clogged it

with two new conditions; of which I thought the firft

out of form and out of time; and the other wholly
out of reafon and practice. That for the duke of

Nieuburg,- I knew he was a prince for whom his

majefty had not only a particular efteem, butkindnefs

too; and, if either before or after the exchange of

paflports, they mould have ilgnified that new alliance

to his majefty, and their defires of paffports for him,
I believed his majefty would employ the fame endea-

vours for his minifters, as for thofe of the other allies:

but hkherto his majefty had received no notice of

his entering into the confederacy, unlefs they intended

he fliould have it from gazettes ; nor had the duke of

Nieuburg either received, fmce the offers of his ma-

jefty's mediation, or, that I know of, fignified his ac-

ceptation of it by himfelf, or the States, as all other

their allies had done; and, confequently, it was out

of form, to defire his majefty's offices in this matter

before thofe circumftances wer^ paffed ; and it was

very much out of time, to defire them juft upon the

exchange of the paflports, and with condition of their

being void without the fuccefs of them, fince the ex-

change was intended for the fudden meeting of the

plenipotentiaries at the place of congrefs. And this,

condition muft of necefnty delay it, till both his ma-

jefty's refolution were known in mediating a new pro-

pofal, and that of France in granting it : in which I was
*

not yet informed of either of their intentions, nor

could be, till a return from both courts. That for

the other part of the condition, -which was an affurance

from
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from Fr.ince of granting paflports to all princes, oi>

dates, that fhould hereafter enter into their confede-

racy ; though they made it feem plaufible, by offer-

ing the reciprocal to France and Sweden, from the

confederates, yet I thought it wholly impertinent and

impracticable. And though I could not pretend to

know whether either his majefty would think fit to

defire it, or the mod chriftian king to agree to it, yet
I was fure I would not be of the opinion for either of

them to be done; or for any paflports to be folicited

by one, or given by the other, but for princes and

dates that were named at the defiring of them. That
the States might defire paflports for the kings of IVla-

caflar and Ceylon, who were already their allies, or for

the duke of Mufcovy, who, I hear, was invited into

the confederacy of the prefent war. That I knew nor,

whether his majedy would trouble himfclf with a me-

diation in their behalfs. That to go nearer home, fome

prince in the alliance ofFrance might change his party,
and enter into theirs ; and I did not know, whether in

fuch a cafe, the mod chridian king would think fit

to admit fuch an ally into the treaty, or whether his

majedy would folicit it: nor did 1 conceive either

could be refolved without the confidering of circum*

dances, as they mould appear when the cafe came in

queftion. That, in the mean time, to make the va-

lidity of the prefent paflports depend upon a future

condition, which could not be fecured before- hand,
were to make the congrefs wholly defperate; for no

minifters, either from France or Sweden, could think

fit to come to Nimeguen, when, in cafe at any time

during their refidence there, upon the States defiring

pafcports for a new ally, which France (upon circum-

dances that might attend it) fhould have reafon to re-

fufe, the prefent paflports were to become immediate-

ly void; and not only thereupon the negotiations, if

begun, or never fo much advanced, mud immediately

Q 2 ceafe
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ceafe; but the French and Swedifh minifters muff
remain in their enemies country, without any fafety to

their very perfons -,
fince that could be grounded only

upon their paflports, which would remain in danger
of becoming invalid upon any fuch accident. That,
for my own part, I took this to be a drain of fome of

the allies, which were enemies of peace, and fo em-

ployed their wits to find out pretences of delaying,
or breaking the congrefs. That however, fince they

brought it me as a refolution of the States, I defired it

in French (as all ufed to be that pafled between his

majefty and this State) though the ufe I intended to

make of it was not fo much to fend it to his majefty,.
as to draw up immediately an anfwer to it of my
own, containing the prefent remarks I had made to

them upon it, and what others fhould occur to me

upon fecond thoughts, which I would not only fend to

the States, but at the fame time print and publifh it,

that all their fubjecls might fee upon what points

they and their confederates turned the affairs of the

peace: in which I knew very well how the people of

thele provinces were concerned, whether the govern-
ment or their allies were fo or no.

Upon thefe reprefentations the deputies of the States-

were fo far moved, that, inftead of replying or main*

taining the refolution they had brought, they told me,
what I had faid was of fo much weight, that they

thought themfelves obliged to reprefent it to the States,

before they delivered me the reforution. That they
defired rne therefore to excufe them for the delivery of

it, till next day ^ and, in the mean time, were very

glad to underftand my opinion upon it, which they^

would report to their mafters that very evening, and
doubted not of having another conference upon it thi*

morning with their allies.

At their going away, after all this had pafled, one

of them told me privately* $ue fwois la flits gr&ndf

raifsrt
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ralfon du monde: that their compliance with fbme of

their allies had engaged them in this matter, upon a

letter from the duke of Nieuburg, that came yefter-

day, during no exchange might be made of the

pafTports without fecnring his according to his

treaty.

That which I underftood to be at the bottom of

this whole matter is the intereft of the .emperor, not

only to fecure the pafiports for the duke of Nieuburg,
who is at prefent entered into the alliance, but like-

wife for the duke of Bavaria, who, they believe, will

alfo be fuddenly engaged, and chiefly by the offices

of the duke of Nieuburg to that purpofe, who, being
of the fame family, has great credit and influence in

the court of Bavaria. And they believe neither of

them will be engaged without the fame condition, of

being equally confidered in all treaties, and compre-
hended in any peace, with the reft of the confederates

already named.

I know not what I fliall receive from the States this

evening, and before the clofure of this pacquet ; but

in the mean time, I thought it neceflary to give his

majefty this account of what has hitherto pafied: and
am of opinion, the States will not be able to bear the

noife of this matter, if they perfifl in it ; but that,
in fuch a cafe, they will be forced to confider the hu-

mour of their people, as well as the intereft of their

allies.

Thus far I had written by four o'clock this afternoon;
fince which time the deputies of the States have again
been with me, and told me, that having reprefented
to the -States the reafon I gave them yefterday againft
the refolution they had then brought me, they had fince

had a conference with their allies upon them ; and
that they all agreed, that to exprels the general and
fmcere intentions they all had towards a peace, and

withal, the great regard they had for the opinion of
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an ambafTador of his majefty's, in what he thought
concerned both the honour and defires of his majefty
in the mediation of the peace, they would remove thole

difficulties I had obferved like to arife upon yefterday's
refolution ; and to that end had altered the relblution

.itfelf, and brought me in a form, which they doubted

not would agree with his majefty's intentions; and
had given it the fame date, to the end there might be

no appearance of the former refolution : and that in

purfuit of it they were ready to exchange the pafT-

ports without any fuch conditions as were yeflerday
mentioned.

I read the refolution (which I fend you inclofed) and
Found nothing elfe to reflect on, but the Jaft claufe ;

and afked them, whether they undei flood it to refer

only to the precedent period, concerning the equality

pretended in the pafiTports , or, likewife, to that former

claufe aboutthedukeof Nieuburg. They both affirmed,

that it was meant only to refer to that immediately

preceding, and not to what concerned the duke of

[Nieuburg. Upon this we proceeded to the exchange
of pafiports, in which we found feveral points a little

defective-, as that four of the German princes had not

yet fent their paffports ; nor could they affure me
when theyfhould have them. But the chief was, that

thofe of the emperor were not yet here
-,
but they af-

firmed, that they were every day expected, and that

they had been here fome months iince, but, upon
thole of France being fhort of the form agreed on,

efpecially in the claufe about couriers, the emperor's
minister had lent for new ones in the fame form ; and

was afifured they were at Cologn, where he had like-

wife fent the old ones, fo as co be now poflefTed of

none.

In the next place, there were no pa/Tports from

Spain, no more than from the emperor, for the

hi/hop of Strafburg; but thefe they aflured me were

con*
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confented to by both, and undertook to put them into

my hands. In the next place, becaufe France had

fent but one paflport for each of the confederates

befides Spain, they had each of them fent but one for

France; and the fame happened likewife in thofe of

Sweden. But the exchange of our paflports having

begun by thofe of France and Spain and this State, and

fome of thefe difficulties not appearing till that was

performed, which feemed the moil material, we con-

cluded to go on in the exchange, as far as we were

provided ; and thereupon proceeded as far as you will

fee marked in the inclofed lift. Thofe from France

and Sweden to the emperor, and the four German

princes who have not yet fent their paflports, 1 have

retained dill in my hands till theirs arrive. I fhall

expect thofe of the emperor till Friday ; by which time

the deputies allure me they will be here. If they come
not by that time, I fhall be fure, however, to difpatch

away all thofe I am already pofTtrfTed of to the French

ambaffadors, by the conveyance you prefcribe me of
an exprefs to Maeftricht; and deliver thofe for Sweden
to monfieur Sylvercroon, the commifiary of that

crown; excepting one you defire for monfieur Spar,
which I (hall fend in blank to your hands, being al-

ready poflefled of three from the States; and refolving
to endeavour to get as many by that time from Spain
and Denmark, if thofe minifters have fo many in

their hands.

For the bifhop of Strafburg I formerly fent you one
from this State; and fhall follow it with the reft as

foon as they arrive. In the mean time, you will pleafe
to procure three paiTports for the emperor, for I have

yet but one; and that may, for aught I know, be the

reafon of the emperor's minifter's difowning to have

any paflports; being a man fomething punctilious,
and having defired me, a week ago, to procure them,
not without complaint of fuch a neglect from France j

Q.4 bu
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but without any thing that Jooked like his wanting
thofe of his m after.

I hope his majefty will approve the progrefs I have
made in this matter, though it be not yet complete \

which has fallen out, chiefly, by the number of pa(T-

ports failing on the French and Swedifh part. I cannot

but be glad to find it upon the terms it now is, confi-

dering where it was yefterday; and did not expeft fo

abfolute a change of the refolution in fo little time,

having laft night found monfieur Serinchamps very

peremptory in defending that refolution of the States.

But this morning the Hanover refident told my fecre-

tary, that there had been very warm debates upon it

between the States and fome of their allies, who per-
faded fo far, that the penfioner afked them: Et que

pretendez-vcus done, meffieurs^ de nous faire decbirer

far la canaille? but thefe pafTages of their private con-

ferences you will pleafe may not be public, becaufe

that may hinder me another time from knowing them,
which is (pmctimes necefTary to acquaint me with the

fprings from which the public motions of fuch affairs

srjfe.

lhavereafon to think you tired out with this length,

^nd am very fenfible of being fo myfelf ; which leaves

me only to acknowledge yours of the fifth, not finding

any thing requires farther return than what 1 have al-

ready faid about the paflports you mention from mon-
fieur Spar, and the bifhop of Straiburg. 1 am Sir,

your, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon,

S I R, Hague, May 22, N. S. 1676.

T> Y laft poft I gave you an account of the exchange
*-* of p^flfports being made late that night: I de-

layed the fending them away to Maeftricht till thi$

B)pr.ning ?
both ir) expectation

of phe emperor's pafTes

by
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by laft ordinary from Germany, and likewife in hopes
of obtaining two pafies more from each of the confe-

derate minilters by the offices promifed me by the

States deputies to that purpofe. Yefterday one of

them fent me word, they had endeavoured it in vain,

and they would give no more than oae, though they
had more in their hands, till they receive as many
from France as was defired of them.

This morning the emperor's minifter fent me word
his pafiports were not come by the lad night's ordi-

nary ; and that the old ones which he expeded from

Cologn, had been in monfieur Filher's hand, who was
fince gone up into Germany , fo that he fooner expected
the new ones from Vienna. Hereupon I made my
difpatch ready to be fent away to Maeftricht by noon ;

when, juft upon the parting of it, I received a letter

from monfieur Pompone, defiring me, that infteadpf
the pafTport for the duke de Vitry, there might be one

for the marefchal d'Eftrades, whom the molt chriftian

king had appointed his plenipotentiary in place of that

duke, upon the continuance of his indifpofition. I

was forced hereupon to open my pacquec again, and
fent the duke of Vitry's pafiporc to the greffier, with

this defire; but he returned me anfwer, that the States

were up, and that it could not pofilbly be done till

their fitting again to-morrow morning; fo that it

will be to-morrow noon before my pacquet with the

paflports can go away.
If you think it neceflary for the French ambafladors

to have three feveral paflports from each of the con-

federates, you will pleafe to defire the fame number
for each of them from France, which the Swedilh com-

miflary here has promifed to do from that crown ; but

efpecially for the emperor, who has, it feems, al-

ready named three ambafladors for the congrefs.
You will pleafe likewife to prefs the declaration of tr.e

Neutral country, which the confederates, on their part,
have
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have left wholly to his majefty to extend as he pleafes,

provided it be between the two rivers. If his ma-

jefty pleafes to pitch upon any certain line to the eaft

from one river to another, the thing is done: but, for

my part, I cannot fee how any other can do it, but the

Fofla Mariana, which is an open canal, and fo will

leave no difpute; befides, it takes in Cleve, where,
for aught I hear, the princes who have accepted the

pope's mediation defign the refidence of that minifter,
or in fome village near it.

I fend yon inclofed a pafifport of the States for

monfieur Spar, which your laft defired , though he

writes word to monfieur Sylvercroon, that he goes not

to the congrefs, but into Sweden. I fend vou likewife

a paflport from the duke of Lorrain for the bifhop of

Strafburg's minifter*, which is all yet come to my
hands : that of the States you have long fince; and

monfieur de Lyra has promifed me one from Spain with

the firft ; as the emperor's refident has likewife done

for his mailer, with the other paflports. I am, Sir,

your, &c.

fo Sir Jofeph IVilliamfon.

S I R, Hague, May 26, N. S. 1676.

T> Y my laft I gave you an account of one day's
**

delay fallen out in difpatch of the paflports, by the

change defired by monfieur Pompone in that for the

duke of Vitry. The next day, being Saturday, I

procured the paffport for the marefchal d'Eftrades,

and difpatched away the trumpet to Maeftricht about

noon. He feemed to doubt he could not be there

under four days, fo as I cannot expect to hear of him

again till the end of this week.

J allured the French plenipotentiaries of the empe-
ror's pafies, and the other four German princes (that

were wanting) in fome few days \ but endeavoured to

poflefs
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pofifefs them, how little thofe pafies would be neceflary

for their journey to Nimeguen, which I hoped they
would not delay upon that occafion. I know not how

they will underftand or govern themfelves, but fhall

inform you as foon as I receive advice by the return

of the trumpet*
I have this day received yours of the I2th, and fhall

make the beft ufe of what you there advife me, con-

cerning the miftaken grounds of fo many furmifes here

about his majefty's partiality in the prefent war, which

I have met with oftener of late than I thought fit to

trouble you with, and ought to afk your pardon for

doing it at all, unlefs it be upon formal complaints
from the States; though, perhaps, it may not be

unfit for you to know fomething of their thoughts and

common difcourfe in this kind a as well as of their

formal paces.
I am fully inftructed by your laft, in the ftate of his

majefty's prefent refolutions concerning the firft vifits

which are to attend upon his further pleafure, after the

mind of the Auftrian miniflers is known. As to that

of the neutral country, I very well remember the ftate

it was left in, which you are pleafed to mind me of;

but as France refufed the extent his majefty would
have given it, to take in Meurs, fo the confederates

abfolutely (and, indeed, from their firft accepting of
the town of Nimeguen) excluded that offer of two

leagues round it, and confined the neutrality to the

two rivers. Nor is the jealoufy of the French entering
into the heart of the country greater in the prince
and thofe of the prefent government here, than it is

in the Spanim and Imperial councils, fo as that is a
limit that cannot take place; nor indeed if it could,
do I fee how any line defcribed, only by diftance of

leagues, or any other meafures, can ever free that

matter from perpetual difputes upon incurfions which,

parties may make, and truft to wrangling about what

diftance
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diftance the place was at where the hoftility was com-
mitted ; therefore I defire you will put his majefty
in mind of fome refolution in this matter (upon which

I refer you to what I faid in my laft) fince, till it be

agreed and declared, there can be no fafety for the

jninifters that will be repairing to the congrtfs.
I fhall fpeak to the penlioner of monfieur Oudart's

bufinefs the very next time I fee him, and give you
an account of it ; which is all I remember at

prefent neceflary to lengthen this trouble, from, Sir,

your, &c.

To the AmbafTadors of AmAmiaffadeursde France^

France, "Meffieurs Col- Colbert fcf tfAvaux.

bert and d'Avaux.

Hague, May 22, N. S. 1 676. La Haye, May 22, N. 1. 1676.

Medieurs, :

AFTER fo many difficul-

ties in the affair of the

paffports, at laft, about two

days ago, they have been ex-

changed. I have ever fince

been in expectation of the

eqpperor's .paffports,
which

his minifter gave me reafon to

believe would be brought by
the courier which arrived here

from Germany laft night.

Thofe of the eleftor palatine,

of Mentz, of Triers, and

of Munfter, are alfo behind;

but are promifed to be deli-

vered in a very few days.

The other confederates will

give me no more than one paff-

port each, although I have

good reafon to believe, th^t

their minifters here have three

jo their hands: their dealing
thus

J
**

Meflieurs,

Prcs tant de dijficut-

tez fur I'affaire des

paffeports, ftchanges'eft fait

a la fin defuis deux jours.

J'ay attendu depuis pour
avoir ceux de rempereury

lefquds fon mint/ire icy m'a

fait efperer par le courier

d'Allemagne^ arrive hier au

foir. II y a aujfi ceux de

I'elefteur palatin^ de May-
ence, de Treves, et de Mun-

Jler, qui manquent encore^ tt

qu'on promt en fort pen de

jours. Les autres confede-

rez ne rrfont voulu donner

quc chacun un paffeport,
en-

core quefay raifon de croire

que leurs mini/ires icy
ont

troif
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trois en main ; mats Us fc

fondent fur ce qtfil n'y a eu

que pour chacun d'eux un

pajjeport de France. Non-

cbjtant cts petits default, et

les reftrittions portees dans

la resolution de mejfieurs les

Etats enveloppee, fay cru de

won devoir de ne plus defe-

rer la depeche des pajjeports

que fay en main, vers vos

excellences, ne croyant pas

que ces circonftances you*

peuvent empecher de vous en

fervir pour le voyage de Ni-

megue -,
la route que V. Ex.

doivent tenir fe trouvant af-

fez eloignee de terres de ces

princes- la qui rtont encore

envoys leitrs pajjeports. L*
miniftre de rempereur m'af-

fure que ce retardement

n'eft arrive quepar lechange-
ment furvenu auformulaire
des pajfeports Jur le refus de

la France de -confentir a la li-

berte des couriers-, ce qui a

fait retenir en chemin les pre-
miers pajjeports depechezpar

I'empereur, s? que Find-

dent de Lorraine itant fur-
venu depuis, on ne s*eft pas

preffi de depecher les feconds.

Je croy qu'il tfy a pasgrand
miflere, 5? quity a eu plil-

tot de nonchalance que dt

malice. Je ne manqueray

pas

ihus is founded upon this ;

that each of them hath been

furniihcd with one paflport

only fro;n France. Notwith-

ftanding thefe little defaults,

and the reftriftions made by
the inclofed refolution of the

States General, I thought it

my duty no longer to put off

difpatching thofe paflports

which I have already received

for your excellencies ; being

fully perfuaded, that thefe in-

cidents caa in no ways be any
hindrance to you from mak-

ing ufe of them for your jour-

ney to Nimeguen, the route

that your excellencies will

take, being at a fufficient dif-

tance from any of the ter-

ritories of thofe princes who
have not as yet fent their paflT-

ports. The Imperial mini-

fter allures me, that the delay
on his fide is only owing to a

change made in the form of

the paflTports, occafioned by
the denial of France to per-

mit the free paflage of cou-

riers : this has flopped the firfr.

pafTports upon the road, which

had been difpatched by the

emperor ; and the incident

about the duke of Lorrain,

which fmce fell out, is the

reafon why no more hafte has

been made in difpatching new
ones. I do not apprehend
that there is any great myf-

tery in this ; but believe,

that it is all rather owing to

overfight, than to any ill in-

tention. I ihall, however,
take
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take care to prefs, as far as pas de preffer tant
qi:t je

poiTible, the doing what is yet pourrois le rejle fa cette a*
behind; and, in the mean

y^,. & m attendant fe-
fpere que vos Exs. tacberont

de faire depecber deux autres

pajjeports pour I'empereur^
& deux pour cet Etat, pour

qui je n'ay refu qtfun en-

core^ comme pour tous les

alliez bormis FEfpagne. Les

mini/ires de Brandebourg en

demandent trois auffi, fur

quoy je ne vois aucune diffi-

cultL J'ay envoye la depecbe

prefente par un trompette a

monfieur d'Eftrades, felon
les ordres de fa majefte^ (if

time, 1 hope your excellen-

cies will endeavour to get two
other pafTports difpatched for

the emperor and two for the

States, for whom, as yet, I

have received only one, no

more than I have for any of

the other allies, excepting

Spain. The minifrers of Bran-

denburg demand alfo three,

in granting which I do not

fee there can be any difficul-

ty. I have fent this prefent

difpatch to monfieur d'Ef-

trades by a trumpeter, as I

was ordered by his majefty,
and mould be very glad to

h-ear, a^oon as3R %* f *^ ~
vour excellencies have receiv- fUM' * ?..EifS. I ayeat

bien refU) C7 que j auray
bientot Fbonneur & la fa-

tisfaftwn de vow faire voir

a Nimegue le refpeft fe? e-

Jiime particuliere avec la-

quelle je fuis, meffieurs^ de

ed it, and to have the honour

and pleafure of mewing you
at Nimeguen, with how par-
ticular a refpect and efteem 1

am, meffieurs, your excellen-

cies moft humble and molt

obedient fervant.
excellences le ires bumble

tres obe'iflant ferviteur.

To Monfieur d'Eftrades. Au Mcnfieur d'EJlrades.

Hague, May 22, N. S. 1676.

SIR,
T) Y order of the king my^

naafler, I fend to you the

pacquet directed to my lords

the ambaffadors of his moft

chriftian majefty at Charle-

ville,

La Haye, May 22, S. N. 1 676.

Monfieuri

AR les ordres du roy

mon maltre^ je vous en-

<voye le pacquet dejline pour

meffieurs les ambajjadeurs
du roy tres cbretien a Cbar-
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leville^ s? contenant les

paffeports des confederez ne-

ceffaires
a leur voyage au

lieu de congres : je ne doute

pas que vous en aurez le foin

qui eft deu a Facbeminement

d'un fi grand ouvrage^ &.

au defir de fa majejle, qu'il

rfy A point de reiardement &

la faire avancer tout ce qui

fera pojjible.

Je 'vous fupplie^ mon-

fieur^ de mefairefavoir par
le retcur du trompette, qu&
vous les curez bien recus,

& qtfilvcus fouvicxt encore

d'une perfonne qui a ete Ji

IcngtemS) s? qui fera tcu-

jours avec une eflime tres

particuliere, movfaur, de

V. Exc. le tres humble &
tres

obt'2Jjant ferviteur.

ville, in which are contained

the paffports of the confede-

rates neceflary for their pro-

ceeding to the place of con-

grefs. I make no queftion but

you will take all needful care

to forward fo great a work,
and pay all due regard to his

majefty's defires, that no hin-

drance may be any way put to

the advancing it as much as

poflible.

I defire you, Sir, to let me
know by the trumpeter, when
he returns, that it is come fafe

to your hands ; and that you
ftill have in your remembrance

one who has been fo long

time, and fhall always con-

tinue, with a very particular

efteem, Sir, your excellency's

moll: humble and moA obedi-

ent fervant.

To Monfieur d'Eftrades. Au Monfuur d'Eftrades.

Hague, May 23, N. S. 1676.
SIR, 1

T H A D yefterday finifhed the
^

inclofed difpatch, to fend

it you, purfuant to the orders

of the king my matter, with

my requeft, that you would

pleafe to forward it as foon as

poflible to the lords the ple-

nipotentiaries of his moft chrif-

tian majefty at Charleville :

when the trumpeter was

upon his departure, I received

a letter

LaHaye, May 23, S. N. 1676.

Monfisur,

c^fAvois hier acheve cettc

J depeche enveloppee pour
vous Venvoyer felon les or-

dres du roy mon maitre^ 6?

vous prier de la faire tenir

au plutot a meffieurs les

plenipotentiaries du roy

tres -chretien^ a Charleville.

Quand le trompette dcvoit
"

fay re$u une lettre

de
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a letter from monfieur Pom-

pone, in which he advifed me,
that your excellency was ap-

pointed one of them in the

room of the duke of Vitry;
and therefore defired me to

difpatch forthwith a pafTport

for you, and to flop that which

was already in my hands from

the States General for the faid

duke. For, as for the Spanifh

palTports, they have blanks

left in them, and fo there is

no need that they mould be

changed on this occafion.

This has caufed one day's de-

lay, there being no poflibility

of difpatching the paflport

yefterday in the afternoon,

becaufe the States never af-

femble but in mornings. In

the mean time, 1 greatly pleafe

myfelf with receiving fo agree-
able a notice, which gives

me hopes of enjoying an afllft-

ance and a converfation fuch

as isyours, the latter of which

\vill not be more agreeable to

me, than the former will be

advantageous in conducting
an affair of fuch high impor-

tance, and that deferves to

pafs through hands as experi-

enced and fuccefsful as yours
are. On this account it is,

that I ought rather to wi(h his

moft chrirtian majefty joy of

this choice than yourfelf, fince

you will find, no doubt, a

great deal of trouble in it, as

\vell as reap a great deal of

clorv from it*

I fend

de monjieur de Pompons?

par laquelle il me donna I'a-

vis que votre excellence en

etoit un, au lieu du due de

Vitry , 6? me pria de faire

depecber un pajjeport pour

vous, en retenant celuy que

favois en main pour ledit

due de la part de meffuurs

les Etats Gcneraux. Car

pour lespajfeports d'Efpagnc
Us font tous en blanc, &
tfont befoin d'aucun change-
ment fur cette occafion. Ce*

lui'd a caufe le retardement

d'unjour, le pajjeport ne fe

pouvant depecher bierTapres

dinee, puifque les Etats ne

s'ajfemllent que les matins.

Mais en meme terns fay cte

confoli par une fi agreable

nouvelle^ qui m'a donne I'e-

fperancc de jou'ir d'une telle

affiftance & converfation

comme la wire, dont rune

ne me fera pas plus agreabte

que I'autre utile dans une

affaire de ft grande impor-

tance^ & qui merite bien

une main auffi habile &
heureufe que la votre. Ceft

pourquoy je dois pliitotfeli-
citer de ce cboix a fa majefte

trcs-chretienne^ qu'ti votis^

qui aurez pour votre par-

tagc beaucoup de peine fanf

Acute, auffi bien que degloire.
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I fend you a copy of the In- Je VGUS envoye une copie
clofed letter to Meffieurs Col- ae ]a lettre fnvellopee a
bert and d'Avaux, as alfo the

Me/ietirs Colbert & ffA*
refaction of the States men- ^^ CQmm fluffi ^ h ^St^'^
whole affair lies. I beg the <* <* fin 9 us voyez

favour of you to give me Kfiltf de toute cette affaire,

notice by the trumpeter, at Je vcus fupplie de me faire
his return, that the pacquet is favoirpar leretour dutrom-*

delivered fafely into your pette que vcus aurez bien
hands. I am, Sir, your Ex- recm ie pacqueft Je fu^
cellcncy's moil, &c.

Monfisur, D. V. E. &c,

To the Prince of Orange.

Hague, May 29, N. S. 1676.

May it pleafe your Highnels,

'"jpHE inclofure of this letter from his majefty
"** mult bear me out in giving your highnefs this

prefent trouble : it came to me feconded by one from
Mr. Secretary Coventry upon the fame occafion, and
was delivered to me by the lady in whofe favour, I

fuppofe, it was defigned. I told her, I did riot be-

lieve your highnefs would do any thing in thofe kind

of affairs till your return from the field, and me feenv

ed to believe fo too ; but, however, defired I would
fend your highnefs the letter, which I promifed by the

firft ; and that is all my part in this affair.

All that I can fay in another, wherewith your high-
nefs ericharged me, is, that * the perfon chiefly con-

cerned endeavoured to have it excufed abfolutely till

after the peace, and that fuch an anfwer might be

given -, upon which time was taken to confider : fince

which I have heard nothing, but imagine it is poffible

highnefs may by a nearer way.

* The Duke of York.

VOL. IV, R
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Having exchanged the paflports, and difpatched
them to Maeftricht a week fmce, I do not forefee any
thing likely to hinder the French ambaflador's jour-

ney to Nimeguen, though it may be a little delayed

by the count d'Eftrades's exception to his pafs from
the States, which ililes him only Compte, to which
he defires may be added, Marefchal de France. I

fuppofe there will be no difficulty made upon it, nor,

I hope, in the emperor's pafiports, though they are

not yet come , but, I believe, it may have been only

negligence, without any other myftery.
In my lad letters from Madrid of the 7th current,

our ambaflador there writes me word, that after a

confutation in that court upon the propofal of his

majefly's expedient of giving all the paflports him-

felf, the count de Pignoranda had come to him with

a mefTage, declaring that king's confent to it, fo far

as concerned all his dominions and territories fubject
to his obedience. The ambaflador writes farther,

that this refolution was taken there, contrary to the

advice of many pafTionate letters that were written

thither upon that fubjecl from Holland and Flanders,

I thought this was a light fit to give your highneis,
becanfe you would not, perhaps, receive it any other

ways ; for monlieur de Lyra profeiTes to know nothing
of it, and would make a difficulty of believing it,

though I am fure it cannot fail after the manner it

comes to me.

I have not yet fixed the time of my going to Ni-

meguen, expecting other motions that way, nnlefs new
orders prels me from court. I doubt not, but what

pafles in the field will fignify more than what will

pafs there this fummer as to the peace, which- your

highnefs fays (in the honour I received of one from

you of the -i8th) you will labour in. I am very forry
for the accidents you tell me have hindered you in fo

great a defign, and very glad of the hopes you exprefs
of
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of being able to advance it, fmce nothing can be of

more glory to your highneis, and nothing can touch

me more than whatever is fo ; being as I am, and as I

fhall be ever, with fb much devotion and truth, Sir,

your highnefs's moft obedient and moft humble fervant.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, June 2, N. S. 1676.

/"VN Saturday laft I received a letter from the
^^ marefchal d'Eftrades by the trumpet I fent, with

acknowledgment ofmy pacquet inclofing the pafTports
for the French plenipotentiaries, which, he faid, he

had difpatched away immediately to Charleville, ex-

cepting only his own paffport from the States ; this he

fent me, but finding fault with their treating him
Le Sieur Compte d'Eftrades, without the ftile of

marefchal de France, and defiring me to procure
another with that change. This I have done, and dif-

patched it away to him this afternoon ; but could not,

at the fame time, fend him the emperor's pafTports,
which are not yet arrived.

I do not think it can be this default which makes
fo little advance as yet in the preparations forNimeguen,
that Sir Lionel Jenkins writes me word, their fervants

there own to know nothing yet of that matter, and

have no orders to get any thing ready to convey or

receive them. I rather fuppofe, it may be the bufi-

nefs of the compte d'Eftrades's equipage, which he
intends very great ; having fent hither for paftports for

his fervants to buy two-and-forty coach horfes ; and by
a lift the trumpeter mewed me of their intended equi-

page, his {hare is four- and-twenty lacquais, and all the

reft in proportion. The other two will have the fame
number between them. The Spaniards, you know,
that cannot vie with the French in things of more

importance, will not fail of doing it to the height in

R 2 this ^
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this ; and I remember lail year, when the marquis
de Manceras was defigned for the congrefs, a lift was

fent hither of the equipage he intended, of which

there were to be twenty pages. I fuppofe, the marquis
de los Balbaces may not go lower, having, they lay,

a revenue of two hundred thoufand crowns yearly,
befides the allowance for his embafTy. If all be like to

go at this rate in fuch a town as Nimeguen, I do not

fee how we mall avoid one of the three judgments, of

war, or famine, or ficknefs , befides, that it is not his

majefly's intent, for aught I find, that his ambafTa-

dors mall enter the lifts upon any fuch emulations. I

cannot tell if thefe circumftances may make it feem

worth his rnajefty's confidering, whether it would be

fir to write to the feveral crowns concerned in this

treaty, that, to prevent the diforder and inconvenicncies
'

of too great trains in a fmall town, upon the affembl'y
of fo many minifters, his majefty had commanded his

'net to exceed each of them the number of four pages
and eight lacquais, and would be glad the reft would
follow that example. As likewife for all crimes againft
the peace of the place, each ambafTador fhould be

allowed to put his fervants fo guilty into the hands of

the uiual juftice of the town cf Nimeguen; and that

they Should be inftructed to live eafy in all points of

mere ceremony during the ccngrefs, like perfons who
were fent thither with- difpofitions to advance the peace,
and not to fharpen the quarrels of their matters by thofe

of the minifters, which may otherwife very well fall

out. I thought it poilible fome fuch circumftances could

not be amifs to add to circular letters, which his majefty

might fend for battening away of the feveral ambafia-

dors, upon the end fo happily attained in all prelimina-

ry difficulties; for, I doubt, there may be need of fuch

inftances towards the difpatch of the Auftrian, Danifh,

and Brandenburgh minifters, by the difpofitions I ob-

ferve from the motions ofthofe courts thus farofthe way,
- This
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This day one of die States deputies brought me the

inclofed paper grounded upon a memorial given them

by the Brandfenbiirgh miniiters, in a fliie fo brulque,
as I hear, as to deiiie of the States, that till me change

pretended were made in his mailer's paffports, they
would give order to forbid the French plenipotentiaries
entrance into the town of Nimeguen. I hear, he ex-

pects not only to fend ambafladors, but to have them

treated, in all points, like thofe of crowned heads, in

which I neither know his maj city's ftilc, nor that of

France ; but fuppofe, it will be neceffary for us to be

diftinctly informed of the firft.

I was extreme glad to find, by your laft of the i6th,

his majefty's final refolution upon that matter of the

firft vifit, which I ever forelaw would engage us, and

perhaps the congrefs, in fome difficulties. You will

pleafe more particularly to inftruct, whether we are to

give
the firft viiits likewiie to thole that come after us

from the duke of Lorrain or the electors, with

characters of ambaiTadors ; for, I hear, thofe from

the duke and the elector of Brandenburgh will cer-

tainly do fo.

Monfieur cle Lyra will not acknowledge to know

any thing of what Sir William Godolphin writes me,
of that crown's having confented to his majefty's ex-

pedient ; but I have told it the penfioner, who fays,
he will another time defire him to confult with his

instructions, or, at leaft with his letters, to know
whether he is like to be avowed or not. I am, Sir,

your, &c.

To Sir Jofepb Wlllmmfon.

SIR, Hague, June 5, N. S. 1676.
Q1NCE my laft of the zd, I am to acknowledge

the honour of one from you of the ipth pait,
with his majefty's commands concerning an authentic

R 3 cxplana-
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explanation to be drawn from the States, of thofe words

in their refolution of the i8th pad, fj[uc rechange fe

feroit fur ce pied\ as likewife concerning the offices

his majefty defires fhould be made from hence in the

cafe of prince William of Furftemburgh.
For the firft, I do not expect any difficulty will be

(

made in it, having this day fpoken with one of the

deputies prefent at the exchange of the paflports, who
remembers and acknowledges what they then faid to

me upon the interpretation of thofe words ; fo that by
next poft I hope to fend you the declaration you
defire to that effect.

For the fecond, I fhall fpeak with the penfioner
about it the firft time I can fee him ; and fince, I

fuppofe, his majefty defires it only that the thing
fhould be done upon the offices to be performed by Mr.
Skelton at Vienna, I fhall ufe my utmoft endeavours

towards it, by engaging, as far as I can, either the

offices of the States, or fome of the chief perfons

among the commiffioners of fecret affairs (if the pen-
fioner continue to decline it) fo as it may be under-'

ftood at Vienna either by the States minifters there, or

by the emperor's here, that this flate would be glad
his majefty may have fatisfaftion in this point. I

fhall likewife endeavour to engage the Imperial mini-

fters here in this purfuit, and the marquis of Grana,
whofe credit goes a great way, they fay, in that

court. And all this I fhall do as from myfelf, with-

out interefting his majefty's name any further in. this

matter.

I have at length, after many and long difcourfes

about the matter of revifions, received the inclofed

anfwer, which, I fee, contains what the penfioner

always told me, that what they are engaged to by
the letter of their treaty, though againft their inten-

tion and his majefty's, as they were then affured from

;heir amjbaflador, they will yet perform but that

they
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they cannot, upon that pretence, be prefled to things

wholly againft the contention of their government,
and wholly unprovided for by the very letter of the

treaty. I am ever, Sir, your, &c.

To Sir Jojepb WUHamfon.

S I R, Hague, June 9, N. S, 1676.
T A M to acknowledge the favour of one from you of
*

the 26th pad, which had but too juft an excufe

for the hafle of it, upon fo unhappy an accident as you
had been that day furprized with by the fire in South-

wark. I was very glad to find you expected fuddenly
fome determination in the bufmels of the neutral

country, which feems to be the point now moft prefnng
in relation to the congrefs.
The emperor's refident tells me, there is an exprefs

upon the way with the paiiports from that court, and

pretends to expect them with the end of this week.

But I forefee he will make difficulty of delivering

any more than he receives, and you are not yet pleafed
to give me hopes of having two more fent for the em-

peror from France, which I put you in mind of fome
time fince. I do not hear that the French ambaffa-

dors are like to make any difficulty of coming to

Nimeguen for want of thofe pafTports ; nor for the

States having in their refolution of the i8th paft tied

up the exchange, in a manner, to the reciprocation.
Nor do I think they will have need to make any diffi-

culty, or that there will be any danger as to the validity
of the pafiports, though fuch little circumftances fhould

be either refufed or delayed by France. I fend you,
however, inclofed, the States declaration in form, as

you defired, of thofe words, Sur ce pied-la ; relating
no farther than to the claufes immediately preceding,
about the equality pretended in the pafiports.

R 4 I have
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I have been carting about how I might beft fucceed

in what his majefty deiireth to be effected in the bufi-

nefs of prince William. I fpoke firft to the penfioner,
who is obftinate to excufe himielf from meddling in it,

or confenting to any thing from the States in favour of

it , but I put it fo home, from his majefty's having
reafon to expert this point of deference from the em-

peror, after having received fo much greater from

France in the two preliminaries, that he laid, for his

part,
he wifhed the emperor would do it, fo he had

no hand in it. And upon my propofal, that monfieur

Mauregnault mould both write to the States refident

at Vienna, and fpeak to the emperor's here to ppffefs

them both, that the States would be content the

thing were done, and wifhed that his majefty might
not be difobliged in it; the penfioner confented to it,

but defired that I would fpeak to monfieur Maureg-
nault, and that I would do it in his (the penfioner's)

abfcnce, who was going to the prince. Immediately
after he wT

ent, I fpoke with monfieur Mauregnault,
who was content the thing mould be done, but

would not adventure to do it of himfelf j and faid,

this private way had been propofed before by monfieur

Van' Beuninghen, but was not thought fit to be

either done by any of the commiflioners, without

order, nor to be propofed at the council of fecret affairs.

All I could do, was to engage him to fpeak with, the

emperor's minifter laft night, and to endeavour to

polfeis him of it, as what, he believed, was the

opinion of the States, though they did not think fit to

enter into it. From him I went immediately to the

emperor's minifter, becaufe the poft was to part for

Vienna laft night ; and I knew not whether Mr.
Skelton might not have orders already to advance his

journey.
To all I faid upon this fubjedt, though as wholly

from myfelf, and out of a defire that his majefty ihould

not
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not have occafion to think himfelf lefs confidered by
the emperor than by France, he anfwered, that he

wifhed it himfelf-, but that upon the lafl reprefenta-

tions I had engaged him in, he was ordered to fay no

more upon that fubjecl:, becaufe the emperor had

refolved to open that whole matter at the beginning
of the congrefs, and in fuch a manner, as he was

fure would fatisfy all the princes there j befides, he

faid the States had ever exprefTed fo great a repug-
nance in this matter, that he believed his mafter con-

fidered him in it as well as himfelf.
% However, I

did not leave him till he had promifed to write laft

night, and reprefented all the reafons I had given him,
and the afi.iiranees I made him of the States being
rather defirous the thing Ihould be done, which I

knew he would be confirmed in by monlieur Maureg-
nault before the poft parted.

This is all I have yet done, but am refolved

to-morrow to try one point more ; which is, at engage
monfieur Mauregnault to propofe it at the committee

of fecret affairs, which is now very thin, while the pen-
fioner is abfent , and endeavour to engage them either

to write themfelves to their refident at Vienna, or at

leaft to order the greffier to do it; fo as he may
fatisfy the emperor that it is a thing defired by the

States, and will be thought prudent by them to make
fuch a compliment to his majefty at this time. If I

can compafs it, I hope it may go by the poft on

Thurfday night, and you mall have a farther account

of it by next ordinary. I am, Sir, your, &c.

To Sir Jofepb V/illiamfon.

SIR, Hague, June 12, N. S. 1676.
QINCE my laft I engaged moiv'eur iVLuregn ult^

to move the commiffioners of fecm -T >-
s to write

to their refident at Vienna concerning prince William,
and
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and in the terms I propofed, according to what I told

you in my laft. He has been fmce with me, and
told me, he chofe his time when there were but three

more ; but they excufed themfelves, upon their reli-

dent
being

either parting, or already parted, from
Vienna this way , having lately obtained leave to

return hither upon Jiis particular affairs. Though this

be given me in payment, yet I believe the truth is,

they are timorous of acting any thing in the abfence of
both prince and penfioner, without being inftmcted

in either of their minds ; fo that I have been able

yet to go no farther than engaging monfieur de Lyra's,
and monfieur Campricht's offices at Vienna, upon
monfieur Mauregnault's telling them what he thought
was the mind of the States. Upon the penfioner's
return I will try once more, whether he will be con-

tent to be underilood by the other deputies in this

matter, whether he fpeak or no ; which he ever ex-

cufes, upon a folemn vow he has made to the con-

trary.

I told you in a poftfcript of my laft, that the

emperor's pafTports were juft then arrived. The next

day that minifter here put in the inclofed memorial,
which the deputies came to acquaint me with the fame

afternoon. I told them, they might underftand it

as they pleafed, but, for my part, I looked upon it

as a captious thing, and fhould fo declare my fenfe of

it publickly, if upon the fuggeftions in it he made

difficulty or delay to exchange the paflports, fmce he

knew very well the form of thofe from France, and

that they were without the claufe for couriers \ and if

exception had been taken at that, the emperor's parr-

ports might have been drawn up accordingly, as the

Spaniards have been of a fecond edition : that for the

number, I had writ to have it fupplied from France

and Sweden, and expected it ^ but in die mean time,

tp take away all excufe, I was content to exchange one

for
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for one, till I fliould be poffefled
of more. Here-

upon I gave the deputies, the copies of the French and

Swedifh. pafiports, to be communicated to monfieur

Campricht, according to his defire.

Yefterday I fent to monfieur Mauregnault, to

know what was like to be done ; but he returned me
anfwer, that the refident was fatisfied with the form

of the Swedifh, but not of the French -

r and that he

was refolved to put in another memorial, to excufe

himfelf from making the exchange till all was reci-

procal. I went to monfieur Mauregnault, and made
him fenfible how all thefe exceptions of the refident

were exprefly provided againfl by their refolution of

the 1 8th pail, and that the States were to anfwer to

the world for all captious or elufory paces that were

made in this matter of the peace by their allies,

as well as themfelves; fmce it was in their power
to fupport them in it, or to leave them. This after-

noon monfieur Mauregnault fent me word, the

States had refolved their deputies mould go to the

refident, and abfolutely demand that two of the

emperor's paflports, one for France, and the other for

Sweden, mould be put into their hands, to be exchanged
for the fame number from thofe two crowns : that

they, the deputies, were to go this afternoon, and if

they found him, they would give me a farther account

of it before the parting of this ordinary.
I hear of another difficulty made by the Danim

minifler, about the want of an &c . after the words
Dam<e & Norwegite, in the Swedifh paflport, which
both the penfioner and monfieur Mauregnault have re-

commended to me ; but I refufed to meddle in it,

unlefs they gave it me in writing, which they fay will

be done , and then, I fuppofe, you muft be troubled

with it, as I always expected to be with any delays or
difficulties that could be raifed by feveral of the Ger-
man confederates, who hoped to find their account in

the
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the war. But, I believe, though the States feem nor

inclinable to feparate at all from them in the grofs of
the affair, yet they will not fupport them in what is

only captious or dilatory -,
nor could they, I believe,

anfwer it to the popular clamours it would raiie here v

which is an argument I am often fain to have recourfe

to, and not without reaion or iuccefs.

By the extraordinary diligence of this laft pacquet, I

am already poflefied of yours of the goth paft
-

9 to which
I find other return due at prefent, befides the acknow-

ledgment of what you there tell me of his majeity's
refolutions already taken in order to the congreis ;

and the expectation you give me of what will be far-

ther confidered as to the treatment of electoral or

ducal ambafTadors. As much as I have heard, no fuch

have been received in the Spanifh court, but in the

French they have, from the duke of Savoy ; I think

never from that of Lorrain ; and cannot well tell

whether from any elector or no.

I am very glad his majefty falls in with my reprefen-
tations about devolving the care of the peace, and

punifhment of criminal offences, upon the magiftrates
of the town j not only for what you pleafe to remark

for the newnefs of the thing, if it were left to the

mediators, as this ilate has deligned, but becauie it

were impoilible for us to difcharge fuch an office,

without certain diftafte to fome of the
parties, which,

I think, is our part to avoid all that can be. How-
ever, for what may concern ourfelves and our fervants

in that matter, I think it will be necelTary for us to

have mftrucTrions, allowing us not only to propole it

to the reft, but to do it ourfelves, in cafe occafion be

given ; for without orders, I doubt, it will not be

fit for us to fubjeft ourfelves, or any that belong to

us, to any juftice befides his majefty's.
For the compliment you enjoin to be made to the

States, or the penfioner, upon the change of his

majefty's
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majefty's refolution concerning the firft vifits, fmce the

arrival of their ambafTadors atNimeguen, I fhall choofc

rather to do it to the penfioner, at his return, than

pafs any formalities upon it towards the States. What

you intended towards the Dutch ambafiadors already
at Nimeguen, is, I believe, performed ; for among
feveral queries in point of ceremony, which Sir Lionel

Jenkins's great modefty fent me laft week, upon the

expelled approach of the French ambafiadors, one

was, whether to take notice of that matter to the

Dutch ? and, whether before or after he made the vifit

to the French ? Upon his earnefl defire I adventured

to give him my opinion in all of them ; and in this it

was, to take notice of the change of his orders to the

Dutch ambafTadors, even before the arrival of the

French; and to tell them, that his orders being gene-

ral, he would now do the fame to any other Dutch
ambalTador that mould -hereafter arrive. I have
found by Sir Lionel Jenkins's laft, that he was pleafed
to approve of what I had writ upon all the feveral

points, and refolved to do accordingly ; fo that, I

fuppoie, this is already performed, .and in the man-
ner I mentioned.

I fhall fend you a deduction of what concerns the

merchant-adventurers by the next ; and remain ever>

Sir, your, &c.

Since the writing of this, and juft upon the clofure

of the pacquet, two of the emperor's paflports are

delivered me, in exchange with one from France, and
another from Sweden.

To the Duke.

Hague, June i5, N. S. 1676.
May it pleafe your Highnefs,

A FTER fo great an hort-jur as this pacquet*
brought me,' by one from your highneis of the
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3Oth paft, I thought it could not too foon be eithei

acknowledged or obeyed ; and, therefore, I prefumc
to give your highnefs moft humble thanks for the

honour I received, at the fame time I diipatched away
the incloied to the prince of Orange. I very well

remember his majefty's mind, which he was pleafed
himfelf to fignify to me when I was laft in England,'

upon difcourfe of the prince's journey thither, but
never had any occafion to make- ufe of it, till I took

leave of him the day before he left this place ; for,

though his majefty had laft winter ibme jealoufy of

iiich an intention, yet I never heard the prince fay
one word towards it, fince my firft coming over till

then, unlefs it was when my lord chamberlain was

here; and whatever he faid then in my hearing
looked rather like civility, or return of compliment,
than any ferious thought. When he entered thofe

difcourfes upon it, which I gave his majefty and your

highnefs an account of, I told him
his^majefty's mind ;

to which he replied, that he had always thought fo

too, while he had any hopes of the peace being
made ; but he did not fee how that could be, unlefs

his majefty would make it, by declaring the terms

upon which he thought it fit and reafonable for both

parties to agree : that he did not find his majefty

difpofed .to make this peace, having never received

any anfwer to what he had written upon that fubjecl;
and therefore the war being, in his opinion, like

to draw out in length, he was refolved to try, if he

might have his majefty's leave, to make that journey
after this campaign, and thereupon to write thofe

letters he fent me ;
further than conveying them, I

had nothing in commifTion from his highnefs, but

only to endeavour that it might be a fecret. And I

muft confefs, as far as my fhprt fight will reach, I

think there can be no inconvenience in that from

circumftances of all fides, whether it ends here or

no;
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no ; which will depend wholly upon his majefty and

your highnefs.
I am forty this ftation furniihes me with no occa-

fions of entering into your highnefs's more particular

fervice, by the honour of your commands, which

fhould always meet with the obedience that becomes

me, and the conftant devotion wherewith I am, Sir,

your highnefs's
moft faithful .and moil obedient

humble fervant.

To Sir Jofepb Wtiliamfon.

SIR, Hague, June 19, N. S. .1676.

SINCE my laft, I have received from the -French

ambafiadors at Nimeguen two pailports for the

emperor, as many for the duke of Brandenburgh, and

this flate, with three for the duke of Nieuburg ; fo

as there want only from France two for Denmark,
-whofe minifter here is to the full as punctilious as

any other. Thofe for the emperor I exchanged
yefterday, and tranfmitted the three Imperial pafles

immediately to the ambafTadors at Nimeguen, who by
their letters prefied me for them, as well as for the

reft from the German princes. The others I could

not yet exchange, the Brandenburgh miniiters being
out of town, and the Nieuburg pailports not being
yet arrived. Thofe, likewife, fr~m the four German

princes I before mentioned are not yet come ; but, I

queftion not, a few days will bring all into my hands*

Thofe lail arrived for Brandenburgh are in the ilile

he defires, of ambaiTador and plenipotentiary. I do
not hear of any other duke, or prince, befirfes that

elector, that intends to give his minifter the ftile of

ambaiTador, and I wiih he would have declined it ;

for, on the one fide, he expects they fhould be treated

like thofe of crowned heads, and they, I doubt, will

not underftand it fo, I know fome have faid upon it,

that
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that they thought as much ought to be given to a

king's envoy as to an elector's ambaffador* if that

ftile be allowed them : I hear it has never been fo in

France, no more than in Spain , and that the pretence
is grounded chiefly upon his majefty having treated

prince Maurice fo, being ambaffador from the elector

of Brandenburgh ; which I had never heard any thing
of till the other day, from the Lunenburgh minifter

here.

Having obferved in his majefty's inftructions of

December i6th, 1675, to his ambafTadors for the con-

grefs,
that I was commanded to repair immediately to

Nimeguen ; after having procured effectually from the

States whatever mould be found neceflary to be done

on their parts, as well for the actual forming the afiem-

bly, the determining a reafonable circuit of neutral

country next adjacent to Nimeguen, between the two

rivers of the Waal and the Meufe, as for the difpatch-

ing by themfelves, and their confederates, the paff-

ports necefTary for the other parties in the forms that

are proper , and conceiving to have now accompliilied
all three points, the determination of neutral country
between thofe two rivers being wholly left to his ma-

jefty by the States and their allies , and the pallports

neceiTary being all exchanged, and thofe lefs important

being yet every day expeded -,
I thought myfelf

obliged by the tenor of his majefty's faid inftructions,

eipecially upon the arrival of the French ambaffadors,

to prepare myfelf for my journey to Nimeguen : and

having a houfe there already upon my hands, at the

rate of very near fourfcore pounds a month (though
his majefty is not pleafed to confider that, or any other

xpences neceiTary upon this removal) I have given
order for carrying away my goods to Nimeguen with

the firft, intending to follow them fo foon as my houfe,

by their arrival, will be ready to receive me ; which,

I iuppofe, may be about the time that, in anfwer to



to tie King, the Prince of Ofavg'e, &c. 257

this I may know, if his majefty has any further com-
mands for me here before I go.

I remember but two bufmeiTes relating to this place*

that I. am yet to give you the account of*, which are,

that of the Jews petition for Surinam, and that of the

Englifh company at Dort. I promifedyou a deduction

of this laft by a former poft , and have deferred it

only becaufe I would do both together, and fpeak to

the penfidner once more, upon both of them, before

1 did it, which I have not yet been able to do ; but

hope to do it by the next, and give you the account

of them-, as well as of what he will be induced to in

the bufmefs of prince Willliam. I am ever, Sir,

your, &c.

To Sir Jofepb WUHdmfon.

SIR, Hague, June 24, N. S. 1676"^

"t^7 I T H your two laft of the 6th and 9th, I have

received all the feveral papers you were pleaied
to fend me, concerning the feveral parties acceptance
of his majeily's mediation, as likewife what concerns

Mr. Skelton's prefent difpatch. I have, fince my
laft, made my utmoft attempt, both upon the pen-
fioner, and the other commifHoners of fecret affairs,

in order towards the facilitating that purfuit by fome
offices from hence* And though the penfioner con-

tinued obftihate to move nothing in it himfelf ; yet
I prevailed with him, at length, to let the others un-

derftand, that he fhould net diflike their doing it ; anti

that whatever the emperor fhould be content to do
in compliance with his majefty, he believed this ftate

would be fatisfied with. Hereupon I got monfieur

Mauregnault to propofe it again yefterday \ and at

night he came to my houfe, but not finding me within,
he left word with my fccretary, that what could be

done was refolved in that bufmefs \ and that they had
VOL. IV. 3 written
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written to communicate it to the prince, according to

their forms. I have not been able to find him to-day
fo as to know the particulars, but fuppofe they will

amount to fomething that may conduce to the good of

the affair, which I (hall, by next poft give you ac-

count of. I have made all my inftances in this mat-

ter as wholly from myfelf-, but monfieur Van Beunin-

ghen writ them word, that 1 had orders from his ma-

jefty , which I \vas content they mould believe from

him, though I owned it not.

I fend you inclofed a letter for his majefty, from

the duke of Hanover, delivered me by his refident

here, who defired that his mailer's paiiports might
ftyle him duke of Brunlwick and Lunenburghj and
his minifters, plenipotentiaries-, not, winiftres & depu-

tes, as the French ftyle runs to all the German princes,

except thole they feat laft for the dukes of Branden-

burgh and Nieuburg. I obferved in thefe laft, with

fome wonder, that the ftyle ufed not only to the elec-

tor's, but to the duke of Nieuburg's minifters, is,

ambafladeur&pknipotentiGire-> whereas, in the former

paffports lying itill by me, for the electors Palatine

Ment, and Triers it is only mimfires fc? deputes
-

9

which the Hanover refident tells me, he hears none

of them will accept of , and that the Brandenburgh
minifter here was almpil difgraced, for accepting one

in that form, upon the exchange. I received letters

from the French ambafiadors at Nimeguen, two

days fince* excufing, that the two paffports remaining
due to Denmark had been forgot, and promifing to

folicit their expedition by the firft. But the laft you.
fent me for that crown, from Sweden* will not be

accepted by their minifter, giving that king the title

of Qanits only, without Norwegi^ as the firit Swe-

difh paffports run; and it palled, though with fomc

exception for want of an &c. but this is abfolutely
refufed : and Iknow not how ilich difference or un-

certainty
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certainty has happened in the fame matter, and from
the fame hand. You fliall, by the next, receive the

copies you order of all the paffports that have not

pafled your hands.
-, your letter being arrived too late

for it by this ordinary.
I told you in my laft ofmy preparing for my journey

to Nimeguen, upon the feveral points enjoined me, as

neceflary to forming the congrefs, being now fo near,

wound off. But as the inftances of the French am-
bafladors there, as well as Sir Lionel Jenkins, prefs
me to haften that remove, fo the minifters of thofe

princes whofe paflports are not yet exchanged, prefs

my flay till that matter is wholly ended ; and the States

are very defirous to have the neutral country determi-

ned before I go. Between thefe two ; as for the fatif-

faclion of the firft, I have given order for (hipping a-

way the beft part of my hofehould-ftuff to-morrow ;

fo I mall ftay here myfelf till I receive his majefty's
orders in anfwer to my laft. I defire likewife to know
his majefly's pleafure, whether upon my going to

Nimeguen, he would have me leave a fecretary here^
or whether he think the bufmefs here, in my abfence,
will require another hand.

I am promifed the anfwer about the Jews at Surinam

by the next ; and mail not fail to fend with it the ftate

of the merchant-adventurers company * fo as this (hall

give you no farther trouble, than by the affurances of

my being ever, Sir, your, &c.

To my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, June 24, N. S. 1 676.

THAVE, by fome letters from my wife, received fo
*

great teftimonies of your lordfhip's favour to me,
that I find it as hard for me to make the acknowledg

*

ments that become me, as it would be to neglect them

any longer : therefore I could not forbear engaging
S 2 your
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your lordfhip in this trouble ; though I have nothing
elfe to bear me out, befides the humble thanks I am
to return your lordlhip, for concerning yourfelf fo

obligingly in what touched me fo unjulily ; and the

afTurances, that no man can be either more fenfible of

your favour, nor more refolved to deferve it by my
fervices, whenever they be worth your lordfliip's em-

ploying upon any occafion.

I am endeavouring, as fafl as I can, to get loofe

from hence, in order to my journey for Nimeguen ;

where we are like to enter into a wide fea ; and, though
we mould freer the courfe his majefty prefcribes us ne-

ver fo well, yet it will be a great deal fubjedt to the

winds that (hall rife from the humours of the feveral

parties, and the tides that will run differently accord-

ing to their fucceffes. The French have given, of

late, all the facility they could to the congrefs, and

made hade to the place, as defiring no better peace
than upon the prefent plan of affairs. The confede-

rates, efpecially the houfe of Auftria, are fullen, as

loiers ufe to be, and fo in all the paces of the treaty
are flow and refty ; hoping for fomething from the

campaign, which may make room for pretenfions
that would hardly be in countenance as things Hand
at prefent. The Swede is earned for a peace, as hav-

ing more hopes of recovering himfelf that way than

by a war. This ftate defires it as much as any, and

has no pretences of its own ; but dares not break from

their confederates, not trufting England enough, nor

France at all, fo as to depend upon ekher after the

peace is made. Denmark and Brandenburgh are eager
in the war ; finding the Swedes weak, divided, and

unreiievable by France any further than their money,
and fo hoping to drive them this fummer out of Ger-

many ; which, for aught I fee, they may endanger,,
if the concert of the confederates prove anfwerable ta

their ftrength in thofe parts*
With
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With thefe difpofitions the congrefsis to begin ; but

how it will end, muft certainly depend, in a great

meafure, upon the iticcefies that will attend the cam-

paign. The defigns, at prefent, of the confederates

feem to determine in the fiege of Stratfonde in Pome-

rania; ofPhilipfburgh in Germany , and in Flanders

upon that of Maeflricht : and it will be hard if one
of thefe does not occafion a battle, which may be

more decifive than any fiege.
I know your lordlhip has but too much mare in

the trouble of my conftant letters to Mr. Secretary
Williamfon ; and therefore I fhall not give you any
further interruption, than by the very unfeigned pro-
feflions of my being moft pafiionately, and ever, my
lord, your lordfhip's moft faithful and moft humble
fervant.

To the King.

Nimeguen, Sept. 2, N. S.- 1676.

May it pleafe your Majefty,
'IP HOUGH what we writ jointly this day of our
*

conjecture, that feme of the parties, perhaps, on

each fide, would this winter endeavour rather to fall

into feparate meafures with fome of the parties than to

advance a general peace, was grounded upon what Sir

Lionel Jenkins told me he had obferved in his late vi-

fits and converlations with the French ambafTadors,
wherein they owned, very plainly, their hopes and ex-

pectation of breaking the force of the alliance this

winter, by drawing off either the Dutch, or, at lead,
fome of the German princes ; yet I thought fit to trou-

ble your majefty with fome more particular obfcrva-

tions of my own upon this fubject, in difcourfe more

private with feveral of the parties, and which I have

not communicated to any other. Monfieur Colbert,
after much compliment to me the firft month I was

here, of his matter's particular efteem of me, and of
S 3 his
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his own believing that no man but I could make the

peace, in regard of the intereft he believed I had with

the prince of Orange, and of the neceffity there was of

the houfe of Auftria's complying with any meafures

the prince fhould take ; has lately deicended into more

particular difcourfes, of the advantages the prince
{hall be fure to find in a treaty with the king his ma-
fter ; ofthe convenience the prince would find in car-

rying it on privately with France, during the more

public negotiations here , that the late duke of Ba-

varia did the fame at the treaty of Munfter, and thereby
was the perfon that made that peace, and at the

fame time eftablifhed his own interefts with all the

advantage he could propofe himfelf ; that the prince
of Orange might act the fame part here, and with the

fame fuccefs both to the general peace and to himfelf',

that he could negotiate it by no man fo well as by me ;

and none could have a part of greater honour or ad-

vantage than mine would be in the conduct of fuch an

affair. I told him, upon this occafion, the truth of

what I thought concerning the prince and myfelf in

this matter; which was, that though perhaps his

highnefs would hear me talk to him, either of his ge-
neral or particular intereft, as foon as another man,

yet I had never known that perfon who hadaitcunpou-
voir fur non efprit: that your majefly

had found you
had a great deal lefs than yon had reafon to expect,
and that others had none at all, who pretended to

have more than their (hare : that, by what I knew of

the prince's difpofitions, I much doubted the relief of

Maeftricht would not difpofe him to the peace : and

that he would be loth to fit down melancholy at the

Hague with that thorn at his heart : that I heard he

was/cr/ difiti at prefentj but that, when the cam-

paign ended, I fhould have occafion of feeing him,
and fhould then be fure to know the bottom of his

heart ; which I Ihoultf acquaint your majefty with,

and
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and obferveyour directions upon it. Monfieur Colbert

replied, that ifthe prince would by me have given them

any private afiurances, that the carrying of Maeftrichfc

would have difpofed him to the peace, he was lure the

king his mailer would willingly have given him the

glory of it, and employed his army fomewhere in Flan-

ders.; mats qitilnefalloit $as qiiitter
ic certainfour l

:

in-

certain\ that he believed the prince was in ill humour

upon it, mais que le temps le rameneroit j and that he be-

lieved, that would not be before the end. of the cam-

paign.
I obferved in fome particular difcourfes of mon,

fieur Beverning, in a humour when we are apteft to

tell truth, that at leaft, for his own part, he was extreme
ill iatisrkd with the Spaniards, and with the war being

purfued only for the interefts of that crown, who con-

tributed fo little towards it : that he defired the peace
fo much, as, if Spain would not be reafonable in it,

to wifh for it without them. This, I know, is the

fenfe of the fubftantial part of the people in Holland
as well as his , and whether the prince, and the per-
Ibns at prefent in the government, will be able, after

this difgrace at Maeftricht, to keep the fpirits there in

temper enough to cany on the war another year, I

cannot yet, or at this defiance, take upon me to

judge.
I have obferved by my converfation with the Swe-

difh m in ifters, both at the Hague and here, that they
deiire a peace with more impatience than any of the

parties ; and fo far, that, if they cannot have it ge-
neral in a fhort time, they would be glad of a parti-
cular one, either with Holland, or the duke of Bran-

denburgh. They do not think France confiders them
at all in proportion to the loftes and misfortunes they
have engaged them in : and one of their ambafTadors
told me, he did not believe

qiie
les affairesfuffent en-

core dans Vaffictte que la France dcmandoit^ ni qifileftott

neceffaire four leur faire tout de bon foubaiter la paix
S 4 genet&!e.
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generak. He faid this a little myHerioufly, making
me believe, he had already particular reafon to think

Jo, but fhouid, in a little time, know more, and

would then in confidence acquaint me with it.

I doubt it will be necefiary icr me, in the courfe

of this affair, ibmetimes to give your majefty ibme
fuch accounts as this, of what may pafs to me in

particular confidence from fome of the minifters,

either by force of old acquaintances, or any other

motions they mall find towards it , and, poflibly,

they may give your majefty more light than the more

open paces here. But if your majefty will avud the

trouble, and appoint any other perfon, to whom I

fhall addrefs fuch clilpatche^, I fhall not farther pre-
fume to give your majefty thefe interruptions -,

but

content myfeif with -your rnajefcy's pardon for what is

pad, and with your juftice in believing and accepting
that inviolable truth and devotion wherewith I am,
and mail be ever, Sir, your majefty's mod loyal fub-

jeft and feryant,

W. TEMPLE.
To the King.

Nimeguen, Sept. 20, N. S. 1676,

May it pleafe your Majefty,
P O N the prince's return from the army, he was

pleafed to write me a letter, giving me notice of

it, and defiring me to meet him at his houfe near U-
trecht, which I did on Thurfday laft. I ftaid two days
with his highnefs, and had very large difcourfes with

him upon the events of the prefer^ campaign and ap-

pearances of the treaty. As to my own part in them
1 fhall only fay, that they were all applied to thofe

^nds and in that method, which I thought mod agree-
able to your majefty's intentions, and to the feveral in-

fmi&ions I have had the honour to receive from your

.iy,
or by your order, upon this fubject. The

fubftance

T T
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fubftance of all his highnefs's difcourfe I (hall fum

up in as few and as fhort heads as lean for your ma-

jelly's eafe.

He exprefled great fenfe of the misfortune of this

campaign, and faid, he knew very well, Le malheur

defon pcftc^ ou pendant que les autres faifoient lesfantes^

feftoit a luy de fouffrir la honte. When I told him, that

was too hard an expreiTion, and that no body thought
hedeferved, he repeated it again, and faid, Itmuftbe
fo in the opinion of all the world, but only fome few

who knew the infide of the bufinefs: that he faw no

remedy for it with the prefent conduct of Spain, nor

with fuch men as they employed in Flanders : that

fome ofthem were loth to venture the army, and fome
as loth to venture themfelves, and others knew not

how to do either a propos : that I might very well

think, however, that he had no mind to fie down with

the difgrace of fuch a campaign , arid that if the Spa-
niards could but garrifon their towns, fo as to make

any defence in form, he would yet hope he might have
his revenge another year, by milling to no army but
his own.

When I afk, whether he thought the States were
in humour, or the country in conditions to go on with

the war? he faid, He would not diflemble it, they
had a horrible mind to the peace , but fo they had
for thefe two lad years : that they were, however,
able to go on with it, efpeciaily if they were eafed of
their fubfidies to the allies, and would be infenfibly

engaged in it, as they had been thefe two lati cam-

paigns, if they could not have a peace with fome ho-
nour and fafety.
When I took notice of his little inclinations to any

fudden peace, he faid, on the contrary, he had a

mind to it, and that no interefts of his own fhould

delay it
-, but that he could not tell how to come by it

(which words, I remember, lie fpoke in Englifh) : that

he



266 Letters of Sir William Temple

he would deal plainly with me as to his own thoughts ;

that though a congrefs was neceffary, yet, he believed,
we could not hope to make a peace here in lefs than

about four years : that he was of opinion, if your ma-

jefty would have it this winter, you muil make it your-
felf, by telling all the parties upon what terms you ex-

peeled and thought reasonable it mould be made : that

if you would do this, you mult at leaft employ more

private negotiations towards it, and firft found France

to the bottom, inftead of founding him (the prince) 5

and this for two reafons : firft, becaufe France was

fingle, and mailer of their own reiblutions, which
he was not ; and though he could aniwer for himfelf,

yet he could not for thofe he was engaged with : next,

becaufe if his highnefs or Spain mould firit declare

themfelves upon the conditions of a general peace,
France might very well make ufe of it, towards break-

ing their alliance, or the confidence of it, which they
could not do towards France, which had no other

ally but the Swede, and him but every little confidered

either in the peace or the war.

When I would have entered into fome difcourfe of

conditions the mod apparent for the peace, he faid,

That, upon the whole, he did not believe, in the pre-

fent pofture of affairs, France could poffibly be brought
to fuch terms as it was pofiible for the allies to accept,
nor was it reafonable to think or to hope they fhould

after fuch a campaign as had pafled in Flanders : but

it was not yetended in Alface, nor perhaps in Flanders

neither; for though he would not go into the field

again to do nothing, yet, if there fhould happen a good
occafion, he would be gone again at half an hour's

warning : that, however this campaign fhould end

with France, it was like to pafs well enough againft

the Swedes -,
and as they had already eighteen thoufand

men of the Lunenburgh and Munfter troops by the

conqueil of Bremen \ fo they hoped to have thirty

thoufand
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thoufand more next campaign, if the Swedes were

beaten out of Pomerania, which was not unlikely yet
before the year ended.

He faid, we muft talk over this matter again when
the campaign was done, and that we mould then know
better what to fay upon it : that it would be necefiary
for me to come fometimes to the Hague, and to that end

advifed me to get leave to do it whenever I faw occa-

fion.< I told his highnefs, that I had it already, and

fhould make ufe of it whenever his highnefs thought it

necefTary, and would let me know it, as well as upon
any other occaiions of your majefty's fervice there.

I remember no more to trouble your majefty with

out of all our difcourfes upon this matter. There was

one thing more his highnefs faid, which, I think, will

be fit to tell your majelty, though he might not intend

it. He told me, he had received a letter from your
majefty, in anfwer to that he fent by my wife ; that

you had refufed him leave to go over into England
before the peace, and with terms fomething hardifh

(which were his Englifh words) ; that he thought it was.

fit to take an anfwer when your majefty gave it him ;

and therefore he mould trouble you no more about it :

that your majefty beft knew when you thought was a
fit time for him to do it, and, he fuppofed, would let

him know it, fince, it feems, he did not himfelf.

I cannot but add one word of an advice of another

kind, and from another hand, becaufe it was new to

me, and looked considerable. Upon difcourfe with
count Oxenfterne, about the court ofgVienna (where
he had been lately ambaflador) he told me, the em-

peror was fo infirm, that it was not believed he could
ever have children that wonld live ; that this being
forefeen, he found among the minifters there, that it

was refolved, in cafe of his dying without fons, to

leave the whole fucceflion of the duchy of Auftria and
its dependencies to the duke of Lorrian, with condition
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to marry the emperor's fifter, and by this means to

make way for his being emperor, which he did not

believe there would be any difficulty in
3 efpecially when

fuch an accident fhould find him in the head of the

Imperial army.
I humbly beg your majefty's pardon for this long

interruption, and your acceptance of that humble and

hearty devotion wherewith I am, and fhall be ever,

Sir, your majefty's moft loyal and moft obedient

fubjecl: and fervant,

W. TEMPLE.
To the King*

Nimegtien, October 19, N. S. 16
j6.

May it pleafe your Majefty,

T Cannot better acknowledge the honour of receiving
*

your r majefty's particular commands, than by al-

furing your majefty of the infinite fatisfaction I ihall

have in obeying them. I do not remember, that the

reflections I made upon my laft difcourfe with the

prince, went fo far as what your majefty is pleafed
to make upon them in your laft letter. I did not con-

clude upon all which paft, that he had a mind to con-

tinue the war ; but rather, that he was unrefolVed be-

tween the defires of repairing his honour by another

campaign, and the fears of being more in fuch com-

pany as he is joined with in Flanders. But though his

difpofitions feemed doubtful, yet his judgment was in-

deed very pofitive, that the peace would not be made
this winter, unlefs your majefty undertook it, by ad-

vancing fome proportions ofyour own towards it : he

concluded, that we fhould talk it over again after the

campaign r
lhould be ended on all fides : and, indeed,

the winter quarters of the Imperial armies, where-ever

they fall, will open the profpecl: into the next year's
events more than any thing that has paiTed this fum-

mer : for if the French can maintain a defenfive war

2 in
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in Alface another campaign, I believe they will take

St. Omer's, Cambray, or Valenciennes (if not two or

all of them) in fpight of all the Dutch and Spanifh
forces will be able to do in Flanders, unleis a very

great change happen in their conduct or fortune. But
if the German armies fliould enter into France, that

crown may, perhaps, have work enough on that fide,

and be thereby forced to call away fo many of their

troops out of Flanders, as to leave the prince of

Orange an eafy campaign there. This, I find, the

French ambaffadors here apprehend, in cafe the Swede
be wholly beaten out of Germany this feafon, and
the alliance continues united and vigorous another

year. And monfieur Beverning, after all his fanfares
about a feparate peace (which your majefty will meet
with in two of our joint letters by the laft and this or-

dinary) feems too public and affected to mean much
more, than to induce the emperor into thofe meafures :

for, after he had talked himfelf ibber with me upon
that whole fubject, he faid at laft, in plain terms, that

if the Germans would letBrifac alone, and enter into

France next fpring, the States would not make the

peace this year -,
and that they had already taken their

meafures, and found they could go on with the war
another campaign, and with the fame forces they had

'

this laft, or ibmething greater, if there were a good
occafion.

He intends to go again into Holland about the loth

of next month, when the next afiembly will be of the

States of Holland, at which time the coifncels and
meafures are ufually taken for the enfuing year, and

always for the chief expence of it, as near as it can be'

then forefeen. I hope my lord Berkeley will by that

time be here, and then I i"hall take an occafion ofgo-
ing again to the prince , and mall, I fiippofe, be able

at fo critical a time, to make a clearer judgment of

what your majefty may hope from him, as to the

peace ;
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peace ; and neglect no endeavours to give his highnefs
thofe impreflions which are not only agreeable with
your majefty's intentions, but, in my opinion, with his
own interefts too, in the pofture he ftands with friends
and enemies, both at home and abroad. I lhall then

give your majefty a full account of what difpofitions
or motions I find at the Hague, which the French am-
baffadors fay, upon all occafions, mufl chiefly govern
\vhat pafTes here. In the mean time, I mail only beg
your majefty's pardon for this interruption, and your
juftice in believing me what I mall ever be, with the

greateft devotion and truth, Sir, your majefly's moft

loyal and moft obedient fubject and fervant,

W.TEMPLE.
To the Prince of Orange.

Nimeguen, O&ob. 31, N. S. 1676.

May it pleafe your Highnefs,

I
Received lately a letter from his majefty, dated at

Newmarket the 8th of this month, and in anfwer to

the account I gave him of your highnefs's difcourfes

with me at Soefdyke, and your opinions that his ma-

jefty propofing the terms of a peace to the parties will

be the only way ofmaking it. His majefty fays upon
it, that he doubts your highnefs has a mind to con-

tinue the war, which he is lorry for , becaufe, as it is

conducted by your allies, he fears you will not find

your account in it ; and afTures me, one of the great
motives he has for the peace, is the belief that your

highnefs will be the better for it \ that it has ever been

his endeavour, and is fo ftill, to oblige France to de-

clare itielf to him upon what terms they will be con-

tent to make the peace , but if they will not, it mufl

take the forms which the congrefs here will give it j

and if that will not bring it to pafs, his majefty muft

content himfelf with having done what he could to-

wards it, according to the figure he has taken of the

com-
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common mediator. Upon another fubje<5t his majefty

fays, he is glad to underitand from me, that your

highneis is of opinion, you muft learn from his ma-

jefty the time of your going over into England, which

is not yet proper for it ; but when it mall be fo, he mail

be as glad to fee you, as you can with yourfelf.

I have given your highnefs the king's own words

in what 1 have written, between two marks, and in-

tended to have given you a larger account of it myfelf
at the Hague before this, if my lord Berkeley had
come hither fo foon as we were made to believe : it can*

not be long before he arrives ; and will not be long
after, I hope, before I (hall have the honour of

kifllng

your highnefs's hands, and ending the difcourfe we

began at Soefdyke. In the mean time, I am with

great thanks to acknowledge the very great favour

which my wife fays, your highnefs is pleafed to offer,

of lodging me at the Hague, and may very well take

your highnefs at your word, if the weather and my
health continue ill, as they have been of late.

I fend your highnefs inclofecl a letter I received from
Mr. Sidney, which came not fooner, becaufe, as I

found by another, he had great difputes with his fa-

ther before he would give this anfwer. I am very
forry for it; but fince you find the lieutenant colonel

fo very capable, I hope it will be no lofs. In cafe he
has the regiment, major Archer has begged of me to

mention him to your highnefs, for the lieutenant

colonel's place, which I (hould not do, but that I re-

member your highnefs exprefied a very good opinion
of him-, and I find by him, that he cannot (as he

fays) pofTibly live in the regiment he is with Fenwick
and Weafly. I h.ar this kit is endeavouring to turn

out one captain Knight for having been a friend to

major Archer in fome of their quarrels -,
I humbly

beg your highnefs to fufpend any fuch refolution till

I have the honour of feeing you. I am ever, with

perfec^



272 Letters of Sir William Temple

perfect truth and devotion, Sir, your highnefs's moft
obedient and moft humble fervant,

W. TEMPLE,

*To Mr. Secretary Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, January 5, N. S. 1677.

\ N C E my lad, the day after my arrival here, I

endeavoured to fpeak with the pensioner upon thofe

matters relating to this embafly, and ftill remaining
without any anfwer, or, at lead, difpatch. After having
twice excufed himfelfupon his indifpofition, at length
he gave me an hour ; and I found him in thepofture of
a fick man, complaining of uncfieftre lente^ and weak-
nefs upon the lofs of very much blood ; which, he laid,

was
allfanguis aduftus. Which I repeat from his own

mouth, as expreflions that, compared toother circum-

flances of our converfation, made me conclude his ill.

nefs to be at lead as much of mind as of body , and

derived, perhaps* from the fatigue and chagrin of his

bufmefs, rather than his ill conftitutionj though fome-

thing of that be natural to him.

I firft complained of the States delay, not only in

the fatisfaction, but even in the anfwer, due to two of

his majefty's letters, upon the buiinefs of the three

Scots miniflers, which I took to be clear in the words

of the treaty, and i abject to no difpute or evafion. He
confefied, it might look like a neglect in the States, not

to anfwer the letters they had received from his ma-^

jefty , but they had delayed it in hopes his majefty

might have been fatisfied with the realbns their am-
balTadors in England had been charged to reprefenton
that fubject ^ and they were unwilling it mould appear

by their letter, either that his majefty demanded a

thing of them by virtue of a treaty, which they did

not think the treaty obliged them to ; or that any of

the king's fubjects, who were, or ihould be hereafter

banifhed
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banilhed by his majefty, might
from their letter take

occafion to hope for refuge in thefe countries. But if

I would enter into the debate of this matter at a con-

ference with the States commifTioners, and mould not

be fatisfied with their reafons, but defire them in

writing, they would either give them me to reprefent
to his majefty, or elfe they would comprehend them in

a letter to his majefty, in anfwer of thofe they had re-

ceived from him.

I faid, I was refolved to enter upon this matter, and

fee the bottom of it while I was here ; but hoped

they would upon it be fo far fatisfied with the clearnefs

of the cafe, as to anfwer his majefty's demand rather

by compliance than reafons : and fo we refolved to

attend two or three days, in hopes he might at that

time aflift at the conference, fmce he defired it ; and I

knew very well, nothing would be done to any purpofe
without it. I found, however, that the ftrefs of their

pretenfions will lie in the difference between perfons

baiiifhed, and either rebels or fugitives who are named
in the articles. For the penfioner thinks his majefty

may declare any of his fubjecls rebels or fugitives ; and
fuch a declaration is enough (being fignified to the

States) to ground the demand now made. But when
a prince or ftate banimeth any man, they thereby de-

clare him to be a fubject no longer , and have not af-

terwards power to declare him rebel or fugitive, efpe-

cially if he have offered himfelf to the law , as two of

thefe men, he faid, did, and did not fly their country,
but by fentence were forced to do ii. But the ifiue of

this matter I muft refer to our conference, as like-

wife that of the Dort company, and the mips Thomas
and John, which were recommended in your laft ro

my care.

When thefe difcourfes had pafled, the penfioner
afked me, whether I had brought them the peace from

VOL. IV. T Ni-
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Nimeguen ? and I replied, fince he was fo ignorant of
what had pafled there, I would tell him, that they had :

carried their matters there en habiles gens : that to

bring their allies to the congrels they had pretended
to treat by the firft of November, whether they came
or no : that after the day they had found fault with

the powers ; offered at new; made the mediators

courfe from* the one to the other; fpun out two
months time in thefe paces, and thereby were gotten-
in fight of both paniiri and Imperial miniflers, which,,

I fuppofed, was the thing they always intended.

He anfwered me, with fomething in his face both-

ferious and fad, that either I did not know the courfe'

of their affairs here, fmce I left the Hague, or elfe I

would not feem to know them : that they defired the

peace from their hearts, and not only fo, but thought
it abfolutely neceffary : that they would certainly have

entered into the treaty, if the French had either

brought powers in form to be admitted, or obliged
themfelves to procure new ones. I faid, I believed

him, and that they could have found no better way-
to bring their allies to the congrefs.

He-replied, Je vous dirai done encore, que nous ;;'/-

Jifterons pas fur une paixfelon les freteft/ions de nos allies^

& ne rcous reponds pas qiicncics nela ferons memefiparee.
I laid, it was at leaft a matter of that moment, that,,

I believed, they would think of it before they did it.

With this, he drew his chair up clbfer to me, and

begun, with great earneftnefs, a very long difcourfe

upon this whole matter ; faying firft, That they had

thought enough of it already ; and for his part, he

was grown, by thinking much, to conclude it was

without remedy : that they had great obligations to

Spain, for entering into the war to fave this country;,

but therein to fave Flanders too ; but they had made
no ill return by continuing the war now three years

only
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billy for the interefts of Spain, fmce there remained

nothing of confequence between France and them :

that they had, befides, engaged to carry it on this fol-

lowing year, with the fame number of forces they did

the laft , and fo they would, if their allies had per-

formed their parts ; but for Spain, they took no care,

but only to let them fee they were refolved to perifh :

that they fent their fleets home from Sicily without any
of the payments agreed for, and left them to be paid

by the States here at their arrival : that not a penny
could be got of 300,000 guilders they owed them for

carriages and provifions the lafl campaign, and which

was defigned for their magazines in Flanders againft
the next : that they had reprefented to Spain the ab-

folute neceflity of keeping fo many forces in Flanders

as would defend their towns while the prince took

the field, which he was content to do with the army
of this State ; but not a word of arifwer : that they
had then defired Spain to receive fo many of the forces

of their allies, as might ferve to defend their places ,

but, inflead of this, they drove them out of their

country : that, for the emperor, they had always
told him, unlefs his army would march into France*
or give a battle, Flanders could not be defended laft

year, nor this next, unlefs his forces took up their

winter quarters in Alfatia, or that fide of the Rhine $

but at Vienna^ they confidefed Flanders as much as

the Dutch do Hungary and becaufe the Imperial
officers could make greater advantages of winter

quarters in Germany, than in fuch aharrafled country
as Alfatia, their armies mud return this winter, and

thereby lofe all the advantages that might have been

made of the lafl campaign : that for want of maga-
zines in Flanders, two or three of die bed frontier

towns would be loft next year before the Imperia lifts

could pcffibly take the field; and if Cambray, Va-

T 2 Icn-
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lenciennes, and Mons were gone, all the reft would

certainly revolt, confidering the miferies they had al-

ready fuffered, and muft ftill, by a longer war : that

either the prince could not be foon enough in the field

to prevent it, or elfe he would not be able to fubfift

for want of magazines, and the country's being like

to be deferted and wafte by this bufinefs of contribu-

tions unfettled , or elfe he would not be ftrong enough
to venture a battle, or raife a fiege, confidering how
weak the Spaniards would be, how poorly their towns

would be defended, and how ilrong France would
come on that fide into the field while they had no

enemy upon the Rhine : that the prince's friends could

never fuffer him to go into the field only to fee towns

taken under his nofe, and, perhaps, the whole country
loft while he was expected to defend ity and rendered

uncapable of
doing

it by the faults of the Spaniards,
who yet would lay it to his charge, and be the firfb to

reproach him ; which would be done likewife by his

enemies at home, and ill-willers abroad, who would
be glad of the occafion.

In the mean time, from France they could have
whatever conditions they pretended, ekher as to the

reftoring of Maeftricht, or the reglement ofcommerce,
or the advantages of the prince ; and as to this laft,

all they could defire : that they had letters every-

week from the marefchal d*Eftrades upon this fubjec~t,

and from other hands : and, for his own part, though
he mould fall into it with regret, yet he did not fee

what elfe was to be done ; and he did not know one

man in Holland that was not of the fame mind.

This long difcourfe ended with faying, that he did

not talk to me like an ambaflador, but a friend, and

one whofe opinion he efteemed : that he difcovered to

me leur fort, & Icur foible ; and would be glad ta

know what elfe I thought they could do dans I'accable-

ment
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went de cet itat par uneji longus guerre, and all the

circumftances thatnow attend it both from their friends

and their enemies,

I gave him thanks for the conscience he exprefled

towards me ; but defired to be excuied for giving my
counfel or opinion to a perfon who was fo able to take

meafures for the State and for himfelf. But I defired

to know what he reckoned would become of Inlanders

after this State had made a feparate peace? He replied,
that it would be loft either in one fummer or two-, but

more probably in one : for, he believed, the towns

of Cambray, Valenciennes, Namur, and Mons, might
be taken in one campaign; or, if Valenciennes were

only taken on that fide, Cambray would be out of

care, and muft fall of itielf : that after this, none of

the great towns would offer at defending themfelves,
unlefs it were Antwerp ; and for that perhaps fome
meafures might be taken with France.

I afked him, how he reckoned this State was to

live with France, after Flanders was wholly loft ? and
and whether he thought it would not be perfectly at

difcretion ?

He faid, if they could hope to fave Flanders by
continuing the war, they would not think of a feparate

peace , but if they faw it muft be left by one as well

as the other, they thought it beft by the laft ; which
would not only lefs exhauft the State, but be lefs difr

honour to the prince too : that after Flanders was loft,

they would live fo with France, that they fhould rind

it more for their profit to preferve this State than to

deftroy it : that he knew very well., it was not a thing
to be cliofen , but they fhould be forced to it, as men
are fometimes to defperate remedies : that they had

long hoped fome reiburce from better conduct in the

Spanifh affairs : that they had believetifbrneimpreflions
of the German army in France itfelf might have

brought the bufmefs a un cccor.iodemtnt raifonnable :

T 3 that
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that he, for his own part, had ever believed England
itfelf would cry halt at one ftep or other , and if they
would be content to Ice half Flanders loft, yet they
would not fee it all , and the fame of Sicily : that the

king had the peace in his hands for thefe two years

paft, and might have made it when he pleafed, and

upon what conditions he thought fit : that for their

parts, monfteur Van Beuninghen had defired his

majefty to fay whatever he would have in it.,
and that

this State would endeavour it upon any terms his

majefty propofed ; but that he could never get one

word of anfv/er : that he had full power to make any
fort of alliance with his majefty that he defired ; but

nothing of that neither : that lie confeffed it was true,

cunfta prius tentanda
-,
but he found at length it was

immedicabile vulmts ; and he faw nothing left for them
to do, but a feparate peace : that he underftood very
well what I meant by afking how they were to live

with France after the lofs of Flanders ; but he had

caft up that too: that, fir (I, la vifee de la France fera
ifootfur rAllernagne cu fur I*Itdie, quefur eux : that,

in the next place, he knew it would not be their in-

tereft to conquer or deftroy this State, but could make
better ufes by preferring it in a dependence upon them :

that the king had feen their country, and underftood

it fo \ and had faid upon all occafions fince, that he

had rather have them for his friends, than his fub-

jecls : that for their religion, which he had as much
at heart as any man, he did not fear any thing in that

from France neither ; that the king was not./? coijfs de

fa nligiw>> as thereby to lofe any interefts of his State,

'and he knew very well that any force or change in

religion here would quickly deftroy the trade, and

thereby the lea forces of this country, which he might
make better ufe of, than if it were left un grand mare-

cage : but at laft, if their State muft fall in four-and-

tv/enty Jiours, it were better for them to defer it to

the
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the laft ; and that it mould happen at night rather

than at noon.

All this was difcourfed with fo much earneftnefs,

that I was afraid it had done him hurt ; and, indeed,

it left him not in condition nor breath to go on with

a longer converfation. And fo, having laid it was

not a matter to be refolved between us two, and that I

wifhed him health enough to go through the thoughts
and bufmefs of fo great a conjuncture, I left him.

The next morning J went to the prince -,
and after

fome common talk, I told him, I had feen the pen-

fioner, and afked, whether his highnefs knew what
difcourfe had paffed between us ? He faid, No, he had
not feen him fmce ; and allied me what it was ? I

repeated feveral heads of it, and faid, it all concluded

in the neceffity of this State's making a feparate peace ;

and that he faid, there was not one man in Holland

againfl it. The prince interrupted me, and faid,
'
Yes,

c
I am fure, I know one, and that is myfelt" , and I

c will hinder it as long as I can : but if any thing mould
'

happen to me, they will do it in two days time.' I

ailced his highnefs, whether he was ef the penfioner's

opinion in what was likely to happen next year in

Flanders ? He faid, the appearances were ill , but

campaigns did not always end as they began : that

fome accidents might happen, which no man could

forefee, and if a battle fhoukl be given, none could

anfwer for the event. After this, and two or three

iittle things he faid about our indifference in what be-

came either of the peace, or of Flanders, his highnefs
vofe up as if he did no: care for going on farther with

the difcourfe ; and fo broke it off.

I have been very exact in the account of all thefe

paffages, the introductions to them, and often the very
words (which I have marked) becaufe I believe them
the true reprefentations of the prefent difpofitions iiere

in this matter of a feparate peace : that is, -the people
T 4 in
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in general, the towns, the States are all bent upon it,

from an extreme diflike of their allies conduct, both
in the treaty and the war. But the prince alone, upon
whofe honour the allies have wholly relied in all their

negotiations witlj this State, is not yet able to digefl it ;

and being equally apprehenfive of the diilionour may
befall him, either by feparating from his allies by a

peace, or purfuing the war in conjunction with Spain

(whofe weaknefs and ill conduct will make the faults,

of which he iiiufc, in common opinion, bear the blame)
he is certainly, at this time, rnoft extremely defirous

of a general peace, and will not only go into it in

fuch ways as his majefty mall think the moil expe-
dient, but will take it the kinder! in the world, if his

majefiy mould think fit to ufe his offices with France,
fo as to bring it about with honour to his highnefs, in

fome moderate fatisfaction to his allies.

If his majeily interpofeth no further than by the bare

and formal offices of his mediation at the place of

treaty, and the Auftrians hold off, as they have hitherto

done, I fuppcfe the French and Dutch ambafiadors at

Nimeguen will fall into feparate, and, perhaps, pri-
vate negotiations of the differences between them ;

which, I guefs (from the difpofitions I can obferve on

both fides) will be very focn and eafily adj lifted : and

then the Dutch will be ready to ckp up a feparate

peace in two days time, whenever they grow more out of

patience at the ftownefs and unfincerenefs of their allies

in the general treaty ; or more apprehenfive of dif-

honour and ill fuccefs in the war ; or when thefe or any
other ciroumftances mall bring the prince to fall into

the fame opinion with the States upon this matter.

Monfieur Colbert hath in many and particular ciif-

courfes, bcfides others from the marefchal crEfcrades,

told me fo much of their defires to enter into this mat-

ter offeparate negotiations and rneafures with the prince
and this State , of the eafmefs they mould find in points

of
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of commerce, and advantages his highnefs mould re-

ceive by it to himfelf, both in the treaty, and in the

courfe of the king their matter's friendfhip hereafter,

that, I fuppofe, there can occur no difficulty of that

fide, whenever it grows full ripe on this. And there-

fore, I prefume, the knowledge of all thele circum-

ftances would beneceiTary for his majefty's information,

in fo great and fo nice a conjuncture ; and more particu-

larly fo, for his inftructions to us, as to our conduct at

Nimeguen, whenever we meet with fuch motions there,

as are likely to arife from fuch difpofitions here.

I beg your pardon for fo long a trouble, and one

word, if you pleafe, of the inclofed by laft poft from

hence being delivered to his majefty, and your belief

of my being always, Sir, your moft faithful, humble

fervant.

*To Mr. Secretary Coventry.

SIR, Hague, Januarys, N. S. 1677.
T AM to acknowledge the honour of one from you of
*- the 5th paft, fince which time I found it necefiary
for me to make a turn hither, both from a letter of

the prince which defired it, and fome bufmefs relating
to this ambafiy that required a difpatch , and, alfo,

that, in fuch a conjuncture, I might be perfectly in-

formed how the game was like to play, which could

be known no where but here, nor, indeed, by other

hands than thofc I deal with ; which are the prince and

the penfioner. You will have known from my dif-

patch laft ordinary, all I am like to know upon the

fubject of a general or feparate peace ; and I find by
Sir Lionel Jenkins's letter this day to me, that he is

fallen upon the fcent of this laft at Nimeguen, fince I

came away \ and likewife, that he has received fome
letters from court fince I left him ; which looks as if

you had apprehended it there already, and given fome
2 orders
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orders in a late letter about our conducl in the cafe, by
way of proteftation, which he feems much in pain
about, and defires my help in, without having fent me
any copy of Mr. Secretary Williamfon's letter upon
that fubjeft ; fo that I can make no judgment at all of
the thing, how it is given us in charge. But if it mould
be, as I apprehend by his letter, that in cafe we find

a feparate peace between France and Holland, conclud-

ing or concluded at Nimeguen, without our commu-
nication, we fhould proteft publickly againft it in his

majefty's name, I do not well underiland to what

purpole fuch a tiling can be intended. If we diflike

the thing, and it appear to fanguine men at court as

dangerous as to melancholy men in the country, we

may endeavour to prevent it ; but if it be once con-

cluded, our proteftations can, in my opinion, ferve

only to irritate the parties, and bind them fafter to-

gether by the apprehenlion ofour being angry at them

both, and at their conjunction. Nor can I well fee,

cither what ground fuch a proteftation can have, any
more than what efFecl; ; for the parties have not obli-

ged themfelves to his majefty upon his mediation of

SL general peace, either that they will not treat without

his mediation, nor feparately , or, ifthey had, the fame

interefts that force them to break through fomany obli-

gations to their allies would make them as bold with

thofe to a mediator. Beiides, I obierved in monfieur

Colbert's exceptions to our form of powers, he faid,

there was one elTential default in the very difpofitive,

which was, the ornifTion of that claufe, that they

might treat with the adverfe minifters, either with or

without the intervention of the mediators : and fo we

may certainly reckon they will do, when intereit leads

them to it.

I am forced to trouble you with this difcourfe, hav-

ing received this letter from Sir Lionel Jenkins fmce I

doled mine this night to Mr. Secretary Williamfon. I

know
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know not whether what I have faid be at all to the

purpofe, becaufe it is very likely I may have mifappre-
hended the late inftruftions fent us over, which are

mentioned very fhort in my colleague's letter to me.

Befides, I am the apter to think I may be miftaken,
becaufe I remember, upon our defiring inftruftions

two months fmce, how to conduct ourfelves in cafe of

feparate treaties, we had no anfwer given us upon it.

And I will tell you, that not only the allies are of

opinion, that we would promote it ; but the prince
himfelf feems to believe, we would be glad of it;

though I allure him, all our inftruftions run quite

contrary, and impower us only to perform our offices

towards the general peace.
I am ever, with the efteem and truth that become

me, Sir, your, &c.

To my Lord 'Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, Januarys, N. S. 1677.
T
J
PON the incident of a letter juft now from my
colleague Sir Lionel Jenkins, concerning fome

inftruclions he had receive^ fince I left him in relation

to a feparate peace, I thought it neceflary to write the

inclofed to Mr. Secretary Coventry, having already
clofed my pacquet to Mr. Secretary Williamfon ; and
our inftructions commanding us to correfpond with

the fecretarics of Hate ; fo as all advices of impor-
tance are

neceffarily addrefTed to one of them for our

difcharge.

However, I thought what I had written fit to be

prefented to your lordfhip as early as I could, in hopes

you will give your hand towards our full inftruftions

in his majefty's mind upon this matter. For my part,
if I apprehend right what Sir Lionel Jenkins writes to

me about a proteftation, I cannot underftand the drift

of fuch a counfel, nor why one ihould be angry, when
one
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one hurts nobody but one's felf. To prevent the thing

may be a wife and necefiary counfel, and in which his

majefly's meaning ought to have been fignified early,
where it was likely to be of moment to that end , bat

if the thing mould be done, I cannot imagine either

how to ground our offence, or feek our revenge, and

it would be to flay till we ftruck, and then truft to

crying out \ whereas, for aught I know, it were

better to anger either of the parties before a feparate

peace, than both of them afterwards ; and if we muft

ftrain any points of courtefy with them, to do it rather

by making a fair and general peace,, than by complain-

ing and protefting againil a feparate one.

I beg your lordihip's pardon for this trouble, and

your juitice in believing me ever, my lord, your, &c.

To Sir Jofepb Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, January 12, N. S. 1677.
T HAVE received the honour of yours of the 2 6th
*

paft, with a copy of another of the fame date to the

plenipotentiaries at Nimeguen \ for which I humbly
thank you. As to what concerns the points depend-

ing here, I can add little more than what I writ laft ;

but that I have received alTurance that the States will

give fudden order for the returning of the money, and

iecurity given the mailer of the Thomas and John
taken by a Dutch man of war from a Dunkirk caper :

and this they will do upon the affurance I gave them

(from his majefly's letters) of the like procedure on

our fide towards them in like cafes.

All I have left, is, the affair of the three Scots mi-

niflers, which muft be brought to a conference ,
and

that the pensioner's illnefs will not yet fuffer him to

affifl at, fmce it muft be at my houfe, and he has not yet
flirred abroad, but is fomething better to-day, fo as to

give me hopes it may be to-morrow, or Thurfday ; if

not.
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not, I will have it on Friday without him, and drive it

as far as it will go. His illnefs begins to be apprehend-
ed by many, being a continual, though How fever,

and would extremely difconcert the meafures of this

State, if any thing of ill fhould happen to him. Don
Emanuel de Lyra, who has abfented himfelf from his

poft here for near three months, upon the fhame of

appearing without money for the fleet from Sicily, and

that to Denmark laft year, and the want whereof

would have endangered fome trouble at Amfterdam,
if the mips from Sicily had been able to come in

before the froft, writes now word from BruiTels, that

he is preparing to come away immediately ; and that

he mall do it with lefs regret and fhame, being pofTef-
fed of the money due por el Mediterraneo, y el Baltico9

y fin Gafconado ; which are the words of his letter, and

have fo much credit with the prince and the States,

that they take it for a thing done : and it was high
time. The prince tells me, he thinks the remifes

come by laft ordinary to Bruflels are of two millions

and a half of crowns, but that more is expected.
The Danilh minifter prefles very much for money,,

fhips, and men here ; but I believe they will go hard

from this State ; who pretend the Danes may content

themfelves with their new conquefts, and the Spanifti

fubfidies, towards carrying on the war. I know not

whether they reckon- well ; for, however the laft

action in Schonen patted, or however it be told, I look

upon it as very advantageous to the Swedes ; not only

by gaining their point in the relief of Malrnoe, but

alfo by being left mafters of the field in that province.
And though the lofs may have been equal on both

fides ; or, perhaps, greater on the Swedes, yet I take

that crown to have much greater refources than Denr

mark, both in bodies of men of their own natives, and
in the moneys from France ; whereas Denmark will

find very hard to repair the lofs of their foot in this

battle



286 Letters of Sir William Temple

battle without levies from Germany, which will coft

more money than they can well furnilh without the

fubfidies agreed both from this State and Spain.
I intend to get away from hence as foon as poilibly

I can, upon the prefling inftances made me from my
lord ambafiador Jenkins, as well as from monfieur

Colbert and Beverning ; but, chiefly, from the great
embarrafs that you will find fallen upon the bufmefs of
the afiembly, by the irregular demarches of count

Kinfki, whereof I have been this day acquainted, by
copy of the joint letter that goes to you with this

ordinary ; which, if they proceed one pace farther,

as it feems he intends, muft of neceffity break all com-
munication between the Imperial and French ambaf-

fadors, and, confequently, give a flop to the progrefs
of any general treaty. Sir Lionel Jenkins prefles me
fo earneftly to give him my advice by to-morrow's

pacquet, what to do in cafe they receive a fecond and

more formal notification from count Kinfki of his

arrival, in order to a fecond vifit of ceremony, that I

cannot avoid giving my opinion upon it ; fince the

cafe is like to happen before he can receive directions

from you.
I think they are to ufe all endeavours poflible ta

divert count Kinfki from this refolution : firft, becaufc

it is contrary to the flyle hitherto ufed by all ambafTa-

dors in the congrefs. Secondly, becaufe our vifiting
the count a fecond time in form will be to give him
a new honour, which has not been pretended by or

given to any other ambafTador. Thirdly, becaufe

upon this practice the French will certainly make him

no vifit, as receiving from him but half the honour

which he will have done, not only to the mediators,
but to the ambafTadors of all the allies, by two-

formal notifications. Fourthly, becaufe the mediators

have already declared to him, as well as to the French,
their own opinion in the cafe ^ and if any thing at all

be
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be allowed to a mediator, it is regulating fuch matters

of form as thefe. My laft reafon concerns the honour

of the mediation, and fo muft be private among us -

9

which is, that a preference has been declaredly given
to the mediators by count Kinfki in the firft notifica-

tion, which, it feems, is not like to be taken care of

in the fecond.

To gain this point of count Kinfki, it will ber

perhaps, necefiary to employ the offices of the Dutch

ambarTadors, as well as the foregoing reafons ; and,.

pofTibly, to tell him one of greater weight than all the

reft, which is, that if the minifters of Auftria retard

the progrefs of the aflembly by any of thefe motions,

contrary to the ufual ftile and form, it will be inter-

preted as a new and affected delay ; and the end of

that will be, to drive the Dutch into private negotia-

tions, or feparate treaties , whereas the only way to

keep them clofe to a general peace were, for the

Auftrians to exprefs all facility towards it that others

have done, at leaft in the formal and preliminary parts
of it.

If by all thefe reafons and perfwafions, count Kinfki

will not be prevailed with, I think the mediators ought
to tell him plainly, that in cafe of a fecond notifica-

tion, they cannot take notice of it, or make him a

iecond vifit in form, without firft receiving his majefty's

orders, and fo attend your pofitive directions, upon
the account given you by this ordinary.

In cafe count Kinfki will be prevailed with to con-

tent himfelf with the firft notifications and vifits made
him upon them ; then, I fuppofe, the French and

Swedes may be appeafed upon receiving their notifica-

tions fo late ; fince count Kinfki pretends to have yet
notified none but the mediators, and to have received

vifits from the reft without notifications.

For my part, I fee no other way out of this wood ;

and if by count Kinfki's obftinacy it muft come t6

his
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his majefty, I know not well what in that cafe can be

done, but to flick clofe to the flyle already ufed in

the afTembly, where no firft vifits have been [diftin-

guifhed by cognito or incognito ; fmce a change made

by his majefty in this practice will not only break all

correfpondence or vifits between the Imperialifts and

French, but will give an offence, from his majefty to

the French, by giving a point more to the emperor
than to their king

-

9 whereas they pretend to yield only

place to him, but no diilinction of rank.

I thought fit to trouble you with my thoughts upon
this occafton, as well as to tranfmit them to my col-

league at Nimeguen, in regard they may poffibly ferve

to give his majefty fome little light before the refolu-

tion be taken in it. And I will prefume to add one

confideration more, upon the other embarrafs already
fallen out between us and the Brandenburgh ambai-

ladors, wherein it feems his majefty has not yet inter-

pofed hisjudgment : the allegations on either fide are

ib blank contrary one to another, that it is difficult to

determine them , though the teftimony of monfieur

Courtin, Oxenftiern, and Colbert, in what they have

themfelves practifed, or feen praftifed fo often, feems

not eafily to be fcrupled. But the great ftrength of

the Brandenburgh pretenfion will be the late refolution

of the emperor, dated, as I remember, November 25
laft paft, in the praclice intended thereupon in their

favour by the Imperial amballadors at Nimeguen, and

thereupon, poiTibly, by the Spanifh too. Now this

new concefTion of the emperor feems on one fide to

weaken the Brandenburgh allegations as to former

praclice (in which cafe there would be no need of this

new refolution) ; but, on the other fide, it feems to

induce other kings to give them what the emperor
does, to whom they yield in point of place.

This only is to be confidered, whether other kings
will take themfelves to be obliged by the emperor's

flyle
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ftyle to German princes , fmce he may have an intereft

in doing it, toward the decifion of what remains in

queftion between him and other kings. For though
the emperor pretends to be in rank above other crown-

ed heads in Chriftendom ; yet, as I take it, the other

kings confider him only as the firft of kings, but not

as of a rank above them. But if the emperor can

procure, by his example, the electors to be treated

equally in all points with the crowned heads, it will

be an advantage to his pretenfions, fmce there is

certainly a difference of rank between him and his

electors. In cafe Spain gives it, by the emperor's

example, and from confiderations of their prefent

confederacy, both with the emperor and princes of

Germany, the inducements will then be ilronger for

his majefty to do it , and the queilion remaining will

only be, whether his majefty mould do it without

afTurance that France and Sweden will do it too ? For
fmce his majefty has already declared the ftyle he in-

tended the electors, and grounded it upon the prece-
dents of Munfter, and other late afTemblies, if he

mould change his
ftyle, upon the example of the em-

peror and Spain alone, it may feem a partiality to the

opinion and practice of thofe two crowns, and againft
thofe of France and Sweden ; whereas his majefty,
as mediator, may be allowed not to change his own

ftyle but upon a change or confent of all the other

crowned heads.

But the determination of thefe matters muft be

given us by your orders from his majefty to us, and
our parts are no other but offering the fmall lights
we can towards his majefty's better information in

thefe cafes.

Monfieur Colbert fends me word, that they have

received their own phinpouvoirs^ and in fuch a form,

qus monfisur Beverning wwe lui-me;nz qifil a tout ce

qiiil demandoit ; which I take notice of, as fomtthing
VOL. IV. U that
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that has paffed between them without the communica-
tion of my colleague at Nimeguen, for as much as I

obferve by their difpatch. And I doubt not but the

delays of the allies will haften monfieur Beverning,
one way or other, to enter the fooner and deeper into

ike bufmefs, as far as lies particularly between France
and them.

I took notice, in the duplicate of the lafl letter to

the arnbafladors at Nirneguen, of his majeily's pieafure

concerning Mr. Hyde, wham I have not yet feen, his

arrival happening at Nimeguen feveral days after I

left it. But I have given order for the offering him alt

the convenience of my houfe or equipage, during his

flay there
-,
and was furprized with the news, by this

day's letters, of his having already left Nimeguer*
upon his way hither, where I am now like to fee him*

firit. I am, Sir, your, &c..

5T0 my Lord Ambaffador Jenkins:

My Lord, Hague, January 13, N. S. 1674.
T WAS forry to find by your lordfhip's yefterday,

how great an ernbarrafs count Kinlki is like to

bring upon you there, by a proceeding which I take

to be very contrary to all form and ilyle ufed among
ambafiadcrs, either in the prefent congrefs, or any
other place. By what I can guefs from the exaA
account given of it in your joint letter, I judge, thas

in cafe lie perfifb to give the fecond notifications, in

order to fecond vifits of ceremony, itmuft necefTarily

break off all communication between him and the

French ambafladors, and thereby wholly obftruct the-

fair and eafy progrefs of this aiTembly : therefore, in

my opinion, your lordlhip ought to ufe all pofllble

endeavours to divert him from this refolution j and to

this purpole, very many arguments will eafily occur to

you : s iirtr, that it is contrary to all flyle ; becaufe,

if
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if he intended his firft interviews incognito, he ought
either to have come himfelf frankly to fuch ambaffa-

clors as he had a mind to fee, or receive fuch vifits

as were made him in the fame manner, \vithout any
notification ; for any formal notification fignifieth

plainly, that he is not incognito, but owneth a cha-

racter ofambaffador, in right whereof fuch notifications

are always given. Secondly, if your lordlhip makes
him another vifit in form, you give him a double

honour in refpedt of what you have given any other

ambafiador, which is a thing they will all refent. Third-

ly, if this happens, the French will certainly not vifit

him, becaufe he will have given two notifications to

other ambaiiadors, and but one to them, which makes
them plainly go lefs than the reft. Fourthly, it is a

leflening likewife to the other ambafiadors, who have

vifited him upon his firft notifications ; fince he hath

engaged them to make him a vifit in form, and pre-
tends for it to have returned them only a viiit incognito^
wherein there is no equality. Fifthly, the mediators

have already declared their opinion both to him and
to the French ambafiadors ; and if any thing be allow-*

ed them as mediators, it will be certainly the liberty
of directing or adjudging fuch points of form as thefe

are, whenever they think fit to declare their opinion*
If thefe arguments will not prevail with the count

Kinfici, I think you may ufe one more of greater

weight (but as in confidence to him) which is^ that

thefe kind of paces, contrary to ufual form, will be

interpreted as new and affected delays ; and that the

effect of them will be to drive the Dutch into feparatc

negotiations and treaties ; whereas his majefty's inten-

tions aim wholly at a general peace. But the Dutch
ieem refolved not to go on with the war, unlefs they
can mettre la France dans fon tort ; and upon this he

may be brought to advife with the Dutch arpbafladors :

and they on the other fide may be periuaded to env
U 2 ploy
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ploy their offices to divert him from his prefent refb-

lution. In cafe all thefe prevail not, your lordmip, I

think, may plainly tell him, that you cannot make him
a feconcl vifit in form upon his fecond notification,

without firft receiving his majefty
J

s orders, which

thereupon, I fuppofe, you will attend, in anfwer to

the letter that went by laft pod.
In cafe count Kinfki be content the firft vifits already

made mould pafs for thofe of form, and thereupon
will fend his notifications to the French and Swedifh

ambaffadors, 1 fuppofe, you may eafily prevail with

the French to receive them, and make their vifits upon
them before don Pedro de Ronquillo appears -,

in re-

gard count Kinfki declareth, that he hath yet notified

none but the mediators , and that the ground of his

not doing the fame to the French before, feemed only
his doubt, whether upon it they would vifit him cr no.

This is all I can fay upon this fubject., and mould
not have laid any thing at this diftance, and to your

lordiliip, who are fo well able to judge yourfelf upon
all thefe emergencies, but that you are pleafed to en-

gage me to it by your letter ; and I cannot make a

difficulty upon what you fo earneilly defire of me in

this or any other kind, being ever, with fo much
cfteem and truth, my lord, your lordlhip's mod faith-

ful humble fervant.

>no:>

To the King.
:Jfifn

Hague, January 15, N. S. 1677.

May it pleafe your Majefty,
T KNOW no better acknowledgments I can make your

majefty for fo great an honour as I received lail

night by a letter from your own hand, than in the beft

obedience I can yield to the commands it brought me \

efpecially that of giving your majefty, with all fpeed,
an account of what conclufions the prince ihould fall

into
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into upon the fubject of it. I have already had two
audiences from his highnefs upon this occafion, and
difcourfed over the whole thing with the bed advan-

tage I could to what your majefty propofes to your-
felf, and to the prince, with fo great reafon in the

courfe of this affair. I fhall not trouble your majefty
with the particulars of thefe conventions, but give

you, as Ihort and as clofe as I can, his highnefs's laft

anfwer and conclufion upon them , which is this, and
to which he told me he would refer himfelf in the

letter he intends this night to your majefty.
His highnefs fays, that this being the firft time

your majefty has pleafed to tell him plainly the con-

duct you would have him hold in the courfe of this

affair, he is refolved to let your majefty fee how great
efteem he makes of this confidence, .by the moft per-
fect compliance with what your majeily propofes as

the i'irft itep to be made in it, and by falling in with

your majefty in the concert of the reft, as far as he can

poflibly, whenever he fhall know more of your mind :

that their ambafTadors fhall receive orders to give in a

memorial to your majefty in their matters' name, de-

firing and prefling the continuance and enforcement of

your majefty's offices towards a general peace , and

chiefly upon this ground, that they apprehend the lofs

of Flanders without it ; and that his highnefs will fo

concert it here, that this fhall be in fuch terms as will

reach your majetty's end, and (hall be left for you to

make what public ufe of it you think fit : that, becaufe

this cannot be prepared before the next poft, his high-
nefs will this night put into my hands a letter figned

by himfelf and the penfioner, to moniieur Van Beu-

ninghen, giving him order to apply all his difcourfes

in common and particular convcrfations to the fame

end, and even to receive inftrucldons from your majefty
in what manner and terms, in what places, and

to what perfon, chiefly to apply them : that this let-

t) 3 ter
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ter being not to be communicated fo much as to the

commifiioners of fecret affairs here, mall be inclofed

by me to your majefty'sown hands, to ufe as you pleafe;

to give it privately yourfelf, or cauie it to be delivered

by any other hand, and at fuch time as you think fit ;

and his highnefs queftions not monfieur Van Beu-

ninghen's governing himfelf in this affair entirely to

your majefty's fatisfaction : that fof the minifters of

their allies, he cannot anfwer for them, becauie he

knot's yery well, they have not a mind to the peace,
as his highnefs and this State have. That it will be

hard to make them fay what they do not think of

Flanders being loft without the peace ; but that he

knows don Emanuel de Lyra to be fo reafonable a

man, that his highnefs hopes
to bring him to your

opinion, that this conduct is fitteft for their miniilers

in England, and to prevail with him to write effectu-

ally to don Bernardo upon it : and to this end the

prince told me, he would write to don Emanuel dc

Lyra, that it would be abiblutely neceffary for him to

come immediately hither
, and that at his arrival, he

would ufe his utinoit offices to difpofe him to it.

In all thefe paces, his highnefs thinks he goes to the

utmofc length your majefcy can cleiire , and indeed

I could not think of any more to propofe. But, after

all, he laid, he could not engage to go farther in the

endeavours of effecting the peace, till he knew upon
what terms your majeity intended it ; for there are

fome that may be fupported, and others that cannot ;

and fuch as thele they will venture h tent pour le tout,

rather than agree to them : and therefore, it would
be neceflary to know your majefty's mind as fcon as

was poiTible.

I told his highnefs, I would reprefent this to your

majefby -,
but dcfired him to confider, that there might

very well be three weeks or a month's time between

your majeflVs knowing his mind firft, and telling him

your
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your own upon it ; or his highnefs's knowing your

majefty's firft, and then telling you his upon it, and

expecting afterwards a return from your cnajefty. His

highnefs made a paufe at this and other arguments
I ufed towards prevailing with him to explain himfclf

finl} efpecially that of my. believing your majefty
would be more pleafed with it, and take it as a piece
of more confidence from him. And having though j:

a while, he anfwered, that to mew your majefty how

frankly he would deal with you, and with how much
confidence he deiired to live in all that pafled between

you, he would not make a difficulty of explaining
himfelf firft, though he might have reafons to do it :

that if your majefty had a mind to make a peace, he

thought you mud do it upon the foot of Aix la Cha-

pelle, which you would have the more ground for,

becaufe you had both made and warranted it : that for

exchanges, he thought there fnould be no other pro-

pofed upon it, but only of Aeth and Charleroy for Aire

and St. Omers ; which two laft, he thought, imported
a great deal more than the others, unlefs France would

declare, that they ended this war with a profpect of

beginning another, by which they may get the reft of

Flanders : that this is all need pafs between France and

Spain ; and for what concerns the emperor and this

State, that the emperor having taken Philipfburgh
from the French, mould raze it ; and the French hav-

ing taken Maeftricht from this State, mould raze that

too. And fo this whole war fhould pafs cemme un
lourlilhn qui avoit enjin cc.ffe^ apres avoir menace bzau-

coiip^ & fait fort peu de remucmens av. monde.

He faid, for any other interefts that might be in-

volved in this war, it would not be necenary now to fay

any thing of them ; for if thus far were agreed on, the

reft muft follow one way or other : that the emperor
and Spain had propofed other fchemes to themfelves

by the war, and therefore defired the continuance of it,

U 4 and
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and would fail hardly into this ; but if your majefty
did, he would, for his part, do his utmoft to effect it

in concert with you, he hoped with them ; and, how^

ever, defired to know what you thought fit to be

changed in this fcheme he had drawn of it.

I obierved two things to his highnefs upon it ; firft,

that by it the county of
Burgundy would be reftored

to Spain ^ with which condition, your majefty was

abfolutely of opinion, when I laft attended you, that

France would not hear of a peace ; and, I thought,

nothing had fince pafied in the war to make you believe

it Icfs. Secondly, that after fo many conquefts made,
and fo many expected by France at this time, it would
be very hard to believe they could be brought to re^

{lore fuch acquifitions as they were ponefTed of, fo

very confiderable, and without any equivalent. He
anfwerecl to the firft, that Burgundy could not be left

in the French hands, without reftitution of fevera}

other towns in Flanders, upon which fo many debates

would arife, as muft of necefTity draw the bufmefs

into great lengths,
and leave all to the decifion of

another campaign. But if your majefty perfifted in

your former opinion upon that matter, there was no

way but finding out what v/as prcpoled by France, as

the equivalent of Burgundy upon the treaty of Aix,
and regulate it accordingly,

For the fecond, he faid, I had reaibn, and he did

not believe France would do it at this time upon
other motives, than thofe of your majefty's interponV
tion, But if they would not confent to thefe terms,

or forne others near them, that your majefly mould
think fit to propofe, the war muft go on, and God

Almighty muft decide it : that all the allies, befide

this State, clefired nothing elfe ; and the Spaniards be-

levecl, if don John came to the head of their affairs,"

as he might very well be at this time, it would be a

ne\v world with them : and the truth was, that crown.

had
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had great refources, how ill rife foever they made of

them: that one good town well defended, or one

battle well fought, would change the bufmefs : that,

for his own part, he would give in, all that could be,

with his majefty, to bring about a general peace upon
very moderate terms ; but, if France would make
them infupportable, they would venture all rather than

receive them ; and if they hoped the ill conduct or ill

fortunes of their allies would bring this State to make
a feparate peace, let the penfioner, or any elfe, tell

me what they pleafed, they mould never do it whilft

he was alive
-,
and he would fay one thing further to

me, that he had it in his power to hinder it : that, ifhe

died, he knew very well it would be made next day :

but he did not trouble himfelf how the world was like

to go when he was gone out of it \ and, perhaps, we
were the perfons moft concerned to look after that.

This was the end of his highnefs's difcourfe , and
the laft part of it was fpoke with a good deal of emo-
tion ; with which he rofe up ; and I promifed to re-

prefent the whole to your majefty in the trued lines

and colours I could pofTibly (as I have done here) ;

and he told me, he would come to me before this

poft went away, and put the two letters he promifed
into my hands.

I moft humbly beg your majefty's pardon for a

trouble which mould not have been fo long, if it had
not been neceflary ; and that you will pleafe to accept
that true and hearty devotion wherewith I am, and
fhall be ever, Sir, your majefty's, &c.

To Sir Jofepb Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, January 15, N. S. 1677.
T AST night I received the honour of yours of the
*-'

2pth paft, with two from his majefty, one to the

Suites, and the other to me \
the acknowledgment

whereof
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whereofby this inclofed, I humbly defire you will pleale
to prefent to his majefly's own hands with the firfl

opportunity. For that to the States concerning the

three Scotfmen, I intend to deliver it to-morrow,
and have deferred till then the conference I intended

this day upon it. The penfioner is of a fudden re-

flored in a great meafure to his health by this thaw,
and affured me to-day, that he will be to-morrow at

the States, when his majefly's letter mail be delivered ,

and at the conference I will, at the fame time, demand
for the afternoon. The bufinefs is very hard to make
him comprehend in point of juftice upon the treaty,

and will be hard to digeft by the province of Holland
in point of intereil, being one of the great things
which has peopled, and thereby raifed this country :

I mean, the efleem in which it has paffed, of being a

refuge to men miferable at home, or perfecuted by
their awn governments. But I will charge myfelf not

to ftir from hence without an anfwer to his majefty

upon this matter, and will not yet defpair of fuch a

one as he defires.

The great news here, but which is yet in few hands,

is, what the lail Spaniih. courier met (they fay) upon
the way, that don John, at the head of moil of the

great nobility of Spain, was upon his way to Madrid,
to dciirc both the queen and the marquis cle Valan-

zuela to retire from court, and, confequently, to

take poiiefiion of the abfolute miniflry there. Some

fay, the king himielf is in it ; others fpeak as if the

marquis were fo too : but, I find, don Emanuel de

Lyra believes the thing, and that it will be decided in

four-and-twenty hours, and one way or other give an

eflablifhment to their affairs.

Mr. Hyde came hither yefterday from Rotterdam^
not knowing any thing of the orders given by his

majefly for his ftay at Nimeguen. I fhewed him a

copy you had pleafed to fend me of your letter to the

am-
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ambafiadors at Nimegnen, wherein was that paragraph
concerned him. He feemed much furprizecl with it,

and perplexed what to reiblve, having not met it till

he had overfhot the place where it was intended he

fhould receive it. He parted this . morning again for

Rotterdam to meet all the letters he expected there,

but will return hither to-morrow , though I knew not

whether with resolutions of ftaying here, or returning
to Nimeguen, till his commiffion and farther orders

come : but of this I prefume you will have a farther

account from himfelf.

I humbly thank you for the duplicate of your laft

to Nimeguen ; I can pretend to no mare in the appro-
bation you pleafe to give us ; but, I am fure, muft have

a great deal in any faults we made while I was there ,

and can only fay, that I am ever very glad to hear of

them, and iliall be more fo to mend them. For the

offer of our form of powers in French, it was only a

firft draught, and offered but for the parties approba-
tion or amendments , and being done at the defires of

the French and Dutch, it was done in the language

they both uled in their powers : but when we mewed
it the Swedes, we told them, if it were approved, we
intended to offer it in Latjn.

For the offer of his majefty's contenting himfelf

without mention of the mediation, we were very far

from makin gr any , and the fartheit we went, was to

fay, when all the parties defired us to leave it out, we
would give them our anfwer upon it. For the infmu-

ation, that his majefty would not fcand upon that cir-

cumftance, if all the parties defired it, we were moved
to it by the difcourfes we heard of among fome of

the minifters, that the difficulties then on foot in the

treaty were railed by the mediators more than the

parties : but yet what was faid was not till after both

Swedes and Danes had told us, they would never

defire that omiiTion from us. If after this, they flill

were
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were faults, I humbly beg his majefty's pardon for

my fhare of them, and defire your belief of my being
always, Sir, your, &c.

To the King.

Hague, Jan. 19, N. S. 1677.

May it pleafe your Majefty,
WAS forced to give your majefty fo large a trouble

by the laft ordinary, that I fhould not have the

confidence to renew it fo foon, but that I think it be-

comes me to let your majefty know, that, upon the

clofnre of my laft, the prince came to me, and mewed
me the letter he had writ to monfieur Van Beuning-
hen, afking me, whether it would reach what your
majefty deiired. I told his highnefs, what indeed I

thought, that it was as full as could be wifhed, to-"

wards the governing of his private converfation ; but

that your majefty expected fomething that might be

open too and above board ; which, I thought, could

not be otherwife done than by a memorial from the

ambaiTador to your majefty in his mailer's name.
The prince faid, that though the allies would take it

ill, yet it fhould be done ; and orders fhould be fent

him to that purpofe by the next. After this the prince
told me he had writ to your majefty, but not troubled

you with the detail of what had paffed between us,

having referred your majefty wholly to me in that

point ',
and therefore he defired to fee my letter, which

he read, and faid, it was not only what he faid and

meant, but all he could fay, till he knew more ofyour

majefty 's mind. In the mean time, that he looked

upon this as the firft pace of confidence between your

majefty and him : that he hoped it would go on from

this time, and prove fortunate to you both. He faid

he ftiould go to Soefdyke the latter end of this week,
and fpend moft of this feafon between that and Die-

ren ; at either of which places he fnould be in my
reach
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reach to Nimeguen, upon any thing that Ihould come
to me from your majefty, and be necefTary for him to

know, and to take his meafures upon -with me. I

believe one reafon more is, that our commerce there

may pafs with lefs noife than this here has done;
which has given his allies fo. great alarms of my being
here to negotiate a feparate treaty with his highnefs,
that he would be glad to be out of the way, and

avoid their expoflulations upon a matter wherein, tho*

he does them no wrong, yet he makes them not of

his confidence, as he has hitherto done , and is fo

hardened, againfl thofe delicacies he ufed to have in

that point, that upon the emperors's minifter entering

very deep with him ydterday upon the occafion of my
being here, he contented himfelf only to tell him,
that he had yet heard nothing of a feparate peace -,

but fuch a conduct as that of the emperor's has been

thefe two laft years, might put this State upon defpe-
rate counfels : and if Flanders mud be loft, it was

but what the emperor feemed to intend , and that if

he the refident pleafed, he might write to Vienna what

anfwer lie the prince had made him,

I will add only, that as I doubt not your majefty
will have what helps his highnefs can give you on this

fide towards effecting the peace ; fo I cannot imagine

you mould meet with any hindrances at home, after

thefe inftructions fent to monfieur Van Beuninghen *

and after thefe two letters I wrote fmce my coming
hither, to the two fecretaries of State, upon the ap-

pearances of a feparate peace ; which, I am confident,
were enough to convince all men, that your majeily
cannot endeavour any thing at this time of more fafety
to your own kingdoms, as well as glory abroad, than-

the furiden conclulion of a general one. I mall end
this trouble with the fincere profefTions of that humble
and hearty devotion wherewith I am, and {hall ever

be. Sir, your majefty's, etc.
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To the King.

Hague, Jan. 22, N. S. 1677.

May it pleafe your Majefty,
'T^HE prince defired me this morning to beg your

majeity's excufe for thole orders I mentioned to

mcnfieur Van Beuninghen being not yet gone, for

putting in fuch a memorial to your majefty, as might
reach the end you defired. The delay has been oc-

cafioned by returns of the penfioner's illnefs, and the

extraordinary fefiions of the States of Holland ; but

his highnefs aflures me, it will not fail ofgoing by next

poft. He defired me at the fame time to tell your'

majefty, that he has had reafon given him to believe,

France will be content to give Charleroy, Aeth, Ou-

denarde, and Courtray, for Aire and St. Oiners ; fo

that he has been an ill negotiator in what he lafl pro--

pofed ; but hopes your majefty is fo much a friend to

the prefervation of Flanders, as to manage it to the

beft advantage. I promifed his highnefs to fay what
he defired me to your majefty, and in this manner to

your own hand, as he particularly defired it might be.

But I muft obferve one thing I gathered from the pen -

fioner upon this fubjeci, which his highnefs did not

mention : among many overtures he has entertained

me with from France, both general and particular to

this State, he told me in a vifit to-day, that France

would be willing to give thofe four towns for tv/o, in

cafe Sweden might be reftored to all they had. loft

I afked him what was to become of Burgundy ? and

he faicl, to return to Spain, fince the proportion was

the peace of Aix la Chapeile, with only that exchange
-

and that he had it from a good hand. I told both

him, and afterwards the prince, that I doubted it upon
that point of Burgundy. The prince is of opinion,
that if France be obftinate in not reftoring Bur-

gundy,
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gundy, fome temper might be found in leaving it

neutral by agreement. The prince goes to-morrow to

Soefdyke, and I mall return, God willing, to Nime-

guen the day after ; his highnefs having concerted,

upon any neceffary communications from your majefty,
that I fhall make a ftep thither or to Dieren, which will

be done without much noife for a night or two. I have

been forced, in my own
j unification, to give Mr. Se-

cretary Williamfon this night an account of fome dif-

courfes of monfieur Colbert, which I fhould not

otherwife have mentioned. I hope your majefty will

think fit fuch matters be private as they were intended,

fmce, at one time or other, you may make ufe of that

difpofltion in him and others to enter a little further

into confidences with me than with other minifters.

I am and mail be ever, with perfect devotion and

truth, Sir, your majefcy's, &c.

To Sir Jofeph Williamfon.

SIR, Hague, January 22, N. S. 1677.
rpHE unufual length of my conference with the
* States deputies laft Thurfday left me no time to

give you an account of it that poll : and a vifit I re-

ceived to-day from the penfioner hath left me no oc-

cafion to trouble you with the particulars of fo long
and warm arguments as palTed on both fides upon it.

I will only fay, that the bufmefs of the three Scots,

minifters hath been the hardeft piece of the negotia-
tion that ever I yet entered upon here, both from the

particular intereils of the towns and province of Hol-

land, and the general efteem they have cf Mackaird

being a very quiet and pious man, but chiePiy from
the firm perfuafion they have, of not being obliged to

it by any bare letter of his majefty, [without any
icntence halving pafled againft them, by which" they
are adjudged rebels or fugitives : and, on the con-

trary,
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trary, after a fentence of banifhment againft Mack-
aird and Brown, .which, they fay, is by all writers

efteemed wholly to extinguish their lubjeclion, and,

consequently, his majefly's right of declaring them
rebels after they are banifhed, and become fubjects to

another ftate. And they fay, his majefly would have

no reafon to take notice of any letter from the States

declaring any inan a rebel, without a copy of the fen-

tence pronounced againft him to that purpofe , the re-

ciprocal whereof they expected likewife from his

rnajefty upon thefe occafions. But I found the king's
honour fo far engaged in this matter, by three feveral

letters which muil have been public, that I have left

no fort of arguments uneffayed with the prince, the

penfioner, and deputies both of the provinces and

towns, to procure his majefty's fatisfaclion, and make
it pafo for a thing fo neceiTary to difpatch, that it hath

taken up two long debates in the States of Holland
thefe two days pail, though their meeting was intended

but for five days, and for no other bufmefs but the

levies of monies neceffary for the campaign
-

9 yet
this morning the penfioner came to give me, hopes,
that it might be effected this very day, and at leafl

the affurance, that he would ufe his utmoft endeavours

in it ; and that the difpatch mould be made by a letter

from the States to his majefty, which mould be put
into my hands to go by this very ordinary , fo that I

will reckon upon it as a thing done, unlefs I fee my-
felf forced to dole this pacquet without it. I inclofe

the States refolution about the fhip Thomas and John,
recommended by his majefty's letter, with the affur-

ance of the like dealing on his majefty's fide in the

like cafes. For the merchant-adventurers ofDort, not

only the penfioner, but all the deputies, have renewed

the former afiurances given me of its receiving a final an-

fwer nextordinary feilion ofthe States ofHolland,which

Is to be in February. And for the (hips taken upon pre-
tence
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tence of trading from enemy's to enemy's port, the

States have, upon my inftances, written a fecond letter

to the admiralty of Zealand, to require their fpeedy
anfwer ; upon which the deputies promifed their en-

deavours to fee juftice done in that matter.

The prince goeth early to-morrow morning to Soe

dyke, where he intends to pafs as much of this feafon

as the affairs here will give him leave ; and in cafe I

receive the fatisfaction and letter for his majefty lex-

peel this night, upon the affair of the three Scotfmen,
I fhall begin myjourney towards Nimeguen, either to-

morrow morning, or the day after ; finding nothing
more that requires my prefence here, and being much

prefled to my return. In the mean time, having newly
received yours of the 5th, I find a paragraph in it,

which I think it will be necefiary to anfwer by this dif-

patch, though I have not my letters here to which I

might have fome occafion to refer.

You are pleafed to fay upon the fubjec"b of a feparate

peace, that his majefty puts much weight upon what I

laid in mine of the 5th, of monfieur Colbert's many
and particular difcourfes to me, as well as the mare-
fchal d'Eftrades, of their defires to enter into this mat-
teroffeparate negotiations and meafures with the prince
and this State

-,
which are the words of my letter , and

that you being called upon in the point, could not find

any thing mentioned till now, or, at leaft, not fo as

that I had found caufe to make that important judg-
ment I feemed, in mine of the 5th, to hr.ve made upon
it ; which was, that I fuppofe there could occur no

difficulty on that fide, whenever it grows full ripe on
the part of Holland.

I will confefs in the firft place, that if I never had
met with the leaft motive for this iuppofition from any
difcourfes of the French ambaiTadors, yet I fhould
have been of the fame opinion ; and never yet met
with any man that doubted it -

5 rmce the confequences
VOL. IV, X of
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of a feparate peace between France and Holland muft

be the lofs of Flanders, and the dependence of this

ftate upon France, which are too great interefts ever

to be neglected by-fo wile a crown. But I mail now
tell you what farther reafons I had to believe it, from

the difcourfes I mentioned of the French ambarTadors,

iince you are pleafed to put me upon it , and that which

might before h'ave palled for vanity to trouble you
with, is now grown necefiary for my own juftification

in what I writ to you upon this fubject.

You may pleafe to remember what I writ to you up-
on my mil particular vifits with thofe two ambaffadors

after my arrival at Nimeguen ; the overtures, and, in-

deed, inftances they made me apart, of entering into

particular intelligences and negotiations with me, fepa-

rately from my colleagues ; and in order to clcie any

particular meafures that might be entered into between

them and the prince of Orange by my intervention.

You acknowledged my private letter to you upon that

fubject, and laid, you had (hewed it his rnajeity, but

gave me no fort of reflection upon it, either from his

majefty or yourfeif, by which I might know whether

it was fit for me, or no, to entertain or encourage any
fuch commerce, diftinct from my colleagues ; and

thereupon I took up the refolution to avoid it, and to

continue the anfwers I had firii: made upon fuch over-

tures, of my having nothing at all, diftmct,from my
colleagues ; either in his majefty's inftructions, or (as

they call it) h;s fecret ; or any thing that would bear

me out in any feparate negotiations with the prince ;

or any other fteps than thofe of a general mediator.

Notwithftanding all this, monfieur Colbert continued

very particular applications to me of this kind, but

with inftances much more prefiing, about the time of

the
prince's

return from the campaign ; and efpecially

jn two very lorg and defigned converfations, which he

grounded upon letters he had received to that purpoie
from
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from the king his mailer. His difcourfes began with

Iiis moil Chriftian majefty's eileem of my being able to

contribute more than any man to the peace -,
fince it

depended wholly upon the prince of Orange, and I had
more acquaintance, and (as he would have it) intereft

with his highnefs, than any other minifter. That

nothing could be done of fo much fervice to the prince,
as inducing him to enter into particular negotiations
with the king his mailer. That if they two could a-

gree, the reft of the parties mull fall into the meafures

they would take : the kindnefs the moil Chriftian king
ever had for the prince's family, and efteem for his

perfon ; the eafinefs hewould mew in all that concerned

particularly the intereils of his highnefs and this ilate :

and thereupon he prefixed me, by all poffible arguments*
to undertake the bringing about this intelligence ber

tween his mailer and the prince. When I excufed my-
felf, upon our inftru&ions beingcommon to us all three,

and impowering us only to offices of a general media-

tion, he told me, nothing elfe could make a general

peace; and that it had never been made at Munfter,
but for the duke of Bavaria's acting in the whole mat-

ter, by concert with France, under-hand, by which
he received all the advantages he could propofe to him-

felf : and the prince of Orange ought to play the fame

game in this prefent treaty, and would certainly meet
with the fame fuccefs. Nor was it once, or twice, or

thrice only, that I have been entertained with thefe

difcourfes
-,
nor from themfelves alone, but from fome

of my friends too upon their fuggeilions ; which was

enough to give me fuch a fuppoiition as you mention,
that there could be no difficulty on that fide, if the

thing mould once grow to be ripe on this. However,
I fuffered them to pals as matters only ofparticular con-

verfation, and not worth troubling you with , fince it

was like to have no effect, by my excufmg myfelf al-

ways from entering into any fuch intelligences without

X 2 his
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his majefty's exprefs command ; and by my Ending no

appearances of the prince ofOrange giving into any ftich-

meafures, though other ways have been made ufe of

to give him the impreflions, by a continual correfpond-
ence which monfieur d'Efirades holds with perfons
here t^ that purpofe. And I fuppofe you have rea-/

fen to think I was not deceived, both by what I told you
the prince faid tomeupon the fubjeft of a feparate peace,
the day after that long difcourfe upon it with the pen-
fioner, and likewife by what his highnefs faid to me
fince, that it mould never be while he lived, and that

it was in his power to hinder it ; which I then gave
his Tnajefty an account of. And yet I am of opinion,

that if, beyond all expectation, the laft remifes of

money had not come from Spain , and that the Me-
diterranean as well as Baltic fleets had come to be paid
off, before any money had been paid by Spain to the

admiralties here, the prince would have found diffi-

culties to carry on the war without endangering a

mutiny at Amfterdam. On the other fide, I am very
well perfuadedto have given you, in mine of the 5th,
the true fcfceme of what will be the procedure of this

State in the treaty it Nimeguen*; 'which is, to .enter

into the matter as icon as they can, to adjuft the points
that are particular between France and them ; and af-

ter the piropofal of fatisfaclion to their allies, to leave

the management of that head to the allies themfelves;.

and fo appear, as to their own part, to be hors d'affai-

res, and thereby lie ready to take fuch meafures as time

and conjectures fhail fuggefl to them. But as the

prince's firmnefs feerhs to fecure this point while he

lives, atlcaft, if he be right in the calculation of his own

power, fo I am of his highnefs's opinion, that no-

thing can prevent it, if any thing' fhould happen to his

perfen. And that, on the other fide, by all the difpo-
fitnns I 'dlfcover here, both in the prince and States,

his majeity hath yet never found a more favourable

con-
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ronjunfture towards the effecting what he hath fo long
defired, and employed fo much of his care in, as the

happy meditation of a general peace, wherein I fhall

endeavour, at my return to Nimeguen, to purfue his'

majefty's intentions, both upon our firft initruclions,

and thofe we continually receive from your hands, by
his maj'efty's command. I am ever, Sir, your, &c

To my Lord Treafurer.
<

My Lord, Arnheim, Jan. 25, N. S. 1677.

1HAD
only leifure, in my laft, to acknowledge the

honour of two I had then received from your lord-

{hip, but fhall now anfwer the particulars of them,
and give you as much light, and as little trouble by
it as I can. The offer his majefty made the prince,

concerning an alliance after the peace, was received

by his highnefs with all the fatisfaction that could be j.

and he faid immediately upon it, that he would fend'.

it to the penfioner to be communicated to fome of the

States, who, he was fore, would be as glad of it as he;
and would take it as a fign of his majefty's concerning
himfelf not only in his highnefs, but in the fafety

"

of this country: and that for the condition his majefty

required; of no alliances in prejudice of it, he fuppp-
fed his majefty did not mean thofe they were already w

engaged in, and, he was fore, they would enter into

no new ones, but in concei t with his majefty, in cafe

he would bring them out of this war : upon which he
defired me to acquaint him with his majefty's thoughts.
Thus far I had reafon to believe the advance made by.-

his majefty would not fail of having all the effects,.

your lordfhip tells me, you then propofed to your-'
ielves : but when I acquainted his highnefs with the

fobftance of Mr. Secretary Williamfon's letter, after

cafting up cliftinclly what it amounted to, he faidtr
he would die rather than make fuch a peace: and af-

X 3 terwards.
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terwards, that he would rather charge a thoufand men
with a hundred, though he were fure to die in the ac-

tion , and feveral fuch defperate things as thefe. Af-

terwards he talked a great deal in colder blood , how
loft he fhould be in honour to his allies, and to all

the world, by fuch a peace as this
-,
and that the prefT-

ing them to it would have the fame effect as if he

absolutely broke from them by a feparate peace. I

told him, that whilft he confidered his own honour on
one fide, his majefty muft confider his on the other,

if he fnould now make fuch proportions to France as

his highnefs defired, after having been their ally in

the war, and being now a mediator. The prince an-

fwered me, that when I fpoke of his majefty's ho-

nour, I could mean it only in the efteern of France ;

for he believed every body elfe would think it more
honour in the king to make a reafonable peace, than

to fuffer Flanders to be loft \ and thereupon he fell

into a great deal of difcourfe, what the effects of that

would be ; and whenever it was, that this State muft
of necefllty fall into an abfolute dependence upon
France, and could never think of defending itfelf by
any alliance with England: that this country was
not made to be the ftage of a long war, by being

wholly a place of trade, which would all die wherj

the country came into that condition; and that, be-

fides, being of fmali extent, the taking of cne or two
towns by France would bring them into the heart of

all their provinces. I told his highnefs, all that was
true , but yet I knew him fo well, as to believe he

would venture it, rather than, fee this State grow a

province to France, as' muft follow that which he

called falling into a dependence upon them \ and that

I knew he was not made to ferve. He faid, perhaps,
I was in the right ; and yet, he believed, he fhould do
forne defperate thing or other, rather than come to it;

but that would. do us no goods and either with him,
or
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or without him, the thing muft come to that ifiue, if

Flanders were once loft. I told him, I believed the

king was as unwilling to fee that as his highnefs;
but afked, how his majefly could propofe fuch a peace
to France as he defired, after fuch a war as the allies

had made for thefe two laft campaigns, and with fuch

appearances as v/ere of the next, even in his own opi-

nion, and by the pensioner's difcourfes to me upon
that fubject ? The prince faid very plainly, That I

had reafon ; and that they could not hope for fuch

from France, as things now flood, unlefs either his

majefty's kindnefs to him, or the intereft of his own

kingdom, would put him upon letting France know,
that/he defired it ; and he was fure, if that v/ere done

they would come to eafier terms than he (the prince)
had already propofed. If the king would not make
the peace, he knew no remedy, but muft try how the

emperor would make the war ,
and if he would do it

as the State had propofed to him, and as they had it

in their hands at Vienna to do if they pleafed, he

might yet hope for a peace that way, fmce he could

not do it this : that for his own part/ he muft go on,
fince he was in ; & quand on eft a la granae mejfe on y
eft; meaning, I fuppofe, one muft ftay till it was

done, for there was no getting out.

I afked him, What I mould fay about his majefty's
offer of alliance ? He faid, he could make no anfwer till

he had fpoken with the penfioner and the commiflion-

ers of fecret affairs ; but he would fay fomething of it in

his letter to the king *,
but that was not the bufinefs

now : it would be very well if the war were ended ; and
Ihould leave this ftate in a condition to- be defended :

but they had now a difeafe upon them that they were

dying of, and we told them what they mould do when

they were recovered. Thus he ended the difcourfe ; and,
to lay truth, the moft unfatisfied that ever I faw him in

my life. And I have given your lordfhip all the parti-
X 4 culars
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culars of this converfation, which I had omitted in

the account I gave Mr. Secretary Williamfon , con-

tenting myielf to give him the grofs of it ; being by
jiis example induced to write a good deal in cypher,
when I had none with me that I thought fit to ufe in

a bufincfs of this moment : and my own eyes will not

go through with it \ and therefore I am apt to truft td

a conveyance, which, in near fix years embafiy in

this country, never yet failed me once.

Your lordfhip does me too great honour in defiring

my opinion concerning the terms of peace, as they
now have pafied between his majefty and the prince,
wherein I cannot prefume to mix ay lenie ofmy own.
The prince told me abfolutely, he had gone as low as

lie could, in his firfc fcheme I fen: from the Hague :

and by what his majefty was pleafed to difcourfe to me,
with great freedom, when I was latt in England, I am
not apt to believe he will go much farther than what
he has already figniried by Mr. Secretary Wiliiamfon's

letter : fo that I do not fee any appearance of their

falling into a concert upon this matter ; which I am
forry for, upon -particular reafons between his majefty
and the prince, and upon general ones of the war,
and confequences of it. For I am apt to believe

Flanders in danger of being loft this fummer, or in

fuch a way to it, as not afterwards to be faved : and I

doubt the prince and penfioner tell us the truth of thk
State falling into an abfolute dependence upon France

whenever that happens ^ becaufe. I remember mon,-

fieur de Witt told me the fame thing very often, after

our alliances -with -this State for me defence of it in

1668. And I know about three months before thofe

were made, when the Dutch defpaired of our entering
into the defence of Flanders after the peace of Breda,

they had fo perfectly agreed the terms between them
cf dividing Flanders, that it was hindered only by the

angle diffent of the province of Utrecht. And the

pen-
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penfioner in his difcourfes at the Hague put me in

mind of it, by faying, amongft other things they could

have by a feparate peace, that I could not tell whether

they might not have Antwerp and Oftend, which, I

remember, were part of the conditions in monfieur de

Witt's fcheme. Upon the whole, confidering how
both his majefty and the prince (land tied in different

points of honour upon this matter, I know nothing
like to falve all, unlefs upon this refolution in Spain,
that court fhould be content to break their marriage
with the Emperor's daughter, and endeavour it with

mademcifelle the duke of Orleans's daughter ; and

France, in confideration of that marriage, fhould- be

content to part with fome towns in Flanders, more
than they would do upon a peace without a match -,

fince this way it would be done, at leaft, with honour.

IJmow not whether, in fuch an affair, his majefty

might not ufe both his lad offices in France, and a

peribnal intereft that he has (as I take it) in don

John.

This, for aught I fee, can be the only expedient
between the two great difficulties in the peace ; which

are, that the affairs in Spain are fo ill in Flanders, that

the allies cannot think fit to make a peace upon the

prefent foot, or any thing near it , and on the other

fide, thofe of France are in fo good, that it cannot be

expected they fhould eafily be prevailed with to reftore

much by a peace, when they are in fo fair appearances
of gaining flill more by a war, at leaft, in Flanders

and Sicily.

If ever a peace fhould be made, and leave Flanders

in a condition of being defended, and the prince alive,

I do not think there can be any difficulty in taking
thofe meafures with this State which his majefty has

offered, and in the manner he mall defire. As for

that circumftance your lordlhip mentions for me to

endeavour the obtaining, efpecially having been

offered
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offered before on this fide ; I take it to be a thing that

muft be eftablifhed upon private and particular confi-

dence between the king and the prince, and not by

any public or private treaties, coniidering the confti-

tutions of this government. And this I remember to

have faid to his majefty upon it, and he was pleafed
to be of the lame mind.

Your lordfhip will find in both our common letters

of laft poft and this, an embarrafs fallen out between

us and the count Kiniki, about the communication of

his powers to the French, before that of the French to

him. "We have made the befl excufes we could ; but

to the thing itielf, the truth is, it will not bear it ;

though he may, on the other fide, be too rigid in the

offence he takes, and fatisfaction he expects : but

there was a fault made, and it neither was the firft,

nor will it be the laft ; and it was forty to one a greater
had not been made next day; and fuch as, I believe,

would have broken all commerce between us and fome
of the ambaffadors here. I am, my lord, your5

&c.

To Sir Jofeph WilHamfon.

SIR, Arnheim, Jan. 28, N. S. 1677.

TV/TY laft was of die 22d from the Hague. The next
*

day being Saturday, I vifited the penfioner, upon
my refolution of going out of town fo foon as my
letters then due fhould arrive, the prince being gone
to Soefdyke that morning. I told the penfioner the or-

ders his majefty had given us at Nimeguen, to take off,

upon occafion, the impreflion made there among the

allies of his majefty's favouring a feparate peace , and

aiked him, whether he thought it of fervice to the

prince
for me to fay fomething of the fame kind at

the Hague before I left it , the jealoufy having been

as great among the minifters there, as at Nimeguen ?

He
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He told me It was not worth my while, and that he

was content they fhould believe it, fince it was in their

allies to help it, or not, as they pleafecl : that he had

the day before told the emperor's mimiter in plain

terms, that if the conduct at Vienna continues what it

had hitherto been, nay, if it did not fall abfolutely
into the meafures the date infilled on, by the igth
of next month ; this ftate would be forced to make
a feparate peace, and he was content the emperor
fhould know it. I told him, it might be a fit lan-

fuage

to hold to the emperor's minifter ; but that

knew the prince too well to believe it : that he had

told me, it fhould be never while he lived and that

he had it in his power to hinder it. The penfioner

replied, that he fhould come to it with as much re-

gret as the prince himfelf \ but that his highnefs

might be forced to it by the ill conduct of his allies j

and if not by that, by mutinies of the people here

upon ill fuccefles of this next campaign : that this late

revolution in Spain had mewed what could be brought
about by the violent humour of a people ; and that his

highnefs knew this country too well to go too far

againfl it : that, in fhort, it would depend upon the

emperor and Spain ; for if they took right and vigo-
rous meafures, they might yet hope for a good ca,m-

paign j if they followed fuch as they had hitherto ufed,
this ftate would be forced to a feparate peace, unlefs a

general one could be made before the action of this

year began. This is all I remember material in his dif-

courfes j befides valuing what he had carried for his

majefty's fatisfaction, both in the States of Holland
and States General, fo much againft the humour of
both, in the bufmefs of the Scots miniilers, for whole

departures within the limited time, he faid, orders
had been already given.

^

On Sunday morning I received yours of January pth,
the inclofed pacquet from his majefty ; upon

which
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which I immediately began my journey towards Soef-

dyke, where I arrived on Monday afternoon , but met

there only a letter from the prince, inviting me .to

come down to Dieren , his highnefs having gone out

that morning a hunting* with intention to lie there

that night. On Tuefday night I came to Arnheim, and

yefterday morning went to Dieren, where I found the

prince, and delivered both his majefty's letters. Upon
reading the firft, he feemed extremely pleafed, and;

faid, it was all the aiTurance that could be given, and

that he would fend it that afternoon to the penfioner,
to be communicated to the committee of fecret affairs*

to whom, he was confident, it would be the welcomeft

thing that could be , and yet he would give them
notice of the fecrecy required in it. I told his high-

nefs, I hope he obferved the condition fpecified of

making no alliances in prejudice of this : he anfwered,
that^his majefly could not mean thofe they had already;
and for any new ones, he would undertake it, while

his majefty continued in this mind. After this he

read the fecond letter, and faid, it was only of cre-

dence to me in what I mould fay of his majefty
s

s mind
about the conditions of the peace. I difcourfed the

whole over in the fame manner and order, and, as

near as I eould, in the fame terms wherein I was in-

ftrufted , valuing the whole as fuch a fcheme his ma-

jefty thought poffible to be obtained of France, rather

than fuch as he thought to be wifhed, if the matter

where whole, and the affairs of the allies in a better

pofture. I obferved the prince of Orange change
countenance when I named Cambray, yet he heard rne

go through the whole fcheme \ and when he had done,
he faid, that dinner ftaid, and that he would talk of it

after he had dined: fo we went up, but as he was

near the door, he turned and faid, thoughwefhould talk

rnore of it after dinner, yet he could
fey,

in few words,
all
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all that was to be faid to it; -which was, that he muft

rather die than make fuch a peace.

After dinner we fell again into the difcourfe. He
aflced me diftinftly the particulars, and caft them up
feveral ways what they would amount to, both as to the

prefent (late of things, and that upon which the war

begun : as, that Spain muft by it part with Burgundy^

Cambray, Aire, and St. Omers, inftead of the five towns

mentioned by his majefty. He faid, I had fpoiled his

dinner
-,

that he had been thinking it over while he

fhould have eat ; but upon the whole, was of the

fame opinion he told me at firiu upon it , and that all

iTiuft be ventured fmce he was in, and there was no

other way out. I told him, I fuppofed he would give
his majefty his own thoughts upon it ; but hoped he

would think it over a little more, and in all its cir-

oirnftances, before he did it : he replied, that he

would write that very night to the king, and fend me
his letter next morning, fo as it might go by this poft;
but that to fave his majefty trouble, he would refer

him to me for particulars, and only touch fome points
in general. Pie then defired me to let his majefty know,
that he had been very plain in what he had told me

upon this matter of his own thoughts, when he writ

laft to the king : that he had gone as low as he thought
he could with any regard to his allies, or the fafety of

this country : that he doubted whether Spain would
ever have been brought to it ; but if his majefty would
have fallen in, he would have ufed his utmoft endea-

vours : but for this, he was certain they would not,

though they were fure to lofe all Flanders by the war ;

and that he would never propofe it to them : that if;

Holland mould make the peace upon thefe conditions,
it would be the fame thing as to make it feparate,
and would have the fame effects, by lofing wholly
their allies, and thereby cafting their dependence ab-

jbiutely upon France : for if Spain were left in this

ftate,
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ftate, Flanders could be defended neither by Hol-

land, nor by England itfelf, whenever France fhould

think fit to invade it : that if Flanders were once loft,

Holland could not poflibly be defended by England
againft France ; and they would be forced to take

their meafures with them, rather than be made the

ftage of the war ; that hereby, what his majefty was

pleafed to offer in his firft letter, would come to have

no effect ; and that depended upon the iffue of the

war, whether Holland would be left capable of being
defended, or deferving the honour of fuch an alliance

with his majefty. Fie concluded, that what he faid

at firft, was all that could be faid from hence ; that

if his majefty proceeded farther in this matter, it

muft be with France , and thereupon repeated what
he had faid feveral times before, that if his majefty,
either upon kindnefs to him (the prince) or confidera-

lion of what his own crov/ns might be concerned in

this affair, would help him out of this war by a gene-
ral peace, upon any reafonable terms, there were no

meafures his majefty fhould defire, which he would

not fall into with all the readinefs and fatisfaclion that

could be: if his majelty would not concern himfelf

fo far in it, he muft leave it to God Almighty to de-

cide it as he pleafed. I defired the prince to think

again before he writ to his majefty ; but he faid, he

would certainly write to night ; and that all he could

think of any bufinefs, was thought in an hour's time ,

and therefore he defired me to write this as his anfwer,

which, that I might not miftake, I repeated over as I

apprehended it, atjd his highnefs faid, it was right:
and I have kept clofe to it in what I have written

*,

which is all I mall, or indeed, can trouble you with

upon this fubjecl. And, I think, his majefty has be-

fore him, from my feveral difpatches fmce I left Nime-

guen, the perfect and clear ftate of all matters and dif-

ppficions as they play here, which yet may alter by the

accidents
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accidents that the fpring or fummer lhall bring forth ;

but, I believe, -not till then. Upon the clofure of this,

I intend for Nimeguen, and there fall into the foot-

fteps I left ; and hope to recover my health, which

has fuffered a good deal by this journey, and which

I fhall always referve for the occafions of his ma-

jeily's fervice. I am ever, Sir, your, &c.

To the Prince of Orange.

Nimeguen, Feb. 6, N. S. 1677.

May it pieafe your Highnefs,

1 Received a letter from Mr. Secretary Williamfbn by
*

his majefty's command, in anfwer to the account I

gave him of your highnefs's difcourfes to me at Die-

ren upon the fubject of his majefty's laft letter to

your highnefs.
I find the king apprehends, by the way and manner

of your highnefs's anfwer (in return to what I dif-

courfed to you there, as his majefty's thoughts in con-

fidence between you, about the conditions of a peace)
that what his majefty had offered upon that fubjeclr,

had not been rightly underftood by your highnefs, or

by me ; becaufe, firft, the thing is not meant to be

any proportion that the king would make (which his

majefty thinks is not in his part, nor has he any au-

thority to do it) but merely a confidence between him
and your highnefs, in return of what you were pleafed
to afk of his majefty by your letter of the i5th

paft ; upon which the king gave his thoughts, framed
and applied particularly to what your highnefs had re-

pre-fented of yours as to the main conditions of a peace.
Next, his majefty obferves, that the change ofCam-

bray was' not a direct part of the principal fcheme there

offered ; but is added, in the fecond place, as what
his majefty propofes were to be wifhed, in his opi-
nion, for the making, as it were, a double frontier to

BrufTels,
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BrufTels, if it could be obtained from France, And
farther, his majefty obferves, there were fix towns

propofed to be reftored to Spain upon that exchange ;

fo as his majefty is of opinion, that what he has pro-

pofed, if it could be got, would be better for Flanders,

(which is the great thing the king thinks he ought to

have in his care) than what even your -highnefs pro-

pofes. And therefore his majefty defires you would
think a little farther of the thing, and not let it fall fo

very flat as you feemed to do by your lail anfv/er,

without trying what it can be beaten out to : for

things of this kind cannot be expected to have their

perfection upon the firft elTay ; but muft be wrought
upon with patience and temper. And fo his majefty
defires your highnefs will do in this, and let him
know your farther mind upon it \ which his majefty
defires in the point, for the great care he is in to

have this matter of Flanders fecured before it be too

late.

But if, after all, your highnefs dill continues of

your own mind, and that you fo defire it, his majefty
will very readily hand forward, in the beft manner he

can, this or any other fcheme your highnefs mail

think fit to have him hand towards France, and give

your highnefs the beft account he can of the fuccefs

it hath. But his majefty cannot but think ftrange,
the thing having been taken up in confidence between

him and your highnefs, and fo refolved to be handled

between you, ihould thus be wholly let fall by your

highnefs.
This being what I have order to write to your

highnefs upon this fubject from his majefty, I jfhall

not prefume to encreafe your trouble any farther, than

by the profeftlons of that pafiion and truth wherewith

I am ever, your highnefs's moft faithful and moft

obedient fervant*
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To Sir Jofipb Willlamfon.

SIR, Soefdyke, Feb. 26, N. S. 1677.

Friday laft I received a letter by an exprefs
from the prince, by which he defired me to meet

him at this place on Sunday, as I accordingly did ;

and had lail night a long converfation with his high-,
nefs upon the fubject of my letter to him ; which, as

you will have obferved by the copy I fent you, was a

perfect extract of what you were pleafed to write to me
by his majefty's command of the 3oth pail. I repeat-
ed to him again his majefty's apprehenfion of his

highnefs having miftaken the thing as it was offered

by his majefty -,
in regard that Carnbray was not made

a direct part of the principal fcheme ; but added only/
as the king's opinion, for making a fort of a double

frontier to Bruffels, if it could be obtained from France :

and alfo, that by his fcheme there would be fix towns
reftored to Spain ; whereas his highnefs had reckoned

there would be but five.

The prince replied, lie underftood there would be
but five of thofe that were given to France by the

peace of Aix ; and that you had given v,n antre tcnr a

crtte fiffcire, mais quc cela ne change pas la chofe. But
that the difference was plain between his majefty's

thoughts and his ; for his majefly intended they fhould

treat fur le-pied de ceque la France fGffedo:t a prefent, &
que ks eclanges fe fcroient Ja-defj'us ; whereas his (the

prince's) meaning was, that they mould treat upon the

foot of Aix la Chapelie, and that the exchanges mould
be made upon that.

I told him, his majefly defired, however, that he
would think a little farther of it, and not let it fall

fo fuddenly, fince his majefty's defign was the fecuring
of Flanders before it were too late : and that, however,
if his highnefs fhould continue of the fame mind, the

VOL. IV, Y king
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king would be willing to hand over to France any
fcheme the prince mould think fit, and give him the

beft account he could of it.

The prince replied, that he had confidered enough
of it , but did not well know what he could fay more

upon it at this time : that when he had firft fpoke
to me of it at the Hague, he was not only very defirous

of a peace, but of opinion that it might have been

compared this winter, and thought it was fitter for him
to addrefs himfelf to his majefty upon it, than go any
other way ; both becaufe he believed his majefty de-

Tired the peace, and was alfo concerned that Flanders

fliould not be loft : that he had made ce pas d'avance,

in telling the king his thoughts upon the terms ; and

had fome reafon to hope, that France might have
a
been

contented with them, if his majefty had fallen into the

fame mind : that he was very forry the king's thoughts
had been fo different from his, and fuch as he is lure

he cannot agree to, if he be a . man of honour, con-

fldering how lie ftands engaged to his allies : that he

is not at all confident, he could have brought them to

what he had propofed; but fliould, however, have

endeavoured it, and whenever his majefty's thoughts
came nearer his, that he fhall be ftili glad to know
them : but he now looked upon the campaign as begun^
and believed, at the very time we talked, the guns
were playing before Valenciennes, and that the fuccefs

of the campaign would every clay change the preten-
fiohs of the parties in point of the peace : that, for

his own part, he now law no hopes of it ; but ex-

pected a very long war, unlefs Flanders fliould be

whollyloft ; and, in that cafe, the States muft make the

beft terms they could : but he confefled he was of the

Spaniards mind, that it was better to lofe Flanders by
a war than by a peace : that he believed Valenciennes

would be taken, and perhaps St. Omers too ; and the

more towns were taken, the more difficult the peace
would
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would be, fince there could be found no equivalent
for them upon a treaty : that he expe&ed a very ill

beginning of the campaign, and to make an ill figure
in it himfelf ; at leail, till the Germans took the field :

but he was in, and muft go through with it ; and the

beft was, that few campaigns end as they begin : that

he gave his majeRy thanks for his offer of handing any

propofition from him to France ; but that was never

his meaning , for, if it had, he could eafily have found
a directer way : but his intention was to eiiter into a

confidence with his majeiiy alone upon that fubject 5

and to owe a peace to him, if they had agreed upon
the terms. But if any thing be propofed to France

otherwife than as his majefty's own thoughts, it muft
be from the alliance, and not particularly from him.

I afked his highnefs, whether he would not write

to the king upon this fubject ; but he excufed it upori
his having fo many other diipatches lail night upon
his hands, and his going fo early this morning to the

Hague ; upon which he defired me to let his m^jefly
know all we had been able to fay upon it : I repeated
it to him as near as I could to what he had faid ; and

upon his approving of it, immediately fet it down iri

writing according to what I have trahfmitted now to you.
His highnefs went this morning by five o'clock to-

wards the Hague, and talks of going from thence iri

eight or ten days. I have ilaid here till this afternoon

upon the difpatch of my letters, that I might not lofe

this poft ; but am now returning towards Nimeguen ;

and mall not lengthen this trouble beyond the arTu*

ranees of my being ever, Sir, your, &c.

Y 2
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70 my Lord Treasurer*

My Lord, Nimeguen, March 26, N. S. 1677.
T WERE not excufable to offer your lordfhip many
* troubles of this kind, at a time I know you have

fo many of another j yet having lately received an in-

timation from my fon, of your lordfhip's defire to

know if I had lately heard of any project offered by the

French to the prince of Orange towards a peace ; I

thought it became me to tell your lordfhip myfelf,
that iyice the account I gave Mr. Secretary Williamfon

of what paffed at my lafl interview with his highnefs
at Soefdyke, I have not heard of any thing of that kind,

'farther than the jealoufies of don Pedro de Ronquillo,
about ibme private negotiations between them upon
the articles of the marine treaty, which he the more

apprehends by the delays of the Dutch ambalfadors

to enter into that matter here, as they pretended to

do within few days after the exchange of the preten-
jfioris between the parties. If there be any thing of

that kind on foot, I believe it is between the mare-

ichal d'Eflrades and the penfioner, by the intervention

of one Peffer (as I remember his name is) who was

penfioner of the town of Maeftricht when the French

took it ; and who has kept up a correfpondence of

letters with the marefchal ever fince his return into
T T 11 J
Holland.

The penfioner had formerly fliewed me feveral of
thcfe letters in general terms, about the advantages
the State might find in a peace with France. And
when I was lafl at the Hague, he told me, he newly*
received two with very particular overtures : I would
fain have feen them, 'but he excufed it, upon know-

ing that I was bound to give an account of them to

court-, and fufpefting that no other ufe would be

made of them there, but comrnuni
eating

all to France,

y/hich
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which would lofe the pensioner's credit upon fuch

occafions.

On the other fide, monfieur Colbert and d'Avaux
have told me, that the reafon of their mailer's fending
monfieur d'Eftrades hither inftead of the duke de Vitry

(who was in the firft commifTion) was, the polrriTion

he had given the miniflers in France of the great cor-

/efpondences he had in Holland. Upon which point,

though I know he is very pretending, yet I do not

think it goes farther than what I have mentioned, and

had not reached any thing particular with the prince
when I faw him laft.

Befides, I left his highnefs fully refolved upon the

profecution of the war this campaign, without more

thoughts of the peace, after that tranfaction with his

majefty had failed: and I hear don John has not

only performed with him in what payments were due
to the admiralty at Amfterdam, but in an advance of

50,000 crowns, and. a fund for the reft of his high
-

nefs's perional debts from Spain, and likewife had efta-

blifhed a courfe that will not fail, for the tranfmitting
two hundred thoufand crowns a month for the affairs

of Flanders and payment of the allies. So that I do
not well fee what can prevent the courfe of this cam-

paign, unlefs the emperor mould fail in what he
allured the prince of Orange, concerning the motions

and conduct of the German armies, either by the un-

certainty of the counfels ofVienna, between the differ-

ing factions of the duke of Lorrain and Montecuculi

in that court ; or by the faultering of fome of the

princes of Germany in the alliance, which has been of
late fufpecled of the dukes of Lunenburg. In thefe

cafes, or any other that fliall hinder the German a: ~

mies from drawing oft the French forces from Flanders

into Germany, it will not be in the power of the prince
of Orange and the Spainards to fave the reft ofFlanders

this fummer : and what meafures that will draw on,

y 3 of
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pf force, between his highnefs and France, I cannot

tell , but otherwife, if the Germans perform what they
have promifed their allies, it may be a warm fummer
on that fide ; and the poor remainder of Flanders,

after the lofs of St. Omers and Cambray (which the

French ambafiadors here afilire themielves of) may
be laved by diverfion

*,
for otherwife it never can.

Thus I believe that affair plays at prefent. In the

mean time I muft confefs to your lordihip, I was
;

troubled to find the prince go into the field fo ill

fatisfied with that fcheme of peace \vhich his majefty,

by Mr. Secretary Williamfon's letter, ordered me to

Communicate to him ; and the more, becaufe fome

words he let fall in the heat of difcourfe, made me
doubt, if he mould have a mind hereafter to make

any overtures to France, he might do it by fome other

way than by his majefty. For as to the thing itfelf,

he thought what the king propofed was the utmoft

that France would have afked : nay, he faid, he

had reafon to believe, when he fpoke to me firft, that

France would have accepted even what his highnefs

mentioned, if his majefty would but have propofed it

as his own opinion , and he wondered his majefty
would not make that pace, and, at leaft, fend his

highnefs the anfwer of France upon it. Then, for

the manner, he was as much uniktisned, as with the

niatter of it. He faid, Mr. Secretary Williamfon

thought he could make him miftake the thing, by
giving it un autre tour ; and that he could fatisfy him
with la cnme fcltie : and afked, why fuch dealing with

fo plain a man as he (the prince) was ? and faid, that

if he had thought qiCon auroitfrij raffaire de eel air la

te would neyqr have troubled them with it in England,
and could have found a nearer way to France.

I faid what I could to fatisfy him , but he has a way

pf falling downright into the bottom of a bufmefs, an4
is to be dealt with no other way that ever I could find ;
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and upon this occafion faid a great deal very fharply
of fome of the king's minifters dealing artificially

with him, and believing they could talk him into any

thing ; which, he faid, was not a way to do bufinefs,

and only fhewed the mean opinion they had of him,
that they thought was to be dealt with by fuch me-

thods as thofe. I am ever, my lord, your, &c.

?o Mr. Hyde.

SIR, Nim'eguen, May 21, N. S. 1677.
7 AM to acknowledge the favour of one from you
* of the 8th, and the teflimonies it gave me of the

continuance ofyour kindnefs to me, and remembrance

of our converfation here, v/hich, I queftion not, will

begin again where it ended, at what time, or in what

place foever it happens to be renewed. Since you tell

me, you know no more of your return hither than I

find by your letter, I will enter no farther upon a dif-

courfe you feem refolved to let fall, but attend the

effect of thofe good words you give me, about em-

ploying me in your fervice here, when you begin to

look this way. I fuppofe this day will for the prefent
have turned your thoughts upon another fcene, and by
the motions whereof they have either hope or fear

that the meafures of this will be influenced.

For my part, I am fo much a ilranger to the coun-

fels in England, that I cannot pretend to give myfelf
the lead account of them upon this occafion, and

much lefs to other men that are very inquifitive after

them ; and am very well content to be fo ; for, you
know, all my politics are at an end with that ofmy late

negotiation at the Hague : and I pretend no more than

to do a plain duty while I am in thefe employments,
and pafs a private eafy life after this is ended ; and,
inilead of care to mend the world, bufy my thoughts
no farther than with that of mending myfelf. All we

Y 4 wifli
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wifh is, that we might at one time or other lofe the

reproach I told you, offluctuation -perpetuelle,
and re-

folve for good and all what ends and points are fitted

for us to purfue, and then bend, our endeavours in

Heady couries to bring them about j and when one

way fails, try another, as we have good examples.
And I think in politics, as well as morals, it is a good

queftion of one of your friends and mine, though our

colleague's enemy -,

Efl aliquid quo tendh^ et in quod dirigis arcum ,

An pattim fattens corvos ?in tafflm fequti *' j j.

there I leave all thefe kind of thoughts, and wifh

you happy fuccefs in this feilion of parliament you are

entering, and the good fortunes and entertainments

you propofe to yourfelf at court, or any where, and

to myfelf many occafions of exprefling how much I

am your mod faithful and mod humble fervant.;

To my Lord^BI/hop of Rocbefter.

My Lord, Nimeguen, May 21, N. S. 1677.

JAM unacquainted with thanks or praifes, having fo

little deferved any, that I mud judge of them ra-

ther by the report of others, than by any experience
of my own. But if by either, I underdand any thing
of them, all the charm or value they have, arifes

from the edeem a man has of the perfon that gives
them, or the belief in fome meafure of his own de-

ferving them. The fird of thefe circumdances gave
fo great an advantage to thofe I had lately the honour
of receiving from your lordlhip in a letter delivered

me by Mr. Dolben,that the want of the other was but

neceflary to allay the vanity they might otherwife have

given me. But where a man can find no ground to

gutter kirnfelf upon the thanks he receives, he begins
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to confider whether they are praife or reproach ; and

fo, I am fure, I have reafon to do in the acknowledg-
ments your lordihip is pleafed to make me of any
favours to your fon, who has never yet been fo kind to

me, as to give me the leaft occafion of obliging him.

I confefs, I mould have been glad to meet with any,

though I do not remember fo much as ever to have

told him fo ; but if he has guefled it from my counte-

nance or converfation, it is a teftimony of his obferving

much, and judging well, which are qualities I have

thought him guilty of, among thofe others that allow

me to do him no favour but juftice only in efleeming
him. It is his fortune to have been beforehand with

me, by giving your lordihip an occafion to take no-

tice of me, and thereby furniming me with a pretence
of entering into your fervice, which gives him a new
title to any I can do him, and your lordmip a very juft
one to employ me upon all occafions.

Notwithftanding your lordmip's favourable opinion,
I will allure you, it is well for me, that our work
here requires a little fkill, and that we have no more
but forms to deal with in this congrefs, while the

treaty is truly in the field, where the conditions of it

are yet to be determined. Fata viam invenient
*,
which

is all I can fay of it ; nor mall I increafe your lord-

ihip's prefent trouble beyond the profeflions of my
being, my lord, your lordmip's moft obedient, hum-
ble fervant.

To my Lord Treasurer.

My Lord, Nimeguen, June 25, N. S. 1677.
T F I pretended to make your lordmip the acknow-

ledgments I owe for the honour and kindnefs of

your laft letter, this, I am fure, would be made up
of nothing elfe ; and therefore, when I have afiured

your lordihip, that no man could be more obliged
than
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than ! was by it, nor more fenfible than I was upon
it ; I mall tell you, without more circumilance, what

my thoughts have amounted to upon the confideration

of that propofal you are pleafed to make me from the

king. His majefly has always been fo gracious to

me, but fo much more particularly in the opinion of

my being capable of ferving him in that fiction your

lordfhip mentions, that if I were worth that fum, or a

greater than what, it feems, Mr. Secretary Coventry ex-

pects, I would the readied in the world lay it down,
either upon this occafion, or any other, or upon none

at all befides the lead fignification of his majefly's

pleafure. But in the condition of my fortune, I will

allure your lordfhip, it were as eafy for me to coin it,

as to find it any other ways ; my father living ilill,

and keeping the whole eflate of the family -,
and the

beft hufbandry in fuch employments as mine have

been reaching no farther than to bring the year about,

unlefs, upon the change of them, fome prefents
attend it. But, if either it fhould arrive that I fhould

out-live my father, who is very infirm, or that this

employment fhould end with the prefents ufual to

mediators, I mall leave it wholly to his majefly to

command me how to difpofe of any thing I fhall there-

by pofiefs : and I am of opinion, upon the general

profpecl I have into the affairs of Chriflendom, from

my flation here, that I mall eafily fee to an end of

this employment, as foon as this campaign is done ;

and that within three months after, we mall either

fall into the war, or fhall fee a peace of one fort or

other.

In either of thefe cafes, my figure here determines,
and fhall do fo in Holland too, if his majefly gives me
leave ; and the prefents of this laft will bring fome-

thing into my purfe, though the other fhould fail, and

go a little way towards what your lordihip propofes.
And it is poflible, that in the mean while I may be a

little
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little neceflary to his majefty's honour in this very poll,

where it happens unfortunately, that though the wife

paces a minifter makes may never be worth taking
notice of, yet he lies every day in the way of making
ill ones , and upon them lies as open both to his

majefty's difhonour and his own, as perhaps in any

employment of the world befides.

Upon Mr. Secretary Coventry's part in fuch a delay,
I can fay little, but hope his majefty will be content,

at the leaft, for fo long to keep a good fervant, inftead

of hazarding an ill one : and, I think, the bargain
between my lord Arlington andMr. SecretaryWilliam-

fon depended a great deal longer than this can do ;

though, as I remember, it was but fix thoufand pounds
that was given between them, and my lord Arlington

gave my lord St. Aibans ten. And if his majefty
Ihould have a mind, in the mean time, to excufe him-

felf from admitting any other, by faying, he is en-

gaged ^ he may very well do it upon what he was

pleafed to fay to me in the year 1674, after the peace
was made, when I made my acknowledgments, as

well as excufes, upon the offer of going ambaflador

into Spain, that he intended me a better thing
-

9 and
that though he was then engaged, yet, when it fell

again, I mould have it. I do not fay this to lay the

leaft hold in the world upon any fuch promife, but to

furnifh his majefty with the' excufe of being engaged,
if he mould think fit ; otherwife it is a thing I ab-

iblutely forget whenever his majefty does fo : and if

he finds any other perfon he thinks fit to bring into the

place, I lhall however, upon my return from hence,
cither in any other ftation, or in none, endeavour, the

reft of my life, to deferve his majefty's opinion of

being either jas good a fervant, or at leaft as good a

fubjedb as any he has.

I had a letter this laft week from the prince, wherein

he was pleafed to give me fome account of monfteur

Ben-
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Bentinck's journey and return extremely to his high-

nefs's fatisfaction, as to all that patted from his majelty

upon that occafion. As to your lordfhip's part, he

fays thefe words : Je I'avois -particulierement adreffe a

monfieur le grand treforer ; qut en a ufe d'une maniere

ft obligeanie,
& lui a parti a-vec tant de franchife^ que

je ne fuis ttfen affez louer. If he can fucceed in the de-

fires I know he has, of making a journey into England
when the campaign ends, I believe fo much of his

inclinations towards a peace (that may, in any kind,

fave his honour and the reft of Flanders) that I am
confident ' the king and his highnefs, if they meet,
will take their meafures together upon that matter,

and upon the future conduct of both their allies.

I aik your lordfhip's pardon for fo long a trouble ;

which yet muft not end without the repetition of all

the moft fenfible acknowledgments that can be made

you for fo much favour as has obliged me to be for

ever, and with as much reafon as paffion, my lord,

your, &c.

To Sir *obn Temple.j *

SIR, Sheen, Augvift , 1677.
OINCE the account I gave you lately from Nime-^

guen of my fon's coming to me, the errand he

was fent on, and the anfwer I had returned thereupon
to his majefty, I thought that affair would have flept,

at lead for fome time : but within a fortnight after

I received, by exprefs, a command to repair immedi-

ately into England, without fo much as any notice

of the occafion. I accordingly left Nimeguen the 5th
of July, and had a very good paflage over in a yacht
that was fent for me to the Briel. The firft time I faw
the king he was pleafed to call me into his clofet,

and to tell me, I knew the cccafion of my coming
over from what my lord treafurer had lately writ

to
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to me by his command ; that he had feen my anfwer*

and was, however, refolved I mould come into that

pod : that he knew no man was fo fit to ferve him in

it as I ,
and fmce he found I was not able to bear the

charge
of coming into it, he was content to do it

himfelf: that upon my coming over, fecretary Co-

ventry had taken a great alarm ; and though he had

before been willing to part with his place upon the

terms my lord treafurer had propofed to him, yet
he had, upon this occafion, come to him (the king)
and told him the reports he met with from all hands*
of my being fent for over to come into his office :

that he hoped he had, at leaft, deferved, by fo long
fervices, not to be turned off without giving him fo

much time, that his friends and the world might fee

it was a choice of his own, rather than the king's.
His majefty faid, he had told him, that he need not

trouble himfelf any farther about it, and that when he

took fuch a refolution, he would tell him of it him-

ielf j and that this was all he had faid till he fpoke
with me.

I give his majefty my humble thanks, as became,

me upon fuch an occafion ; but faid, I thought fecre-

tary Coventry had great reafon in what he defired :

that he was a very worthy gentleman, and had ferved

him long , and therefore I made it my humble fuit to

his majefty, that he would not part with him to make
room for me, till he himfelf mould be content. The

king bid me fpeak with my lord treafurer about it ;

and fo this matter refts ; and I am fure mail do fo for

me ,
for my friends muft pardon me if I cannot over-

come the coldnefs I have at heart upon this occafion
-,

to fay no more.

Some days after, the king feeming to be in great

apprehenfions for the prince of Orange's perfon, upon
the hazards he is continually expofed to, and likewife

for the fiicceis of the prefent campaign ; confiderinoj
the
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the French forces now in the field, and how ill the

prince is feconded by his allies, told me he had a

mind I mould go over to him, and try, whether he

would fall into fuch terms of a peace, as his majefty

might hope to get accepted by France : that in cafe

any fuch could be agreed on before the campaign ended,
he mould be glad to fee the prince here, having con-

fented to it when monfieur Bentinck was in England.
I told his majefty, that I was confident he knew the

prince's mind upon the terms of a peace, without

fending to him, by all that pafied in that negotiation
between the prince and me laft winter ; and that I be-

lieved nothing could alter him, unlefs it were fome

great change of affairs, by the good or ill fuccefs of

this campaign, which was not yet near an end : and
when it was done, fmce his majefty was content the

prince mould come over, they would much eafier

agree when they were together, than by any minifter

between them, in how much confidence foever.

I was extremely prefled for fome days upon this

journey, and had no mind to it, knowing how unwel-

come it would be to the prince while he was in the

field, for many reafons , and how ill it would anfwer

the end for which his majefty intended it-, and there-

fore, at laft, told the king and duke together, that

if they were refolved to make the trial, I defired they
would do it by another hand : that I had fpent all my
mot laft winter, and left the prince fixed upon a ftand,

which, I was fure, he would make good as long as he

could : that Mr. Hyde was now idle here , who having
upon his return from Poland received a commi/Tion to

appear as one of the king's mediators during the Ihort

{lay he fhould make at Nimeguen ; and there being
now but one ambafTador of the king's there, I thought
there was nothing fo proper, as for Mr. Hyde to return

to Nimeguen in that figure, how little foever there was
to do ^ fmce, by our original commiffion, there oughto

to
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to be two to act in that mediation: that upon his

journey he- might fee the prince of Orange, and pur-
fue fuch inilmftions as his majefty fhould give, him

upon that occafion.

This was approved and refolved on ; and Mr. Hyde
is well enough pleafed with the employment ; which

renews his character at Nimeguen, that was before but

a compliment to him as he palfed by that place :

though I have, as a friend, told him before-hand

what fucceis he is like to meet in his journey to the

prince ; and he reckons upon it.

This is all the prefent account I can give you of

myielf, whatever you will meet with in the news-

papers that run abroad, and have made me fecretary
of ftate already : fo that I receive twenty impertinent

compliments upon it, and applications for places in-

office. But I am, I thank God, in an eafy place
here at Sheen, where I fpend all the time I can polfibly,
and never faw any thing pleafanter than my garden,
and the country and river about it, which I was grown
almoft a ilranger to. I think here often of Sancho,
that laid, he had got nothing by his government, but
the knowledge that he was not fit to govern any thing
befides his fiieep. And that I have got by knowing a

court, and the courfe of public affairs, that I am not

fit to ferve in one, nor to manage the other , which is

all I (hall fay in excufe of my conduct : and you, and

my friends, will be content I (hall at leaft take a
little breath, and lee the ifllie- of the prefent campaign
abroad, and of the prince's journey hither at the end
of it, before I take any new meafures, or fall into any
new engagements.

My wife and family continue dill at Nimeguen ;

only my fitter and Jack are with me here, and both
feem as kind to Sheen as I am. Yv

r
e are confident

you would be fo too, if you could refolve of feeing it

once fince the alterations made here j that you might
have
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have a fliare in the pleafure of them, as well as you
had in the charge.
We long to hear of your good health, having, I

doubt, loft fome letters by our fudden removals. I

am ever, Sir, your, &c.

31? Sir John Temple.

SIR, London, Nov.
, 1677.

f^THOUGH I do not trouble you often with public
-* news or bufinefs, yet I am fenfible of having too

much neglected it of late, confidering what has pafled ;

which, 1 know, you will be more pleafed with than

any you have been entertained with a great while.

For I remember how often and how much you have

defired to fee the prince of Orange married here ; not

only from your good wimes to him, but from your ap-

prehenfions of fome greater matches that might befal

us, and with confequences ill enough to pofterity, as

well as to the prefent age. I am in a good deal of

hafte at this prefent time, and therefore fhall fum up
a great deal in a little room. The prince of Orange
came to the king at Newmarket, where he was mighty
well received both of king and duke. I made -the

acquaintance there between the prince and my lord

treaiiuer; and in fuch a manner, as, though they
were not at all known before to one another, vet they
fell very foon into confidence.

The prince faid not a word to any of them of any
thoughts of a wife while they ftaid at Newmarket , and
told me, no confiderations ihould move him in that

affair, till he had feen the' lady. The day after he
faw her here, he moved it to the king and duke, and

though he did it with fo good a grace, that it was very
well received, yet, in four or five days treaty, it

proved to be entangled' in fuch difficulties, that the

prince lent for. me one night, and uttering his whole

7 heart.
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heart, told me, he xvas refolved to give it over, re-

penting him from the heart of his journey, and would

be gone within two days, and truft God Almighty
with what would follow ; and fo went to bed the moft

melancholy that ever I faw him in my life ; yet be-

fore eleven o'clock the next morning, the king fent

me to him, to let him know, he was refolved on the

match, and that it mould be done immediately, and

in the prince's own way.
Thus far what had patted went no farther than the

king, the duke, the prince, my lord treafurer, and

me : but that afternoon it was declared at the foreign

committee, and next day at council ; you will eafily

imagine with what general joy. I cannot but tell you,
that no man feems to lay it to heart fo much as my
lord Arlington, having had no part in it , which he

could not but take notice of to the prince, who told

me, his compliment to him upon it was, that fome

things, though they were good in thcmfelves, yet
were fpoiled by the manner of doing them , but this

was in itfelf fo good, that the manner of doing it could

not fpoil it. I am told he lays it upon me, and will

never forgive me ; which I muft bear as well as I can :

but yet, becaufe you know how we have formerly
lived, I will tell you, that it was not only impoflible

my lord treafurer and he mould concur in one thing,
but he had likewife loft all the prince's confidence and

opinion, fince his laft journey into Holland. Befides,
for my own part, I found thefe 'two years pad, he
could not bear my being fo well neither with the

prince, nor with the treafurer ; but endeavoured by
Sir Gabriel Sylvius to break the firft, by fteps which
the prince, acquainted me with ; nor could he hold

reproaching me with the laft whenever I went to him v

though he himfelf had firft advifed me to apply myfelf
to my lord treafurer all I could, upon my laft embaffy
into Holland. And though I hadever fince told them

VOL. IV. Z bovh*
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both, I would live well with them both, let them live as

ill as they would one with another ; and my lord trea-

furer had been fo reafonable as to be contented with it.

Since the marriage, the king and the prince have

fallen into the bufmefs abroad, and agreed upon the

terms of a peace, which the king will offer to France,

and fuch as, they both conclude, will fecure Flanders.

.They bo:h agree, that I muft of neceflity go to Paris

immediately upon this errand, and bring a pofitive
anlwer f om that court within a time prefixed. I never

undertook any journey more unwillingly, knowing in

what opinion I ftand already at that court ; how

-deeply they refent the prince's match without their

communication, or the leail word to their ambaffador

here ; and with how little reafon I can hope to be the

welcomer for this errand. But the king will abfolutely
have it ; and fo I have made all my fmall preparations,
and think to be gone within two days , which is

:all atprefent, but toafkyour bleffing, and allure you
of my being, Sir, your, &c.

To the Prince of Orange.

London, December 8, 1677.

May it pleafe your Highnels,
T SHOULD by laii port have rejoiced with your high-
*

neis upon the news of your happy arrival, and

upon the refolutionsthat have been taken here fmceyou
went, in thofe affairs wherein your hio;hneis is fo

deeply concerned ; but that my lord treaiurer's letter

to you upon this fubjecl: was fo long and fo parti-

cular, that nothing could be added to it for your
bighnefs's information or fatisfaclion ; and therefore I

reiblved not to trouble you with the fame thing by that

port, and from fo'much a worfe hand. I fuppofemy
lord ambaffador Hyde will have mewed your high-
nefs his infbrudions, and Mr, Secretary's letter upon

that-
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that occafion, which agreeing fo fully with what my
lord treafurer writ, mull have left you in no doubt

thofe refolutions being taken here : and yet I thought

your highnefs would not be difpleafed to know from ,

me, that I am of opinion they are fo ; and, which is

more, that the duke will go up to as great a height in

them as any man, in cafe France gives them the oc^

cafion, by their anfwer to what Mr. Montague goes

away with to-day ; and that his highnefs will absolutely
conclude from thence, what their good intentions are

or have been to the king : though I have this fecond

time excufed myfelf from attending upon your high-

nefs, and thereby devolved his majeity's commands

upon Mr. Hyde once more, yet I hope your highnefs
will pardon me, fmce I have only referved myfelf for

the next occafion, which, I expect, will be of more

moment, andwithin a very little time. For the prefent,
I only defire your highnefs will pleafe to give your an-

fwer to what Mr. Hyde carries you, in fuch manner as

may be fully to his
majefty's

fatisfaction , and if you
fliall fcruple the doing it to any other hand> that you
would, at leail, do it in a private letter to his rnajefty's

own, which may not go farther than to thofe hands by
which all your highnefs's concerns have hitherto been

tranfacled.

I hope your highnefs will think to write particularly
to the duke, as well as to the king, in acknowledgment
and applaufe of thefe late refolutions ; and my lord

treafurer will deferve it too, by the great part he has

had in them.

I afk your highnefs's pardon for the length and con-

fidence of this letter, and your juilice in believing me
ever, what I mall ever be, with a perfect devotion,

3 your highnefs's, &c.
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*Tbe Kings Speech intended in the Parliament,

drawn up at my Lord Treafurer's defire, April

27, 1678. (See Vol. II. p, 433.)

My Lords and Gentlemen,
7 INTENDED to have met you fooner, bnt found it ne-

cefTary to defer it for fome few days, that I might
difcourfe more freely and clearly to you upon the pre-
lent conjunctures ; and that we might perfectly un-

derftand one another, which, I am confident, we now
{hall do, and this day end all diftrufts and jealoufies
between us , becaufe I know we mean the fame things,
which are, the honour and fafety of thefe kingdoms,
the prefervation of Flanders, and preventing the growth
of the French power.

I was fome time in hopes to have attained thefe ends

by the exercife of my mediation in purfuit of a peace,
which I thought the more neceflary by obferving the

bent of fome of the confederates towards it, and the

ill conduct of the war by others ; while I received, at

the fame time, frequent aiTurances from France, that

they never intended the conqueft of Flanders, but

defired a reafonable peace ; and iliould very far confider

my offices and thoughts upon the conditions of it.

But feeing the ftate of the war fo much changed,
and Flanders fo much endangered by the events of

laft campaign, I thought it neceflary for the fafety of

thefe kingdoms (and, indeed, that of Chridendom) fo

far to enforce my mediation, as to propofe laft winter

to France fuch terms of a peace as I had reafon to

believe the confederates would accept, and as I was

fare, would leave Flanders defenfible
-, which, at that

time, I doubted would hardly be fo by continuing the

war : and I had not much reafon to doubt of France ;

becaufe their refufal would plainly difcover their de-

fign of conquering Flanders (contrary to all their pro-

feflions)
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fefiions) fmce both they and I knew it could not be

fecured without a frontier, as I propofed for it. Upon
the difficulties made by France to accept thefe con-

ditions, and finding Holland would not continue the

war, otherwife than in purfuit, and with the profpeft
of a peace, I immediately made two alliances with

them : one of mutual defence, and the other offenfive

againfl France, in cafe they would not accept the terms

J had propofed j which were thefe,

That they mould reflore to Spain the towns of Char-

leroy, Aeth, Oudenarde, Courtray, Tournay, Valenci-

ennes, Conde, with their dependencies , and all others

which fhould be taken after that time (as St. Giflain,

Ghent, and Ypres have unfortunately been). That

they mould reftore all they had taken in Sicily (which
is a care now happily prevented) : that they mould
reflore Maeftricht to the Dutch, and Lorrain to the

duke of that name. That the peace of the emperor
mould be made upon the foot of affairs at that time,

by which Philipfburgh would have remained to the em-

pire, and the lofs of Friburgh would have been pre-
vented. That, becaufe the peace of the north could

not be adj ufted in fo fhort a time, a truce mould be

concluded there, till by the purfuit of our mediation

a peace could be agreed on.

My Lords and Gentlemen,
I am not amamed to own publickly this fcheme of a

peace, both to you here, and to all the world abroad ;

as what I thought moft agreeable with the duty of a

mediator, and with what I owed to the fafety of my
own kingdoms, and the regard I had to your fatisfac-

tion in the jnfl concernment you had fo often expref-
fed for the prefervation of Flanders ; which I knew

might be much eafier defended after the refloring thofe

towns, than before it. But, I will confefs, I am
amamed to find myfelf fo much deceived, as I have

been by France upon this occafion ; who, contrary to

Z 3 all
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>all they have fo often profefTed and promifed me,
have cut off all hopes of any reafonable peace by
which Flanders might be fafe , but, on the other fide,

making difficulties, firft upon one town, then upon
another (as the neceffity of the Spaniards, or difpoii-

tions of the Dutch gave them occafion) they have all

along too plainly dilcovered their defigns of carrying
on the war to the full conquefl of Flanders ; whilfb

they endeavour to amufe the world, and us in parti-

cular, with the difcourfes or overtures of a peace.
Yet in the laft they have made, they include the

prefent reftitution of Sweden, and the Duke of Hol-

ftein i though they confine the peace they offer to the

loth of May. They will, indeed, keepLorain, whiift

they pretend to reftore it ; for they will keep Nancy,
Marfal, and the highways through that country : aud

they will have Tournay, Valenciennes, Conde, and

Ypres, which are the very keys of Flanders on that

fide ; befides Dinant or Charlemont, on the other.

I would not confefs to you how much I have been

deceived by them in thefe practices, and in thofe they
have fmce begun with the Dutch upon this occafion,

if I were not refolved to be fo no more : and I will

tell you plainly, that I fnould immediately have de-

clared the war upon the difcovery of them, but that

I found it necelTary firft to make my alliances witli the

reft of the confederates, and therein to purfue the good
advice you hinted to me yourlelves, in one of your
addrefies, to provide that none of the parties engaged
in the confederacy ihould lay down their arms, or

depart from their alliances : as likewiie, that none of
them ihculd hold any commerce or trade with the

French' king, or his fubjecls, during the 'war.
Both thefe points I have been endeavouring to fecure

now for fome time, but have been delayed in them,

contrary to my expectation, by the Dutch ambaffadors

wanting powers, or inftrunions/ to conclude upon
thofe
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thofe two particulars. And, I doubt, in the lafl, your
too great hafte in forbidding French commodities was

the occafion of the Dutch declining what before they
had offered in fo material a point. I fay not this at

all to reproach you, becaufe I know your meaning was

good ; and becaufe, in a time when the fafety of

Chriftendom, as well as our own, feems to lie at (lake,

we ought all to look forward upon what is beft to be

done, and not backward upon what occafions are loft,

or what errors have paffed , or what, in fhort, is now

paft remedy.
God be thanked, I have at length retrieved .this

point in a great meafure, and find the minifters of
the confederates now ready to conclude our treaties for

carrying on the war by common confent, and purfu-

ing it according to fuch fuccefles as God Almighty
fhall pleafe to give to fo juft and neceffary an under-

taking. I have, in the mean time, made my levies of

land forces, and my preparations for fea, according
to the fcheme and proportions you youffelves deiigned.
I have already fent thoufand men over into

Flanders, and have thoufand more ready to

fend after them , and am ready to declare the war, im-

mediately upon the figning of our treaties : but flrft

refolved to have your advice upon it, now I have laid

the whole affair before you. For your afliftances I

doubt them not at all, confidering the many affurances

you have given me upon this occafion, and the zeal

you have ever exprefled to the fafety, honour, and
true interefls of the nation ; in which, I doubt not,
but we lhall always agree.

2*0 my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Sheen, May 1 8th, 1678.

TENDING myfelf fomething recovered ofmy illnefs,A which hindered me from waiting upon your lord*

Z 4 flii
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{hip before I left the town, I could not but let you
know how very fenfible I was of what you laft told me,
with fo much kindnefs, about his majefty and royal

highnefs having been Ib much difpleafed with fome of

my late difcourfes to his majefly ; though your lordfhip

could not tell me more of them, than that they were

ibme popular notions : as likewife the great diflatif-

faction his majefty would receive at the difficulties I

made to enter into an affair which belonged not at all

to my poft ; and wherein his majefty had not done me
the honour to acquaint me with the deliberation or

digeftion of it. I muft confefs, the fenfe of his ma-

jetty's difpleafure (which I never deferred) has been

ib great a mortification to me, that, to fhew how much
I have ever been concerned in his majefty's lervice and

Satisfaction, and how little in any advantages of my
own, 1 have refolved moft humbly to lay at his majefty's

feet, not only my two prefent embafiies, but allb the

prornife of the fecretary's place, which his majefty was

pleafed long fmce to make me fo gracioufly, and of

his motion. Therefore, whenever his majefty pleafes
to order me a letter of revocation to the States General

(which I mail fend over to my fecretary at the Hague)
and give me leave to fend for both my families away
from the Hague and Nhieguen, I fhall upon it come

the honour of luffing his majefty's hand, and

my humble acknowledgments for the un-
r.rs he hath done me, by fo many and

-icy ments abroad,"as well as by defigning
\\ greater at home. I fnall at the fame
]s majefty of my refolutions to pals the reft

lie conftant and hearty \vifhes and prayers
'. ad iafety of his maiefty and his king-

c, how mean a fen/ant foever I have been,
.- as good a fubject as any man alive.

ughu to fay to your lordfhip upon this

i leave ir till I wait upon you , being

refolved,
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refolved, by all means poflible, to preferve the honour

of fo long an acquaintance, and of fo much favour

as your lordfhip's to me. And as, during all my
employments, I never yet afked any thing of his

majefty, befides the bare pay of them, nor ever ufed

to trouble your lordfhip about any bufinefs of my
own, fo I ihall continue the fame courfe at the end

of them, and leave to my wife the purfuit of what

his majefty owes me upon them
-,

that fo your lord-

fhip may ever reckon upon all the fervices, and

never upon any trouble from, my lord, your lord-

fhip's, &c.

To the Duke of Ormond,

My Lord, London, July 2, 1678.

*Tp
H E account I gave your grace by my brother of

*
my not writing, was fo true, that, though I was

very forry I had it for fo long together, yet, I know,
your grace was fo juft as to receive it. I will not

prefume to fay it is now at an end, becaufe that God
Almighty can only tell , but yet thus much is certain,

that I am juft now going aboard for Holland, and

upon fuch meafures as his majefty feems more re-

folved to purfue, than ever I thought to fee him, in

cafe the States will be prevailed with to fall into them.
He will be fure to have all the help the prince can

give him, who feems to have recovered a new foul

upon this incident from France ; which has grven, at

leaft, the appearance and overture of new meafures in

the world. The truth is, this refufal to reftore the

Spanifh and Dutch towns till the reftitution of Sweden,
has been fo plain language, that it has at prefent

opened many eyes both here and in Holland, which
have long been fhut to all our coft ; but whether they
are proof againft a}l charms, I will not venture to

determine; I can only afllire your grace, that the

duke
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duke has been the moft conflant that can be imagined,
in this opinion of the French deligns and intentions

to his rnajefty, ever fince my lord Feverfham's return';

and declared himfelf the plaineft that ever I heard,

yefterday at the foreign committee, that nothing could

be more evident, than that France intended a univer-

fal monarchy, and nothing but England could hinder

it; and that, without it, the king would endanger
his crown. And for his majefly, I have fome parti-

cular * reafons (which I cannot entertain your grace
with at this diftance) to believe, that he is perfectly
cured of ever hoping any thing well from France, and

paft the danger of being cajoled by any future offers

from thence.

So that I fee nothing left to {hake his prefent refo-

luttons, but the fear of being well feconded in them
at home or in Holland : the laft I lhall foon be able to

give his majefly an account of; but the firft I mud
leave to others that are better acquainted with the

* The fecret of the king and duke's being fo eager and hearty
3n their refolutions to break with France, at this juncture, was as

follows :

France, in order to break the force of the confederacy, and elude

all juil conditions of a general peace, refolved, by any means, to

enter into feparate meafures with Holland ; to which end, it was

abfolutely neceffory to engage the good offices of the king of Eng-
land, who was looked upon to be matter of the peace whenever he

pleafed. The bargain was {truck for 3 or 400 thoufand pounds.
But when all was agreed, monfieur Barillon, the French ambaf.

fador, told the king, that he had orders from his matter, before

payment, to add a private article, by which his majetty mould
be engaged never to keep above eight thoufand men of Handing
troops in his three kingdoms. This unexpected propofal put the

king in a rage, and made him fay,
'

d*s fi(h ! Does my brother
*

or France think to ferve me thus ? Are all his promifes to make
' me abfolute matter of my , come to this ? Or does he think
'

that a thing to be done with eight thoufand men ?'

It is poflible, I may be a little miftaken as to the fnms of money,
and number of men ; but the main cf the flory is exactly as I

had it from the author.

fcene
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fcene where that game muft play. I am of opinion,
both that muft be played ill, and the war managed ill,

to fail, if we go into it > but I have no reafon to

believe, but both thofe may very well befal us. All

that is to be faid, is, that all men agree, the prefent
meafures are of abfolute neceffity ; fince no penchant
to a peace can bring it about, if another will have a

war ; and if it muft be at one time or another, though
this may be a worfe than any paft, yet it is a better

than any like to come.

This is all I can fay worth your grace's trouble ;

at leaft, if this itfelf be fo. For, I am fure, nothing
can be fo unneceffary, as to repeat any of thofe pro-
feffions I have fo long made, and juftly, of my being
ever, and with as much paflion, as, I am fure, it is

with reafon and truth, my lord, your grace's molt
faithful and moft humble fervant.

To Mr. Secretary Wtiliamfon.

SIR, Hague, July 14, N. S. 167$.
7 SET fail on board the Catharine yacht at two a-clock

afternoon on Tuefday, and landed at Rotterdam
about the fame hour next day. I came immediately:
to the Hague, and went ftraight to the prince at Houn-

flerdyke, where I arrived about eight a-clock, and
(laid till eleven , and thought it my duty to give his

majefty an account of our firft difcourfes.

When I had entertained his highnefs at large with
the fubject of my journey ; the difpofitions raifed in

his majefty by this laft unexpe&ed accident Yrom
France, upon the point of concluding the peace ; the

neceffity of knowing fully the mind of the States, in

order to join with them; and the firm refolutions his

majefty had taken upon it, in cafe France perfifted in

the refufal of the towns ; and this State in not admit-
ti-o- the peace without it ; his highnefs told me, the

laft
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laft point was thechiefeft of all ; which was, the firm-

nefs of his majefty's refolution in this matter, upon
which all would depend ; fince nothing elfe could dif-

pofe either France to make the peace, or this State to

any firm refolutions of continuing the war. When I

had endeavoured, and, I think, fucceeded in fatif-

fying his highnefs in this
point, by telling him many

circumftances in the game in England, as k has played
for fome months pad , and many reafons his majefty
had given me to believe how unfatisfied he had been

of late with the dealing from France , the prince told

me, how glad he was to receive this notice from me :

that for this laft incident in the peace from France, he

could not but look upon it as a thing come down
from heaven, and the happiefl that ever could have

fallen out, both for his majefty and himielf
-, confider-

ing the great change it was like to make in this State.

For he would tell me in confidence, that thofe difpo-
fitions which had been here railed in the State, and

carried them fo far in fo mifchievous a peace, had
been grounded upon the weaknefs and uncertainty of

our conduct in England, and upon the opinion of the

contrary in France , as well as upon that of their

good intentions to live always fairly with this State,

and to content themfelves without fcuffant their con-

quefbs any farther in Flanders : that in cafe the peace
bad been made upon thofe terms accepted here', the

fame perfons and difpofitions that brought it about,
would certainly have ended all meafures between Eng-
land and them, and throw the whole dependence of
this State upon France , and that he (die prince)
jQioukl not have been able to hinder it : whereas the

laft incident had made fo great a.change in the minds
of the magiftrates here, and the people too, that the

chief leaders in thofe councils were come to be
-afliamed of themfelves, and to confeis their miftakes :

and if they fhould grow to be aflured of his majefty's

going
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going into the war, and flicking to them firmly, he

did not doubt, but even after a peace, this State

would come to have their dependence wholly upon
England. He faid, he believed nevertheless, that if

France mould reftore the towns before the war broke

out into new action, that this State would riot be
hindered from accepting the peace : but of this he faw

no appearance, fincc the French ambafladors had de-

clared fb pofitively to thofe of this State at Nimeguen,
that their mafler was fixed in the point of not reftoring
them till the fatisfattion of Sweden > and that monfieur

de Luxemburgh had given his direct refufal of fufifer*

ing any more provifions to go into Mons till the peace
was figned; upon which he (the prince) was refolved

to go away to the army within two days ; but would
leave the penfioner fo inflrucled, that I might go on
with my negotiations here in his abfence.

I then told his highnefs the three points upon
which his majefty expected to receive fatisfaction be-

fore he could take a final meafure with this State ;

which were, the not making peace without mutual

confent, or, at leaft, the fixing of certain terms to

which the war fhould extend, and a peace not to be

concluded without them : the prohibition ofcommerce
with France here as well as in England, and the mu-
tual concert of forces. I added a fourth, which was
in the foot of my. inflrucftions ; and in cafe of any
places loft on either part, neither fhall make peace,
without being reftored to the ftate they were in at the

time of the treaty's being concluded between us.

The prince told me, to the lafl there would 'be no

difficulty. . As to the firfl, this State would never be

brought tb an article of not making peace without mu-
tual confent, nor feeing fome bounds to the war , and
therefore thought the terms of the treaty of January

would be a gdod ground to treat upon , or iuch

other
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other terms as fhould be farther agreed to by confine-

of parties.

For the fecond, the fame that monfieur Van Lewen
had told his majefty in England, that it would be very
hard to gain it by a dired: convention before the war i

but that it was a thing muft neceiTarily follow : for, in

a war, the bottom. of England failing, in which they
now traded, all others would be ufed as enemies by us

-,

and fo there could no trade remain between France and

this State while the war lafted.

I told his highnefs, I did not leave his majefty dif-

pofed to enter into the war without this point being
fixed : and though the thing feemed like to play as his

highnefs had difcourfed ; yet it was of that confe-

quence to the main event of the war, that I thought
it would be beft to tell the States what his majefty ab-

folutely reckoned upon, and what they were like to

truft to in this matter
$
and to mew them, that, fmce

it was a necefiary confequence of the war, it might as

well be a precedent article between us. His highnefs

confented, and faid, follow this method.

As to the third, he was of opinion, no concert of

forces could be made particular between vis, but for

cur own mutual defence \ which is done by our de-

fenfive leagues : but for that which is the defence of

Flanders, it muft be made among all the confederates,

in fuch manner as would be molt conducing to thofe

ends , that he fuppoied this State would bring an

army into the field of twenty-five thoufand men, be-

fides their garrifons : that his majefty muft not go fo

near the wind in fuch a war, as to proportion himfelf

to the weak and exhaufred condition of this State

(which would- go as far, however, as poflibly they
could) but to the neceffity of the war, and to what
the parliament would be brought to furnifh upon fo

great an occafion, and which they had always had fo

much at heart : that it would be fit to engage fome of

the
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the princes of Germany , but not as this State has

done, leaving the forces under the command of their

own princes ; but to have them under his majd' y's

command, to act where he pleafed ; which would

make his majefty mailer of the war and peace, and

fet him at the head of affairs (which was the figure

England ought to make) and draw this State and the

neighbouring princes of Germany into a dependence

upon him.

After this, his highnefs. afked me, whether the

king woiild not declare the war till the three points
were concluded with the States here ? I anfwered,

that I could not fay any thing certain ; but that I was

not impowered otherways, than upon their "agreeing
with his majefty in them, to conclude finally with the

States ; fince his majefcy would follow their difpofi-

tions, having confented to the peace upon their in-

flances ; and fo would hope to reckon upon their firm-

nefs in it, and not breaking from him, as they had done

in their lafl meafures. The prince feemed fomething

troubled, that his majefty would not go into the war
before the granting of the three points ; but he con-

cluded, I mould lofe no time in entering upon the

bufinefs with the States ; feemed much pleafed that

monfieur Van Lewen was come over with me, and in

fentiments fo agreeable to thofe of his majefty , faid

he would endeavonr to have him immediately brought
into the committee of foreign affairs, though out of

method , but upon pretence of his being come from

England: that he would be extreme glad he could

bring monfieur Hoeft into it too ; but that could not

be, becaufe he was not of the States-General : but

that this incident from France had brought him and
his town of Amfterdam to be for the war.

Upon this the prince faid farther, though feveral

perfons here had appeared to be his enemies upon the

lafl tranfaclionsj yet he had been fo far from treating
them
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them fo, that he had continued his commerce all along,
and had his converfation even more with them than

his friends ; and by that means they were now grown
to underftand one another.

I have delired a conference with the States commit
lioners at four this afternoon. I am ever, &c,

P. S. Juft upon the clofure of this letter the prince
came to me, and defired me, that I would write to

his majefty, to beg the difpatching away of thofe

troops which moniieur Van Lewen told the States

were ordered into Flanders , and that thofe fhips which

now are ready, may be fent out in a fquadron to fea,

to give the French fome jealoufy upon their coafts,

which might poflibly make fome diverfion now while

the prince marches j and, if his majefty thinks fit,

that fome of the troops in Flanders may have com-
mand to obey the prince's orders, in cafe he mould
have need of them upon fome great and prefling oc-

cafion.

T0 Mr. Secretary WilKtonfon.

SIR, Hague, July 15, 1678-

SINCE
my laft, which was yefterday, I have had

two conferences with the States commiflioners. In

the firft, I expofed to them my journey's fubject at

this time : I exprefied to them his majefty's fentiments

and refolutions, in the very terms of my inftruclions ;

and concluded that his majefty, as he would have

entered into meafures with them for the guaranty
of the peace, fo he would for the continuing of the

war.

They returned all acknowledgments that could be

of ais majefty's generous dealing. They excufed

thernfelves upon their own neceflities and the weak*
nefs of their allies, particularly in Flanders : that

they
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they had been extremely furprized to meet with this

new accident from France ; particularly fmce the re-

ft itution of the towns was tied up to the fatisfaction of

Sweden, without fo much as mentioning whatfatif-

faction Sweden would accept, and in what time , and,

indeed, without confenting that Sweden fhould accept
of fuch fatisfadtion, as, perhaps, the Swedes them-

felves would have been contented with. That it would
now depend upon his majefty, whether they mould
fubmit to the terms of any peace that France would
think fit to impofe upon them.

That, indeed, upon the evacuation of the towns

by France, the peace would then be concluded ; but
there was no hopes of that, fmce their exprefs brought
word, that the French ambafTadors had declared at

Nimeguen^ that they neither had order to give any
other anfwer than they had done already, norexpecled
to receive any from the king their mailer : and that,

in a private conference between monfieur Colbert

and Beverning, the firft had told him, upon the States

refufmg to accept the peace on thofe terms, that his

mafter would make them accept it, bon gre ma! gre
quails en ayent. That, upon all this, they defired me,
if I had any farther lights to give them of his majefty's

intentions, in cafe the war went on, I would do it."

Hereupon I propofed to them the four points con-

tained in my initruftions.

Upon the firft I found it true, what the prince had
told me, that they would not hear of a general and
boundkfs confent ; fo then I defended to the terms
of the laft treaty, but with fuch further conditions,
more advantageous to the fafety of Flanders, as fhould
be agreed on by the confent of both parties.

Upon the fecond they made great difficulties ; but
I put, once for all, my whole flrength upon this

point, and fo told them, that the prohibition of com-
merce was a thing which had been long prefTed upon

VOL. IV. A a his
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his majefty by their ambaflador in England, that he
could not believe they were not equally fatisfied with

it here. But befides, I told them, the thing muft be,
and therefore a convention would do nothing but de-

clare it to the world ; and that this would be the

greateft flep towards a peace, it being the only way
to perfuade France that we were all refolved to go on
with the war ; fmce it was evident,, that France had
made this laft- incident, only becaufe they thought
this State would accept of any peace, rather than lofe

their trade any longer.
The commiffioners told me, for themfelves, they

were fo far convinced of my reafons, that if I had

none but them to deal with, I might afiure myfelf the

thing would be done \ but what their mafters would

fay to a thing in which they had always apprehended an

invincible difficulty (at lead, till England mould have

declared the war) they could not tell : but, however,

they promifed me to give it all the advantage they
could by their office and reprefentations.

As to the third, about the proportion of forces,

they feemed infinitely unfatisfied, that England mould

go no more than almoil an even pace with a flate fo

out of all proportion to us in llrength at the beft, and

fo exhaufted as this country now is by the fixth year
of fo great a war.

They pretended to fear, that this offer would mock
their principles fo far, as to make them think, that fince

England would only protract the war, without forces

enough to make a good peace, they had as good re-

'ceive an ill one now as hereafter.

They faid fo much upon this point, that I was fain

to put them in mind of the conflitution of England,
as well as their riches and forces ; and how much it

would depend upon parliaments, whether his majefty

would be enabled to profecute the war with fuch vi-

gour as he himfelf, perhaps, would think neceiTary.
The
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The fourth point, of mutual guaranty to each party*

upon the ilate wherein they fhould enter into the

treaty, met with no difficulty : and fo this conference

ended.

At two this afternonn I faw the prince, after having

appointed another conference with the States at four.

He told me the news he had juft received from Mons
of a fkirmim much to the advantage of the garrifon*

At the conference at four this afternoon the com-

miflioners iaid, they had acquainted the States with

our laft conference, who were extremely fenlible of

his majefty's favour to them ; but that there were two

points they found of hard digeftion, the prohibition
of commerce, and the proportion of forces. However,
that upon the firfb, and the reafons I had urged, the

States had refolved, the deputies fhould go to confult

their feveral towns : but for the .proportion of forces,

they thought it would be of ill conlequence to propofe
it to them in thofe terms ; and, therefore, had com-

manded them, the commiffioners, once more to prefs
me upon this point to enlarge the proportion on his

majefty's fide. I will not trouble you with the argu-
ments that pafTed on both fides ; but only tell you,
that it ended in this article, to be propounded by the

deputies to their towns, 0$tfen attendant tin concertpius

particulier toitchant Us forces quefa majefte & les allies

engages en cette guerre contribueront
-, fa majeftefournira

far provifion un tiers moms de troupes en Flandres, &
tin tiers plus de forces de mer que celles quiferont fournis

par cet Etat. And fo this conference ended, and the

fuccefs of it mull be expected on Monday.
Monfieur Olivecrans returned this day from Eng-

land* I am^ Sir, your, &c,

A a 2 Jri
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To my Lord Treqfurer.

My Lord, Hague, July 20, N. S. 1678.
TTAVING drawn up matters here to a head, at leaft
-**" as far as can.be till the 5'th of next month ; and

befides, the draught of our treaty, which I yet know
not whether I can gn, or no > becaufe I cannot tell

whether they will come up to a formal article for the

prohibition of commerce ; arid the matter will not he

of fb prefTmg hafte, while they here attend the final

anfwer from France : I have difpatched away Mr,

Meredith, his majefty's fecretary of the embaily here,

by the Catherine yacht, and encharged with my
main pacquet to the fecretary , though I fend a du-

plicate both of it and my laft difpatch by the matter

of the pacquet-boat's hands, that parts the fame

day. I have charged him with my compliments in

particular to your lordfhip when he makes his own-,

and mall add as little as I can to your trouble, befides

'the fhare of what you will have by my main difpatch :

only I cannot but mark to your lordfhip upon what
the French amb'afTador faid to the Dutch, of their

being fure of England upon treaties being concluded

with his majefty ; that the prince tells me, monfieur

d'Avaux afked monfieur Odyke at Nimeguen, when
fuch treaties were made, whether the prince were not

included, and had not his mare in them ? And when
monfieur Odyke faid, Not, and that he believed he

knew nothing of it, monfieur d'Avaux feemed much
to wonder at it. I prefume, by this fort of dealing

among them, you may reckon upon the thing's grow-

ing public, whatever may have been private between

his majefty and them, when the affair breaks out be-

tween us, as it is like to do, unlefs France make a

peace contrary to thofe heights wherewith they have

hitherto treated us and all the world. If it does, his

majefty
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majefty may well put it upon the fame fcore with

many others of that kind which have been played by
France ; and the public notice whereof will be the

only way to poflefs all men, both at home and abroad,

with the belief of his cure beyond relapfe. To hear

the tricks and infmuations that have been ufed here,

efpecially to have men apprehend the joint defigns of

his majefty and the prince upon the liberty of this

people, and the refolutions of France to defend them,
would make any man alive lofe all patience , becaufe

it looks as if they deal with men juft like fo many
children, and make them believe any ftories of cocks

and bulls, whenever it ferved their turn, than which

nothing can look like fo great a fcorn ; and nothing,

methinks, can be lefs borne than that. The mafk is

falling off here apace, and the affairs of Chriftendom

will, I doubt not, be put once more into his majefty's
hands almoft by miracle ; but if he lets this knot

flip again by any new fluctuation, or change of

meafures, it is gone for ever, and the game of

Chriftendom, as well as his own, never to be re-

trieved.

The penfloner and monfieur Van Lewcn tell me
this evening, that they have certain intelligence of the

intention of France to flight both Charleroy and Ou-
denarde, in cafe they come to an evacuation of the

places in Flanders ; which is directly (as they two fay)

contrary to the exprefs terms of the agreement. I

ought to be intruded what I am to do here in cafe of
fiich an incident, even,upon the execution of the peace.
I hear from all hands, the French ambaffodors at Ni-

meguen are horribly unquiet upon the tranfaclions

here ; and monfieur Fagel told me, he could not but

obferve, that the French ambafiadors could now come
to theirs with this memorial, and all the fair words ;

whereas before, they treated them de haut en bas, &
comme des coquins* \ am fo tired out with this cruel

A a 3 pinch
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pinch of bufmefs fmce my coming over, that though
I remember nothing elfe worth your lordfhip's trouble,

yet if I mould, for the prefent, have forgot any ma-
terial point, J cannot doubt your pardon to one that

is with fo great pailion, and fo perfeft a truth, my
lord, your, &c.

70 Sir Lionel Jenkins.

My Lord, Hague, July 20, N. S. 1678.
T,AM extremely afliamed, as well as forry to find
** two letters before me of the i6th and 28th from

your lordfhip, without having the iatisfaction of giv-
ing you any accounts from hence by the laft pofb ; the

fault whereof I mufl needs lay upon Mr. Mereditri,

and leave him to excufe himfelf as well as he can ; yet
I will fay, not to lefien that fault, but only that mif-

fortune, that I could not have found very much to

have informed your lordfhip from hence on Sunday
lafl, befides only the fubject of my infiruftions, and

the ailurance of my having purfued them here. For
the firft, I prefume your lordlhip had the knowledge of

them given you from the fecretary's office about the

time of my difpatch -,
and for the other, I will fo far

reckon upon your lordfhip's juftice, as to have be-

d It of me, whether I gave you part of it or no ;

hoY/ever, finding myfelf this morning in pofieffion of

pne hour cf leifure, after the iharpeft pinch of bufi-

nefs ever fmce I came over, that ever yet fell upon
;i my life-, and not being affured that the fecre-

tary's office acquitted themfelves to your lordfhip as

they ciight to have done upon this occafion^ and as, I

^ure, was the king's intention, I will tell your

i^iip, that the king having laid his abfolute com-
, me, about a month fmce, to go away
-n, and a re at the conclulion o

, c (vvhich icemcd then fo near) and to life my
ices,
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offices, that no difficulty fhould arife between the

French and Spaniards, and thereby the French fhoyld

have no occafion left of making any farther progrefs
of their arms in Flanders -

9 I fubmitted to his majefty's

pleafure, though I had often refolved, fince I went iaft

over, .never to turn my face northward any more , but

I law then no other way left of faving that little which

remaineth in Flanders, confidering the circumftances

that played here in Holland, as well as at home , and

your lordfhip knows how long and how often I have

told you and my other friends, that with the lofs of

that country, all my politics are ended.

When I was ready, and within twenty-four hours

of embarking upon this errand, your lordlhip's let-

ter came to his majefty's hands, giving him an ac-

count of that new incident from France, which alone,

in appearance, could have obftru6ted that peace, by
their refuting to evacuate the places in Flanders till

the reftitution in Sweden : I never faw the king more

furprized than at this news, who fent to me immedi-

ately to acquaint me with it , and I muft needs fay,
that I found both the king and the duke growing fo

angry upon it, that I thought it my part to temper
them as far as I could, defiring them not to reafon,

or, at leaft, not to conclude, upon a thing which was

yet uncertain , but, in the firft place, to be allured,

either from the French ambaflador, or elfe from

France, whether that thing was true or no , becaufe

all fteps or refolutions taken upon it would be forced

to change, in cafe France mould difown their ambaf-
fadors at Nimeguen, in what they advanced there

upon this occafion. His majefty was pleafed to fol-

low this method, and that very 'night fpoke to mon-
tieur Barillon about it; but finding him to own no

knowledge of it, and much lefs inftructions upon
it, and, indeed, not feeming to believe the thing, two

exprefles were difpatched away into France the two
A a 4 fol-
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following days, one by monfieur Barillon, for his own
inftru&ion, and the other by his majefty to Mr. Moun-

tague, for his clear information upon the point, with

orders to draw a fudden and pofitive anfwcr upon it

from that court.

The day after, upon application of the Dutch am-

baflfadors, reprefenting the thing to his majefty in the

fame colours, and with the circumfiances your lord-

fhip had done before, together with the refolution

taken upon it by the Spates their matters, not to fub-

mit to iuch a new and unreafonable impofition, by
which they were like to lofe all the good they pretend-
ed from the peace , and defiring his majefty's pro-
tection in it ; the king thought it a matter of that

weight and confequence, that he refolved immediately
to difpatch away my lord Sunderland, to know fully

$he mind of France in this matter, and with orders

not to flay above five days in Paris for his anfwer.

His lordmip was ready to be gone, and within fix

hours of parting from the town, when not only
monfieur Barillon's exprefs, as well as his majefty

?

s,

having returned with an abfolute anfwer from France,
that they were refolved not to evacuate the towns ; a

fecond exprefs arrived from Mr. Mountague, not only
to confirm the former anfwer, but to let his majefty
know, that the king of France had defired Mr. Moun-

tague, that no perfqn might be fent over upon that

ojc^fion , lince it was a thing in which he was re-

iolvcd, and which therefore would bear no reafbning,

Upon this difpatch, his maiefty immediately flop-

ped that of my lord Sunderland, and refolved to

haften mine, with new inftrudtions to affure this State,

how much his majefty was furprized at this new inci-

dent from France 5 how entirely he approved their re-

folution already taken upon it, and how firmly he

was refolved to Hand by them in it. I was charged
likewife with powers and orders to conclude immedi-

ately
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ately upon meafures between his majefty and this

State, in cafe of the war's going on, provided I could

firft agree with them in thefe three points : the firft,

of not making the peace without mutual confent ; or,

at leaft, without the conditions of January laft : the

fecond, a joining with his majefty in the prohibition
of French commerce : and

laftly, a concert of forces.

I could not difobey his majefty in this fecond commif-

fion, though I was infinitely difcouraged by many cir-

cumftances, and, moft of all, by Mr. Hyde and Go-

dolphin, who told me plainly, that matters were gone
on too far here to be retrieved

-,
at leaft, that they were

fure it could never be done without his majefty's firft

declaring the war ; which he could not refolve upon,
till he was firft fure of the mind of Holland in that

cafe : however, I came over, and what hath parTed
here will be better told your lordfhip by the Dutch
ambafiadors than by me, with whom I know you
live in confidence, and will do fo the more upon this

occafion : befides, I had rather leave it to them, be-

caufe I both want time, and mould be forced often to

fpeak of myfelf in it, which I ever love to avoid.

The upfhot of all hitherto is, that the States feem to

refolve an immediate anfwer mall be given to the

French ambafladors laft memorial at Nimeguen, and
that a pofitive anfwer from France mall be defired by
the 5th of next month, upon the point of evacuating
the places ; that, in the mean time, the meafures fhall

be concluded between his majefty and this State, in

cafe of France's perrifting to refufe it; and the very
towns of Amfterdam, Leyden, and Rotterdam, as

well as all the reft of this province, feem abfolutely
and unanimoufly refolved, in cafe of fuch a refufal, to

go on with the war in conjunction with his majefty,
as well as the reft of the allies, and upon the ftrifteft

meafures between them. This refolution I thought
y/Quld have pafled this day -,

but the final refolution is

referred
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referred till to-morrow morning : however, I would
not let this pod go away without telling your lord-

fhip thus much, and adding, for your better light,
that I find the prince infinitely fatisfied with the States

difpofitions and carriage in this whole tranfaction fince

I came over , and that I left the duke fo violently
bent upon a war with France, that he told the king

publickly at the foreign committee, in my hearing,
the day before I came away, after repeating feveral

circumftances of the French ill ufage and intention

towards him, that nothing could be more evident

than the French defign of an univerfal monarchy ,

that nothing but England could hinder it ; and that

his majefty, without engaging in it, would hazard his

own crown and fafety, as well as that of Chriftendom.

I am ever, your lordfhip's moil faithful humble

fervant,

W. TEMPLE.

rfo my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, July 25, N. S. 1678.

CHOUGH the other letter be of a ftaler date, yet,
-*-

upon perufal again, I found fome things in it

that might be proper enough for your lordfhip to

know, and fo I am content to let it go. I mall only
here give your lordlhip joy of this negotiation at-

chieved under your mmiftry , which is by all on -this

fide eileemed a much greater than another, whereon I

have known fome former minifters in England value

themfelves very much, though not very long. That

which may poflibly make this the more acceptable to

his majefty, is the evidence of fo much art and in-

duflry, with which the French have of late ufed all the

practices imaginable to gain this State , upon the be-

lief whereof I doubt, they have not confidered us the

more, or ufed us the better. For I do not find, that

the
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the French ambafladors at Nimeguen took any notice

of Sir Lionel Jenkins in the delivery of their late me-

morial there ; or that he came to be poflefTed of it

otherwife than from the Dutch ambafTadors. And
fince I came over, monfieur d'Eflrades has written fe -

veral letters to the towns of Amfterdam, Rotterdam,

Dort, and Leyden, to perfuade them that the prince
of Orange and his friends will have no peace : and the

penfioner has furprized an original letter from mon-
fieur Louvois to monfieur d'Eflrades, by which he

bids him tell thofe of his correfpondents in Holland,
from whom the laft advice came, that in cafe they

gave him no better, he would certainly flop their pen-
fions. The befh on it is, the fore feems to be broken,

and to have run out fo, as to leave the body more
healthful than before ; and if God blefs the prince in

jthis one enterprize of Mons, he will be greater here

than ever any of his anceftors were : I fuppofe, one

good fruit more may arife from this affair , which is,

that I do not believe any man who fees the courfe of

my difpatches, can think there are any more tricks

in the bufmefs ; nor do I fee why men mould be fick

any longer ofthat imaginary difeafe in England, after

they are cured here. And if the cure mould be wrought
at a time in both places, the world is fafe, let the war

go on ; if not, it may be loft ftill : and I know not

whether I fhall have charity enough to pray God for-

give them that prove the occafion of it. How all this

is received in court or country, I fhould be glad to

know from your lordfhip : for, after all the com-

pliments
made me here upon it, I am 'from thence to

judge what I may have dcferved by the infinite, per-

petual trouble and application it has forced me upon
fince I came over.

I fend your lordfhip a copy inclofed of my difpatch
this day to Mr. Secretary, which Mr. Meredith re-

folves firft to put into your lordftiip's hands : and

what-
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whatever other obfervances you can receive from him,
I am fure will be rendered to your lordfhip there arid

here, upon this and all other occrfions : fmce he can
have learned nothing eife, in the houfe of a perfon
that is, and ever fhall be, with a conflant and equal
paflion and truth, my lord, your, &c

To the King.

Hague, July 25, N. S. 1678.

May it pleafe your Majefly,
TLJAVING, fmce my coming lafl over, not only
*"* drawn all things here to a head, but this day
reduced them into form, and figned a treaty with the

States, according to my inflruc~lions, upon 'their con-

fent to all the four points given me in charge ; I pre-

fume your majefly will find it as much to your fatif-

faftion, as all perfons here believe 'it to the honour
and greatncfs of your crown ; which is all I fhall fay

upon a fubject wherein I have had fo much part my-
felf. However, you will not, I hope, be difpleafed to

know, that this affair fo ended, has 'left the prince of

Orange, in his own opinion, a happy man ; and in

all others here, a great prince once more : this State

being more fallen in than ever with his highnefs, and
both of them more than ever into a dependence upon
your majefly. J pray God, you may ufe fo great a

conjuncture fo as may be moil for your own glory and

felicity, as well as thofe of your crowns \ and then I

have my end and my reward.

Having charged Mr. Meredith, your majefly's fe-

cretary of the embafly here, with the delivery of the

treaty, and my difpatch to Mr, Secretary Williamfon,
I could not but give him this occafion of laying him-,

felf at your majefly's feet, and afk your pardon for

the long troubles I have been forced to give your

majefty, fmce my arrival here, as well as affure you at

the fame time, that no man alive can be, with a fin-

cerej*
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cerer truth or greater devotion than I am, arid fhall

be ever, Sir, your majefty's moft loyal and molt obe-

dient fubject and fervant.

To Mr. Hyde.

My Lord, Hague, July 29, N, S. 1678.
T HEARD by your fervants here, that you were grown
* to be fo ill at court, as to be gone down into the

country to a fcurvy piece of land you had bought
there ; and I, like a true courtier, upon this news
would not take the pains to write to a man whofe

affairs went fo ill : but for fear my intelligence ihould

prove asfalfe as what monfieur d'Eftrades had received

of late from Amfterdam, and that you fhould not only
be well at court frill, but the land you went to fee,

fhould prove to be one of the belt manors of England,
t could no longer omit alluring your excellency of

my humble fervices, and of the joy v/herewith I fhall

either obey your commands here, or receive your pro-
tection at Nimeguen, as his majefty's order fhall either

keep me in this place, or call us both thither j of
which I have yet no certain profpect.
Now I have made you my fcurvy compliments, if

you pleafe, we will leave them all off; and in the

common ftyle of friends, I will firft tell you, that I

have had the good luck to end the bufinefs with which
his majefty charged rne here, extremely to the prince
of Orange's fatisfaction, and as much to that of the

States ; excepting fome few, who, by fhewing their

difcontent at it, have difcovered themfelves to be too

plainly and too deep in the French interelt, to be
looked upon any longer as dealers here. Now I

would be glad to know from you, as a friend, and not
as a minifler, what is faid or thought of it at court,
and whether they continue in the mind I left them ^ or

what points the wind may have tacked about fince ;

and
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and what my lord Sunderland's bufmefs at prefent is

into France ; which is the great fubject of talk and

reflections here. I would be glad likewile to know your
conjectures there, whether France will come to the

peace or no, without refilling any longer to evacuate

the towns, which is the prefent wager current at Am-
fterdam , and my lord ambaffador Jenkins, according
to the lights of Nimeguen, was abfolutely of opinion

yefterday they would.

There never was fo defolate a place as the Hague at

this time ; and yet I was content the prince mould go
becaufe I never faw any body go in fo good humour,
as both he and all about him, upon the conclufion

made here the night before ; by which his friends take

him to make a greater figure than ever he did fmce

he came to the government : but this will depend in

fome meafure too upon the figure he will make in

Flanders ; where I have no very good opinion of the

relief of Mons, upon the
Joining

of marefchal Hu-
mieres and Schomberg with the duke of Luxemburg :

of all which you will fooner receive an account by
Flanders than from hence, where we have had, fmce

Monday lafl, a perfect vacation of all affairs ; fo that

you mall have no farther trouble beyond the afiurances

of my being ever, and truly, your, &c.

I gave Mr. Meredith order to wait upon you from

me, and to give you [any accounts you defired of all

that had pafled here.

To Mr. Godolphin.

SIR, Hague, July 29, N. S. 1678.
T HAD not time to write to you by Mr. Meredith,

which was due not only to you, but to the inclofure

of a letter the prince had given me for you, upon
the afiurance that I intended to write to you by that

2 difpatch.
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difpatch. All I could do then, was to order Mr.

Meredith to wait upon you particularly from me, and

both affure you of my fervice, and give you an ac-

count you cared for being troubled with, of my late

negotiation here. I knew you were fo much a friend

of the prince, as to be glad of what he was fo much

pleaied, and all about him fo exalted with here ; be-

caufe they never took him to be in fo great credit or

authority, as upon the conclufion of this bufmefs ;

and thereby the dependence of this State being wholly
caft upon England, which was juft upon the point of

being thrown into France ; and thereby leaving the

prince in fuch a figure, as I believe would have broke

his heart, if it had proved without remedy. What

you fay or think of it on that fide, I am yet to know,
and whether you continue in the mind I left you, or

how the weather has changed. And though you pro-
mifed to have my flatue fet up, if I could bring this

State to take their meafures with us before we had de-

clared the war, efpecially upon the point of prohibit-

ing commerce ; yet after that and all other points at-

tained perfectly to his majefby's mind, I will only

expecl: that you keep me from being hanged up in

effigy, if all fhould be changed, and my lord Sun-

derland fhould have more to do in France than I have

here. That is the prefent fubjecl: of wife talk in this

place : and, as both Mr. Hyde and you concluded
with me at my coming away, that one great ground
of the ill and hafby paces made here of late to a peace,

was* the belief they were in of ours in England ; fo,

I believe, you will conclude with me, that if we let

this knot
flip

but once more, it is never to be retrieved

again , and they will run into France without any

Hop, upon a diidain of all our conducl in England,
and the defpair of our proving conflant to their "in-

tereft, or our own. In fhort, the king is once more at

the head of all the affairs in Chriftendom j what wfe

he
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he will make of it is in his own hands and thofe of

his minifters and fervants that are about him. Among
whom, as I know no man that wifhes better at heart

to his majefly and his kingdoms than you do ; fo, I

am fure, no man can wifh better to you, in all points,
than I do ; nor more delire the occafions of exprefiing
the fmcere truth and paffion, as well as efteem, where-

with I am and mall be always, Sir, your, &C;

To the Duke of Ormonj.

My Lord, Hague, Auguft i, N. S. 1678.

CINCE my arrival here, I have had the hardeft pinch^ of bufmefs that ever befel me in my life. I have

concluded and figned a treaty between his majefty and
the States^ by which he is obliged to enter into the

war, and they to continue it, and not make peace
without much greater conditions, if France does not

agree to thofe the States accepted (about a month fince)

by the nth of this month. The prince would not

ftir till this treaty was figned, believing all his own in-

terefls, and the greater! of the crown of England, to

depend upon it. After it was done, he went away
immediately to the army ; a great prince in all others

opinions, and a happy one in his own ; which he had
been far from in both for fome months pail, The
French have ufed all the artifices imaginable to hinder

thefe meafures between us, and to take them feparately
with this State, in our exclufion, and even that of

the prince of Orange. Their laft was two days fince,

by a memorial of their ambaffadors at Nimeguen,
offering, that the kino- of France would advance him-O 7 O
felf as far as St. Quintin, to meet any deputies the

States would fend thither, and treat with them in per-
fon. The States having yefterday confidered with me

vipon it, have refufed the offer ; defired a pofitive
anfwer
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'anfwer upon evacuating the places in Flanders, and let

the French ambafladors know, they fhould not be

many days en kur entier to receive it. This is a flrange

change of ftyle in the world, and the king is once

more at the head of affairs in Chriitendom. What ufe

we fhall make of this conjuncture, is in the flars :

your grace and I will not venture to guefs, confider-

ing how well we know our court ; but I am fure we
ihall join in our wifhes ; and mine fhall ever be for

the good health and good fortunes that your grace
can propofe to yourfelf ; fmce no man can be with

greater paffion nor truth, than I am, and ihall be

tver, my lord, your grace's, &c.

To Mr. Secretary Williamfon.

S I R, Hague, Auguft i, N. S. 1678.

"\7~ESTERDAY, about noon, came an exprefs from*
Sir Lionel Jenkins, bringing me the incloied me-

morial, inviting the States to fend their deputies to St.

Quintin, in Picardy , where his mod Chriltian ma-

jefty will in perfon meet with them. I looked upon
it as a relblution in France grounded upon advices from

hence, as believing that fo. great a condefcenfion as

this of his moil Chriftian majefty could not but give
new life to monfieur Pats and his party ^ that the

effect of it would be, to draw this State into a negotia-

tion, not only feparate from all their allies, but even

from all offices or intervention of his majefcy, as me-
diator

-,
and make way for fome of the con fiderable

perfons of this State to take particular rneafures wit/i

the court of France.

This morning monfieur Van Lewen was with me,
and we difcourfed of this new memorial. He faid,

the thing feemed of the fame piece with all that had
come of late from France , and to be all but an amufe-

ment, while he purfued the taking of Mons, and the

VOL. IV. B b hopes



37 Letters of Sir William Temple

hopes that this State would flill fall into fome expedi-
ent in the point of evacuating the places. That he
was of opinion, the States would make fome reflection

upon this new offer ; particularly the French ambaf-

fadors at Nimeguen having faid to the States, that, by
this way of treating, affairs might be more advanced

in twenty-four hours, than in as many days by ether

hands. He told me,, that the States-General had re-

folved that their commifiioners for fecret affairs mould
come to me, and afk my opinion upon this new pro-

pofition , which he (monfieur Van Lewen) defired to

know before-hand.

I told him, I was fure fending to St. Quintin could

do no good ; fmce, if they were refolved, as he faid

they were, to infill upon the evacuation of the towns

without farther expedient, that might be better done

at Nimeguen, That, befides, it would be lefs relpect
to a great king, to draw him fo far in perfon, only to

receive a .peremprory mefTage from them, without in-

flruclions to treat, or fall into temperaments upon it.

That, thirdly, fmce before the treaty figned with his1

majefty, they had refolved not to fend to Paris nor

Ghent, I thought, fmce the treaty concluded, they
could not fend to St. Quintin, and thereby exclude his

majeily from any part in the negotiation, either as

mediator, or otherwife, .without his rnajefty's confent;

which could not be had but by fending into England,
fmce I had no infirudtions upon this new incident.

That this could not be performed within the time

prefixed in 'the treaty of the nth of this month:

and, therefore, my opinion was, that they mould

anfwer this memorial by another fhort one from their

ambafiadors at Nimeguen, exprefiing, that they mould
come to no new negotiations without the communi-

cation and confent of his majefty, with whom they
had entered into meaiures upon the late incident in the

negotiation of the peace. I told monfieur Van Lewen,
that
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that this was le grand 5? le beau cbemin ; and that I

did not fee how they could take any other, confider-

ing their ties to his majefty and Spain, who had joined
them in accepting the peace.

Monfieur Van Lewen fell in with my opinion, but

could not pretend to guefs what the advice of the

feveral towns would be upon it : after this he left me.

I then began to reflect, what iilue this affair would

"have had, in cafe the treaty had not been figned before

it came , which it muft not have been if I had firil

received your orders of the loth current; by which

I found his majefty infifted upon the prohibition of

commerce to be made a part of the treaty by parti-

cular article or convention ; which, the prince, pen-
fioner, and commiiTioners told me, could not be any

ways hoped for from the province of Holland, fo as

upon it the treaty muft of neceffity have demurred ;

which imported as much as the whole irTue of this

negotiation, in cafe it had not been concluded before

the prince left this place.
While I was in thefe laft thoughts, and had pur-

fued my letter as far as this laft period, I received

yours of the nth, upon the late treaty's having been

produced before his majefty, at a foreign committee,
with fo many faults laid to my charge in this trani-

aftion, that I have reafon to be as much mortified

as you can wifh me , though you are pleafecl to

fay, fome of the faults you find are without prefent
order.

The three chief points you have orders to except
to, and to defire a change, or elucidation upon them,
I will anfwer as well as I can.

As to that of commerce ; I was left, by the large

period upon it in my inftru&ions, to more liberty than

I have taken ; and the prince, penfioner, and com -

miMloners all allured me, it was not to be gained by
convention before-hand j but would certainly follow

B b 2 upon.
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upon this refolution of the States, and laft as long a

the war : and the prince took upon him to hinder the

failing of it from the emperor, or Spain , though that

claufe was put in to keep them up to the rigour of the

faid prohibition.
For that of the concert of the forces, I told you the

commifiioners faid, it would be agreed to in very few

days here
-,
and I charged my fecretary to let you know

that they had agreed upon it, by provifion, in that

very number of land forces I had before mentioned :

and I refolved, upon the return of the penfioner here

to town, to come to a fpecification between us of them
both at land and fea ; fo that I could never have ima-

gined this as an omifiion ; fince I was tied to nothing
in my inilructions, farther than the proportions of

three to two.

For that of the reftriction to Europe, I mud confefs

it a fault, fmce you fay it is found fo
-,
but I told you

then, it v/as a' point -I had no light given me in at all

from you or any body elfe in England : that all the

practices I had ever had there confirmed me in it, as

well as the penfioner, who told me, this State had

never made any treaty that extended beyond Europe.
Thus, I confefs, I thought I had followed my in-

ftructions upon all thefe points, and did not act with

fo much punctilious caution as I ought, it may be, to

have done ; for the conjuncture was fo critical, and to

be concluded before the prince's going, or elfe to be

loft, which was to decide whether this State mould
fall into a dependence upon England or France.

This is a point the French value, and purfue at

another rate, of which there needs no other teflimony
than this demarche of St. Quintin.
But fince the greatefl fervice I could ever hope to

do his majefcy, or the crown of England, proves to

be a fault, I humbly afk his majefty's pardon \ and mail

learn
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learn hereafter to tie myfelf as ftrictly to my orders, as

a clerk of the office ought to do, fmce I find fo fevere

a lam hang over me : though I am, I confefs, of

opinion, that no prince, or State, can ever tie up fo

ftrictly, either a general or an ambaffador, or give
them reafon to at in perpetual fear, without lofing
the greateft occafions in the world, either in treaties

or in war. And fo I end this unpleafant fubjccl, and

am, &c.

To Sir Jofepb WilHanifon.

S I R, Hague, Augiift 2, N. S. 1678.

J AST night I acquainted the penfioner with what
L"/ had pafled between me and the commiflioners,
and the refolution we were come to ; which was, that

it was not fit to fend to St. Quintin, and they could

net do it without the participation of England.
He faid, it was very well ; and that this artifice of

France, as it was the lad, fo it was the greateft \ and

that we had but this blow to ward : that if our treaty
had not been concluded, he mould have been in pain,
but did not fear now

-,
and faid, the States of Holland

were to affemble upon it this morning.
This morning at five I received a letter from the

prince, exprefTmg the greateft pain in the world upon
this laft memorial at Nimeguen ; defiring me to do all

that was poffible to hinder any deputation to St. Quin-
tin or Ghent, and to fpeak myfelf to all perfons here

that. I thought would be inclined to it. At five the

penfioner came to me, and gave me an account of the

refolution being taken both in the States of Holland,
and after in the States General, upon the French me-
morial : that they could not fend to St. Quintin or

Ghent, having nothing at all to propoie , that they
defired the French anfwer, pofitive, upon the point of

evacuating the places and figning the peace : that

B b 3 they
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they fhould not be many days en leur entier to receive

it : and this to be fent to the French ambafiadors at

Nimeguen, with a private letter to the Dutch ambaf-

fadors, to let them know, that the nth of this month
was the kit day they fhould be able to attend their

anfwer.

He told ire, all this was agreed unanimoufiy at

laft, though feme infilled long upon writing a letter

to the molt chriilian king ; but not that itfelf, with-

out firft afking my confent to it , deferring as much
as was pofllbk to the meafures they had taken with

England.
He was in fo good humour upon this occafion, that

I thought I could never have a better to put him

upon giving his majeily the fatisfaction you defire in

thofe points of the treaty ; and fo I preiTed him upon
it in the way you order me.

Upon the firft of commerce, his anfwer was, Qu'il
etoit impfjjible de le faire far convention, mats qiiil itolt

aufji irnpcffible qiie
cela put- manquerpendant la guerre, &

qiCil n?tn
ajjitrerolt, ceite refoluiion des Etats ne pcuvcif

etre doangee fans line ncuvelle > & il pouvoit tcujcurs

ewpecber cetie nouvelle rejclut'ion.

For the concert offerees, he faid, that by the nth
of this month, when we mould fee whether it were

war cr peace, the States would enter with me into a

fpecification of forces for fea and land
-,
and that he

thoifght forty mips would be the utmoft that they
Hiould furnilh at prefent : that according as occafion

fhould happen, there would be other concerts here-

after.

For the third, for the guarantee mutuelle beyond

Europe, he faid, that he would not fay pofitively, that

in the treaty, according as you alkdged, there was

not fuch a ciaufe, becaufe of the extremity they w^r'

jn when Spain engaged with them , but confefltd jie

had to}d me this State never engaged beyond Europe :

that
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that if it were fo, he would ufe all the endeavours hs

could to have it done : but considering the ftrength
.and populoufnefs of our plantations, and the weak-

nefs of the French, he could not believe but that we
Ihould beat them wholly out of the Weil Indies.

He then defired me, with the greatefl earneilnefs

in the world, that I would reprefent to his majefty
vthe Hopping, and thereby fpoiling fo great an affair,

by any difficulties in fuch points as thefe : that he

would write to monfieur Van Beuninghen to that pur-

pole, if it were not that I told him, how his majeily

kept the whole as a fecret to all but him and the

prince : that, for their part, their ratifications would
be ready on Thurfday next.

His majefty has the whole matter before him ; and

I defire my inflruclions may be clear and positive
-

9

which I mall not fail of obeying, I am, &c.

To my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, Auguft 2, N. S. 1678.
T WILL not trouble your lordlhip wkh any thing that
-*"

goes in my difpatch this poll to Mr. Secretary Wil-

liamfon, becaufe I know you have your mare in it.

I will only tell you, that after all the applaufes have
been given me here upon the perfection of the lad

treaty, and among all the accounts given this laft pob
from England, of his majefly's and the general fatif-

faction upon it there, I received a letter from fecre-

tary Wiiliamfon, that found twenty faults with it, and
allows nothing in it that was good. I was the more

furprized, becaufe your lordfhip had let me know the

poll before, that every thing flood upon the fame foot

it did when I left England ; and I had obfcrved, that

our forces were fmce come over into Flanders ; by
which, and by the French demarches here and at Ni-

jneguen, where they take no notice of his majefty's
B b . media-
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mediation in ail that paries between them and the

Dutch, I concluded all confidence irreparably broke

between us and France ; efpecially the ufage of our

troops there fucceeding their inPamces about clifband-

ing them at home. All this confidered, I could not

imagine there could have been no good in a treaty that

drew the dependence of this State wholly from France,

and. call it upon England, in fuch a conjuncture, and
about which his majefty was fo felicitous when I left

him, I concluded this muil be perfonal in fecretary
Williamfon ; and I have written to him accordingly,
and juitified myfelf ; as I am fure, if there was a

fault, it mud have -been in the lanicnefs of his in-

ftruclions, which no ambaflkdor can aft by, and upon
which I call Mr. Hyde, Mr. Godo.lphin, and Sir Li-

onel Jenkins to witnefs j and your lordfhip too, upon
this fingle period in his laft mftruclions the poll before

laft, upon the time of our declaring the war, which I

as much prefied about here, and was fain to fence off

2sIcoukL Kis words are thefe, of July i6th, 'As
* to the time of his majefty's declaring the war, that,
c

you know, is to be taken upon the time of the fign-

ing the treaty ; and not at all to depend on the time
c

fet for tL-e French's refufal of this- farther offer,
* otherwife than as that mall relate to the concluding
c of thepvopoied treaty between his majefty.ind Hol-
4 land.

3

My fecretary.and I were both very long bufy,
not to find out the fenie, but his own meaning of it*

and were fain to give it absolutely over, which hap-

pened to. me fo often, that it is nothing new from

that hand. Thefe lafhes and mortifications are as little

fo too, having very often befallen me from him ; hut-

never once from my lord Arlington, fecretary Trevor,
or fecretary Coventry, in ten years fervice under their

correfpondence. I fhould be very ;!:id to knov/ from

your Icrdfhip, whether I am miilaken or no, in believ-

ing this ufage perfonal
from him

-, for, if it be frorn

his.
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his majefty, I lhall take it for another fign, and make
another ufe of it. In the mean time, I beg your lord-

fhip to take care that rny inftructions may be clear

hereafter, or, at lead, intelligible ; for I am resolved

to do nothing without them, let what will happen.
One thing more I beg your lordfnip to get altered by
his majefty's command, which is, that I may have

conftant advice, from one of the fecretary's office, of

all that pafies in England , at lead, what can relate to

affairs here. 1 believe no ambaffador before ever

failed cf at lead a paper of occurrences every poll ;

and, in all the time I have been here, I have not re-

ceived one line ; fo that 1 knew neither of my lord

Sunderland's going, my lord Fevermarn's, nor the

marquis Burgomaine's, otherwife than by the deputies
or other minifters here, muchIds of du Cros's over-

ture in England, that the towns mould be reftored by
France, in cafe this State would give their guaranty
that none of the allies mould afiid the enemies of

Sweden. I mention this becaule, though it be as im-

practicable as other things of that kind that have come
from France, yet it has made a great buz among half-

witted people here, when it came to be confidered

upon this lad memorial of the French, whether any

expedient could be offered by France in the point of

evacuating the towns.

The wife conclude all to be artifice, and never a

greater, than this offer of the moil chr;ltian king, to

come in perfon to St. Quintin, to n. and treat with

the deputies of this State. They coniicier the confe-

quence of fuch a king's cajoling, or his minider's

corrupting any that mould go ; but chiefly of amufing
thefe people fo far as to break the times, and thereby
the rneaiures concluded with us. They believe the

bottom of all to be the amufing either us, or Holland,
till upon the approach of winter, and the German
armies

going into quarters, they may draw all their

forces
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forces out of Germany, and make one pufh for the

conquefl of Flanders. In the mean time, that which
is fown by them here with fuch induflry, is firft, that

nothing can defend this State and country from all its

neighbours but France ; nor, confequently, give them

perpetual peace and trade : then, that France can

never have any defign upon their liberty, becaufe they
can .make more ufe of their men and mips, while they
are great and fiouriming, than they can do by. their

growing weak and poor , which muft follow the con-

quering and fupprefiing their liberties. Then, that

they are no rival to them in trade, which England is,

and muft ever be ; and that all the danger to their

liberties is from his majeiry and the prince of Orange,

upon concert between them, in relation to England
and this country : and now, laftly, upon this incident

at Nimeguen, they fay, it all arofe only upon a vifit

made by count Oxenilern to the French ambafTadors,
when they were ready to fign the peace, defiring them,
it might not be done without a provifion for Sweden :

and that no furprize could be greater than that of the

king of France, when he heard the peace was delayed

by that incident. In ihort, they are extreme fenfible

of having made a horrible 'ill pace, and would fain

recover it, but find it very difficult, and, I believe,

will not be able, unlefs we help them -, which, whether

we mall or no," your lordfhip beft knows.

I fend you the laft French memorial in print ; for

the fame day they communicated it to the Dutch am-

bafladors, they difperfed numerous printed copies

among all thefe provinces. I fend your lordfhip like-

wife a peculiar printed fort of Gazette, which comes

out every poft, but only into few and particular hands ;

but this is the fhrewdeft pen, and the belt informed

that ever I met with. I am ever, with the fame pat-

Con and truth, my lord, your, &c,

I am.
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I am very well content his majefty may fee this

letter, and judge upon it, how I am like to ferve

him in the circumflances I Hand with the fecretary's

office.

To Sir Jofepb Williamfon.

SIR Hague, Auguft 5, N. S. 1678.
*TP H E penfioner having been with me, I have dif-

"* courfed him upon the points which you faid his

majefty would have infifted upon ; and he promifes
all the beft offices to bring them about , but faid,

that his majefty would not be much concerned for the

amendments in theie points, if it were a peace \ which,

for his part, he did not at all doubt of-, and therefore

deiired me to endeavour that nothing might be ftirred

before the ratification, upon which he took the peace
to depend. I afked him, what made him think fo ?

He replied, he would tell me in confidence, that mon-
fieur Sylvercroon had been with^him the day before, to

let him know, that the Swedifh ambafladors had

written to the French king, to defire him not to hinder

the peace of Chriftendom any longer by infifting upon
the reftitution of Sweden before the evacuation of the

towns : and that they expected an anfwer from France

upon it within two or three days. That hereupon, he,

the penfioner concluded, France was refolved to make
the peace, and evacuate the towns ; for,, he was very
fure, France and Sweden underftood one another ; that

the laft made no pace without the direction and con-

fent of the other. He faid, monfieur Sylvercroon had

fpoken to him of it as a thing done ,
and faid upon

it, that he hoped now the peace was made, and that

this State would not acroche it upon the neutrality of
Cleves and Juliers. That he, the penfioner, had told

him, that was a point the State had come to no refo-

lution in, but only to order their ambaffadors at Ni-

meguen
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meguen to ufe all the mod prefling offices they could
with the French ambaffadors upon it ; but that there

were four of the provinces refolved not to have the

peace without it , and, for his part, he would cry

againft it all he could. He defired to know his ma-

jefty's thoughts upon it, and that I would write and

reprefent to his majefty the importance of this matter;
and that, in the mean time, the peace muft take its

courfe without it.

About nine o'clock this
morning arrivec} Mr. Me-

redith with new inftructions from his majefty, ground-
ed upon an intimation of monfieur du Cros, as is there

exprefied. Soon after monfieur du Cros himfelf came
to me, and told me the whole ftory of his proportion.
He enlarged upon his majefty's great bounty to the

crown of 'Sweden, by yielding to every one of the

points which he had propofed to his majefty in his

memorial ^ and concluded with the joy he fnould have

in feeing me fo foon at Nimeguen, to fecond the afTu-

rances he was to give the Swedifh ambaffadors upon
this occafion.

I told him, that the intentions of his journey and

mine had already been prevented by the Swedifh am-
baiTadors having ofthemfelves made that pace towards

the peace, which he pretended to bring them to by his

majefty's conceificns. Upon this, monfieur du Cros

looked extremely furprized ; but recovering himfelf,

faid, he did believe the letters he writ to the French

ambaiTadors the poft before he came away, might have

had that effect, as to make them do the thing before

he came : but it was dans k veuz de quelque chofe qtfils

efperoient d'Angleterre : but, by comparing times, I

found that could not be.

He feemed very unrefolved upon all thefe difcourfes,

whether he fnould go to-Nimeguen or not ; and afked

me, what I intended to do
x
? I anfwered, I fhould

n;ot refolve to ftira without firft giving an account to

court
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court of the matter as it flood. So we parted, and he

went about five this afternoon towards Nimeguen.
I cannot but take notice, that fome of his majefty's

conceffions in du Cros's memorial are of as great im-

portance as can be to the crown of England : as the

third and fourth, concerning the liberty not only of

levying our mariners and foldiers, but of buying our

fliips and men of war.

What effect monfieur du Cros's difcourfes may have

here, I cannot tell, as to the peace ; but as to his ma-

jefty's meafures and intentions to it, they have, I am
fure, had a very ill one. For my part, I neither un-

derftand the counfels upon which they were grounded,
nor will pretend to judge of the event.

About feven in the afternoon, I fpoke with the pen-
fioner again, and communicated to him my new in-

flruclions. He faid, there would be no difficulty as

to the neutrality of the enemies of Sweden, nor as to

thofe of the allies, who accepted not the peace with

France. Then he faid, the State had fent to Nime-

guen their anfwer, by which they could not fend to

St. Quintin ; and upon the communication of it to

the French, monfieur Colbert had fallen into the

greateft emportement in the world, and particularly

againfl monfieur Beverning.
Sir Lionel Jenkins writes me word, that the French

take fo little notice of his majefty's mediation -there,,

that he has not heard one fyliable from them fince they

gave him their conditions of the 1 4th of April. I fend

Mr. Aglionby away with this difpatch, confidering the

importance of it : befides, that this gentleman hav-

ing attended the whole motion of this affair ever fmce

my coming over, will be able to give his majefty a

very particular account of all the fteps that have been
made in it, and of all that caja be known from this

feene. I am ever, &c.

2 From
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From Penfioner Fagel.

Hague, Augutt 6, 1678.

S I R,

TT AVING well confidered"
the orders which your ex-

cellence communicated to me

by direction of the king your
mailer, and knowing that this

State will never put the ifTue

of the peace upon the foot

of the neutrality of Cleves ;

and that you have no orders

in this point from the king

your matter: that this State

will not carry on the war with

vigour, without the exceed-

ing unreafonablenefs of France

in refufmg to evacuate the

places, be made appear, as it

will when Sweden hasconfent-

ed to if : that the king your
matter alfo will not concur in

carrying it on but on this condi-

tion, as appears plainly by this

(tep, and by the difficulties

which your court have made to

ratify the treaty, without fuch

alterations as can never be con-

fented to here : that du Cros is

well acquainted with your in-

ftrucYions : and that Sylver-

croon has already publifhed
what they are here, as the other

is goi ng to do at Nimeguen ; and

that, perhaps, with fome cir-

cumftances worfe than they re-

ally contain : that Sweden feem-

ing

Depar k PenfionnaireFael.

/I
"

AlaHaye, le6Aouft, 1678.

Monfieur,

Tant confidere hs ordres

que votre excellence

n?a communiquee de la part
du roy votre maitre & voy-
ant que cet Etat n'acrochera

pas la paixfur la neutralise

de Cleves, & que <uous tfa-

vez pas aucun ordre la def-
fus de la part du roy votre

maitre
-, que cet Etat ne

foutiendra pas la guwre a-

vec vigueur, fans que la

France foit mife dans fon
dernier tort par les refus d'-

evacuer les places, ce qiiar-
rivera quand la Suede y au-

ra conjenti : que la roy vo-

tre maitre ne le fera pas
aujjifans cela> comme il pa-
roit .par cette demarche^ &
par les difficultez que wire
cour a fait de ratifier le

trait^ fans des changemem
qifon ne pent pas faire icy:

que du Cros a feu votre de-

pecbe^ & que Sylvercroon I*a

deja debite id comme Tau-
tre <ua faire a Nimegue, &
avec de circonftances put etre

plus mauvaifes qrfil ne con-

tient : que la Suedefemblant

deja
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Ing willing already to bate
dejafe deporter de leurs pre-

fomething of their pretenfions, tenftons, 6? far la, la France
and France therefore appearing farojfrant fa Couloir faire
cfcfirous to make the peace ; ,t

,

*
/y f b

is for the fervice of this State f *,..

to owe the doing of it rather &*W encore cetteMSa~

to England, which will ferve *to* a VAngkterre, ce qin

to continue and ftrengthen our fervira a continuer les liai-

mutual obligations after the
fons entre nous apres la faw9

peace ; which is a matter of
qUj eft me fafe de la der-

the laft confequence to the in- nkre importance pour les in-
terefts of his majefty, of this ,^ ^ fa maj^ , -

State, and of the prince. For

all thefe reafons, 1 think it ab-

folutely neceflary for the ge
neral good of Chriftendom,

tat9 6? le prince. Je croy

four toutes ces raifons 9 qu'il

eft abfolument necejfaire,
tant

and for the common intereft of pour le bien comnwn de la

each nation, that your excel-
Cbretiente, que pour leurs

lence fhould without delay inter^ que votre excel-

repair to Nimeguen, according
{ Ufgf

to the orders you have receiv- *
r j j

cd. I am your excellency's ***&** en[mte des crdre
f

moft humble and mod obe- q^elle a receu. Je Juts, de

dient fervanr, V. E. le tres humble & tres
'

Gafp. Fagel. obe'iffant ferviteur*

Gaff. Fagel.

To Sir Jofiph Williamfon.

SIR, Nimeguen, Auguft 9, N. S. 1678.
TN humble obedience to his majefty's exprefs com-
*

mands, I, Sir William Temple, came hither at

feven a clock laft night: immediately upon my arri-

val, monfieur de Balba fent to know, whether he

might make me a vifit, which I confented to, and he

came accordingly.
His difcourfe confided of his hopes that I brought

a good peace along with me; his defires to hear whe-
ther the treaty at the Hague were ratified or no; and
his complaints that the French, notwithftanding the

S>vedes
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Swedes having defifted, yet ftill refufed to fign the

peace^ That, for his partj he could not be forry for
1

it ; for though he fhould have figned it, if they had

confented, yet, after having figned a peace fodeftru&ive

to Chriftendom, he fhould have retired himfelf from
all public bufmefs for the reft of his life.

Upon the enquiring the occafion of my coming, 1

told him, as I have done every body elfe, that having
been aflured at the Hague, that the Swedes here having
defifted from the pretenfions of being reftored before

the evacuation of the places ; and the French having

always profeiTed that difficulty to . have been raifed

wholly upon their occafion ; I made no queftion but

the peace would be immediately figned ; and there-^

upon came hither upon his majefty's orders, that I

fhould be prefent at the conclufion of it.

Upon the marquis's going out, my colleague Sir

I jonel Jenkins came in to me ; and being furprized at

the unexpeclednefs of my arrival, and I afking him
whether he knew nothing of it ? he faid, nothing, but

from the talk of a confident man lately arrived here,

who had given out he had brought the peace in his

pocket, and orders for Sir William Temple to come
with him at Nimeguen.

Hereupon I fhewed my colleague my inftrudlions^

which you laft fent me, grounded upon monfieur du
Cros's proportion : he told me the thing was done

before I came : that the Swedes had not only defifted

from their pretenfions \ but that the French had owned
it in their memorial on Sunday laft, and declared, that

upon it their mafter defifted from detaining the towns :

but, however, that he, my colleague, did not find

the peace was much the nearer, fince the French am-
baiTadors did ftill refufe to fign it, and perfifted that

the Dutch fhould fend to treat and conclude it, either

with the king their mafter in perfon, or with the de-

puties at Ghent : whereupon, confulting with my col-

league,
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league, we concluded together, that we mould not

fay any thing to the Swedifh ambafladors of what youf
hit initructions imported, unlefs they fpoke to me of

it, and feemed to expect it from me j in regard that

whatever his majefty intended mould be done by the

Swedes, towards the evacuation of the towns, had been

already fully done by them : and that no declaration

of his majefty's inftructions to me was meant, or could

tend to this new difficulty raifed by France, about the

Dutch deputing to the moil chriilian king, or to his

deputies at Ghent.

The next vifit I received was at nine this morning
from the Danifh ambafiador, whofe difcourfe was

chiefly upon the occafion of my journey hither ; upon
the ground it may give to the Dutch* of receiving
otherwife this propoial from France, than they might

poffibly have done if I had been at the Hague ; upon
the liberty monlieur du Cros had taken here, ofproving
the inftructions he brought from his majefty, and the

credit he had at our court , which he, the ambaflador,

thought very ftrange, confidering what he paiTed for

at theirs, where he was fufficiently known. And
thereupon he gave me a character of the man, which
I will not trouble you with*

After the Dane's leaving me, the Swedim ambarTa-

dors came in : their difcourfe confided in valuing the

generous pace they had made, of defifting from their

pretenfions, fmce thofe alone feemed fo much to retard

the peace*

They faid, that though they reckoned upon the

good offices of Holland after the peace, as well as

upon the afiiftances of France towards their reftitution,

yet their chief confidence was in the good intentions of
his majeily towards their crown ; of which they had
received fo good tefiimonies upon all occafions.

Hereupon they began to difcourfe of the laft French
memorial : and made their particular reflections upon

VOL. IV. C c two
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two paflages in it. The firft, that France feemed tor

intend that they, the Swedes, fhould owe their reftitu-

tion to the meafures that France fhould take with

Holland upon that occafion ; whereas their chief hopes
were from his majefty ; and they had very little from

Holland, befides their common offices, after the peace
was made. The next was from the laft words of the

memorial ; by which it appears, that France intended

to treat and conclude the peace with the deputies of
the States in a place where there was like to be no
minifter from Sweden ; which, they fay, they did not

very well underftand ; nor thought they had reafon to

be fatisfied with what the French ambafTadors told

them upon it, that the king their matter's intention

was, the peace fhould be frgned at Nkneguen, though
it were concluded at St. Quinti-n.

All that I anfwered to thefe difcourfes was my com-

pliments upon the declaratbn they had made, of de~

filling from their pretenfions, rather than hindering the

peace of Chriftendom ; and the afTurances that I had
orders to give them, of his majefty's good intentions

towards their crown. And here our difcourfe was like

to end ; when I reiblved to make fome mention of

monfieur du Cros, to find out what they would fay

upon it ; and what the true ground had been of his

journey and mine hither.

I told them, that I was in hopes to have found the

peace ready to be fignecT here when I came : for, be-

fides the afTurances the penfioner had given me and

monfieur Sylvercroon, at the Hague, of their excel-

lencies having defifbed from their pretenfions, which
had difficulted the peace, I heard that monfieur du
Cros had laid upon the way hither, that he carried the

peace in his pocket, and that he brought exprefs orders

to them, the Swedes ambafiadors, which they had not

before.

Monfieur
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Monfieur Oxenflern faid very gravely to this,

Affeurement nous n'avons pas agipar des ordres qui nous

ont etc portes par Mr. du Cros : but monfieur Olive-

cram, fmiling, faid, Monfieur, pour ce qui eft de la

vanite, il faut pardonner amonfieur duCros, puifquevous

favez qu'il eft garfon. I told them hereupon, that

monfieur du Cros had told both me and monfieur du

Sylvercroon, that the declaration made by the Swedifh

ambarTadors here had been grounded upon the aflur-

ances that his majefty had given particularly to mon-
fieur du Cros, in England. Monfieur Olivecrans re-

plied a little warmly, Monfieur, vous me pardonneras,
cela aetefonde fur let affurances que k roy m'a donnts

devant que de partir de Londres.

By thefe lights, I fuppofe, you will be able to un-

riddle better than I can do here, what hath been the

true bottom of all this intrigue.
After the Swedes left me, the Dutch ambafTadors

came in
-,
and prefently after them, as we had coiv

certed together, came Sir Lionel Jenkins. They fell

prefently into difcourfe of the laft French memorial ;

in which, they faid, they could find little more than

in the former, but that it was a tranfpofition of worcls<

For, whereas they had faid before they would not

evacuate the towns without reflitution to Sweden,

they now fay they will evacuate the tow'ns ; but they
will firft treat and agree with the Dutch about the

fatisfacliion of Sweden.

They faid, the firft period was clear, and that upon
it they offered to fign the peace : but the French re-

fufed, faying, that though their memorial confided of

three periods, yet they were to be taken pour tine chofe
toute d'unefuite.

The next remark they made was upon the words'

toutes les places, in the firfc period , which word toutes,

they found, upon fearch, never to have been in any of
their memorials or letters before. And they obferved

C c 2 the
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the meaning of it might be, that though they defifted

;

from the cleiign of retaining all the places, yet they did

not from that of retaining fome of them : and the words,,
if you pleafe to obferve them, feem to bear it.

Monfieur Beverning faid farther, that when he
offered to fign the peace, and faid that they mould not

be many days longer at liberty,, a caufe de kurs engage-
ment : the French replied, Vous vous fiex a vos engage-
wens, mejfieurs ; & ie roy a deux cent mille bommes

qu'il a blen paye. They told them farther,, that his

majefly hath fuch treaties with France, thatwould keep
him from performing ce que monfieur Temple a ftipule*
a la Hays. Whereto monfieur Colbert added, Et

pourquoy monfieur Tern-pie ne vient~ilpas ? ila les ordres

du rcy fon mc.ilre de revenir icy, auffi ne fait-il a la Haye
que du mal.

After, they concluded that the defign of France was,

to draw this bufinels into a particular negotiation be-

tween them and the States, without either the Swede
of the one iicle, or their, allies of the other ,. and with-

out England too ; and by that means to. hinder them
from the afTiftance either of their allies or of us. That

by thefe memorials about deputations to France, and

by their artifices in feathering copies of them as foon;

as they were delivered, they hoped to prevent the mea-

fures between us and Holland , and to draw out time

while they purfued the fiege of Mons, and while Eng-
land fhould grow weary of keeping up their forces ^

which they knew a parliament would not be willing to

pay for a peace,, though they would for a war. Mr..

Haran added, iltfy a pirfonne fi avcugle qui ne veil tons,

ces artifices. They both wifhed very much that I Sir

William Temple were now at the Hague, becaufe they
doubted what effect this memorial of France might
have upon them there when they fhonld fee, in the

firfb period of it, a declaration of the French to evar

cuate the towns, but not confider that which follows.

The
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The firft vifit I Sir William Temple received this af-

ternoon was from count Kinfki
-,
whofe chief difcourfe

was in extolling the force of England, which had ap-

peared fo much in his majefty's late arming fo power-

fully in fo fhort a time
-, faying, that if the king pleafed

he was arbiter of the world, and might be fo of this

peace here, if he thought fit.

That for their part (meaning the Imperial ambafTs-

dors) in it, all that he would fay, was, that they were

fent thither four trailer, & non fas four recevoir des.

hix ; but that the French underftood it otherwife
-,
and

that nothing had palled between them, fmce the French

publifhed the conditions upon which they would make
the peace in the beginning of April laft : fmce which

time they had often offered to treat upon them, but

the French excufed themfelves ; and, for their parts,

they wer<e refolved not to receive thofe conditions with-

out treating upon them.

Next to count Kinfki came to me the Brandenburgh
.ambafiadors, whofe difcourfes were either compliment,
or politic upon the affairs of Holland ; how near the

prince was being abfolutely loft there about three

months ago ; and how much he was recovered fmce
this laft incident from France, about the -evacuating of
the towns.

The next hours of five, fix, and feven this after-

noon were given to the three French ambafiadors,
who had been the laft to demand it of me; having
been yefterday out of town at my arrival. All pafled
with a great compliment and kindnefs ; befides which,
monfieur d'Eftrades endeavoured to Ihew, that all the

fincerity in the world had been of his mafter's fide,

but that all had been artificial on the part of the States ;

but efpecially on monfieur Beverning's, who, he faid,

was trcf habile homme^ and always"found fome fpecious

thing or other to hinder the peace ; by which the

C c 3 French
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French found that the States abfolutely had no mind
to it, how. much foever his mafter defires it.

Monfieur Colbert's whole difcourfe was, how the

incident touching the towns proceeded wholly frorri

monileur Oxenfterrf; how the tnoft chriftian king could

not, in honour, refufe it to an ally ; though he (mon-
fieur Colbert) :'; ,,;o;ht it much againfl his matter's

intereft, and more againft that of Sv/eden : that his

mafter had defifted immediately upon the Swedes de-

fifting by their declaration, which was made to them

here, July 2 6th, N. S.

This made me reflect upon what monfieur du Cros

would have fold fo dear to his majefty, after that the

Swcdifn .ambafTadors had given the point here, and,
as monfieur Olivecrans faid, upon the afiurances his

majefty had given him before he came laft from Lon-
don ^ but, as others interpret it here, from the fears

that, in cafe the war went on this fummer, the Dutch
would lend their fleet to the allies to beat the Swedes

clearly out of Pomerania.

I remember nothing in monfieur d'Avaux's vifit,

befide the ordinary things that parTed in thofe of his

colleagues.
About eight o'clock the Dutch ambafiador-s came

to us both a fecond time, and faid, they had orders

from their mailers to communicate to us the anfwer

they had newly received from them to the French

memorial of Sunday iaft ; which was, in Ihort, that

they were ready to fign the peace, and mould be fo till

to-morrov/ was part : after which they fhould be at

liberty no longer, in regard of their engagements with.

his majefty :*" but that if they (the French urnbafla-

dors) would fign the peace, their mailers the State?,

after it was figned (to fhew their refpecls to the mod'

chriftian king) would fend their ambafikdors not only

$Q St. Quintin, but to Paris.
'^**- /-r-.1

llie



to the King, the Prince of Orange, &c. 391

The time being thus fhort, and expiring to-morrow

at twelve at night, they told us, they fhould go ftraight

from us to acquaint the PYench arnbaffadors by word

of mouth with this anlwer of the States; intending
to give it to them to-morrow more extenfively in

writing. We are always. Sir, your mofl faithful

humbk fervants,

W. TEMPLE.
L. JENKINS.

To Mr. Secretary Williamfon*

SIR, Hague, Auguft 16, N- S. 1678.

f^\
N Saturday laft, in the evening, I received yours

^-^ of the 3Oth paft, at Nimeguen, with his majefty
?
s

orders to exchange the ratifications of the late treaty

here , upon which, you are pleafed to fay, his rnajefty

put fo much weight. I found upon computation, that

yefterday, being Monday, was the laft day allowed for

the exchange of the faid ratifications
-,
and refolved to

part by three o'clock next morning, that I might not

fail of arriving here in time ; which I did about feven

o'clock yefterday morning, after having been all night

upon the way. I immediately fpoke with the penfioner,
and acquainted him with my orders to exchange the

-ratifications, and of what you command me to let him
know here of his majefty's intention upon it ; which

was, that I ihould frill endeavour to procure an amend-
ment of thofe points in the treaty, againit which his

majeftyhas made exception though he had not thought
fit to delay the ratification upon it, both for the infinite

-confequence of the bulinefs, and his great zeal to fup-

port the interests in queftion , upon which grounds he

had chofen rather to rely upon the States for obraining
thofe points after the ratification, than to delay it upon
them.

The penfioner feemed extremely pleafed that the

ratifications are come, and that I had orders to exchange
C c 4 them j
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them ; which he defired might be done in form at ten

o'clock. As to the points ftill infifted on, he faid, he

would not fail of acquainting the States with them at

fuch times, and in fuch manner, as he thought would
conduce moft to the fuccefs of them, and thereby to

his majefty's fatisfaction ; though he conceived, fmce

a peace was like to follow, his majefty would find no

necefiity of infifting upon them for the prefent ; and
his majefty's ratification would have much more force

and credit here, if it came barely to the States without

thofe circumflances, after the fears they had been in

of his majefty's not
ratifying

the treaty.

After this he fell immediately to fpeak of the peace
that had been lately figned at Nimeguen ; and witli

great trouble in his face, and, I believe, at heart, when
I faid, IIfaut avoiler qtfdle eft belle, principakment

ayant elefigneefans I'Efpagne ; he replied, it was true
-,

but that this laft would never have been done without

monfieur du Cros's journey, and his debiting both here

and at Nimeguen, that his majefty was reiolved not to

come to a rupture with France ; but had taken his

meafures abfolutely with them upon the peace ; and

that orders were fent over to my lord Sunderland to

that purpofe. I told him, I difcovered by my going
'to Nimeguen, .that all the bufmefs of monfieur du Cros

had been only an intrigue of his own ; and, I believe,

a furprize upon his majefty : that I had thereupon
never laid one word to the Swediih arnbafiVlors there

of his majcily's warranting the neutrality of Spain,
or any thing elie contained in the difpatches received

from England with monfieur du Cros ; but had made
that advantage of rnyjournev, as in great meafure

to take away the ill imprefTions which had been given
them of his'majefty's conduct by du Cros's difcourfes,

pnd the French ambaffadors upon them. He feemed

Co l)e extreme glad of bo^h theic points, and laid, he

woulj
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would immediately give the prince notice of them ;

that monfieur du Cros's journey was a thing done,

and fo without remedy ; and therefore they muil make
the bed of what was paft, and provide as well as

they could againil what was coming upon them, in

which they mould have infinite need of his majefty's
refolution and conftancy, pcur fupporter la foibleffe de

quelques gens de cet etat^ qui ne tendoient qi?a la ruine

du pa'is auffi Hen que du 'prince. That for his part, he

faw very well the artifices of France in all that had

pafled at Nimeguen. That they knew the Dutch
ambalTadors had orders to fign the peace, in cafe the

evacuation of the places were yielded before the nth
of this month, according to our late treaty ; but that

they could not fign after that day was expired. That

they were refolved to prevent the force of this con-

junction between his majefly and this State by fign-

ing the peace that night, upon yielding to evacuate

the places ; but that they had not difcovered this in-

tention till ten o'clock that morning, in a conference

which lafted till three in the afternoon ; after which

they knew there would neither be time for the Spanifh
ambafTadors to adjufl their treaty that night, nor for

the Dutch to fend for orders to the States, whether to

fign without the Spaniards, or no : that the Dutch
ambafladors had extremement {recipite raffaire , and
that he knew very well the French were perfuaded by
fome of their correfpondents here, that the States

having once figned, though Spain fhould not agree,
would yet be concluded by it. And that the French
ambafTadors had thereupon railed new points in their

treaty with Spain, which had never been mentioned in

the French proportions at Nimeguen. That they
would indeed have a very fine game to play, if in only
giving up Maeftricht to the Dutch, they might re-

tain the other places in Flanders ; and have the liberty

thereby of invading Cleves and Juliers, while this State

mould
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fhonld have their hands tied up \ but that they would
be deceived in all this meafure. That the States

would never ratify the treaty, urjlefs that of Spain were

firft concluded
-,
and the places in Flanders, as well as

Maeftricht, ftiould thereupon be actually evacuated.

That, till Spain had figned, they would neither fend

their deputies to France (though they might pofiibly
name them) nor fo much as confent to the ceafing of

hoflility. That, God be thanked, there was an ex-

prefiion in the late treaty, by which his majefty and

the States were engaged one to another , not only in

cafe France mould refufe to promife the evacuation of

the places, but alfo in cafe they mould delay to do it,

either upon the account of the fatisfadtion of Sweden,
or any other caufe ; or in cafe, after they had agreed
to it, they fhould detreffare. That the ratifications

being once exchanged, he did not doubt his majefty
would be firm to them in all thefe points, as they
fhould be both to him and to themfelves.

After this he told me, he Ihould fee me again when
the commifiloners came to exchange the ratifications j

which they accordingly did between ten and eleven,

and the exchange was made in form between us.

Monfieur Van Lewen took occafion to fay upon it,

That as nothing but our figning the treaty could have

made the French yield to the point of evacuating
the places, fo nothing but our ratification could keep
them up to it. That they had difcovered their arti-

fices more than ever, by the long chicane they had
made with the Dutch ambafiadors about retaining

Maeiiricht, Charleroy, or Ghent, even the very day they

figned the treaty ; by which they fhewed plainly, that

nothing had brought them to it, but the fear of a firm,

conjunction between England and Holland ; and that

he ftill feared what might be the confequence of the

treaty figned without the Spaniards.'

2 I tolc}
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I told the commiffioners, his majeffy had ever

reckoned upon Spain's concluding at the fame time

with them j and upon evacuation of the Spanifh places,
as the very fundamental point of the States agreeing
to the French conditions. That I found before I came
from Nimeguen, that the difficulties were like to be

great between France and Spain ; and that the Dutch
ambafTadors thereupon had a mind to put that bufi-

nefs upon us, the king's ambaffadors there -

9 but that

we had excufed ourfelves from it, and told that we
had always looked upon it as a part of the States

agreement with France, and with which they ought
to charge themfelves, as the moil effential part -of

their own treaty. I afked the commifiioners, whether

they were not of this mind ? The penfioner faid, they
were ; and that the Dutch ambaffadors mould ,be

charged with it, as a point without which the peace
'

could not be ratified. Monfieur Van Lewen fecondcd

them, and faid, it was the foundation of all the reft ;

and that, he did believe, there was not one man in

the States would confent to the ratifications with-

out it.

I remember nothing elfe that paiTed upon this oc-

cafion , and mail upon the whole, in fhort, give you
my own opinion of the prefent difpofitions here in

this great conjuncture. There is a party here, that

would certainly drive this State into fuch meafures with

France as might bring the provinces not only into a

dependence, but even under the fubjection ofFrance ;

and this party confifts chiefly of rich men, of the old

Loveftein faction, in five or fix of the great trading
towns of this province. They are induced to it by
the hatred and fear of the houfe of Orange -,

and by
the belief, that if they live under the protection of

France, the liberty and trade of the country mall be
flill preferved , and the hands of the government only

changed from the prinoe of Orange's friends to thole

of
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of this party. The French have had all along, but

efpecially for thefe feven or eight months paft, a clofe

intelligence with the beft heads of this party, and by
them infufed it into many well-meaning men, that no-

thing but the protection of France can preferve thefe

countries in conftant peace, and thereby in trade and

riches ,
that France can never have any defign upon

their liberties, becaufe it would be againft their own

intereft, in regard they could make better ufe of this

State by their continuing to be great and rich, than

if they mould be weak and poor, which would fol-

low the fuppreflion of their liberties ; with many other

plaufable things of this nature, reflecting upon the

great danger here to be from the prince of Orange in

conjunction with England.
On the other fide, five of the provinces here, and

about eleven or twelve of eighteen of the towns in this

province, are generally in the opinions and interefts of

the prince of Orange; and whenever his majefty
falleth in heartily to back them by his alliances, and

any artificial dealing in the French negotiations come
to be difcovered, they grow to be fo much mafters of

all refolutions here, that all the well-meaning men,
even in the great trading towns, fall in with them,
and thofe which are abfolutely in the French intereft

dare not fo much as fpeak in their afiemblies. But

whenever it happens that any paces of his majefty give
them a fufpicion of his uncertainty in the meafures

with them, the other party then immediately gets

ground ; and the generality in the great towns begin
to conclude, that they had better accept any terms of

peace from France, than rely upon a fupport from

England, which they cannot be fure of.

All feem at preient abfolutely refolved not to ratify

the peace with France, unlefs Spain be likewife con-

cluded by it, and the towns evacuated ; but yet, what

this itfelf may come to, I cannot tell, in cafe his

majefly
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majefty fliould give them occafion of
doubting

his re-

folutions to fupport them in it j which is au I mall

trouble you with upon this fubjeft,. or any other, at

tliis time, befides the affurances of my being always,

Sir, your, &c.

To my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, Auguft 16, N. S. 1678.
/~\N Saturday lafl in the evening I received at Ni-
^^

meguen, by exprefs, your lordfhip's in the new

fecretary's hand, with one from fecretary Williamfon,

giving me order to exchange the ratifications with this

State, which were fent over laft poftj and upon the

exchange whereof, Mr. Secretary tells me, his majefty

put fo much weight. If it were fo, fure he muft;

have forgot that I was ordered the poft before to go
away to Nimegucn ; and that it is twenty-fix leagues
between this place and that ; fo that if by contrary

winds, or any other accident, the exprefs had been a

day longer coming to me ; or if after receiving it, I

had not travelled all night as well as day, I could not

have been here time enough to have ratified it, the

term fixed for it by the treaty expiring yefterday, and

that, perhaps, the ftate of Chriftendom may in great
meafure depend upon this ratification

-, for, though
the peace between France and this State be figned, yet
it muft be the force of this ratification that mull pre-
vail with France to fign the treaty with Spain too, and

thereupon to evacuate really the towns ; and it muft
be the fame force that muft keep this State from ra-

tifying their peace with France, unlefs Spain be likewifo

included, and the towns really evacuated.

For my own part, I was never fo amazed as to re-

ceive this ratification of the treaty, and orders to ex-

change it. For upon monfieur du Cros's journey,.
and ail he laid at the Hague and Nimeguen upon it, as

if
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if it were on purpofe to fpread it both here and there,

I did believe the king had taken his abfolute meafures

with France , that he was refolved not to ratify the

treaty here, and fent me away to Nimeguen only to

have me gone from hence, for the reafons monfieur

Colbert gave for my orders to go, a caitfe que je ne

faifois que du mat icy. Befides, monfieur du Cros told

them and others here, that all the meafures concern-

ing the peace were agreed by his majefly, your lord-

Ihip, monfieur Barillon, and him ; that you were to

enter into alliance prefently with France and Sweden 5

that orders were gone to my lord Sunderland to that

purpofe, and that his iordfhip would make them

public by the next pofl. How all this was to agree with

my treaty here, and powers to negotiate with the con-

federates, made, I confefs, my head turn round, and

feemed to hang together like ropes of fand. In the

mean time, I had found out by the Swedifh ambaf-

fadors at Nimeguen, that the whole bufmefs of du
Cros was a myilery to them , that they knew nothing
in the world of it till he came to Nimeguen ; only the

poft before he had writ them word he was coming :

that they had given the French ambafladors their de-

claration of defifting from their pretenfions ? the 26th

of lail month, N. S. and that the very hour monfieur

du Cros arrived, and was with them, the French am-
bafladors came in, to let them, the Swedes, know they
had orders to defiil likewife from their pretenfions of

detaining the towns.

Both the Swedifli ambafladors told me, that wheri

they delivered this meflage to du Cros, who was all

the while in the houfe, he was./? stonne quit etoit prfc
de towber de fon hant

-,
and yet that he had the impu-

dence to write to his mailer the duke of Holftein,

that he had made the peace. This they told me both

together ; and next day monfieur Olivecrans, alone,

told me, du Cros had fo much addrefs as to get them
both
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both to fign a letter to his majefty, of his own draw-

ing up, which feemed to give him (du Cros) fome

fhare in the bufmefs ; and that he (monfieur Olive-

crans) was extremely aftiamed of it, becaufe the con-

trary would appear by the date of their declaration to

France ; but that this whole intrigue of du Cros was

an arrant comedy. For my own part, I wifh it were

fo , but the effects are more than ridiculous, and, I

doubt, have fhaken his majeily's credit more than

was to be wiflied at this time. And, for my part, I

have, upon what the Swedes told me, very plainly
faid to the Dutch ambafTadors and others, that it

was a downright fourberie of du Cros ; and that I

had no other bufinefs at Nimeguen, but to obferve

the motions of the peace at the critical term. In

fhort, it is figned ; and I have writ to Mr. Secretary,;
with what difpofitions on the French, and what on
this fide : and what all may come to upon it I know
not, but am fure it will extremely depend upon his

majeily. But what the difpofitions will be there, I

can never pretend more to tell, fmce you could not

fo much as keep your countenance three weeks to-

gether -,
and have now ratified a treaty, which Mr.

Secretary found fault with every line of ; and fmce you
could fuffer fuch a man as du Cros, of whom the

penfioner faid, at my but naming him* c*eft unfourbe
des fourbes, to give fo unhappy a branle to the affairs

of the world. But after all, I muft-beg your lord-

ihip to let me know, when you did refolve to fend

him and thofe inflructions, why not to Sir Lionel

Jenkins that was upon the place , but to me that

was engaged here in an affair of another nature ? Well,
I can fay no more, but that it has fo broke my head,
that I think it will not be right again \ and I mint

beoj
of your lordfhip, that you v/ill pleafe to let his

rnajefty know that I grow old and infirm, and am
not fit for thefe fudden commands : that if he thinks

Icaa
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I can be of ufe to him till the end of this conjunfhlre*
I am content to flay that period ; but for returning
to Nimeguen, I fhall not be able to do it ; nor do I

think there can be need of more than one , if there

be, Mr. Hyde is in commifTion : but let who will

be there, inftrudted as I find Sir Lionel Jenkins is,

there had as good be none at all. Whatever becomes
of my health, or heart, or honour, your lordfhip
will ever be allured of my being, my lord, your*

POSTSCRIPT.
My Lord,

SINCE
the writing of this, I have received Mr. Se-

cretary Williamfon's of the 2d infiant, and a long
one from Mr. Aglionby, of the fame date, with an
account of all his majefty's, the duke's, and your lord-

fhip's difcourfes to him upon the prefent conjuncture ;

by which I find you will have reafon to think of the

man, and his late intrigue, as I have done ever fmce
1 fpoke with the Swediih ambafTadors ; but what you
will think after he has been with you, I know not,

confidering his addrefs * one part whereof has been,
to make the Leyden French Gazette publifh yefterday,

that, upon monfieur du Cros's arrival at Nimeguen,
the peace was immediately ligned \ fo that it mull
have been done upon fomething he brought with him
from England. I cannot but add one thing the pen^
fioner told me fmce my return, which was, that

among many other things Du Cros had fpread, both

here and at Nimeguen, of which you have account

enough already, he' told the Swedifh ambafladors as

well as the French, that the king was abiblutely for

a peace, and would not come into the war , but that

the duke was wholly for the war, and with intention

by it to bring the prince to be fovcreign of this coun-

try ;
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try ^ being wholly in that intereft fince the marriage
of his highnefs.

Upon the whole, you will be beft able to judg^
there, from what fprings this whole

thing
has moved,

finding how early Sweden has made their declaration

of defifting, which was the i6th of July, O. S. how
France had refolved to fign the peace with the Dutch

upon the evacuation of the places, if they could not

prevail for the deputation of St. Quintin -,
and how

all this has pafied, it feems, without any communica-
tion with his majefty : for in the letters of the 2d in-

ftant, you knew nothing of any fuch refohition in

France, for aught I fee , and the French ambalTadors,

received their orders to fignupori Monday the 29th or

July, O. S. though they kept them private till Wednef-

day, which was the lafl day the Dutch were at liberty ;

and thereby put them upon doing it fo precipitately,
that they might neither be able to take Spain along
with them, nor to confult with the States, whether

to fign or no.

This is enough upon fo uripleafant a fubjec~h Now*
for my going to Nimeguen, after I had refolved to flay*

when I received my inftructions , I will tell your
lordfnip juft upon what point that refolution turned.

The day after I dilpatched my fecfetary with my firft

refolution, Mr. Meredith tolcl me, the king had been
extreme earrteft upon my going to Nimeguen, wkhout

any more circumftance than bare communication to

the States* Monfieur Sylvercroori came and told me,
the Swedes had not abfolutely defiiled from their

pretenfions, though they had declared they would ; and
the penfioner writ me this letter all in his own hand,
whereof I fend you the copy , by which he made my
going abfolutely necefTary for his majefty's intereffi:

and that of the prince, as well as other confiderations 5

fmce du Cros had made the
ilibjecl of it fo public, that

eral of the States of Holland had told the penfiorier

yw&, iv: D 4
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of it the day after du Cros had pafio} by this place*
All that I can fay farther to your lordfhip is, that if

the king be really upon no better terms with France*
than he feems to be by all the laft dilpatches, an:! that

they play their game here whenever they can, and with

us only when they cannot compafs their ends here ^

and if his majefty will, on the other fide, endeavour

to hinder that game, and keep the dependence of this

State upon the crown of England, he muft, I doubt,
come to thefe two refolutions : firft, to alTure the

prince of Orange that he will take no farther meafures,
either upon the peace or war, till he has firft concerted

them with him \ and next, to come to a refolution to

join abfolutely with this State in any meafures they
fhall think necefiary for their fafety, upon the neu-

trality of Cleves and Juliers ; v/ithout which, the

prince and penfioner think the State loft : but they
know not whether they will come up to it themfelves,

till they find whether they fhall be backed by his ma-

jefty , but in that cafe, they are confident, the States

will be pofitive, either before the peace or after.

I humbly beg your lordfhip's pardon for this long
and hafty fcribble which I am amamed of -

9 and yet,

now it is done, it will be necelTary to fhew it his ma-

jefty, being all the lights I can give from hence, be-

fides what I have given to Mr. Secretary -,
and all the

account I can give of my own conduct I am, &c.

Your lordlhip will underftand by my difpatch toMr.

Secretary, that I having faid not a word to the Swedes

at Nimeguen, but only general profefTions of his ma-

jefty's kindnefs to that crown, the king is at liberty

wholly on that fide, unlefs monfieur du Cros had

power to bind him.
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To Sir Jofepb Wiiiiamfon.

S I R, Hague, Auguft 19, N. S. 1678.
T> Y Sir Lionel Jenkins's expreis, 1 gave you yefter-
*-*

day the trouble of one of mine, with a copy of
the treaty figned the loth, between the French and
Dutch ambafladors at Nimeguen. I am apt to believe,

that what was figned at firit was rather a broulllon

than any fair and formal draught ; both the French
and monfieur Van Beverning having run the affair

out of all forms, to prevent the fatal minute, as

they thought it, of twelve o'clock that night ; after

which the Dutch had declared they could not fign :

and Monfieur Beverning fuffers, as I find, in every

body's opinion here; having, as they afliire me,
never had any orders to fign, but only to pafs an act

upon the French confenting to evacuate the places,
that the States would thereupon fign the peace fo foon

as the treaty with Spain fhould be agreed. Let the

fpring have been where it will, the precipitation of
the affair appears in many points that reflect much

upon monfieur Beverning's conduct, who confeffes

they had not time to read it over. For, befides a

contradiction in two articles, which gave one fix

months, and another nine months time for the fame

thing, there were three eiTential faults. The firft,

not drawing fo much as an act from the French am-
bafiadors for the evacuation of the Spanim towns ;

though the Spanifh ambafladors had given them one,
before the figning, whereby they confented to the

terms offered them by the French propofition. The
next was (which I hear in private) that ^whereas it was

agreed upon between them, that the differences be-

tween the States and Sweden fhould be endeavoured
to be adjufled in three months time, and that, in the

mean while, there fhould be a neutrality : when the

D d 2
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article was drawn up, the term of three months was

omitted, fo that the article runs in general. The
third concerns his majefty more particularly, and his

defenlive alliance with this State: for in the i3th ar-

ticle of the treaty of peace, where the States promife
a neutrality, and not directly, nor indirectly, to aflift

the enemies of France, it runs generally, which de-

ftroys the force of any defenfive league they have

made. But when I fpoke to the penfioner, and mon-
fieur Van Lewen about it, they both told me, that

the States had immediately taken notice of it, as foon

as the tranfcript of the articles came to them , and

had them fent to monfieur Beverning to reproach him

upon it, with order to have it immediately redrefled ;

without which they ordered him to declare to the

French ambafTadors, that it mould not be ratified ,

and it is to be mended by the addition of thefe words,
after les ennemis de France^ sf des allies, durant Is cours

de cette guerre, Cf? a regard de ceux qui yfont maintenant

engages. They interpret the drefling of this article in

French to have been induftrious on their part, as well

as negligent on the Dutch fide.

To-morrow monfieur Bevernino- will make his re^O

port to the States, how this whole Bufmefs has paffed ;

and particularly, of the ftate wherein I left the dif-

ferences between the French and the Spaniards. Ac-

cordingly, though I have no letters from you this

pott, yet having feen one from monfieur Van Beu-

ninghen, which confirms me in the opinion I was,
that his majefty would defire the Spaniards might
come to fign too, without which the towns in

Flanders would not be evacuated ; I have fpoken at

large with monfieur de Lyra upon this point, whom
I take to be the fpring of the Spaniards motions in all

thefe parts,

I find his refolutions are, to try if he can make the

States difown their ambafiadors j but in cafe he can-

not
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not obtain that, and be prefTed to difpatch the treaty

now on fo^t, he will give into it even with the point
of neutrality *, laying this for his maxim, to hold this

State up to the bell terms he can for his mailer, but,

however, not\o break with them ; and to purfue the

clofeft meafures he can with them after the peace,

and, by their means, endeavour the fame with his

majefty ; upon the belief that all three are equally
concerned in prefervation of whatever is left in

Flanders.

While I was in this difpatch, the penfioner and

monfieur Van Lewen came to me from the States,.

to let me know, that having received letters from
moniieur Van Beuninghen, by which they found that

monfieur du Cros had informed his majefty, that the

States had made paces in this treaty difagreeing with

the meafures taken between his majefty and them, and
of private concert between them and France, particu-

larly that they defifted from prefling the neutrality of

Cleves and Juliers, and had granted the French a paf-

fage at Vifet, for invading thofe countries ; the States

had ordered them both to write to monfieur Van Beu-

ninghen, and to defire me to afllire his majefty, that it

was all a falfe information. And whereas they found
endeavours had been ufed thereupon to poflefs his

majefty, that the peace being made, there would be

no farther ufe of his forces in Flanders ; they defired

not only the continuation of tfrofe that were there,

but likewife that he would be pleafed to fend over

more; fmce tjie peace was yet upon very ticklifli

terms.

They faid hereupon, that they every day difcovered

fome new artifice in the dealings of France , for now

they propofed two months to be the term ofthe ratiiicar

tion between them and the Spaniards, though Spain de-

fired but a month ; which was done out of defign to

retard the evacuation of the places, till his majefty and

P d 3
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the States fhould retire their Forces out of Flanders r

but that they were confident the States would not
ratify

their treaty till Spain fhould ratify theirs, and thq

evacuation of the places immediately follow.

The penfioner flaying fome time with me alone,

told me, both the States of Holland and States

General had approved the prince's late aclion near

Mons, and fent him thanks for it, as well as for his

conduct the next day, in acquainting monfieur de

Luxemburgh with the peace, and agreeing to a cef-

fation of arms for two days.
I took notice of the 30th article of the treaty of

commerce, about the liberty ofbuilding fnips, as one

that had been introduced in the time of their befl in-

telligence, upon the treaty of 1662 , and which I

thought too much for a bare treaty of peace and amity.

But, he faid, this article was in their treaties of

commerce with Sweden and Denmark, as well as

France : that France had made one trial of it, by
building four or five fhips here ; but had been fo

ferved in it, that they never returned any more, and,
he did believe, never would, or, if they did, fhouitl

fare no better.

That they, the States, were ready to come to any
new treaty of the flridlefl alliance that his majefly
.fhould think fit after the peace , fince nothing but a

firm conjunction between them could flop the career

of France. He faid, that their ambafladors had ftricl;

orders to infift upon the neutrality of Cleves and Ju-

Jiers, even after the peace ; but it having been omitted

in the firfl haily acceptation of the peace, fome towns

would not be brought to acrocbe it abfolutely upon
that. What they might do, when it came nearer to

them, he could not tell ; but was apt to believe that

the Spaniards once agreeing, it might run to a general

peace, and that the affairs of the North itfelf would
not hinder it. J am, your, &c.
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To Sir Jcfepb Willlamfon.

S I R, Hague, Auguft 23, N. S. 1678.

Saturday laft monfieur Beverning made' his re-

port to the States, and in particular of the diffi-

culties remaining between the French and Spaniards ;

which confifted chiefly in the French demands of the

county of Beaumont, of Bovines, of fecurity for the

ceffion of Dinant, and of an article of neutrality from
the Spaniards. The report was received fo coldly, and

followed with fuch imputations of ill conduct, upon
triofe points which I mentioned in my lafb, efpecially

tne omiflion in the i3th article, and not procuring an

act from the French ambafladors for the evacuation of

the places, that monfieur Beverning, when he came
out of the aflembly, fwore to his friends, that he

would give up his commrflion, and that nothing Ihould

engage him to return to Nimeguen any more , laying
the fault of all omiflions upon his precipitation , and

that, upon the advices and orders from hence, which
he had followed to the beft of his underftanding. He
went immediately to his houfe in the country, where
he continues ever fmce ; though fome of the States

have engaged feveral of his beft friends to go down anc}

endeavour to reclaim him.

Yefterday, about noon, the prince arrived at Houn-r

(lardyke, after having agreed with the duke of Lu^ein-
burcrh about a ceffation of hoftility till the ratification,

of the treaty, and about withdrawing the forces on
each fide ; and thereby left Mons open. I attended

his highnefs in the afternoon, and found him much
iinfatisfied about the figning of the peace without

Spain , which, he faid absolutely, the ambaffadors had
no farther orders for, than only to threaten the Spani-
ards, that in cafe they would not confent to the article

Q neutrality, they would fign without them. But,
D d 4
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that it was done, and fi.nce his msjefty was fo wd^
pleafed with it, as it feemeil by monfieur Van Beuning-
hen's letter, they mufl make their bell' of it, and drivq

it on to a peace, in cafe France would be fmcere in it

with the Spaniards ; but that he much doubted it,

unlefs the fame refolutions and paces of his majefty,
which had engaged him to promife the evacuation of
the places,, mould bring it to a conclufion. He was

very melancholy upon what condition this peace woulcj
leave all the affairs of the allies in, and the juft re-

proaches this State was to expect from them , which
he was to bear his mare in, how little foever he had
deferved it. He faid a great deal of monfieur du
Cros's journey, and what effects it had here ; but thap
he had not yet fpoken with the States, and could not

tell what it was they would be at : but that he would
fee me to-day, after he had .been in the affembly. I

found him unfatisfied with monfieur Beverning, but

yet of my opinion, that he muft return to JNimeguen,
and end this bufmefs of Spain, without which it coulcj.

not be a peace.
The fame day I fpoke with monfieur Van Lewen,

who told me, the French ambafadors had conferred to

the redrefling the tenth article in the manner I writ in

jny laft, and that the States auroient crei e olutot que d'e

faire la pe-ixfans cela ; that no State could have
greatej*

obligation that this had to his majefty , and that every

body in it was fenfible, that they owed the peace

wholly to him, in cafe they had it, which would yet

depend upon that between France and Spain ; and

this upon his majefty's refolutions to fupport them
ir^

ilanding firmly upon it, as the point upon which their

own treaty \va.s grounded.
This afternoon the prince came to me, and told me,

he found a general difpcfition in the States, not to ra-

tify the peace till Span mould be ready to do it at thp

fame time. But yet, "he defired very much, that hi?

majefty
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raajefty would give me orders to prefs them upon thij

point, if there fliould be occafion $ and that nothing

pew fhould be impofed upon the Spaniards beyond
the conditions given in by the French at Nimeguem
He defired likewise, that his majefty would give

prder to his ambafTador at Nimeguen, to propofe, as

from his majefty, a general fufpenfion of arms for fix

months, in order to the treating of a general peace ;

and defired me that I would not fail to reprefent both

thele points to his majefty from his .highnefs by this

poft. He faith, by advices from Nimeguen he finds

the French ambafladors there feem well enough dif-

poffd to it, upon the nuncio's having already pro-

.pofed it ; but that nothing will give it fo much force

as coming from his majefty, and therefore is very
earneft in it.

Mr. Meredith fends you the treaty printed, as like-

;wife that for ceflation of hostilities ; fa that I mall

not increafe your prefent trouble beyond the affurancc

pf my being always, Sir, your, &c.

P. S. The prince has engaged monfieur Beyerning
to come to town to-morrow ; fo as the States of Hol-

land will then fall into confultation upon the points in

^difference between France and Spain.

2*0 my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, Auguft 26, N. S, 167?.'
T HAD the honour of one from your lordfhip of the
^ the 1 2th, by my fecretary, who came over with Mr.

Hyde. I will not enter into the reafons of this warm
and fudden motion in England, nor can I into the

effects of it abroad. A little time will tell us the laft ;

and for the firft, it is my part rather to look towards

the events than enquire into the caufes of it. All I

ihall fay, is, that it has extremely furprized every body
here, and none more than the prince, unlefs it be

myfelf.
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myfelf. For your lordfhip knows, when I came

away, his majefty's refclution was, to have the peace,
if he could, upon the evacuation of the places , and

in the courfe of this whole matter, to follow and fup-

port Holland in the paces they fhould make, and not to

lead them : and you may remember, I told his majefty
at the foreign committee, that, I knew very well, the

difpofitions of Holland towards the peace were fuch,

that if he mould have had a deiign to engage them
farther in the war, his endeavours towards it mufi: be

like thofe of rowers, that lock one way and go another.

I mould have been glad his majefty would have begun
upon this occafion what, your lordfhip tells me, he

has refolved, of concerting firft with the prince any
meafures he fhould take, efpecially in what relates to

thefe countries, where he can certainly give his ma-

jefty the beft lights, and fuch as it is not poffible for

his majefty to have in taking fudden refolutions upon
affairs that are in motion, and have fuch fudden turns.

As in this itfelf his majefty could not know, that the

prince had himielf concluded a ceffation of hoftility

with France till the ratification of the treaty; and

yet that very circumftance made a great change in

the event like to attend Mr. Hyde's commiffion. The

particular of his inftruction , to fay, his majefty would
recal his forces out of Flanders, in cafe the States

fell not Into his opinion of the late treaty's having

place, was, I fuppofe, intended to draw them into

his majefty's prefent mind, and thereby to fave Flan-

ders, as well as Holland, from falling into the hand or

dependence of France : but the prince and penfioner

feverally, at the very firft mention of it, concluded,

it would have a quite contrary effect, and muft cer,.,

tainly occafion the lofs both of this country and Flan-

ders, as you will find by Mr. Hyde's difpatch, which

is fo exact, that I can add nothing to it towards his

-jnaitfty's
information j only, I will tell your lord-

fliip
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fliip what the prince faid to me lafl night upon it ;

which was, that he was very glad to fee his majefly
in this mind ; and that he knew very well what effects

it would have had, if they had been aflured of it

here three weeks ago ; but what it would have now,
he could not tell : for they were all fo furprized, efpe-

cially after monfieur Van Beuninghen's letter, which

faid fo much of his majefly's being pleafed with the

peace, that no body had faid a word upon it : that for

his part, if he had been firfl confulted in it, he mould
have been for his majefly's fending to the States, not

to ratify the treaty without Spain's ratifying theirs at

the fame time, and being thereby allured of the eva-

cuation to follow immediately : that if his majefly
had only prefled this, and aflured the States at the fame

time of his refolution to fupport them, by a vigorous
execution of their treaty, in cafe of any refufal or

difficulty from France, he was confident the thing
would have been done, and thereby either Spain been

included, or die States gone on with the war : but

that he did not know what effect this, now come from
his majefly, would produce 'in the great towns ofHol-

}and, where they were fo apt to be jealous of his high-
nefs's defign to continue the war; that we mould fee

in a few days, that he chiefly apprehended the town of

Amfterdam upon it.

Vv hat your lordiliip fays, of your forbearing to

fay thofe things I defired you to tell his majefly about

myfelf, is too obliging in you, not to be acknow*

ledged ; but yet, I muft beg your lordiliip to believe,

that none can judge fo well of a man as himfelf-j

who feels what is within, whilil others only fee what
is without , and finds the decays of age or indifpofi-

tion in his body and mind, while he may dif^uife
them to other people. Whenever I thought myfelf
able to do his majefly fervice, though I never fought'

It, yet I never refufedit: but whenever I fhall find

myfdLf
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myfelf incapable of doing it any longer, and let his

jnajefty know it, I hope he will believe it : and, in

the mean time, I beg your lordihip nor to Junk

any thing I fay of that kind is hnraour, but a tide

judgment I make of myfelf by what I feel, and what

I told both his majefly and your lordihip before I

came over, would happen to me by any long (lay in

thefe countries, which have ever been fo contrary to

my health.

I cannot tell your lordihip how fenfible a part I

bear in the indifpofition of the family, as well as your
own, but comfort myfelf with the hopes Mr. Aglionby

gives me, of their being well over ; and will not en-

gage your lordfhip at prefent in any farther trouble,

than the afTurance ofmy being ever, with equal paflion
and truth, my lord, your, &:c.

To the Duke of Ormond.

My Lord, Hague, Auguft 30, N. S. 1678.
T COULD not receive a greater honour or fatisfaction,
* than by your grace's letter of the 1 2th pail-, which

I mould fooner have acknowledged, but that fmce

my lafl, I have been engaged in fuch fudden and un-

expected motions, as well as the bufmefs here in fuch

turns, as have left me neither time nor patience, nor

concernment enough fometimes, to think of many
things I ought to have done : among which, I reckon-

ed all duties I owed to your grace, and this in that

number.
I mall, as fuccinctly as I can, pnrfue the thread of

thofe two accounts I gave your grace at my leaving

England, and fmce my-arrival here to this time ; after

which, I do not expedl to meet with any thing worth

your grace's trouble or my own, having my head

turned wholly another way, and cured of thofe im-

pertinent
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pertinent folicitudes, which have fo often bulled it

about public affairs, and to fo little purpofe.
After my laft to your grace, and to the 4th of this

month and this flyle, I took rnyfelf to have mailered

the bufinefs his majefty had fent me upon here. The

treaty was figned, and by it the day fixed, being the

nth inftant, for France to yield the evacuation of the

places, or his majefly to come into the war with the

States. France had failed of all their endeavours to

break thefe meafures : the States had refolved not to

fend their deputies to treat v/ith the French king in

perfon at St. Quintin, and not to fign their treaty, even

upon the evacuation being yielded, unlefs in con-

junction with Spain. The time of decifion drew near,
and the mofl chriftian king feemed fo far engaged by
his peremptory anfwers to his majefty, as well as by
his ambafiadors declarations at Nimeguen, not to eva-

cuate the places till the fatisfaftion of Sweden, that

every body was at a gaze, which would prove of moft

weight, this point of honour, or that of intereft, not

to fee England engaged in fuch a confederacy againft
France ; and, in -the mean time, whether it mould

prove a peace or a war. The meafures were fo clofed

between us and Holland, that nothing, in appearance,
was like to make them. For though upon my fign-

ing the treaty, Mr. Secretary Williamfon had found

great faults with many particulars of it, and lent me
orders to

.get them amended, or elfe the king coulcj

not ratify ; yet they being fuch points as had been im-

pofiible to be obtained here, and wherein I was left at

liberty by my inftruftions ; this difficulty had only
been communicated to the prince and the penfioner
here, who had confidence of fatisfying his majefly in

thofe particulars without making them public -,
which

they thought would have ill effects upon the States at

& critical a time in the meafures between us,

Upon
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Upon the 4th current, Mr. Meredith, the king*3

fecretary of the ambaffy, who had gone over with the

treaty, arrived here, and in his company one mon-
fieur du Cros, ftyled at London Envoy of the duke
of Holftein. Mr. Meredith brought me an inftruction

to let the States know, that the king had refolved to

give a guaranty upon the peace, to the neutrality
which Spain fhould enter upon towards the enemies

of Sweden ; and that I had command to go immedi-

ately to Nirneguen, to acquaint the Swedifh ambaf-

fadors there with this refolution cf his majefty, and
endeavour thereby to induce them to quit their pre-
tenfion of being reftored before the evacuation of the

towns, and fo France might be at liberty to make that

pace towards the peace. My inftructions told me like-.

wife, that this was done upon insinuations made his

majefly by du Cros, who was fent at the fame time

to the Swedifh ambafTadors upon this occafion.

Du Cros came to me, and told me, the king had
taken this meafure with monfieur Barillon, and fent an

exprefs over with it into France : that he was refolved

upon the peace, and, to that purpofe, had haftened

me away to Nimeguen, whither he (du Cros) hoped
to attend me. I told him he knew his own times and
motions ; and that I fhould govern myfelf in mine

by my orders and his majefty's intentions, as far as I

underftood them. And fo we parted.
I was in the greater! trouble in the world, whether

to obey my instructions, or firfl acquaint the king with

the confequence of them here. I ftaid three days after

du Cros, before I went to Nimeguen -,
but at lafl

was refolved in the point, by finding that du Cros had
made all public here ; was gone to do the fame at Ni-

meguen, and had perfuaded the Swedifh commifTary to

come and tell me, that their ambalTadors had not ab-

folutely defifted, but only declared that they would

do foi and expected my coming to determine them.

Upoq
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Upon all which, the penfioner as well as I, were both

of opinion, that it was necefTary for me to acquaint the

States with what his majefty had ordered me, and to

go away to Nuneguen : and not give the States of

Holland occaiion to believe, that I endeavoured to

hinder his majefty's paces towards the peace, in favour

of what they here fufpeft, of the prince's inclination

to carry on the war.

On the 6th inftant, I acquainted the States with

his majefty's refolution, and my journey ; and on the

yth, I fet out toNimeguen, where I arrived the 8th;
and immediately found, that on the 6th, the French
ambafiadors had declared my memorial to the Dutch,
that they defifted from their pretenfion to detain the

towns till the fatisfaclion of Sweden, in purfuit of a

declaration the SwediQi ambafladors had made to them
about ten days before. But the French ftill infilled

upon the Dutch fending to St. Quintin, to adjufl other

points of the peace. On the 9th, the Dutch am-
bafTadors gave their anfwer to the French, that the

State could not fend to St. Quintin till the peace was

figned ; but that they were ready to fign upon the

evacuation of the places, and fhould be fo all the next

day ; but after that ended, they could make no far-

ther pace without his majedy, whofe meafures taken

with them by treaty would take place on the nth of
this month.

On the nth in the morning, the French ambafla-

dors came to the Dutch, and in a conference of five

hours, wherein they preffed very much to keep fome
of thfe towns, but found the Dutch obftinate in all,

they yielded at lafl, and agreed to fign the treaty, and
both came to us, the mediators, to defire us to fign
with them. We afked, whether Spain figned at the

fame time, and were included ? And finding they did

not, we refufed to fign with them, or at all to inter-

vene in the treaty without new orders ; fmce ours di-

recled
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refted us to all paces neceflary for a general peace, buf
not to any for a particular one. We expoftulated
with the Dutch for going about to fign without Spain,-

contrary to what had always been his majefty's and
the States intention ; but monfieur Beverning faid, he

mufl fign that night, though he loft his head , and fo

they did, between eleven and twelve o'clock , the

inftrument having being hardly finifhed by that hour,
when our laft treaty with Holland for carrying on the

war would have begun to take place.
Next day they fell into the bufmefs between France

and Spain, wherein they met with fo many difficulties

by new demands of the French, that they confefTed,

they found plainly the French defign in this precipita-
tion ; which was, that the Spaniards might not have

leifure to adjuft their treaty, fo as to fign at the fame

time, nor the Dutch ambafTadors have leifure to fend

a courier to the States for particular orders, whether to

fign or no without Spain ; and thereby to divide the

States from Spain, aud concluding their peace fe-

parately
with the firil, be obliged only to reflore

Maeftricht, but keep the places in Flanders {till in

their hands.

Upon this monfieur Beverning told us, that they
had made a pace that had ruined both the States and

all their
neighbours , and when he faid the fame to

his allies, laid the fault upon his majefty, who had

(as he faid from Van Beuninghen's letter out of Eng-
land) firft refufed to ratify the late treaty without con-

ditions that were not pofllble for this State to admit -,

and by du Cros's journey, had fatisfied the States

what meafures the king had taken with France for

the peace, and how little was expected from England
as to any rupture with that crown. Of all which we

gave account to court.

On the 1 3th at night I received by exprefs the notice

of the ratification of his majefly's waty with this
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State being arrived at the Hague, and commands to

exchange them without thofe difficulties that had be-

fore been made by fecretary Williamfon. The laft day
allowed for this exchange was the 1 5th ; fo that if the

exprefs had, by winds or other accident, been kept

four-and-twenty hours longer upon the way, or I had

not gone all night as well as all day, I could not

have come time enough from Nimeguen to the Hague
to make the exchange; and the whole treaty, upon
which his majefty began to put fo much weight, had

been out of doors.

The ratifications being exchanged in time and form,
the Penfioner, with the greateft chagrin in the world,

complained of du Cros's journey, as that which had

ruined the whole affair, by giving fuch imprefTions
here and at Nimeguen as had precipitated the figning
of the peace without Spain , and told me, the prince
had never been fo troubled at any thing in his life ;

and that he, doubted it would engage him in fome de-

fperate action. The fame night, being the i5th, I re-

ceived letters from England, telling me, they had dif-

covered the artifice of du Cros in that whole bufmefs,
and how mifchievous it might prove ; and that they

hoped I had not purfued my inftructions, as I had cer-

tainly not done if they had been fent privately to me,
and the whole bulinefs not been communicated to him :

but the thing was done, and all I could fay of it, was,
that having found at my arrival at Nimeguen, the

Swedes had actually made the pace towards which his

majefty feemed wholly to aim by my inftruction, I

had never faid any thing of it to the Swedifh ambafla-

dors, and thereby left du Cros wholly difcredited with

them and the French, and all others there : and told

them, that I found plainly, his whole bufmefs was a

fourberie-, which fent him home railing at me, that I

would not obey my orders, and that I was refolved

VOL. IV. E e to
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to engage the king in a war, when his majefty was
refolved not to enter into any with France.

On the 1 6th, at night, we received news of the

prince's bold action near Mons : for the honour

whereof, I will only tell your grace, that the French
ambafTadors at Nimeguen had aflured me, that their

army was fo polled, that if they had but ten thoufand

men, and the prince fifty thoufand, he would find it

impofiible to attack them.

The fuccefs of it you will have heard from many
hands ; and found, that after the prince, no man had
a greater mare in the danger and honour of it than my
lord OfTory, who charged upon the rnoft defperate

pafs, and left a great many men and officers behind

him. For the prince, all agree, there was not a com-
mon foldier in the army fo much expofed, leading up
every fquadron himfelf in the wing he charged ; and

being, the whole time of the engagement, in the vety
hotted of the fire.

The day after the battle, the prince received the

States letters, giving him an account of the peace be-

ing figned-, upon which he fent to the duke of Lux-

emburg, to know if he would upon it raife the fiege
of Mons , for which he took two days time to fend for

orders, and then confented to do it \ and fo the affair

ended, and the armies retired to their quarters. If

fome mifcarriages had not happened in this action from
feme of the confederates, the French army had cer-

tainly been broken that day. And if the news of the

peace being made publick, with fome other circum-

ilances, had not prevented it the next, the bufinefs

would have come to a great decifion between the ar-

mies ; and with much appearance of advantage to the

Dutch, upon the conjunction with a body of frefli Eng-
lifh foot, which would have had great influence upon
all fides. But it was otherwife decreed.

On
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On the ipth letters came from England, but none

to me from court ; upon the belief I might be at Ni-^

meguen, as Mr. Secretary pretended. But the letters

from monfieur Van Beuninghen to the States faid,

though the king and court had, at firlt report of the

peace being figned, feemed a great deal furprized , yet
he had next day talked with them, and found them very
well pleafed with it, and with the conduct of the States :

and a private letter to the foreign miniilers here faid,

it went fo far, that they were upon the point of dif-

owning me and Sir Lionel Jenkins, for refufing to

fign the peace as mediators.

On the 22d the prince arrived here, and having
been in the States the 23d, where he was received

with great applaufe, he came to me that evening ; and
after complaints of their ambaffadors having figned
the peace without Spain, and the ill confequences it

was like to have upon the affairs of Chriftendom, he

faid, however, fmce his majefty was pleafed with it,

there was nothing to be done but to endeavour to in-

clude Spain in it, and afterwards to drive it on to a

general peace.; without which, France having all their

forces at liberty on this fide, would in very little time

be mailers of the Rhine, and ail the great cities upon
it, from Strafburgh to Cologn, if not to Wefel; and
after that would foon be mafters of thefe countries

and Flanders: and therefore he defired his majefty
would propofe a general fufpendon of arms, by his

ambaffadors at Nimeguen : which I writ the fame

night to court, upon the prince's defire, and with the

terms of it.

The next day, being the 24th, Mr. Hyde arrived,
after having made his paffage in twenty-four hours

from London , and brought pofitive inflructions with

him to let the States know how much the king had
been furprized with their ambaffadors figning the trea-

ty without Spain ^ and with the difficulties that ftill

E e 2 re-
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remained upon the Spanilh treaty, and the evacuation

of the places. That his Majefty was thereupon of

opinion, that the States could not ratify that treaty, by
what they were engaged to by the laft treaty I had

made here, to go on with the war : and that if they
were of the fame mind, and would fignify it to him,
he would, within three days after fuch fignification,
declare war againil France; and in all points purfue
the laft treaty he had made with the States.

We acquainted the prince that night with this com-
million ; and the firft word he faid upon it was, that

he knew very well what effect this would have had

if it had come three weeks before, and inftead of mon-
fieur du Cros , but what effect it would have now, he

could not tell, farther than it would furprize every

body. What he faid to me in private was, that we
were too cold and too hot; and that he wondered we
had not obferved what they were always calling out to

the fteerfmen at fea, fteddy^ fteddy. That all we could

hope to make out of this, was but to keep up the States

in the refolution they were in already, of not ratifying
the treaty without Spain. But it had another effect,

at the firft noife, upon the towns here, and fo far in-

creafed the jealoufy of fome concert between the king
and prince of Orange for carrying on the war, though
France mould perform the conditions this State had

accepted, that the very next day after Mr. Hyde's pro-

pofition, thofe of Holland palled a refolution to fend

an ambaffador immediately into France ; though under

pretence of knowing that king's mind upon the diffe-

rences remaining with Spain : and the next day thole

of Amfterdam propofed to ratify the treaty with

France, even without the inclufion of Spain. But
the prince's great temper and conduct hindered both

one and t'other : the firft, by the voices of five other

provinces againft that of Holland ; and the other, by
Che reft of the towns in Holland againft that of Am-

fterdam 5-
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fterdam ; and brought it to a refolution, both in the

States of Holland and States General, not to ratify

the peace without Spain ; and to order their am baf-

fadors at Nimeguen to go as far as pofiibly they can,

in accommodating the points dill in difference, which

are fmall and few, and upon which 1 fee no likeli-

hood that either Spain or this State will continue the

war. So that if France will have a peace, and not

raife new difficulties beyond their own proportions,
I look upon it as unavoidable : and there has not been

one time thefe four years paft, when we might not *

have entered into the war with advantage, beiides this

alone, when we have made an offer at it; and there-

by, I fuppofe, broke our meafures with France, though
we have not taken them with the confederates.

By lafl poft the king fent orders to Sir Lionel Jen-

kins, at Nimeguen, to propofe a general fuipenfion of
arms for fix months; in concurrence, as Mr. Secretary
Williamfon writes, with the prince's defire. But the

prince afks, how this agrees now with Mr. Hyde's pro-

pofition ? and obferves, that when he defired it, it

was before he knew any thing of this lad refolution

of his majeftyV, and on the contrary, thought him

pleafed with the peace. In fhort, whoever mould take

the pains to lay together the paces we have made for

thefe three months pail in this great affair, would

conclude, our fecretaries of State never remembered
one day what had been done the day before

;
or ne-

ver cared what would be done the next. I am fo far

from fpeaking this with defign, that I am, for my own

part, refolved to lay at his majefty's feet the promife
he made me a year ago of that employment, as well

a.s the embaffy I am charged with; and fhould cer-

tainly have done it already, but the prince has engaged
me to defer it till this prefent crifis be over-, and till

he fhall have talked with me to the end of this refo-

lution.

E e 3 I have
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I have nothing more worth increafmg your grace's

trouble, and ought to aik pardon for the length of this.

But I was refolved to give you once this light, by
which the farther paces of this affair may be better dif-

cerned, even at the diftance your grace is at.

I mall only add, that, in whatever condition, I am,

my lord, your grace's, &:c.

To my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, Auguft 30, N. S. 1678.
T HAVE this morning received the honour of your*

lordihip's, in my fon's hands ; the contents where-

of chiefly concerning the prince, I thought fit to fend

it him immediately, though it found his highnefs in

the States* of Holland, where the great confutation,
or rather debate, was to begin, upon the commiflion

Mr. Hyde brought over. Becaufe your Lordfhip
pleafes to fay, you are impatient to know what my
opinion is upon the whole, after my difcourfe with

the prince and penfioner, I will add what I can think

of, that may give you any farther light than I did in

my lafl, upon this occafion , and, in fuch a conjunc-
ture, may poffibly be done by fmall circumftances,
fometimes better than by great.
The firft word the prince laid upon it to Mr. Hyde

and me together, after he acquainted his highnefs with

his whole inflruction, was, that he knew very well

what effect this would have had, if it had come over

three weeks ago, inflead of monfieur du Cros
-,

but
that he could not tell what effect it would have now,
more than that it would furprize every body ; but that,

for his own part, he was very glad to find the king in

that mind ; and thought it might do good, and could

do no harm. And then faid all that pafied farther, of

which Mr. Hyde gave you fo exact an account lafl

poft
The
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The next day the prince fpeaking to me, in pri-

vate, upon it, at firft lift up his hands and eyes two

or three times, and laid, Is it poffible that this and du
Cros's bufmefs could come from the fame hands ? That
he found, by Mr. Hyde's inftruftions, the king was

troubled about what he had done in that bufinefs*, but

it was a pace that could not be difcovered ; and that

his refolving to warrant the neutrality of Spain had un-

done us all ; for without that this State would never

have done it; nor never have flgned without Spain,
if du Cros had not perfuaded them here, that the

king had abfolutely taken his meafures with France

about the peace. That the defign of du Cros's journey
was laid after monfieur Barillon knew his mailer had

refolved to fign the peace, upon yielding to evacuate

the towns. That the end of it was to make his ma-

jefty's meafures here, by making them believe he had

taken them abfolutely with France about the peace ;

and to lofe his majeily's credit wholly with all the al-

lies, by letting them know, he was refolved to bring
about the reftitution of Sweden, as foon as Holland
was out of the war : and to have me fent to Nime-

guen, juft at the fame time that I might have hin-

dered the figning a peace without Spain by my being
here. That the French ambafTadors had told mon-
fieur Odyke, immediately upon du Cros's arrival, that

I had orders to come away prefently, becaufe I was

making the war here, while his majefty had taken his

meafures with France for the peace ; and that it was
a bold thing of me to flay at the Hague, contrary to

my pofitive orders. The prince added, that he knew,
from a good hand, by whom this whole bufmefs had
been brought about; and made very melancholy re-

flections upon it. That for Mr. Hyde's commifTion,
it would furprize the more here, becaufe after this

very bufmefs, and the ligning of the peace being
known in England, monfieur Van Beuninghen had

E e 4 written
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written to the States, that the king approved of what

they had done, and was glad of it : that it was too

cold and too hot
,
and that, for his part, he always

thought of the boat!wain in the yachts which brought
him over, who was all night crying out flill to the

fleerfman,/^^?/^^ which he thought was as ne-

cefiary in all couniel as at fea. After this, he told

me what ufe he hoped might be made of it (which I

writ your lordfhip lafl poll) but that it could not

bring the State again into war, unlefs France mould
refule to fign with Spain upon fuch conditions as the

State mould think Spain had reafon in ; or elfe refufe

a<5tually to evacuate the towns, or to change the thir-

teenth article of the treaty.

Thefe were the prince's true thoughts upon it :

monfieur de Lyra, the Spanifh minifler, faid upon it

at firfl, that this refolution of his majefly was a mi-

racle wrought for Spain and this State, if they could

be fo wife as to make ufe of it , but that he forefaw

the States would not: that the thing was gone too far

fmce the figning of the peace by the States ambafia-

dors, and of the ceiTation of the hoftility by the prince ;

and that Spain could not hope to better their terms

by it, becaufe this State would not fall in with his

majefty, unlefs France mould refufe to evacuate the

towns, which he was fure they would not do. So that

what they could hope was, that the States, feeing his

majefly fo firm in it, would, at leail, fecure the eva-

cuation of the, towns to Spain, as well as that ofMae-
ftricht to them(elves. But that he was afraid of this

generous pace in his majefly having an effect upon the

jealoufy Amilerdam, and feme of the other great

towns, had of the prince, and his defign to continue

the war in concert with England.
The marquis cle Grana (who is the emperor's chief

minifter in all thefe parts, and one of the befl in

all kinds that I have met with) told me yeflerday in

private
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private conference, Que la dofe eft trop forte ; and that

it had already increafed the jealoufy at Amfterdam fo

much, that they had given their opinion (the very
next day after Mr. Hyde's proportion ) to ratify the

treaty with France. That the king had reafon, in his

opinion, to fay, the cafe of our treaty was fallen ; and

that if the States were as defirous to continue the war,
as his majefty feemed now to go into it, they might
make the French proceedings in this matter a very juft
occafion, as not having performed the intentions of

our treaty : but that there was no thought of bring-

ing them into the war upon a chicane about words,
whether the French declaration were in form, or their

promife in writing. That befides, there were many
who wifhed well to the thing, but did not know what

to make of this boittade in England, and had no con-

fidence in it, fmce what Van Beuninghen and others

had written the poft before, about his majeily's being

pleafed with the treaty , and fo far, that he, the mar-

quis, faw a letter out of England by that very poft,
which faid, the king was fo much fatisfied with it,

that he was upon the point of difowning Sir Lionel

Jenkins and me, for having refufed to fign the treaty.

That, for his part, he looked upon as all defperate :

that France wouldfaire quelque grand coup en Alkmagne
thefe two months \ and after the Germans fhould re-

tire into winter quarters, would come back with all

their forces into Flanders, and mailer it, in cafe the

towns fhould not be evacuated before that time -

9 which

they would endeavour by all the delays towards Spain,
and all the artifices pofiible towards this State. That
whatever came of it, he found his mailer the empe-
ror was abfolutely refolved never to feparate himfelf

from the princes of the empire in the courfe of the

treaty, but leave the event to God Almighty.
Lail night late the prince told me, That he hoped

p have the majority of voices, very confiderably, in

this



42 6 Letters of Sir William Temple

this province, and the other provinces entirely, for

not ratifying their treaty till Spain had figned. Thar,
for his part, he would endeavour all he could, that

they might not do it till Spain fliould be ready to ra-

tify at the fame time ; but that he could have no

hopes of carrying it any farther, unlefs France Ihould

refufe to conclude with Spain, upon the proportions

they had offered at Nimeguen, and which Spain had

accepted. That if they could, by his majefty's firm-

nefs, fecure the towns in the Spaniards hands, and

thereby for the prefent lave Flanders, all that he faw

to be done, was to prefs the whole bufmefs on towards

a general peace -,
fince without it, after this State and

Spain were out of the war, he did not fee what could

hinder France from taking Treves, Cologn, Mentz,
and Strafburg, though they mould not invade Cleves

and Juliers prefently -,
and that after they had maflered

the Rhine, they would foon do the fame by this coun-

try and Flanders.

This morning I heard that five of the greateft towns

in Holland, next Amfterdam, and three of the chiefs

in North Holland, as well as the nobles, were cer-

tainly fixed in not ratifying their treaty without Spain ;

and that fome of them were refolved to fall perfonal-

ly upon monfieur Valkener, who had abiblutely go*
-verned Amfterdam in the opinion they had taken, and
'with whom monfieur Van Lewen had a {harp and per-
fonal bruih, the laft day the 'States of Holland were

afiembled. How late they may fit to-day I know not,

but hope I may, before the clofure of this pacquet,

give your lordfnip fome account how the debate runs -

9

though I do not expect this fitting fliould end it.

Having given your lordmip fiich a particular ac-

count of thofe perfons thoughts upon it, which I ef-

teem moft confiderable here, and who are leaft likely
to be deceived, I mail not add any judgment of my
own, which ends but in one point I mentioned in my

laft
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laft to your lordfhip, that all inflru6tions his majef-

ty can give to any man here, ought to be executed

(and directed to be fo) in concert with the prince, in

cafe his judgment upon them were not had before :

and Mr. Hyde is moft abfolutely of this opinion -,

and wifhes often, that fuch a claufe had been in his,

in cafe he mould find the prince here : for want of it

he has been engaged to purfue his inftructions al-

ready,
> farther than he thought the thing would well

bear , and is in great pain what to do upon the lait

point of them, about his majeftv's refolution to recal

his troops, in cafe the States fail not into his majef-

ty's prelent mind upon the treaty -,
which the prince

and penfioner hitherto are of opinion would be a moft

deftructive pace to the whole bufmefs. I am ever,

with equal paffion and truth, my lord, your, &c.

To the Prince Eleffor Palatine.

Hague, Sept. 8, N. S. 1678.

May it pleafe your Highnefs,
T RECEIVED fome time fmce the honour of a letter

from your highnefs, of July 29, by the convey-
ance of my lord ambafTador Jenkins, and mould not

have failed immediately to make that return which
became me, in the acknowledgment of it, if it had
found me in my ftation at Nimeguen, as your high-
nefs intended. But being divided between thefe two

embafiies, and finding the duties of them fometimes

different, I cannot pretend to charge myfelf with any
parts of my function as a mediator there, while I

find myfelf engaged in another fort of figure during
my abode here. Befides, I was willing to fee what

paces his majefly might think fit to make or decline

in the bufmefs of a general peace, before I gave my-
felf the honour of entertaining your highnefs uopn
the mare you are like to have in it. But fince the

king
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king has thought fit to propofe a ceffation of fix

months in order towards it, I mall prefume to tell

your highnefs my opinion, freely, upon thofe two

points, wherein monfieur Spanheim told me, you were

pleafed chiefly to concern yourfelf.

For the firft, about Philipfburg, I do not fee how a

peace between France and the empire can be purfued

upon any other foot, than what your highnefs pro-

pofes to yourfelf in that matter ; fo that I believe a

general neceffity will therein ferve to advance and to

effect a particular intereft which your highnefs lays fo

much to heart, and with fo much reafon.

For the other pretenfion, of relief and reparation of
the great damages your highnefs has fuffered by the

war; fmce your highnefs intends (and, I think, pru-

dently) to infift no farther upon it, than by engaging
his majefty's offices and inftances towards France, I

think your highnefs will do better to procure them

immediately by your minifter at London, to be tranf-

mitted from court to the king's ambaffador at Paris,

with orders to purfue and value them there, as a par-
ticular and domeftic concernment which his majefty
takes in your highnefs's intereft, rather than truft to

their being handed over to the king's ambafladors

mediators at Nimeguen, perhaps, in a crowd of many
other princes pretenfions, which may all be recom^

mended in his majefty's name, and by his minifters

there, but not with that earneftnefs and difdnction,

which I mould be glad the crown of England would

cxprefs upon all occafions, in what concerns your

highnefs or your family.
I beg your highnefs's pardon for fo long an inter-

ruption, and your belief of my being ever, with great
devotion and truth. Sir, your highnefs's, &c.
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To my lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Flague, Sept. 20, N. S. 1678.
XT"OUR lordihip will have found by my laft to
^ Mr. Secretary Williamfon, what the great affair

here was like to end in ; and by Mr. Hyde's this ordi-

nary, that has abfolutely taken that ply which was
then defigned by the prince and penfioner, and ap-

proved by monfieur de Lyra as all that could be wifh-

ed; or, at leaft, that they could propofe to them-

felves, after the courfe it has run for thefe two or three

months paft. The circumftances with which it was

concluded yefterday, may be worth his majefty's

knowledge; and therefore I thought fit to trouble

your lordihip with them.

When it was propofed in the form I mentioned in

my laft, the town of Amfterdam oppofed it, and faid

abfolutely they had no orders from their principals
farther than barely to ratify the treaty, without other

circumftances or conditions : that for any fecurity
could be propofed to the Spaniards in their treaty, or

afterwards for Flanders, it was provided for fuffici-

cntly in the article between his majefty and this State,

concerning a guaranty to be given by them jointly for

the peace between France and Spain.
In this propofition the town of Amfterdam (which

ufed ever to have one or two of the great towns in clofe

intelligence with them, and two or three of the fmall

ones in a fervile dependence) had now the ill-luck not

to be feconded by any one town of the whole province
of Holland j but all of them run down the deputies
of that town with fuch violence, and particular refent-

ment againft their conducl in the whole courfe of this

negotiation, that they fuffered the thing to pafs with-

out any farther debate or oppofition, and to be drawn

up with all the ftrength that the prince could defire,

both
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both as to the Dutch ambafTadors declaring to the

French at Nimeguen, upon delivering the ratifications,

that it was done upon this condition, that the treaty

likewife with Spain fhould be ratified by the time li-

mited, and afterwards duly executed ; or elfe, that the

treaty fhould be wholly void : and alfo to the States-

declaring to his majefty, that in default of fuch per-

formance, the late treaty between his Majefty and this

State mould take effeft ; and le cas dit traite feroit

tenu pcur ecloeu.

In the whole courfe of this affair, which held in the

States of Holland from three yefterday afternoon till

fix, and afterwards pafled in the States General, all

the towns of Holland, except Amfterdam, as well as

all the other provinces, declared in all their whole dif-

courfes upon this whole fubjecl, that they owed the

peace and reftitution of the- towns, and the faving of

Flanders, .wholly to his majefty: that, without the

laft treaty, they faw plainly France would have yield-

ed to no terms with Spain, nor have made good their

own offers in feveral points to this State : that no-

thing but a firm union of this State with England,
could make any flop againft the ambition and great-
nefs of France-, and therefore that they muft ever

ftick firm to the alliance with the crown of England,
and look upon it as their fdilator \ which was the

word that run among them. And the prince himfelf

told me, that he never faw fuch a firmnefs generally

among them, as was upon this point; nor fuch a

confufion and filence, as that of the deputies of Am-
fterdam upon it.

After this was clone, the nobles of Holland, being
the firft member of the province, taking occafion from

a proteft which the town ofAmfterdam had put in fome

days fince, againft thofe which intended to difficult or

delay the ratification with France, brought in formally
a counter-proteft againft the town of Amfterdam, rip-

ping



to the King, the Prince of Orange, <SV. 431

ping up their whole conduct in the courfe of this af-

fair, laying this peace at their doors, and the ruinous

confequence of it to the prefent trade of thefe coun-

tries, as well as to the intereft of this State, and the

princes their neighbours and allies; efpecially upon
the points of Cleves and Juliers ; and protefting the

town of Amfterdam to be anfwerable for all the mif-

chiefs that could any way come upon this State, by
reafon of fuch an unfafe and infamous peace.

Upon the reading of it, monfienr Valkener turned

pale as a clout, fo as every body took notice of it ; and

after it was read, the deputies of that town all confek

fed, that the nobles had reafon in all they alledged^

and that they had only one thing to fay for themfelves*

which was, the plea of neceflity; having been of opi-

nion, it was impoflible for the State to fupport the

war any longer.
Thus your lordmip will find how true a meafure t

gave his majefty of this country, upon my laft return

from Nimeguen after du Cros's errand, both as ta

what effect his majefty's fleadinefs and firmnefs would
have in advancing the prince's credit and intereft, and

devolving the whole dependence of this State upon
his majefty; and likewife as to what effect every loofe

pace we made with them would certainly have, in

throwing them wholly upon France, even in fpight of

all the prince mould be able to do in reftraining them.

I will only add now my own opinion as to what will

follow the peace; which is, that whereas it has beea
the general thought, that the prince's authority was,

kept up by the war, and would decline upon the

peace ; I believe quite the contrary, and that it will.

very much increafe upon the peace itfelf, becaufe eve-

ry body will fee by the courfe of affairs after-wards,

that the prince was all this while in the true interefts

of the country ; and that thofe who advanced fuch a

geace as this, were certainly out of it, either upon fac-

tion,
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tion, or corruption, or want of good fenfe : and by
what I hear of the town of Amfterdam themfelves, I

believe thefe two or three men that have led them in

this courfe, will certainly come in a little time to lofe

their credit
-,
and I have fome reafon to think, mon-

fieur Valkener would already be glad to compound
for that.

I cannot but add one word which paiTed laft night
between the prince and me upon this occafion ; which

was, that I had not known a bolder aftion of one that

was counted a timorous man, than this of Valkener,
to fet himfelf up at the head of a party here in oppofi-
tion to his highnefs ; not only in regard of his autho-

rity in the State, or his appuy from England ; but

chiefly in regard of his highnefs being fo abfolute in

the intereils of the country : for otherwife, I mould
not think it a bold thing, if Valkener were in it, and
his highnefs out of it. Upon which the prince re-

plied,
' No ; but on the contrary it would jbe a bold

4

thing for me to be out of it ; and thofe that have
* been fo, you will fee ruined, even by the peace they
* have promoted.'

In fhort, his majefty's firmnefs, and the prince's

faving of Mons, have brought the thing to this head,
and left his highnefs in the pofture he {lands. It will,

I doubt not, continue while his majefty is firm and

Heady in his prefent meafures , and France is fo fen-

fible of ill thepace they have made in the firft diffi-

culty about evacuating the towns, that the feveral mi-

nifters of that crown make it their bufmefs to clear

themfelves of it, fince they find it will not pafs here

to throw it upon the Swedes , but I do not fee how

they can ever recover the truft they have loft by it in

this country, nor the credit of their party here.

Your lordfhip will find in Mr. Hyde's letter two

points upon which the prince defired us to write this

ordinary, one about the fatisfaftion of his debts from

2 Spain
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Spain by the cefTion of Maeftricht : the other about the

Princefs's portion. The introduction he gave them

was, that now he faw all public bufmefs draw to an

end here, he would begin to think of his own.

Upon the firft, I having fen his highnefs fince Mr.

Hyde, I advifed a turn in it which he approved of
*,

that was, not to pretend abfolutely a cefilon of Mae-
ftricht and Limburgh at prefent, but only that Spain
Ihould leave them in the hands of the prince till they
found out a way of acquitting his debts, the difficul-

ties whereof will, in all appearance, put them upon
this expedient themfelves : this I offered, becaufe I

knew monfieur de Lyra had feemed much furprized
and mocked at this propofition this morning from the

penfioner ^ though I have reafon to believe they are

not unprepared for it at Madrid. The prince defires

the orders his majefty fends to his feveral ambaifa-

dors upon this fubjecl may run in that form.

For the other, about the portion, he defires his ma-

jefty will either pay it by the proportions of times

agreed on, or elfe by letting apart fuch a fnm of the

monthly tax given by the parliament, and including
this portion, as will make the payment within the time

agreed on, which is, I think, about 4000 1. per month,
there being one of the two years already paft.

Your lordihip will have obferved in my laft letter

to Mr. Secretary Williamfon, the mention ofone I had
received from the king to the States and myfelf,
about two fhips taken three years fince by a Zealand

caper.
The letters came through Mr. Secretary William-

fon's office, but in fuch a ftyle, as Mr. Hyde and I

were equally amazed, confidering the game that was

playing here, whether this ftate mould take their mea-
fures with England or with France : fo we both refol-

ved it fhould firft be fhewed the prince. The matter

was of itfelf in a way of being difpatched, and not in

VOL. IV. F f all
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all above the value of two or three thoufand pounds ;

and coming without any line from the fecretary him-

felf, we took them to be things of form, and procured

only by the folicitation of the parties, and without any
reflections of his majefty's. When 1 fhewed it the

prince, he faid, that he hoped I confidered the king's
jervice here, more than to deliver fuch a letter : that

he was fure the king never faw it : that it was a letter

-to have been writ in 1 671, when the king was refolved

to quarrel with this flate, and not now, when he

was fallen into meafures with them. Nay, he was
confident Mr. Secretary had taken the draught of the

letters that were written then, and had only changed
the names

-,
that the States would certainly interpret

it, that his majeily had refolved dill to quarrel with

them, and had taken his meafures again with France,
which would make them try to do fo too : that in all

the diipofitions of that king here, Zealand had frill

molt inclined to England, v/ith whom this breach

rcatened to begin : for, entering into it with the

admiralty there, was, in effect, with the whole pro-
vince. In (hort, he faid it would be abfolutely ne-

ce/Taiy to fupprefs the letter till I had farther orders ;

but that he would undertake this bulineis fhould cer-

tainly be done.

I fend your lordfhip a Copy of the letter, which
directed to me, or the fecretary of the embaffy

here in my abfence ; fo that if I had not been upon
:-, he had certainly delivered it the next morn-

ing ; and, which the prince thought very hard too,

a copy of the letter was given to the peiibns that foli-

cit it here
-,

fo that I was fain to defire them to keep
it up to themfelves, till they found whether I could do
their fs or no without it. This puts me in

'mind of repeating again what I writ to your lordfhip

upp: : return from Nimegucn, of the rieceffity

: uld be, while Ills majefiy continues his mea-

fures



to the King* the Prince ofOrange% V. 435
lures here as they are, :" r.imfters to aft upon
concert with his h; leall rill they
made a representation to his m .:pon their or.

of iuch conlcquerccs as could not be, or were not fbre-

ieen in England when they were iffued. I told

prince, at his return from the campaign, the rlrii time

Mr. Hyde and I attended him, that I had written to

your lordihip upon this fubject, and what you had
returned of the commifnon the king had given you
to allure his highnefs of his mojefty's refolution in it.

The prince laid to us both upon it, that the truth was,
if his majefty confident him as perfectly in his own
intereft, it ought to be fo ; and that the prince ought
to be the king's ambaflador here ; and in that cafe he

fhould be able to ferve his majeity ; which were juft
his words; and I thought fit to let your lordihip
know them, becaufe, notwith[landing what you were

plealed to fay, I neither obierve any Iuch direftions to

me fmce, either in general, or in this particular , nor

any to Mr. Hyde at his corning away, though he

brought an inftru&ion with him, which would abfo-

lutely have fpoiled the king's buiineis here, if, at the

prince's defire, he had not iuppreiied it. And it is a

very hard caie for an ambaflador either to hinder his

mailer's fervice (perhaps ruin it) or elie by lupprefiing
an order, to lie under the lain of a iccrocaiy, who

j-crhups would be plealed with making others ihiart

ior his own faults.

There is a paper lately lent over to be pretexted his

iiy from the Lunenburgh minitlers at Nimeguen,
aiM.ur a difficulty diey have met with in feeing Sir

J /iimel Jenkins, though tlioy pr.und to have fatisfied

the forms his nu^-ilv ivqr.iiv.--, is to the compe:
pcrpt; All I fhall

i;;y upon it is, diat

nk ins is bound up by fuch flricl orders

in tn its, that I do not fee how he can pofiibly
. them pmbrm th^ par: of a >r, beii-,

F f 2 folutdy
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folutely bound up already from feeing one of the Spa
4
-

nifh, Danifh, and Dutch embaflies, and now thefe of
Lunenburgh, fo much as in third places, or ordinary
converfation or bufmefs : to either of which I never

\mderitood how fuch orders fhould be tied, or why
that lliould go any farther than the bufmefs or vifits

of ceremony.
I afk your lord (hip's

1

pnrdon for the length of this

'trouble, which was intended only to give you fuch

lights as I thought might be neceffary, and you would

not, perhaps, receive from any other hand. I am
ever, my lord, your, &c.

To the Duke rf OrmonJ.

My Lord, Hague, Sept. 23, N. S. 1678.
^INCE my laft to your grace nothing hath parTed

here but what you will have forefeen, which ended

with Mr. Hyde's -propofuion from his rnajefty. The
States cxcufcd therrifclves from any formal anfwer to

it for fame time, not knowing how the difficulties

between France and Sp-iln were like to determine.

The French am baHiidors at Nimeguen feemed peremp-
m their demands, efpecially of Beaumont, and

the chatelenye of Aeth ; but at length fubmitted them-

felves to the arbitrage of this ftate, as the Spaniards
had done to his majefly and them. Monfieur d'Avaux
came poft hither from Nimeguen to fupport his ma-
fter's right upon this arbitrage, which was to be dif-

patched in rive days, fo as to make way for iigning
the peace with Spain before the laft day left for the ra-

tifications with this flate, which was the 21 ft current.

But before he had been two days here, .a courier came
to him with news, that the king of France hadgene-
rouily remitted both points to the Spaniards without

any arbitrage, fo an the peace was to be figned on

Saturday lait the i7th. This was done, and the States

oa
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on Monday refolved to exchange their ratifications with

France ; but at the fame time to declare, that it was

upon condition of their performing the treaty with

Spain ; if not, this between them and France to be

void. Before this, they refolved likewife to give Mr.

Hyde and me their formal anfwer to his majefty's laft

propofition, that though France had figned the treaty
with Spain, and theirs with France would thereupon
be ratified, yet they had declared to his majefty, it

was with this refolution, that if France either refufed

to ratify their treaty with Spain, or to perform after-

wards the conditions of it, this flate mould hold k cas

du dernier traite avec fa wajefte pour echu ; and mould
be ready to perform the condition of it.

This was all the prince himfelf propofed to bring
it to here, fince the game had gone too far to be reco-

vered in any other manner, and the town of Amfter-
dam was again ft this itfelf.

Upon the exchange of ratifications made at Nime-

guen between France and this (late, on Wednefday,
in purfuance of this anfwer from the States, Mr. Hyde
embarked yefterday morning for England, and with

him my lord OrTory, refolved to fee your grace in

Ireland, before any thoughts of returning hither. All

that is now left to be done, is to enter into guaranties
with this ftate for what remains of Flanders, and to

try if the progrefs of France upon the Rhine may be

prevented by any ileps towards a general peace ; the

firft whereof, and which the prince is much concerned

in, has been made already by his majefty's propofi-
tion at Nimeguen for a general fufpenfion of arms,

which France yet refufes to come to upon the fcore of

Sweden, as they give out, but as ethers believe, upon
their own. I am, my lord, your grace's, &c.

ff
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To mv Lord Treasurer.
j j

My Lord, Hague, Oft. 7, N. S. 1678.
T>Y my letter this ordinary to Mr. Secretary Wil-
*-*

liamfcn, your lordfhip will find an account of my
late journey to Amflerdam, and to the prince at Hoog-
fhoore, about 24 leagues from this place, with one part
of the errand that occafioned it, and the fuccefs of it.

There were two other occafions which led me to it,

that I thought not fit to mention in a letter which muft

pafs fo many eyes, referving them for yourfelf, and,

by your means, for his majefly and royal highnefs ;

fince one of them had its rife in private confidence

from the prince, and the other from your lordftiip's

laft letter, wherein you feemed fo defirous of know-

ing his opinion upon two points of great confequence,
which I thought it neceflary you fhould be fatisfied in

by the firft, without attending the prince's return,

which was like to draw out into feme length.

Upon his highnefs leaving the town laft, he very

earnefcly recommended to me the making a journey to

Amfterdam, not only for difcovering their minds there

as to the point of the guaranty, of which I have given
Mr. Secretary an account, but likewife as to the

manner they are like to live with the prince hereafter,

now the peace is made ; fince their carriage in the late

debate here about Maeftricht gave the prince a fufpi-

cion that they were refolded to clo it declaredly, upon
all occafions, againft his opinion and interefts, how-

ever united with the fenie of the other provinces, and

even the reft of the towns in this \ at leaft he believed

monfieur Valkener would act that part. But that

his highnefs might the better take his meafures, he

defired to have fome certain light, both as to his

particular refolutions, and how he was likely to be fe-

conded in them by rncnfieur Hoeft , that is, how far

fup-
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fupported, or where deferred in them. For the town

of Amfterdam is abfolutely governed by thefe two men
without any other perfon fo much as pretending at pre-
jfent any lhare in it. I have had long difcourfes with

them both, and not only together, but feparately,

and, as the prince thinks, very much to the advan-

tage of his affairs and fervice here. Monfieur Val-

kener, who is a very thoughtful, deligning, and co-

vered man, yet went fo far with me, as to fay plainly
at lail, that for his part, he mould ever mew as much

refpecl; to his highnefs^s perfon and interefts as any
man in the country, while he kept within the eftablifh-

ed conilitutions of the ftate , but if, upon any occa-

lion, he mould offer to go beyond them, he muft op-

pofe it as far as he could ; and believed, not only
that his town would do fo too, but that they would
be applauded in it by the other towns of this province ;

who might yet in the States, upon other refpects, give

opinions different from them : that there were two
different forts of people for the prince to make ufe of

here,; one that were fit to follow him at court, in his

hunting and entertainments , another that were fit for

the magiftracy of this country, and had generally a

reputation not only of good patriots, but of men' of

ability and honeily, and fuch as the people generally
were content to truft : that he needed not name any
fuch men, the prince could not fail of knowing them ;

for if he did not by his own obferving, common fame
would tell him who they were in every town : and
that if the prince would have all go eafy and unani-

mous here, he muft, when he had any thing to propofe
in the States, firft fend for fome of thefe men from the

feveral towns, and difcourfe it with them apart ; if he

found they agreed in opinion about it, he might rec-

kon the thing would certainly and eafily pafs in the

States ; if they differed, he mould then fend for them
to talk it over with them together, and tell them, he

F f 4 found
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found they were of feveral minds, and therefore he
defired they would reafon it with one another before

him ; which would produce an agreement one way
or other among them, as well as the debates here in

the States had in a manner ever done ; and according-

ly his highnefs might take his certain meafures.

Monfieur Hoeft, who is a much franker man, and
of greater credit, though lefs opinions than the other,
went farther with me , for after fome things of the

fame kind, about the 'prince's confulting with perfons
trufted and efleemed in their towns, taking his mea-
fures previoufly with thofe of Amilerdam as well as

other towns, which were publicly known to be at his

devotion ; not confining his converfation to very few

perfons, and of another fort, nor the confutations of
bufinefs to any one or two men alone : he ended with

me, at laft, in this conclufion, that nothing was fo

neceffary here as a perfect union between the prince
and States, and the taking away all appearance of the

leaft difference between them , which would but let

France into the ftate, by fiding with one party or

other, and with either of them juft as would ferve their

prefent turn : that for his part, he was fo fenfible of

this, and had fuch an opinion of the prince, both as

to his moderation, and his underflanding his own in-

tereft aright to be perfectly joined with thofe of the

country, that, notwithftanding all jealoufies which
had unhappily been raifed here, or might be fo here-

after, perhaps induilrioufly, he was abiblutely re-

folved he would truft the prince till he mould fee

him engaged in courfes againft the intereils and liber-

ties of the ftate \ that in fuch a cafe he mould
enter into the bonne pat'tie. , and oppofe it according
to his duty ; but that, in the mean time, he would

not go about to hurt both his country and the prince

too, by increafmg any difference between them upon
fuipi-
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fufpicions, or jealoufies, that he did not fee a plain

ground for.

As to particular occafions of difference between the

prince and States, now after the peace, he would not

fee any, unlefs it mould happen about a fecond re-

duction of the army, and to fuch a proportion as

might be maintained by the ordinary revenue of the

country. But when I told him, the time of propo-

fing this was chiefly confiderable , whether before they
fhould fee the general peace made, or France likewife

begin to difarm -

9 and upon this itfelf they ought to

debate the whole thing privately with the prince of

Orange before they brought it into the States; he

told me, he thought I had reafon, and he ihould be

of that mind , and ended with faying many things of

the greateft efteem that could be of the prince, and

very much kindnefs to his perfon and interefts $ de-

firing me to give his highnefs the afiuranee of it.

Upon my report of all this to the prince, he feenv

ed to be extremely pleafed with it, and faid, I had
made a journey to mighty good purpofe , and he

mould make fo good a ufe of it, that he doubted not

to be able to give good account of this country, as

to what mould be their part in the general concerns

of Chriftendom, provided his majefiy would be but

fteady in the purfuit of his meafures here.

After this I mewed him your lordfhip's letter, de-

firing to know his opinion about his majefty's recon-

ciling with France in fomething about Sweden, and

entering into meafures with them in behalf of that

crown ; and likewife about a match with that king to

lady Anne, in cafe it mould be purfued. The prince
read it twice over, and very thoughtfully, and after

fome paufe laid, that he could not tell on the fudden
what to think of this letter : that upon his firft read-

ing of thofe lines about reconciling with France in

fomething of Sweden, he was as much amazed as the

ftag
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ftag was that day, at the firft blow that was given him.

That he had no reafon to believe, by the laft letters

he received from the duke, or from your lordfhip,
that there was any change in our counfels in England^
from the late meafures we had taken, of preierving

Europe from the defign of France upon it. That

yet he could not imagine how any body mould think

we could reconcile with France for reftoring Sweden,
without breaking all the meafures we had lately taken,

and returning abfolutely into our former ones with

France. That this was certainly an artifice of the

French, who faw they could not clofe with us directly

upon any thing between ourfelves, and fo they would

ground it upon the bufmels of Sweden, which would
be in effect the fame thing, and bring the bufmefs of

Europe juft where it was four or five years ago. That
Sweden made no pace, nor ufed no language, but as

they were directed by France, and fo he was fure

they were in this. That the effect of any fuch agree-
ment between us and France would be the king's

wholly lofmg all his credit, not only with the empire
and Spain, as returning into the French interefts, by

embracing thofe of Sweden, which were wholly joined
with them, but it would likewife make it here too,

and make them return to the opinion they have fo long
had in this country, that the king would never hear-

tily break from France : and that the effect of this

would be, to make the States run into the interefts of

that crown, as a thing which muft befal them, and

without remedy. And that nothing could be more

ruinous than this to the affairs of his majefty here,

nor to thofe particularly of his highneis. That upon
any meafures which could be taken between his ma-

jefty and France, for the reftoring Sweden, the firft

: action on the French fide muft be the invading Cleve

and Wefel, and the reft of the duke of Brandenburgh's
territories adjoining ^ which will not only let in the

French
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French into the empire on that fide, but make them

in as great
a meafure matters of this country (of

which Cleves and Juliers have ever been efteemed the

very key) as they could have been by their conquefts

in Flanders. And that. his highnefs does not appre-
hend how his majefty can take part in fuch an action,

and which muft have confequences fo direclly oppofite
to all the meafures he has lately taken, and to the of-

fers he har uiade this flate about the fecurity of Cleves

and Juliers. That as far as his highnefs underftands,
his majefty's interefts and that of the crown of Eng-
land are, after the peace, to enter into fuch meafures

with this ftate, the emperor, and the princes of the

empire, as may preferve Flanders, and keep France

from overturning the world any farther : to live fairly

with France, but to enter into no new meafures with

them ; fo that upon any ill talent of France, about

what his majefty has already done in the laving Flan-

ders, he may have the empire ready to fall into his in-

terefts, as he has this ftate already engaged by a de-

fenfive league, in cafe of France's attacking us. And
for Sweden, he does not fee how his majefty can go
farther than to induce them firft to a fufpenfion ofarms,
and afterwards to fome reafonable terms in a peace.

That for the match between that king and lady
Anne, his highnefs knows nothing againft it, if the

king and duke think it fit, unlefs it be the time of
either doing or treating it, which he believes cannot

be before the general peace is made, becaufe it will

otherwife have thofe effects before mentioned, efpecially
if accompanied by engagements with France, unlefs

it Ihould be treated upon the foot of Sweden's con-

fenting to fuch terms of a peace as the confederates

fhould be likely to fall in with.

This was the fubftance of the feveral and large dif-

courfes which his highnefs made me upon this occa-

fion, and with much concernment, defiring me to

reprefent
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reprefent them to your lordfhip at large, as he would

write in fliort his thoughts to you upon them by this

poft.
After this he took notice of the paflage in your

lordfhip's letter about the king, intending to com-

mand my return in a fhort time ; and faid upon it,

that it could not be fit at the prefent, but that he

would talk with me about the time of it after the

evacuation of the places in Flanders, and the treaty of

guaranty here mould be finished
-,
which being the

firil fteps after the peace, would be of the greateft im-

portance, and declare the intention of this ftate as to

their meafures hereafter with England and with France*

That whenever I left this poft, it would be abfolutely

necefiary for his majefty to have an ambafTador here,

and not a lefs cliaracler, fince the French were refolved

ever to have one , and that it would extremely import
his highnefs what fort of perfon he fent over ; for un-

lefs it mould be one that might live in confidence with

him, and have credit in the countiy here, it were bet-

ter have none at all. I am, &c.

To the 'Duke of TorL

Hague, Oct. n, N. S. 1678.

May it pleafe you Highnefs,
T RECEIVED yefterday morning, by Mr. White, the
* honour of a letter from your highnefs, with a com-
mand which it will be very difficult to perform here*

I mean that of helping her highnefs to be incognito in

this place. The prince being yet abfent, and the pen-
fioner too, I fpoke of it to monfieur Van Lewen, who
was hard to be perfuaded that the honours due to her

highnefs by the States, upon fuch occafion, fhould not

be performed folemnly at her landing. But having

acquainted him with the abfolutenefs of your high-
nefs's commands, both by your letter, and particu-

larly by Mr. White, I prevailed with him to make no

mention
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mention of it in the States till the prince's return ;

and this I hope may be to-night, or to-morrow at

fartheft.

For a houfe to receive her highnefs and lady Anne,
with their attendants, there was no choice at all in

it} and fo the princefs dowager's houfe is making
ready for this purpofe, and will, I doubt not, be in

order by to-morrow. I could not perfuade Sir Ga-
briel Sylvius and Mr. White to allow me any other

part in this care, befides leaving the whole houfe

empty, which I did early this morning, and them,
with the prince's fervants, in all the diligence that

could be, of preparing it for her highnefs's recep-

tion, who, befides the honour of fuch a piece of gal-

lantry, will have certainly a very great fatisfaction in

feeing here fuch a princefs, as, in all kinds, I do be-

lieve, is very hard to be feen any where elfe. I wifh

the weather but as fair as the wind, and then, I hope,
this adventure will be very foon and very happily at-

chieved.

I beg your highnefs's leave, upon this occafion, to

give you an account of another command I received

from your highnefs at my coming away, which was,
to fpeak at large to the prince about fome particulars
in his way of living and converfmg here, that your
highnefs thought of great confequence to his affairs

in this country. I did not find an opportunity that

made way for it, till now of late, fince matters here

feemed to fix a little upon the concluiion of the peace
with Spain, which gave his highnefs occafion of dif-

courfing with me fcveral times upon this new fcene

of affairs, and employing my offices to difcover how
the town of Amfterdam was like to live with him after

*he peace. I gave my lord treafurer, by laft poft,
a "large account of what had paffed between me and
the two ruling burgomailers there, upon this fubjecl,
and Khali now only add to ir, that having repre-

fcntcd
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fented all that matter to the prince at Hoogflioore*
and, upon that occafion, the full fcope of your high-
nefs's thoughts, he feemed extremely fatisfied with

both, and allured me, that as there were many ap-

plications
which might be made in a time of peace,

and could not, while his thoughts were wholly taken

up with the war, fo he mould not now neglect them,

though he might hitherto have done it : that he

mould fall into a new ply ; and that he doubted not

to give a good account of this Hate in all the public
concernments of Chriftendom, if his majefly could

refolve to be fteady in the meafures he had fallen into

of late.

I mould not have given your highnefs fo long a

trouble, but that I thought you would not be difplea-
fed with the knowledge of this particular ; and in it

my obedience to that command of your highnefs, of

writing without ceremony. I am very confident you
will believe it to be without any at all, when I allure

your highnefs of my being ever with the greateft paf-
fion and truth that can be, Sir, your highnefs's, &c.

To Sir Jofepb Wittiamfon.

SIR, Hague, Od, n, K S. 1678.
QINCE my laft of the 7th, wherein I gave you a

large account of my late journey to Amfterdamr

and to the prince in the Veloue , and what thoughts
and intentions I had met with in both places, about

the bufmefs of the guaranty , I have likewife given

part to the penfioner of all that pafied there, with

which he was very much fatisfied : but thinking it

of the laft importance that the thing fhould meet with

no difficulty after it came once to be propofed her^e,

he was divided in the opinion, whether to let it alone

till the next fcffion of the State of Holland, which

begins next month, becaufe then it might be paiTed
in
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in two days time, without fending it to the towns,

the deputies being here ; or whether the prince, the

penfioner, and monfieur Van Lewen, to digeft the

matter with me here into the forrri and articles of a

treaty ; and then for me to go with it, and engage
the confent of Amfterdam to it, even before the next

afiembly of the State ? He concluded, that we muft

expect the prince's advice upon it \ and was, I be-

lieve, the more fixed in it, by being himfelf refolved

to go again out of town, after one day's flay here,

with intention of not coming back till the prince's re-

turn, which we now expect will be this evening or

to-morrow
-,

fo as by next poft I may poflibly give

you a farther account of -this matter, and I hope I

may, in the mean time, receive his majeily's thoughts

upon that project in general, which I gave of it from
the prince and penfioner's difcourfes, about a fort-

night fince.

I told you in my laft, of the States deputation, on

Friday laft, to monfieur d'Avaux, about the evacua-

tion of Maeftricht, the general peace, and the quiet of
the neighbourhood, efpecially Juliers and Cleves : I

find by monfieur Van Lewen, who was one of the de-

puties, that his anfwer was, as to the firfl, that he had

yet no order's, but would that night dilpatch away
an exprefs, and hopes to give them fome account of
it within four days. For the fecond, that his mailer

was well difpofed to the general peace, and a fufpen-
fion of arms in order towards it, if his allies could
be induced to it. For the third, that it was a thing
the king his mafter referved to treat with the ambaf-
fadors of this (late in France, where he had expected
them any time thefe two months, though they were
not yet gone : that in the mean time, the proceed-

ings of the duke of Brandenburgh were fuch in Po-

merania, as would of necefllty oblige the king his

mafter to invade his territories upon the Rhine;

7 having
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having no other way to make a diverfion ; though what
towns he Ihould take there would be without any in-

tention of keeping them.

Monfieur Van Lewen added to me, that he wonder-
ed to hear monfieur d'Avaux fpeak fo frankly in this

matter, as well as in what concerned his majefty's me-
diation ; that there was now no need of it in any thing
between France and this (late ; and that in all things
which concern their neighbours or allies, the king his

mafter would rather have the States to interpofe their

mediation, than his majefty. And he faid, though
it parTed in difcourfe, and not at the conference,

yet being a man of referve, he believed it would
not have been faid without order, and being firft

weighed.

Yefterday monfieur d'Avaux let the States know,
that the king his mafter, not to retard the evacuation

of the Spanim towns, would draw off his forces now
in Flanders, to Huy (a town between Namur and

Liege) which he intended to fortify ; and finding there

were feven or eight hundred men of this ftate at pre-
lent in it, he delired they would order them to march

out, this being a town of the empire, and the States

being obliged by their treaty to aifcft none of the ene-

mies of France. I find them here a little furprized
with this, and fome delays that are yet made in the

delivery of Maeftricht ; but notreturn, I believe, will

be made till the prince be confuked after his return

to this place. I am ever, Sir, your, &c.

70 my Lord Treasurer.

My Lord, Hague, Dec. 6, N. S. 1678.
I WAS fo infinitely obliged by the kindnefs and con-

fidence of a letter I had this day the honour of re-

ceiving from your lordfhip by Mr. Hales, that I

could not delay the acknowledging of it by this poft ^

though
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though to do that as I ought, will, I doubt, be as

hard as to deferve it. And, I fear, to interrupt your

lordmip, at a time . fo bufy as this, will be a greatef
fault than any omifTion would have been. I had not

before any true profpect of the prefent fcene; and

though your lordmip has given me fo much light^

yet it ferves rather to reprefent the fadnefs of it, than

to difcover any remedy to fnch fatal diftempers as

have beeri long breeding, and are now fo
violently-

broken out, in our poor unfortunate nation. God alone

can be the phyfician, who governs the hearts of prin-

ces, and the humours of people : for to think of ad-

vice from any other, in fo many crofs accidents, both

at home and abroad, as meet to make up this violent

crifis, is too great a compliment to put upon any man \

and if your lordmip could hope ,.br it, in my opinion,
it ought to be from yoUrfelf, who have belt beeri

able toobferve the fpring and growth of this diftem-

per, with the difpofitions of the body , and by that*

as well as by your own natural prudence, miift be fit-

ter than any other perfon to make a judgment upon
it. For my own part, it would be more preftimp-
tion in me than in ariy man to offer at it, ttpon many-

regards; befides that of the difiarice I am at, and
have been fo long and fo often, for a great part of

my life. Nor do I know one quality to make me fit

for it, unlefs it be hot only as near arid as fenfible, but

as unpaflioned, and as uninterefted concernment in

the true good and fervice of my tihafter and my. coun-

try, as any man can have. And for this reafon, and
becaufe your lordm'ip hath ufed many times to afk

ine fo kindly, and hear me fo favourably, upon fmalter

bccaflons; and Beciufe I take you to fee equally
concerned with the publick in this, it (hall go hard bun

1 will find a way of telling your lordmip, by fom'e

hand or other, and in very few words^ all that I havd

Tot. IV. Gg been
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been able to think upon it; which can do no hurt, be-

caufe you may forget it as ibon as it is done.

.. For any accounts of foreign affairs, which your lord-

fhip might have expected if I had come over , the

whole courfe of my difpatches, fmee I left England
laft, will better inform any body than I myfelf could

do, as having been conttant and particular, and thereby

containing many things I have forgot. For the quef-
tion you are pleafed to afk about the pjace, I cannot

add one word to that fbort account your lordiljip

will meet wiih in my leter this pod to Sir Jofeph
Williamfon , unlefs it be, that nothing feems to me,
#t prefent, fo necefTary in the foreign affairs, as for

his majefty to difpatch away fome minifler to Spain,
whofe chief inftrudtion ihould be, to watch any mo-
tion of councels, or negotiations there, for the ex-

change of Flanders : to divert them from any fuch

thoughts, by the greateft afTuranee of his majefty's re-

iblving to take it into his conftant care and protection :

and fo to reprefent the ftate of our prefent diforders

themfelves, as not to diihearten that court in the

hopes that his majefly may yet be able to perform ef-

fectually, what he intends and promifes in that mat-

ter. I think the difpatch of this fo much the more ne-

cefTary, becaufe, I doubt, the prefent minifler there

may, in this conjuncture, be a very ill iniirument in

fuch an affair ; and be poiTibly inclined to promote
Other ends, in what concerned! that very bufmefs of

Flanders, and any exchange of it.

For Mr. Montague, I have neither defcrved fuch

offices your lordlhip fpeaks of, nor fhall trouble my-
felf about making fuch returns* I am infinitely ob-

liged to your lordfhip for the enquiries you fay you
will make-, and mall be very glad to know my faults

from my enemies as well as my friends , becaule which

way foever I find them, I mall make the fame ufe,

that is, to mend them. 1 {land always upon the

ground
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ground of having never done either an nnjuft, or uri-

gentlemanly aftion in my life ; or an unfaithful one to

the fervice ofmy mailer, or my country. And who-
ever may be perfuaded otherwife of me, by whifperers*
or malice; I mall leave to their own opinions, till they

pleafe to make fair enquiries , and concern myfelf no
Farther in them nor the confequences; having, I

thank God,' at heart, neither hopes to ferve, nor faults

to anfwer for.

As to Sir Henry Capel, I fHould be very forry to

think he meant ill to the crown or kingdom, be-

caufe I always thought otherwife of him 5 and can-

not reproach myfelf to have often been deceived by
rny friends , and whenever I am, believe I have not
more reafon to quarrel with them, than with myfelffor

choofing them. For his unkindnefs to me, I will at

lead be as
j lift, as I defire others to be to roe.; which

is, to hear firft what he faith of it, before I judge.
For any to your lordfliip, I fliall not eafily forgive ;

becaufe I do not think you have deferved it, upon any
publick confiderations , which are all that fHould lead

him in his prefent figure. For if your lordifhp had

not ferved his majefty, and the true intereits of his

crowns, with perfect good intention to both, and the

beft of your power, you have, I am fures deceived me^
which few of my friends, I confefs, have done: and,
I am confident^ your lordfhip will never be of thaS

tiumber. I am, my lord, your, &:c

To Sir Jofeph i7HUdmfom

SIR, Hague* Dec. 30* N. S. 1678.
I N C E my laft of the 2 jth, 1 have none from you^'
the contrary winds having now left three pacquetS

due from England. All the towns of Holland have

agreed to the advice of the States General about defer-

ring the reform, as I mentioned in my laft, except
G g s Am*
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Amilerdam alone. What their anfwer will prove at

laft, I cannot yet tell , nor whether one man alone^ as

the head of a {ingle town, will fet up directly againft
all the other towns of this province, as well as againft
all the other provinces, and in a matter appearing to

them of lo great importance to the State. For though
the peace be made both by this State and Spain, and

though the French have yet railed no difficulties upon
reftoring the towns to the Spaniards ; yet they have de-

clared, they intended to keep their forces in Flanders
till they are fatisfied in what they demand, as remain-

ing due of their contributions, which amounts to near

two hundred thoufand piftoles. 'And for this country,

though they have delivered up Maeftrichr, yet they
have demanded Hafielt and Mafeyck, by which it

would be cut off from the reft of thde territories, and
have this week pofted themfelves between Maeftricht
and Haftelt on one fide, and Maeftricht and Mafeyck
on the other ; fo as neither boat nor waggon can go
from thefe provinces to Maeftricht, but mud pafs

through their quarters , and that town is not yet pro-
vided, in any proportion, of cannon or magazines ne-

ceflary for their defence. Befides, it is known here,
that the French rhinifters and officers lie ready to take

into their fervice immediately all the troops which this

State fliall difband ; and the laft letters from their am-
bafTadors at Paris gave them yet farther apprehefi-
lions of the conduct they are to expect from the

French. For Monfieur Boreel, who is of Amfterdam,
and was dep in the cabal of promoting the peace,
writes plainly, that he expects nothing from that

court, upon any of their pretenfions : that they were

grown fo infolent with their profperity and the ill pof-
ture of all their neighbours, as not to trouble them-
felves with giving reafons, or receiving them upon
any thing they treated. To this in general, he writes

two particulars, that were fomething more furprizing-,
the
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the firft was, that monfieur Pompone had told him,
that the king his mailer ordered him to take notice

of the prince having turned cut the Catholick magi-
ilrares at Maeftricht, and put the Proteftants in their

room, as a thing contrary to his treaty with this State.

The fecond, that monfieur de Louvoy had told him,

upon difcourfe of the remaining contributions of Bre-

da, that the king his m after had heard what the

prince of Orange had faid to the States in the delibe-

rations upon that matter ; ? le trouvoit mauvais
-,
&

que le prince avoit parle trop fisremsnt. Upon the firft

point the States deputies thought fit to difcharge
the prince by taking upon themfelves what he had

only adled by their orders, and to defend their having
acted nothing contrary to the treaty, or innovated any
thing in matter of religion at Maeftricht ; but that,

on the other fide, the French had no right to concern

themfelves in what the States did in the government
of a town, which was now become again their own.

Upon the fecond point, which touched only the

prince, his highnefs faid, that though the States

knew he had never fpoke any thing i}pon that occa-

fion, which might tleferve that term, yet he was of

opinion, no anfwer mould be made upon it : that he
was born in a free republick, and that it had fo con-

tinued hitherto ; he could not tell how long it might
do fry at the rate they were now treated; but that,
while he lived in it, he would, according to his duty,

give his advice, and fpeak his opinion freely in it,

without giving account to any of what he faid, but
to God alone.

Thefe particulars have yet gone no farther than the

deputies of foreign affairs, arid fo you will pleafe may
not yet be publick : but they have occafioned very me-
lancholick reflections among them, confidering what a

condition this peace has already brought them into,

and what farther confluences they may expect of it,

G g 3 upon



4J4 Letters of Sir William Temple

upon the unhappy poilure of affairs in England, from
whence alone they were to hope for fupport. You will

guefs by your difpatch.es this pbftfrom Nimeguen, at

lead as well as we can here, what iflue may be ex-

pected from the parties beginning to enter into con-

ference there. For my part, I am able to make no

conje.cture, nor whether a peace with the emperor
will contribute to the fafety, or increafe the danger, of

thefe countries, and the Spanifh Netherlands, if the

French army continue porTeffed of Liege, and the

other parts neceffary for their making war upon the

duke of Brandenburgh, as they pretend, in favoup
of the Swedes. I am ever, &c.

To Sir Lionel Jenkins.

My Lore1

, Hague, Jan. 20, N. S. 1678.
7 H A v E this morning your letters of yefterday's date,

with the inclofed papers, by which I am apt to

conjecture, that the peace between the Emperor ancj

France is drawing towards a period
-

9 and, very pro-

bably, by the lail of this month, being the term lafl

limited by France upon the prefcnt conditions : I mail

therefore prepare myielf for my journey towards you,
and begin it when you find it neceffary for me,

' To
affifl at the figning of the peace, and what other acts

* fhall necefTariiy require a quorum ofour commifllon.'

Which are the words of the order I received upon this

cccafion, in a letter from Mr. Secretary Williamfon,

jdated the 29th of October pail.

Your lordfhip, I find, apprehends whether you
fnall have notice given you by the parties

of their con-

cluding the affair Time enough to give me warning of

my journey ; which, with the other complaints you
make, of the little confidence your are in with them,
makes me doubt, whether their intentions be, that we

Jhould fign, cr no : for, by their own firfl draught of

the.
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the preface, it was plain, they did not intend it : and

though your lordfhip received orders upon that point,
* to make no difficulty to iign as mediators/ in Mr.

Secretary's letter to you of October 29th, and far-

ther orders about the part his majeily expected in the

ftyle of the preface by his letter of December 3d ;

yet I do not find by any of your letters, that the par-
ties have either expreffed their defire or intention, that

we fhould fign as mediators, or their aifent to what

your lordfliip propofed as to his majelty's part in the

preface. I have other reafons to be a little doubtful

how this matter may pafs, and one particularly this

very morning from monfieur d'Avaux, having faid

in a conference with the deputies of this State, upon
difcourfe of the treaty, that the parties now treating

being of the fame religion, the whole bufmefs was in

the nuncio's hands. I have likewife the opinions of
others here befides my own, that it would be to expofc
the king's honour too much, for me to go exprefly

upon the place to fign the treaty, and when I came

there, not to be admitted to it. Therefore, to clear

all this matter, I humbly offer to your lordfnip, whe-

ther, feeing the prefent approaches between the par-
ties, you will not take occafion to let them know, that

having formerly, acquainted them with the orders you
had received, to be ready to fign the treaty, and with

the part his majeity pretended, in that cafe, to have
in the preface > and finding it necceffary by our com-
miflion, that two of us mould be preient at the act,

you defire to know both their intention upon it, and
the time they are like to be ready, to the end you
may give me notice early enough not to fail attend-

ing that fervice, according to the order yon know I

have received, They cannot, Jfuppole, make any

fcruple to give you a clear and plain anfvver to fuch a

reasonable queiHon , and thereupon your lordihip's
.meafures and mine will be eafily taken : for your lord-

G s 4
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{hip, I know, will not fail of giving me advice bv;

the firft, and I fhall not, God willing, fail of begin-

ning my journey accordingly. In cafe any thing
fhould happen to' make them fign of the fudden, with-

out warning to either of us, I fuppofe, if they defire

we fhould have our parts in it, room may be left for

the mediators to fign afterwards; fince it is not a

thing material, as to the force of the treaty between
the parties. If they will under-fland it otherwife, I

fuppofe it will be to avoid our figning, in the civilefl.

manner they can. For, upon the whole, the judg-
ment which is here made of this treaty, is, that nei-

ther of them like it: and though it is neceiTity alone

which could haye brought the emperor to thefe terms;

yet France is perfectly taken at their word,- and is fen-

fible enough of the advantages they are like to lofe, in

pot purfuing the war with the emperor, now Spain
and this country are out of it. I am ever, &c.

P. S. I defire what I fay of rnonflcur d'Avaux

having told the deputies this morning, may not be

taken notice of, becaufe it was given me by one of
them in confidence.

91? my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, Jan. 24, N. S. 1678.
T HAD the honour of one from your lordfhip of the

yth, and deferred not upon receipt thereofto make
that ufeofk here, which you 'intended; and was,

indeed, in a manner neceflary for his majefty's fer-

vice and jufdfication, as well as your lordfhip's. I

communicated the firftpart of it to fomeof the States

who are in chief credit here, and to the Imperial and

Spanifn mihifters; \vho all took notice of thofe claufes

in it, which mewed how great advantages might have

been made by bargaining for any towns : how no con-

ditions were propoied, but fuch as \vere approved by

Spain
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Spain and Holland -,
and how the thoughts of making

any advantages of that itfelf were entertained only at

the perfuafion of Mr. M e. And in the feveral

cdnverfations I have had upon this fubject here, I may
allure your lordfhip, all was done with the fuccels

you defired. For the prince, who was gone from
Utrecht to Arnheim, about the time I received your

lordfhip's difpatch,
I thought there could be no way

fo good of performing your commands towards his

Jhighnefs, as by fending him the letter itfelf, by which
he would beft fee how much you were concerned both

in his good opinion, and his particular affair of the

money 'due to him} which, I am fure, could not have

been by me fo well expreffed as in your words. You
will before this time have been fully fatisfied, by
.the letter I fent you inclofed, how much the prince was

concerned in your part of what lately happened in

England j and how little reafon you had to apprehend
any change of his highnefs's opinion in what concerned

your lofdihip upon that occafion : and, I know-

very well, he writ that letter with kinder intentions,

than only of making you a compliment at that time.

For the
monejr,

he never faid one word of it to me in

feveral converfations about thefe matters, farther than

complaining of his own ill luck, fince he was fure to

have received it within four or five days, at the time
when that tr uble was given your lordihip there;
which he reckoned upon as what muft certainly delay
it till forne better ictdement in his majefty's affairs,

and efpecially that of the revenue.

Having acquitted myielf of the duty I owed your
Jordfhip upon that firlt part of your letter ; I find

another I owe to his majefly upon the latter ; ofwhich
I deipair of being able to acquit myfelf as I ought to

do, or as the ienie of to great a favour juftly obliges
me to. The ail auction his majefty is pleafed to make

Between me and other men, both in efteeming me fit

for
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for the difcharge of fo great a truft, and in offering to

be himfelf at the charge of Mr. Secretary Coventry's

retiring out of it, is what, I am fure, I fhall never

live to forget, though I can never hope to deferve ;

and therefore muft beg of your lord(hip to afiift me
in making the heartieft andhumbleft acknowledgments
to his majefty, that any fervant can make to the heft

mailer in the world. After this is done, I am very

forry that I muft make fo true and plain a confefllon

of myfelf, as I am forced to do upon this occafion. If

I found myfelf capable of doing his majefty the fervice

that would become me in fuch a poft, 1 fhould efteern

it the greateft, and indeed the only happinefs that

could befal me at this time, and in the poor remain-

ders of my life: but the fenfible decays I feel of late

in myfelf, and which muft increafe every day with my
age and ill health, make me abfolutely defpair of ac-

quitting myfelf as I ought, and would be neceflary for

his majefty's fervice, in a poft that requires not only

g^reat
abilities, but good health, and all the applica-

tion that can be , neither of which I can either ways

.promife either his majefty or myfelf. And 1 may pre-
tend to be fo honeft a man, as never to make fo ill a

bargain for fo good a mafter
-,
which would be like

felling him a horfe very dear, that I knew to be old

and reftif, and not at all fit for the fervice he defigned
him. I beg your lordfhip to reprefent this to his

majefty, not as an affected modefty, nor as a fpeaker's
form of difabling himfelf when he is chofen. For your

lordfhip may pleafe to remember, I writ the fame

thing to you fix months ago: and Mr. Hyde knows

very well the thoughts of this kind he both found and

left me in at his laft being here. The feafon I have

fince palTed, in a place fo unkind to my health, has

given me a great deal of reafon to continue them, and

to think myfelf not at all fit to enter upon fo great
and laborious an employment, or even to continue

this
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this longer than the fpring ; beyond which time I can

forefee little ufe his majefty can have of me here.

And whenever he fhall pleafe to end it, I doubt not

but he will give me leave to feek for a little better

health in fome warmer climate : and I am fure, he

.(hall never find a better fubjeft, how ufelefs a fervant

foever I may have been ; ind that none fhall ever make
more pafilonate wifhes for his happinefs and fafetyr

than I lhalldo all the days of my life.

I cannot end this without making your lordfliip

likewife my particular acknowledgments for your fa-

vour and good opinion, which 1 fhall ever efteem

among my bed poilefTions. But having had the ho-

nour of your agreeing fo often with me in what we
have talked of, I cannot but be confident, that if you
knew me as well as I do myfelf, you would be per-

fectly of my mind in this matter; as I fhould be of

yours, if I found myfelf, indeed, what your lordfhip

js pleafed to efteem me. That which 1 hope we both

agree in, is, the belief that you can never meet with

a greater and fincerer pafiion, than that wherewith I

have been fo long, and fhall be, your's, &c.

To Sir Jofeph F/illiamfon.

SIR, . Rhenen, Feb. 6, N.'S. 16789.
T T PON this day fen'night I received at the Hague^ an exprefs from Sir Lionel Jenkins, preffing me
to come away immediately to Nimeguen, upon the af-

furance he then had the treaty would be figned there

the next day, and that my prefence would be necefiary
.to make up a com million at that time. Whereupon,
finding my orders exprefs in that cafe, 1 parted
the fame day from the Hague, and made a mift to

get to Nimeguen the next, being Tuefday at night. The
Thurfday following 1 went to the pnnce of Orange at

, upon a letter from hishie-hnels, and returned

fo
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fo late that night, as to have no part in the difpatch

by that ordinary, which was the fccond I have miffed

fince my laft to you from the Hague. I communi-
cated to his iiighnefs the orders I received by yours of

the i4th paft, which came to me the day after my ar-

rival at Nirneguen. He was very ready to perform the

p^rt his majefty expected from him upon that occa-

fio.- , but laid, I knew very well he had never been

able to hinder libels and paiquins from being printed
here again!! hirnfelf, and fo could not affure me of hin-

dering them againil his majefty ; but that he would
endeavour it, and hoped he might be able to do it at

Utrecht; bntadvifed me to addrefs myfelf to the ma-

giftra.tes of Amilerdam, where he could not undertake

for it. He took occaficn to tell me, that the peniioner
of Amilerdam had been with him the day before,

upon the election of the fchepers for this year : that

falling into the difcourfe of the affairs of England he

had told him, that the general report and belief at

Amfterdam was, that the great preparations made by
France in their fea ports were to make the king ma-
iler of his parliament \ and that was the reafon we
took no notice of them in England. I took this for a

jibe! fpread her by the fame hands from which you
expected they fnould be lent and printed to be fpread
in England ; but the prince faid, he had reafon to be-

lieve it was given out by the French, to.damp all hopes
that this State might have of any fupport from Eng-
land : and that he had received two letters upon tli

fame fubject from Amflerdam, before the penfioner of
that town had told him of it.

I fhall not need tell you of the peace having been

figned lail night, about ttn of the clock, between the

emperor and France, and agreed to be fo this day be-

tween the Imperialiiis and Swedes : you will know the

whole courfe of that affair, with all circumftarces, by
an exprefs this day from my colleague, and how un-

3 necefTary
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neceflary a journey I have made in the word feafon

that I ever felt, and upon pure obedience to the or-

ders you fent me : for 1 had no reafon to think the Im-

perialifts would yield a point they had ever conteited,

and, therefore, I had defired my colleague to inform

himfelf of it before he fent for me. It is now pad,
and I have only reafon to be fatisfied, that all was

agreed to by the parties which you feemed to defire

for his majefty's honour in the preface, as well as for

his inclufion in the treaty. This morning I left Ni-

meguen, and thought to have reached Utrecht this

night-, but the ways are almoft impaflable for a coach,

by the great drifts of inow ; ib that all I can hope
for, is, to be there to-morrow night : from thence

J refolve to go to Amfterdam, and fpeak with the ma-

giftrates in both places, about fearching and prevent-

ing what you apprehend from thofe prefles: and be-

caufe I am not like to be in Holland time enough for

next ordinary, I difpatch this away to Utrecht by
exprefs, in hopes it may get time enough to the

Hague to go away with the ordinary to-morrow

night, that fo you might know fomething ofmy mo-

tions, as well as of my late omifTions, which have
-been occafioned by them. I am ever, &c.

70 my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, Feb. 21, N. S. 1678-9.
TT AVING fince my laft had feveral occafions of dif-
**

courfing with the prince upon the fubjeft of

your lordfhip's lait letter, and the account you were

pleafed to give there both of his majefty's conduct and

your own, in thofe negotiations which were ib much
talked on of late ; his highnefs was very full in his ex-

preffions of justifying your lordfhip upon having done

nothing but with his majefty's order, even in writing ;

and could not talk of Mr. M 's part in it with-

out:
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out the greateft indignation in the world. For the'

thing itfelf, he would fay little, but, that it was paft *

and fo it was to no purpofe to talk of it : that no body
had any thing left to do fince the peace, but to play an

ill game the beft they could, and fo he refolded to do
here: but nothing he could now do would fignify

much towards the common fafety, unlefs England
could grow into a pod lire of being more united at

home, and more conficlered abroad, than they feemed

likely to be by the prefent courfe ofour affairs ; which

he ever talks of with great concernment. Since the

commifiion I received to go again toNimeguen, to con-

tinue there the figure of his majefty's mediation, upon
the recalling of Sir Lionel Jenkins, he was very inqui-
fitive into the reafon of it , which I could not give
him , having received barely a commiflion to act alone

in that function, and three lines only from Mr. Secre-

tary Williamfon, to tell me, he had fent it by his ma-

jefty's order. All we could guefs, was the defign of

fparing fo much money, by ending Mr. Hide's and
Sir Lionel's embafly, now the peace was fo near con-

cluded, and continuing mine only for the decency of

the mediation till the ailembly mould break up. And
the prince faid upon it, that he hoped, however, the

king might make fome good ufe of it ; and fince the

peace of the north would certainly be made, now the

emperor's was fo, he thought it would be very much
better, that his rnajefly fhould make it than France^-

efpecially that between Brandenburgh and Sweden y

and thereby endeavoured to draw fome dependence of

thofe two princes upon hi mfelf after the peace, which,
he doubted, would otherwife fall on f-rance: he faid

befides, that he would think of this matter within two
or three days, and tell me, if not write into England,
what fbould occur to him upon it, before I went ta

Nimeguen: and, that the fooner the peace of the

north was now made, the better $ that France-might

thereby
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thereby have no longer a pretext of keeping the feven

towns in Cologn, Juliers, and Liege , whereby they
are potted fo, as to awe this country and Flanders,

and to be ready for any new defign upon them.

In this conference, and one before, his highnefs de-

fired me to write to your lordfhip, and put you in

mind of his money; concerning which you had ex-

preflcd fo great concernment in your laft to me. His

highnefs faid, he did not doubt but this fum might be

eafily advanced upon that act which provided for it, in

cafe the whole fecurity were not engaged fome other

ways, which he hoped your lord(hip has had the

kindnefs and juftice to prevent.
In the midft of your lordfhip's great affairs, I know

very well, I ought to give you as few and as fhort

troubles as I can
-,
and therefore mail not lengthen this

beyond the affurances of my being ever, my lord,

your, &c.

To the_ Earl of Sunderland.

My Lord, Hague, Feb. 28, N. S. 1678-9,
C\& Saturday lafl I received the honour of one from
^^

your lordfhip of the nth, and this morning
another of the I4th ; both of them bringing me his

majefty's command for my immediate return-, and
the laft, a letter of revocation to the States General. I

have this afternoon communicated both to the prince,
who finding me prefTed to make fo much diligence in

my journey, has made it formally his defire to me*
that I will go away, without taking notice here ofmy
abfolute revocation, or thereupon, any formal leave

of the States, which, he fays, may be done as foon as

I am there, if his majeily pleafes ; and about the time

my lord ambafTador Jenkins (hall arirve here. His

highnefs takes this to be a point fo important to his

inajefty's fervice, and to his own intereits- here at this

time,
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time, which, he fays, are the fame with his majcfty's^
that he is fare (as he is pleafed to fay) the king wilt

give him leave to govern Inch a cifcumftance as this

is j

1

and therefore fays, he will take it upon himfelf y

and His majefty will know the reafonswhen I have die

honour to attend him. I confefs, I could fee no pre-

judice in this to his majefty, nor to any, unlefs my-
felf (on the account of the ufiial prefents upon a re-

vocation) : I therefore conferred to it-, and (hall there-

upon be ready, I hope, to embark to-morrow, or next

day, if wind and weather fuffer me. Though the

prince had not defired this way of parting, I have an-

other reafon would, of necefiity, have engaged me toi

it; which is, my being fo much indebted here, by
not. having received my money fmce my coming over

in July laft, that it would have been impoflible for me
to have carried my goods and family away from hence^
without attending the necefTary difpatches from the

exchequer ; which, I doubt, by the flyle of both

your lordihip's letters, prefilng me to fo much hafte

in my journey, would not have pafled with his ma-

jefty for a good excufe of my not coming away.
The common occurences will be tranfmitted to

your lordftiip by Mr. Meredith, as has been ufual:

io that after having very heartily given your lord-

fhip joy upon your entrance into an employment of fo

great weight and confequence to his majefty's fervice,
with my true v/ifhes of all the fatisfaction that can be
from it, both to his majefty and yourfelf, I fhall end
with the profeiTions of my being ever, &c.

The private Letter of thefame Date to ibe Earl

ofS- d.

IM
u s T leave it to time to tell you, whether

yo'tir let-

ter as fecretary of ftate, and acquainting me with

his majefty's having lent for me over to enter upon the

fame



to the King) the Prince of Orange> &c. 465
fame poft, were as welcome to me, as, I am fure, it

was furprizing, after my preparations and thoughts
had been turned for a week together to Nimeguen.
But I cannot forbear alluring you in the mean time,
that nothing could be welcomer, than a fhort one I re-

ceived with it from my lord Sunderland ; by which I

found he was pleafed with the new employment, and
not uhfatisfied with the profpect of our affairs. I take

your lordmip to be fo good and uiiiverfal a judge, that

I cannot eafily believe you iliould be deceived in what
concerns either the publick or yourfelf \ and therefore

cannot chufe but raife from it good prefages to both :

btherwife, I confefs, I fee nothing to change my opi-
nion of publick affairs, or my refolutions as to my
Own part in them ; though, I find, my friends have

fo different thoughts of both. I wiili I may find any
thing to undeceive me when I come over. In the

mean time, I mould be infinitely glad to contribute

more than my wifhes towards the ends you feem to pro-

pofe yourfelves , and if I could think myfelf capable
of doing it, neither the king, nor your lordfhip,
would find a truer fervant : in the mean time, I will

only fay, that among all you have, there is none can

take more part in all that concerns your lordfhip,
nor that can be more unfeignedly than I am, my
Lord, your, &c.

To my Lord Treafurer.

My Lord, Hague, Feb. 28, N. S. 1678-9.

T Received laft Saturday the honour of one from your
lordfhip of the nth; which, I confefs, furprized

tne more than any I ever had from you , coming not

only after my orders and preparations for Nimeguen,
but after my wife had told me from your lordfhip,
how all that affair had pafled ; and after I had written

to her, how infinitely fenfible I was of the obligations
VOL. IV. Hh I had
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I had to your lordfhip in the whole courfe.of it, and

how perfectly I was fatisfied as to myfelf with the ply
it had taken. Time alone muft tell, if either his ma-

jeily or I have reafon to be fatisfied with the change he

has fince made in that meafure, which will depend up-
on the fuccefs of it, and of my being of the ufe de-

figned in fo great a poll, towards thofe publick ends,

that, I am confident, your lordfhip aims at in it, and

which none can anfwer for. I wim to God I could de-

ferve half the honour his majefty does me by his good
opinion ; for I never can the kindnefs ofyour intention

(whatever may happen) though no man can be more
ienfible than I am of it. For the reft, I fhall not

trouble your lordfhip farther with any difcourfes
up-

on that fubjecl, being like to have the honour of wait-

ing on you fo foon
; for I hope, God willing, to go

aboard the yacht to-morrow or Wednefday, if wind
and weather fuffer me , and, with your lordfhip's

good leave, fhall make my firft ftep into the Cockpit,
where you will then find, I am fure, a moil humble
fcrvant.

INDEX,
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5T&? nurnfars expreffed ly letters, refer to tht volume 5

tkofe 'by figures, to the page.

ACHILLES, bishiftory, iii. 310.

fjyi Admiralty, -council of in Holland, fome account of3 i.

1.31, 132. admiral and vice-admiral, their office, 132.

Adrian, remarks on the verfes afcribed to him, iii. 413.

Egypt. See Egyptians.

Mneas, his hiftory, iii. 310. was the founder of the Ro-
man empire, ibid.

JEfculapius, the great fimplicity of his practice of pbyfick,
iii. 283. is rewarded with great honours, ibid.

JEfop's Fables, one of the oldeft books extant, iii. 463. and

the beft of its kind, ibid.

JEthiopians, their origin, iii. 440. their learning, whence, ib.

Mtius, Roman cOnful, in what terms applied to by the an-

cient Britains, iii. 87.

Agricola, Julius, firft difcovers Britain to be an ifland, iii. 84.
Extends the bounds of the Roman province, ibid, introduces

the Roman laws, cuftoms, &c. into Britain, ibid, builds and

fortifies a wall, 85.

AirCy taken by monfieur de Schomberg, ii. 360.
Aix la Chapelle, account of the negcciation of the peace

there, i. 384. the peace there, when and upon what occafion

made, ii. 547.
Albans, my lord, letter from Sir William Temple to him on

the preparations of the -French to invade Flanders, i. 287. de-

iiring a pafTport for lady Temple, 288.

Albemark, duke of, a letter from Sir William Temple to

him, (plk-iting a fupply of money for the bUbop of Munfter,
i. 248.

Albert, arch -duke and cardinal, made governor of the Ne-

therlands, i. 103. the political views in appointing him, 104.
enters France, and takes Amiens, 105. is wounded and nar-

rowly efcapes being made prifoner at the battle of Newport,
ibid, endeavours to bring about a peace, 106. by a well*timed

policy he obtains his own terms, 113, 115.
H h a
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Albion, wiience named, iii. 70.

Alchemy, a character of, iii. 489.
Alcinous, his fine garden as defcribed by Homer, iii. 209,

210.

Aleboof, whence named, iii. 295, See Groundivy.

Alexander, was the founder of the Grecian empire, iii^ii.

why not efleemed a hero, ibid, his character, 312.

Alfred, builds {hips for the defence of his coaft, iii. 99.

Alliance, copies of the triple alliance between Great Britain

and the States General, in Latin and Englifb, i. 362 376.

feparate articles, 376 384.
Almanazar, one of the inoft renowned Arabian princes, iii.

373. his extraordinary character, 374.

Alphonfus the Wife, king of Arragon, a remarkable faying
of his, iii. 470.
A vfi, duke of, appointed governor of the Netherlands, i. 83.

h';s arbitrary and tyrannical proceedings, 84. his infulting be-

haviour at Bruffels, 85. his dreadful cruelties occaiion the re-

volt of the Low Countries, 89. he is recalled 90.
Amenta, a principal deity of the Peruvians, iii. 346.

-..izons, fome account of them, iii, 387.
'

Ambafjadcrs,. the punctilios and ceremonials of them uioft

minded by fuch as are fit for little elfe, i. 367.
Anibithn, the purfuits of, 'enolcfs and extiavagant, iii. 197.

ibrofius, his obfcure reign over the Bri tains, iii. 90.
America, the firft difcovery of it, by whom and when, iii.

3^5. fabulous accounts of it, 335, 336. ftate of, when firfl

dii covered, ibid.

Ar.i^crdam, the authority of that city, wherein it confifts,

i. 1 1 6. juftice, how adminiftered there, ibid, monies, how le-

vieJ, ibid, fenators, howchofen in former times, ibid, the pre-
fent manner of choofing them, ib. 1 1

7. the office of their bur-

gomafter, what, and how appointed, ibid, their efchevins, 1 18.

treafurers-, 119. fcout,'ibid, peniioher, ibid, bank, ibid, great
riches and credit, ibid, how founded, 119, 120. revenues,
120. deputies, how chofen, 121. iladthoufe, 159.

Anci^ntSy fome of their ftupendous works, iii. 480. See

Learning.
Andr'js, major, a letter to him and Mr. Gary, demanding

the delivery of fome tin, ii. 78.

Animals, forne, why more fociable than others, i. 38.

Anioins, count, ambruTador from Denmark, arrives at Ni-

to treat about the peace, ii. 415. is greatly embar-

rafled
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faffed by a point of ceremony, ii. 415, 416. refolvcs, on that

account, neither to give nor receive vifits, 416. his character,
ibid.

Autiucrp, the decay of its flourishing trade, whence, i. 186.

dpdloniiiSi was but an ape of the ancient phiiofophers, iii.

437-

Apples, when fir ft brought into Italy, iii. 211. various kinds

of fruits that went under that name, ibid, feme account of the

happy apple, 214, 215. what kinds the bell in England, 226.
the moll innocent food and the beft phyfick, 237.

styricotSy from whence brought into Italy, iii. 211. their

ancient name, ibid, which the bcft in England, 225.
Arabians, firft rcftored the ufe- of phyfick in Mahometan

countries, iii. 282. the foundation of the Arabian or Maho-
metan government, 368, 370. its origin and progrefs, 370
37 6 -

Archimedes, hi. furpiizing defence of Syracufe, iii. 455,
481. a bold faying of his,' 481.

Architecture, the ancient art of it much loft, iii. 455. fe-

veral of the greateft monuments of it, 480.

Arlington, my lord, letters from Sir William Temple to

him, urging an immediate remittance of money for the ufe of

the bimop of Munfter, i. 233. with a mefTenger from the

prince of Munfter, 248. defiring his countenancing his wife

in procuring fome money, 274. the beginning of the French

attack on the Netherlands, 291. their inconftancy and irre-

folution cenfured, 292. on the treaty with the Dutch, 299,

300. the progrefs of the French, 300. endeavours to- prevent
the Spanifli minifter going to England, 301. thanking his

lordlhip for a favour, and congratulating the increafe of his fa-

mily, 301, 302. a particular account of his conferences and

fpeedy conchifion of a treaty with Holland, 314. with copies
of the treaty in order to ratification, and defiring them to be

fpeedily returned, 325. the reception of the ratification of the

treaty, 345. propofals for carrying on the war if the French

refufe to agree to terms, 346. on the negociation of a treaty
at Aix la Chapelle, 384. approving of an enquiry into the

ipifearriages of the laft war, 398. a contrail between the mar-

quis de Caftel-Rodrigo and the Dutch, 402. the agreement
of the French to the treaty, with fufpicions of their private

defigns, 406. complaining of a new cypher which he ufed,

410. account of his conferences and negotiations with the

marquis de Caftel-Rodrigo, 411. a copy of a letter to the

H h 3 marquis
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marquis cle Cartel -Rodrigo, defirjng him to order his minifter

to fign the project of the treaty at Aix, i. 429, 433. the diffi-

culties thrown in the way of figning the treaty by the mar-

quis's rninifter, and the conclufion of it, 441. offers to fend

an account of the expence of his journey to Aix, 446. the

difficulties in executing the treaty, how obviated, 449. a

fcherne for executing it propofed, 451. a long converfatioa

with Mr- De Witt, &c. concerning the Guinea company and

the marine treaty, ii. 2. concerning certificates for mips, and

feveral other articles of a marine treaty, 20. arrival of the

baron d'Ifola at the Hague; his defigns there, with Sir Wil-

liam's advice to him as to his conduct, 36. obfhicles to the

fuccefs of the marine treaty ; fufpicions of unfair dealing in

the Eaft India merchants ;
the fources of this, 44. the dif-

ficulties in procuring the Spanifh payments ; defirmg advice

as to the punctilios of ceremonies in company, 49. complaints
of the Swedifh miniiler againit the deficiency of Spain, 62.

propoi~.il of the Dutch minifter to obviate them, 65. the fub-

fhince of feveral conferences with foreign.mi nifters concerning
the payment of the fubfidy, 69. vindicates himfelf from fomc
ill ddigns n^ainft him, 87. the Spanifn conduct greatly bla-

med, 88. the defigns of tjie Dutch armaments, 89. divifions

among the Dutch miniflers, whence, 90. attempts againll the

French commodities, 91, 92. caution about railing money
for the publick fervice, 02. the low credit of the Spaniards ;

France ifubmits the decifion of differences to Britain and

Sweden, leaving out the Dutch, 99. reafoning with the baron

d'lfola upon it, 100. hints concerning the Swedifh payments,
ibid, a funnlfe of unfair dealing at the Hague, confuted, 107.
the Jellgn of iVlcnfieur Van Beuninghen's errand into Eng-
land, 108. the prohibition of French commodities infifted on,

109. recommendation of Monfjeur Van Beuninghen to his

favour, no. recommendation of Monfieur Van Beuninghen
to him, with fome h'ntsof his character, 116. as alfo Madam
Honeywood, ibid, complaints of the lofs of the Englifh ho-

pour a: fea, 117. account of the prince of Orange's intro-

duction to the council of flate, ibid, the prince of Orange's
intended journey to England, 118. deiires to know my lord's

opinion and advice about ic, 119. violent humours appear

sgaiuil Mr. DC Witt, ibid, the intereil of England to fraud

neuter in their qffptites, up. the fufpicion of madame of

France's being poifoned, groundlefs, 129. the foundation of

baron dlfola's hopes of fuccefs to his propofals in England,
ibid.
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. the count de Monterey declared interim governor of the

Spanifh Netherlands, ii. 130. he is oppofed by the count Mar-

fyn^' 131. ailcs his majefty's permiflion to make a journey
to BrufTels, ibid, congratulating his return to town ; the

States greatly alarmed at the French, who had fuddenly feized

on Lorrain, 157, federal ill confequences of this, 160. the

dependence of the States on his majefry's refolutions, ibid, in-

forming him of the progrefs of the treaty of peace, iv. 34, 35.
of the good opinion the prince of Orange had of Sir William,

35. hisembafTy to Holland very expenfive, 36. his endeavours

to promote a good underftanding between the king and prince,
ibid, recommends his fon to lord Arlington's confidence, 37.

approves of the king's proceedings with refpect to the )utch

and prince of Orange, 78, 79. a furprizing run upon the bank
of Amfterdam and cantores of Holland, 79. cenfure of the

prince of Orange's conduct with refpecl to the States, ibid, his

endeavours to get Nimeguen made the place of treaty, 80.

conjecture concerning the next campaign, ibid, regrets lord

Arlington's ill ftate of health, 147. complains of Mr. Van

Beunmghen's neglect of the packet boats, 147, 148. is fenfibie

of lord Arlington's miftrufiing him, 148. congratulates his

lordfhip's beginning to recover from anindifpofition, 170. the

affair of the packet boats (till undetermined, ibid. afTerts his

ingenuity and plainnefs in dealing with his majefly, 171.
Arminians and Caivinifls, in Holland, their political cha-

racters, i. 112.

Annorica, that name, whence derived, iii. 71.

Arthur, king, accounts of him moftly fabulous, iii. 90.

Afoley, lord, one of the members of the cabal, his reward

for it, ii. 251.
Atticus, his amiable character, iii. 205. his refolute and

fingular death, 261.

Avarice is an enemy to the advancement of learning, iii. 467.

Aiijlin, the monk, arrives in England, with fome compa-
nions, to fettle chriftianity there, iii. 96. their fuccefs, ibid.

their fucceflbrs perfecute the chriftians in Wales, ibid.

Authority, whence it arifes, i. 35. its chief fource the opi-
nion of the divine favour or defignation, 36. is fupported by
piety and fplendor, ibid, and much flrengthened by cuftom,

37. power a natural confequence of it, ibid, paternal autho-

rity defcribed, 39, 40. the original of governments in the

world, 41. the authority of the ancients, in matters of opi-

jiion, not to be acknowledged, 42.
H h 4 Bacchus,
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Bacchus, his hiftory obfcure, iii. 308.
Back-well, alderman, letter from Sir William Temple to

him, ordering an immediate payment of money to the biihojs

of Munfter's agent, i. 232.

Balbaces, marquis, ambaflador from Spain, arrives at Ni-

meguen to confult about the treaty of peace, ii. 405. is diftin-

guidied by his magnificent equipage, 416.

Banians, Indian, whence they derived their cuftoms an4

opinions, iii. 439.
Bank, at Amfrerdam, its vaft riches, i. 1 19. value of it un-

certain, ibid, its credit, whence, ibid, extreme ufefulnefs, 120.

Baron, the meaning and origin of that word, iii. 363, 364.
difference between the EngliQi and Spani(h barons, 364. con-

jecture concerning its derivation, 365.

Batavia, that name, whence derived, iii. 71.

Batchclors, a tax on them propofed, iii. 60. the advantages
of it, ibid.

Bathing, the great nfe of it as a medicine, iii. 287.

Bavaria, elector of, his importance in the empire, ii. 210.

Belief, not in a man's power, i. 172.

fie/us, the founder of the Aflyrlan kingdom, iii. 308.
Bentick, Monfieur, fervant to the prince ofOrange, his extra-

ordinary care and attendance upon him, while in the fmall pox,
ii. 303. is feized with the fame diftemper, and in great extre-

mity, on the prince's recovery, ibid, is fent to defire the king's

jpermilfioq
for the prince to come over to England, 407.

Berkley, my lord, letters from Sir William Temple to him,

congratulating his being made lord lieu tenant of Ireland, i. 1 14.

"recommending to himthe'encouragement of induftry, particu-

larly in the fifhing and linen trade, 115. a humourous cort-

gratulation to him on the birth of a fon, 127. he informs him
of the death of madams of France, 128. and of the accefTion

of the count de Monterey, to the government of the Spanifh
Netherlands in place of the ccnffoble of CaiVile, who had re-

figned, ibid, is appointed one of the plenipotentiaries for the

treaty of Nimeguen, 325. returns to England, and dies, 405.

Beverningy Morifieiir Van, his great capacity as an ambaf-

fhdor, ii. 365. vigoroufly promotes the peace at Nimeguen,
388, 403, 400. is jealous of the artifice of the French, 402.

goes to the French court to folicit a ceflation of arms, and a

treaty of peace, 437. is bent upon a fuddenend of the war,
ii. 449.
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ii. 449. is blamed by fcveral of the deputies of the States 04

many accounts, 464. and threatened with a profecution, ibid.

Blaithivait, Mr. letter from him to Sir William Temple,

informing him, that the Dutch had conceived an ill opinion of

England's intentions, ii. 202. excufes the Dutch from any
blame in the affair of the Englifh (hip that was feized, 203.,

they reject a defenfive alliance offered by Spain, 204.

Boat, of a fingular contrivance, fome account of, ii. 343.
Boileau, Monfieur, his fatire on his countrymen, who pre-

ferred the modern to the ancient learning, iii. 473, 474.

Books, proofs of their antiquity, Hi. 432, 433. and great

numbers, ibid, their ufe to promote learning, 433. compared
to guides and a hand with an infcription, 435. the ancient

books confined to a fhort period of time, ibid, the old eft books

areftill the beft of their kind, ibid, which the oldeft books
we have in profe, 463.

Boors, or clowns, in Holland, their character, i. 153.

Borough hw, fome account of it, iii. 133. f he great wifdom
and prudence of it, 133, 134. as eftabliihed by William the

Conqueror, 134.
Bouchain, taken by the French, ii. 358.

Brachmans, (aid to be very long livers, iii. 271. their food
and manner of life, ibid, were kept chafte from any other

mixture, 437. their particular care of the birth and nurture of
their children, 438. their learning and inftitutions, ibid, opi-
nions in natural and moral philofophy, ibid, great temperance,
ibid, their wonderful magical operations, 439. their notions

of ficknefs and death, ibid, were in high efleem by the reft of
the world, ibid.

Erandenburgh, elector of, his importance in the empire,
ii. 209.

the young prince of, his fudden death and great

character, ii. 283. great friend (hip with the prince of Orange,
ibid, concludes a treaty with the king of Denmark's minifters,

304. defends his country againft the inroads of the Swedes,

305. why he had not an interview with Sir William Temple,
ibid, drives the Swedes out of his country, and purfues them
into their own, 313. has an interview, and concerts meafures

with the king of Denmark againft the Swedes, ibid, his fuc-

cefs againft them, 360 violently oppofes the peace, 362.
Brazilians, their manner of living, when fhft diicovered,

iii. 271. the tendency of this to prolong their lives, 27 , 272.
the remarkable healthinefs of Brazil, 273.

Breda,
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Breda, the treaty of, when and upon what occafion made,

iii. $47.
Brederode, at the head of a party of gentlemen, makes a

bold rembnftranee to the governefs of the Low Countries

againft perfecution for religion, i. 80. the effects of this,

80, 81.

BriJgman, Sir Orlando, lord keeper, letters from Sir Wil-

liam Temple to him. Several particulars of the conferences

2nd proceedings relative to the treaty, 1.326. compliments ot

civility for favours received, and foliating hisintereft in fomc
of his concerns, 351. a copy of the preamble and conclufion

of the treaty, 354. fever al propofals of an accommodation
between France and Spain, 413. foliating his intereft to pro-
cure and remit to him the neceflary fupplies of money for fup-

porting his character, 423. of fome ceremonies to be obfcrved

as an ambafTador, ii. 14. his opinion of the Spaniards, with

fome propofals as to the conduct of Britain to Spain, ibid.

the advantages of a quadruple alliance to fupprefs the exor-

bitant po^ver of France ;
the beft way to effect it, with

anfwers to the objections againft it, 28 33. a difcovery of

fome private intrigues of the French and Spaniards, in a con-

verfation with M. de Witt, 39. regretting his lordfhip's ab-

fence from the council ;
a hinc at the ill fuccefs of his

late attempt againft Joice, 149. the States much concerned

at Sir William's being recalled to England ; 'Mr. de Witt ex-

poftulates with him on the occaiion ; the firm attachment

of the States t'o the king, in opposition to the growing great-
tlefs of France, 161. the Dutch and French difpofed to a

peace, iv. 38. Spain inclined, but ill prepared for a war, ibid.

the Emperor, Sweden, and Norway watch for advantages,
ibid, the prince of Orange's fhare of honour and danger at

"the battle of SenefFe, ibid, fends him a copy of his fpeech to

The States at his public audience, ibid, recommending Mr.
'Curtis to his favour in recovering a premium for a publick fer-

vice done to Newcaftle, 49, 50. letters from Sir Orlando

Bridgman to Sir William Temple, excufing Sir William's be-

ing fent in hafte to the Hague, and promifing to forward his

remittances, i. 523 approves of the affair of the Swedifh

fiibfidies being fo near fettled, ii. 189, excufing the fixing a

day for tranfporting forces to Flanders, ibid, the French king
fubmits the differences, touching Conde, &V. to the dettrmi-

oation of England and Sweden, 190.
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Briel, the firft town in the Netherlands that revolted from

the Spaniards, i. 86, 88.

Britain, and Ireland, wherein the ftrength of them confifts;

ii. 206. compared to that of France, ibid, the danger of a

union of France and Holland to Britain, 207. the intereft of

Britain compared with that of the other ftates of Europe, ibid.

its intereft confidered in three different views, 227, 228. whe-

ther able to maintain a war, in conjunction with France, againfl

Spain and Holland, 229. things nece(fary to be confidered

previous to engaging in a war, 230, Britain's greateft lofs to

trade by a war with Spain, 230, 23 1. what necedary to juf-

tify a war with Spain, 233, 234. its extent and ancient name,
Hi. 70. when called Britain, ibid, the moft probable origin of

that name, 71. the Britains little known before the entrance

of the Romans, 72. their ftate and manners before that time,

ibid, chief commodities, 73. language, cuftoms, and reli-

gion, the fame with thofe of the Gauls, ibid, as was their go-
vernment, ibid, women fometimes admitted to their principa-

lities and general commands, 74. their forces, arms, and great

character, ibid, were governed by the Druids in their religion
and laws, ibid, a peculiar cuitom of their wives, 75. the firft

invafion of it by the Romans, 76. are forced to fubmit to fo-

reign conquefts by the divisions at home, 77. a fecond in-

vafion, 83. are vanquished, after a long and brave defence,

3, 84. become a Roman province, ibid, make a general in-

furrection under Voadicea, 84. are again defeated, and lofe

their liberties and hopes, ibid, when, and by whom, firft dif-

covered to be an ifland, ibid, walls built in it by the Romans,

85. call in the Saxons to affift them againft the Scots and Picts,

88. allow them to fettle, and are afterwards invaded by them,

9. Chriftianity, when and by whom brought into Britain,

ibid, the fouth part of it conquered by the Saxons, 91, co-

lonies of the Britons fettle in the north-weft parts of France,

,02. others are driven into Wales and Cornwall, ibid, the reft

are reduced to a ftate of fervitude by the Saxons, 93. See Eng-
land, Scotland. The Britons longer-lived than any other na-

tion in Europe, 275 278. feveral inftances of this, ibid, li-

berty may have an influence upon this, 279. the high and bar-

ren places more healthy than the low and fertile, ibid.

Broom, recommended as a fpecific remedy in medicine, iii.

296.

Buchanan, has carried the Latin tongue to the greateft height
of any. of the moderns, iii, 4^3,

Busk-
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BukingJmm, duke of, letters -rom Sir William Temple to

him, compliments with profeffions of the greatdr. regard, ii.

24. congratulation oi- his g; ace's arrival at Paris. 150. ex-

pectations from the fuccefs o his negociations, ibid, throws

the odium of the war upon my lord Arlington, 247. his re-

ward as a member of the cabal, 2 q i.

Burgomaftcrs, of Amflerdam, by whom appointed, i. 117.
the nature of their office, ibid great truft, ibid, ialary, 1 18.

Burning, ufed, in many cafes, as a remedy, iii. 248,289.

Burroughs^ the rights of, from whence, iii. 367.

j why preferable to fportsor pleafures, iii. 195, 196.

C.

Cabal, the origin of that word, ii. 251. rewards beftowed

on the members of it, ibid.

Gtffar, Julius, the firft general that entered Britain with fo-

reign arms, iii. 76. rather incrsafed the glory, than the domi-

nions, of Rome, ibid, gives the beft account of this enter-

prize and ifland then known, 77. his great and extraordinary

character, 204, 312. his greateft blemifh, how excufed, ibid.

205. the remarkable power of Cicero's eloquence on him,

399-

Calami^ an Indian brachman, accompanies Alexander, iii.

439. (hews a remarkable contempt of death, by publickly

burning himfclf, ibid.

Caledonia, that name, whence derived, iii. 71. what part
of Britain fp called by the Romans, 85.

Cahinifm, the eftabliflied principle in Holland, i. 179. the

great enmity of the Calyinifts againil the Armenians, 180.

Cambalu, the ancient name of Peking in China, iii. 318.
Cambray, blocked up by the French, ii. 397. is taken by

them, ibid.

Camp-fight, an ancient Saxon method of, trial, abolifhed

by William the Conqueror, iii. 167.

Canon, prefident, arrives at Nimeguen as envoy from the

duke of ^orrain, ii. 204. delivers his mailer's pretcnfions to

the mediators, ibid. See Lorrain.

Canterbury, the primacy of that fee, when eftablifhed, iii.

i8 7 .

Canute, his fuccefs againft Edmund, iii. 100. is acknow-

ledged king of England, ibid, his fierce and cruel character,

ibid.

Captains, of men of war, in Holland, their power, i. 133.
Carat-*
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'CaraElacus t
heads the Britons againft the Romans, iii. 83*

after a long and brave defence is vanquished, and carried pri-

foner to Rome, 83, 84.

Carleon, the ancient feat of the Welih bifhops, iii. 96. a

great number of the Britifh monks flaughtered there by the

Saxon chriftians, ibid.

Carlingford, my lord, letter of Sir William Temple to him ;

an account of the bad fituation of thebifhop of Munfter, and

the Englifh declaration of war againft France, i. 249.

Cartes, looked on his new fcheme of philofophy as a ro-

mance, iii. 472.

Gary, dame Augujlma^ letter from Sir William Temple to

her, apologizing for not being able to do her a piece of fer-

vice, with a condolance on the death of her brother, i. 246.

Cary, Mr. letter from Sir William Temple to him, order-

ing the delivery of fome tin, ii. 78,

Cafaubond, his treatife onenthufiafm commended, iii. 397.

Cajjilevanus, the chief that commanded the Britons againft
the Romans, iii. 77. is forced to fubmit to them, by the di-

vifion and defertion of his troops, ibid.

Caftel Rodrigo, the marquis of, letters from Sir William

Temple to him, entreating the fpeedy remittance of money for

the biftiop of Munfter, with fome account of his proceedings,

1.242. deiiring him to order his minifter to fign the project of

the treaty at Aix, 430, 433. an apology for his earnellnefs in

promoting the figning of the treaty, 447. defining his affift-

ance in recovering a debt due from the crown of Spain to a

mefleoger from the prince of Orange, ii. 103.

Caftile^ the conftable of, letters from Sir William Temple to

him, congratulating his being appointed governor of Flanders.

The neceffity of an abfolute power to treat with the allies,

ii. 25. foliciting the payment of the Spanilh fubfidy to the

Spanifh minifter, 67. on the fame fubject, with the ill con-

fequences of a longer delay, 74. concert of the particular
forces drawn up by the three confederates, and prefling the

figning the project, 93. letter from the conftable of Caflile to

Sir William, informing him that the king of Great Britain,
his mailer, was to order him to conclude the treaty, which
he depends on his fpeedy compliance with, ii. 193.

Cataya, the ancient name of China, whence, iii. 317. See

China.

Cavendtjh, my lord, letter from Sir William Temple to him,

congratulating his efcape from a violent attempt againft him at

Pans, ii. 43. Cham-
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Chamber>

of accounts, in Holland, defcribed, i. 124. ac-

count of its feveral officers, 131.

Chamberlain, my lord, letters from Sir William Temple to

him, compliments, acknowledging the honour done him by
the king in making him a confident in the prince of Orange's

affairs, iv. 46, 47. has obferved punctually all his lordfhip's

directions as to the prince ;
hints as to proper methods to be

taken with him, 47. difpofitions of Spain and the Emperor
as to the peace, 47, 48. an engagement near Strafburg ; vic-

tory uncertain 49. an account of his reception by the prince
of Orange, 61. the prince's difpofitions to continue the war,
and notions of the different parties, 62. his drong attach-

ment to prededination, ibid, feveral circumdances tending to

a peace, 62, 63. advice concerning the king's conduct in it,

63. the prince defires to know the king's fcheme for a peace,

8 1 . promifes to fend him the fcheme of the States of it, 8 1
, 82 .

the Swedes oppofe it, 82. the Dutch determined to make no

conceflions as to India, ibid, the prince endeavours to con*-

tinue the war, and bring the French to a battle, 105. the

terms and confequences of the taking of Treves, 106. Sir

William's difpofition and refolutions, 107.

Chancery, court, in diluted by William the Conqueror, iii.

135. the ufe anddefign of it, ibid.

Charleroy, a fruitless attempt, by the prince of Orange, to

furprize it, ii. 416.

Chajimsr, the bed fituation in the call for the production
of fruits, iii. 209.

Cbemiftry, how far ufeful to mankind, iii. 489. in what
fenfe fome parts of it may be called a liberal fcience, ibid.

Cherries, by whom, and from whence, firft brought into

Italy, Britain, &c. iii. 2 1 1 . are proper to be eaten before

meals, 237. are the moft innocent food, and the bed phy-
fick, ibid.

Chefs, game of, whence derived, iii. 443.
Chinefe, their ancient government the wifeft and bed that

ever was, iii. 41. their notions of gardens, buildings, &c.

quite different from ours, 228. their phyficians admirable in

knowing the pulfe, 289. they never let blood, 291. hov/

bounded, 316. their high opinion of their fuperiof wifdom,

317. why fo long unknown, and by whom fird difcovered,
ibid fome of their revolutions, 317, 318. are conquered by
the Tartars, 318. extent, i&W. great populoufnefs and riches,

xvhence, 3 19. their numerous kingdoms, cities, and villages,

iii. 319,
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111.319. many improvements, and vaft trade, ibid, their fa-

mous wall, 320, imperial city, ibid, extenfive and magni-
ficent palace, 320, 321. learning, ibid, learned perfons only

employed in the government, ibid, different from that of Eu-

rope, 321 325. phyfick, 325. what learning neceflary, and
how acquired among them,z'Z>zW. their manner of writing, 326.

degrees of promotion of their learned men, 327. magifhacy
and government, 327 330. publick regifters and poetry, 330.

policy, ibid. diftincYions of different forts of people, 331. of-

fices, how beftowed and executed, ibid, rewards and punifti-

ments, ibid, encouragers of agriculture, ibid, regard to vir-

tue and learning, 332. conftitution the moft excellent, 333.
by what means fubdued by the Tartars, ibid, are governed

chiefly by the learned Chinefe, tho' under a Tartar prince,

334. refpect paid, to their conftitution, ibid, their religion,

334, 335. manner of preferring the memorable events of each

reign, ibid, their records the oldeft extant, 441. the favage
ambition of one of their kings, ibid, the opinions of their an-

cient and modern feels, 441, 442. wherein their knowlege
different from that of the Greeks, 442.

Chriflianity, when, and by whom, firft eftabliflied in Bri-

tain, iii. 89. by whom chiefly encouraged there, ibid, was
abolifhed by the Saxons, 95. when and how reflored, 96, at

its firil appearance made no pretences to learning, 494. its

main fcope, ibid, who the firft that ufed learning in its defence,

ibid, the learning of the primitive chriflians, wherein it con-

fifled, 495. the ufe of polemical learning, ibid.

Cities, why generally ruled by popular governments, i. 32*
the origin of them, 48. their greatnefs and riches, whence,
ibid, free cities, what, ibid, wherein the fovereignty of thofe

of the United Provinces confifts, 1 1 5. why great ones are

more fubject to plagues, iii. 281.

Citrons, whence firft brought into Italy, iii, 211. fome ac-

count of the citron and citron tree, 215.
Clarendon, lord chancellor, Sir William Temple's letters to

him on the treaty of peace with Spain and Portugal, i. 227.
letters from my lord to Sir William ; gives him advice con-

cerning his conduct in treating with the French and Dutch,,

467. congratulating a victory atfea, and recommending Og-
niate to his friendmip, 475.

Claudius, heads the fecond expedition of the Romans into

Britain, iii. 83.
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Clemency, and cruelty, their different caufes and efFect&j

ill. 158.

Clergy, the origin of their power in the ftate, i. 69, 70. that

order never made any part of the ftates of Holland, 1 76. how

provided for in Holland, 179. their attachment to the houfe

of Orange, 1 80. their great authority in England at the in-

vafionof William the Conqueror, iii. 119, 120. their reafons

for peaceably fubmitting to him, ibid, are the chief i nftru-

ments in all revolutions of ftate, 121. became difguiled for

having a number of poor Normans lodged with them, 125,
126. this the caufe of their mifreprefenting him, ibid. 136.
their jurifdiction in civil cafes abolifhed, 166. two general
aiTemblies of them in the time of William the Conqueror,
1 8 6, 187. thefubjectof their debates, ibid.

Cleve, a treaty concluded there between the French, Dutch,
and bifhop of Munfter, i. 268.

Clifford, lord, one of the members of the cabal, and his

reward for it, ii. 251. foretels another war with Holland, 341,
Climates, different, according to their fuuation, iii. 216,

217. which beft for gardens, ibid.

Colbert, Monfieur, one of the French plenipotentiaries at

the treaty of Nimeguen, ii. 343. his particular confidence in

Sir William Temple, 343, 344. Sir William's letters to him
and Monfieur d'Avaux, concerning the paffports for the pleni-

potentiaries to the treaty of Nimeguen, iv. 160, 236.

Cologne, elector of, bis character and importance in the em-

pire, i. 210.

Columbus, fome account of his firfl difcovery of America,
iii. 336.

Comities, Philip dt, his character as a writer, 111.489.

Commonwealths, their origin, i. 49.

Conde, prince of, commands the French in an obflinate en-

gagement with the confederates, ii. 272. his character, and
the character of his troops, 272, 273. is guilty of a falfe ftep,

274. his character of the prince of Orange, 275. his bravery
on that occafion, ibid, his caution in avoiding another en-

gagement, 276. his military character, wherein preferable to

that of marihal Turenne, 283. is declared general during the

next campaign, 304. facceeds marihal Turenne in the com-
mand at Alface, 314.

Conde, the town of, taken by the French in a few days, ii.
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j
a perfon of great learning, and held in gre.il

fteem among the Chinefe, fome account of him, iii. 322.
the fum and defign of his life and writings, 323, 324.

ConqiteftSy enquiry into the caufes and effects of them, iii.

386. their courfe generally from north to fouth, ibid, fome

of the moft noted of them, 387 . have been ufuaJly by the fmalier

over the greater numbers, 387, 388. fearleflhefs of mind ne-

ceflary to conqueft, 389, 390. ingredients neeeflary to com-

pofe a conquering army, ib. 391 the foot more ufeful than

the horfe, ib. 392. fome exceptions accounted for, ibid a

remarkable inftance"of the ftrength of foot, 392, 393. con-

quefts hold but the fecond rank in heroic virtue, 393. who
the greateft conquerors upon record, 445. conqueft (hares the

fame fate as learning, ibid.

Conftantiits, father of Conftantine the Great", was long go-
vernor of the Roman province in Britain, i. 89. a great pro-

moter of chriftianity there, ibid

Converfation, heads ddigned for an eflay on it, iii. 524

S3 1 -

Cook, a remarkable decifion againft one of that trade, iii.

288.

Copac Mango, the fabulous founder of the kingdom of

Peru, his hiftory, iii. 338, 339. his wife policy and inftitu-

tions, 339, 340, 341. the happy effects of them, 341, 342.
his laft charge at his death, 345, 346.

Corfe-w, or Couvre-few, Bell, on what occafion appointed,
iii. 168.

Coventry, my lord, ambafTador, letter from Sir William

Temple to him, informing him of the conclufion of the treaty

with Spain, i. 289. of the pofture of defence of the Low
Countries againft France, 290. letter from him to Sir Wil-

liam, giving notice of the figning the treaties at Breda, with

the Jubilance of them, 481. thanking him for a prefent of a

buck, 483. account of his pleafant Situation at Breda, ibid.

Coventry, Sir William, letters from Sir William Temple to

him
; an acknowledgment of favours received from him, i. 244.

letter from him to Sir William ; account of fome tranfactions

atfea, i.'477. account of the receipt of a bill; fome hints of the

prefent fhte of affairs, 479. his influence in the houfe of com-

mons, ii. 477. is difTatisfied with the miniftry, ibid, letters

from Sir William to Mr. fecretary Coventry ; a converfation

with penfioner Fagel concerning the king's difpofition to pro-
mote the peace, and juclination to favour the Dutch, iv. 29.

VOL. IV. Ii Fagel's



INDEX.
Fagel's account of the fituation of the Dutch, with refpecl to

the war with France > connexions with their allies, and con-

fidence in his jnajefty's good offices to them, iv. 30, 31. his

good reception by the penfioner and prefident of the week,

and the inclination of the Dutch to promote the peace, 32.
the penfioner *s influence and partiality in favour of England,

33. is informed by him of the difpofition of the allies to ac-

cept of his majefty's mediation, 39. conference with him on the

terms of a peace, 39, 40. the Dutch refolved to continue the

campaign, 41. and to guard againfl the defigns of France,

42. complaints of the Englifli merchants in Holland, that

their {hips were taken by French and Spanifh privateers, 43.

fufpicion that France would not yield to terms propofed, 172.
uncertain report of a victory gained by the Dutch over the

French fleer, 173. fufpicions of a feparate peace between the

French and Dutch, 281, 282. what conduct proper for Eng-
land on fuch occafion, 282.

Council, of State, in Holland, how compofed, i. 129, 130.
their chief bufinefs, 130, 131.

CcunfcHorj, commiilioned in Holland, their office, i. 123,
124.

Countries, thinly inhabited, why difpofed to fubmit to arbi-

trary government, i. 33. the fervice pf, often a difguife for

felrlfti views, iii. 197.

Courage, its great advantage over fear in an engagement,
i, 1 1 6. whence and how acquired, 1 66. different in different

countries, 176.

Credit, of a flat
re, once broken, feldom recovers, ii. 232.

in/hnces oif this in England, ibid.

Crequi, marfl)al de, has the command of the French army,
and goes to relieve Triers, U. 314. is defeated by the confer

derates, and efcnpes into it, ibid, after an obftinate refinance

i?, with the other officers, delivered up prisoners by the mu-
tinous garrifqn, 315.

Criticks, a character pf them, iii. 40.0, 491. learning at its

dawn much indebted to them, 491. modern critics feverely

cenfured, 401, 492.

Crofs, monfieur de, fent with a remarkable menage to Sir

William Temple in Holland from the Englifh court, ii. 445.
ifris affair unaccountably brought about, and of great conic-

quence, 446. the king's faying of him, ibid.

Crown Revenues, fome account of them in William the

Conqueror's time, iil 136.
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Cupcrly, an old Turkiih vizier, his remarkable fyrannV and

feverity, iii. 380.

Cyrus, the founder of the Perfian empire, a true character

of heroic virtue, iii. 311* "why not profecuted with divine

honours, ibid.

D.

Dauby, lord, by what means he incurs the envy and hatred

of lord Arlington, ii. 288. is deceived in the account of the

reafon of Arlington's voyage to Holland, 290. the ill effects

of a quarrel between them, 310. a great change in his in-

fluence at court, 477, 478. his ruin begun in the houfe of

commons, 492.

Danegelt, a tax fo called, very difagreeable to the people,

iii 159.

Danes, various accounts of their invafion of Britain in the

time of William the Conqueror, i. 150, 151. reflections OQ
the change of their form of government, ii. 213, 214. their

intereft and connexions with feveral ftates of Europe, 214,
a 1 5. fend an ambaflador to the Hague to enter into an alliance

againft France and Sweden, 302. are at open war with Swe-

den, and take Wifmar from them, 318. their fuccefs againfl

them, 360. violently oppofe the peace, 362. their high

preienfions of precedency at the treaty of Nimeguen, 368.
the Danifti ambafTador infifts that the Latin, and not the

French, tongue, (hall be ufed in the treaty of Nimeguen, 390,

391. his difputes with the Swedes difturb the congrefs of

Nimeguen, 417, 418. are difpleafed at the Dutch for mak-

ing a feparate treaty with the French, 460. their firft inva-

fion of England, iii. 98. make great devaluations and plunder

there, ibid, various encounters and battles between them and

the Englifh, ibid, build many caftles and flrong places, ibid.

their various fuccefs, 98, 99. mingle with the inhabitants,

and fettle in the country, ibid, their whole nation maflacred

in one day, ibid, are difconcerted in another attempt to in-

vade England, 175.

Deeringt Sir Edward, letter from Sir William Temple to

him, aflfuring him of his refolution to ferve the company of

merchant adventurers, iv. 140. an obftacle to it in the confH-

tution of the Dutch government, 141. congratulates his be-

ing appointed a commuTioner of the cuftoms, ibid.

Democritusy his life remarkably preferved for feveral days,
ill. 287. whence he derived his philosophy, 442. was founder
of the Epicurean feel, 479. his great character, ibid.

I i 2 Dtnham,
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Denkam, Sir John, fome account of his madnefs, i. 484.
Denmark. See Danes.

Deputies, from the provinces and towns of Holland, fomc

account of them, i. 121, 123.

Defmondy countefs of, her remarkable old age, iii. 275.

Diguest in Holland, the vaft labour and expence of them,
i 152.

Difcontents, Popular, their feveral fprings, iii. 34 46.
rules to prevent them, 46, 47. the great mifchiefs done by
them in England, 48.

Difeafes, feveral, both of them and remedies, have changed

Vogue, iii. 289, 290. See Health, Phyftcians.

Divinity ,
not juftly termed a human fcience, iii. 492. hq-

man learning has very little to do with true divinity, 492, 493.
doctrines of it taught in the fcriptures, ibid.

Dome/day Book, an account of it, and whence named, iii.

170.

DovglafSj captain, his brave and refolute death, i. 303.
Dramatich Poetry, what its proper fubject, iii. 410. and

true defjgn, ibid, wherein comedy differs from tragedy, 41 \. f

English writers excel the moderns in dramatick works, 424.
Druids, were the authors of the religion and laws of the

ancient Brircns ?.nd Gauls, iii. 74. their learning and doc-

trines of religion, ibid, the fimphcity of their lives, ibid, their

great authority, 75.

Duelling, how introduced, iii. 360. is checked by the French

ting, 361.
Dunkirk, when purchafed by the French, ii. 546.
Duras t lord, fent from the court of England to that of

France with a fcheme of a
peace, ii. 425. returns without a

pofitive anfwer, ibid.

Dutch, profit more in trade by a war than Britain, ii. 231;.

why ready to contribute to fupport it, ibid, war with Eng-
land, feveral caufes afligned for it, 245. employ of the Spanifh
ambaflador at London to conduct a peace with England, 250.
their furprize at the Englifh declaration of war, 255. their

weak and diffracted flate at the breaking out of the war with

England and France,' 255, 256. are invaded by the French,
ibid, by what means relieved, 261. peace with England con-

cluded, ibid: a character of their troops when the prince of

Orange took the command of them, 273. are earneflly de-

firous of a peace at the treaty of Nimeguen, 373. their de-

jftapclf
from the French at the treaty of Niineguen, 303. are

fpi-
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fpirited, by the prince of Orange, to attempt another cam*

paign, ii. 398. are defeated by the French at Mont Caffel,

399, their ambaffadors prefent to the mediators atNimeguen
a project of a treaty of peace with France, 405. are bent on
a peace with France, 433. fend to get the Englifh to concur

with them, ibid, articles at length agreed on between Hol-

land and France, 437, 438. are blamed, by their allies, for

entering into the treaty, 439. refufe to conclude the treaty on

the terms propofed by the French, 440. fend to complain of

it to the court of England, ibid, the French and they agree
on articles which the Englifh mediators refufe to be concerned

in, 448. feveral of the deputies of the States diiTatisfied with

it, 450. excufes made for it, 451. remarkable ftory of the

cleanlinefs of the Dutch, 458, 459. are blamed by the mi -

nifters of Denmark and Brandenburgh for agreeing to the

peace, 460. the States hefitate about ratifying the treaty, 460,

461. are diflatisfied with Mr.VanBeverning, 463,464. per-
form the part of mediators between France and Spain, 467.

forbid, under the greatefr, penalties, any attempts of making
new difcoveries on the fbuth continent, iii. 457, 458.

E.

Eajlern regions, the great refervoir of knowledge and {lory,

iii. 434. feveral branches of learning that have fprung from

thence, 434, 435.
Eaft India trade of Holland, fome account of it, i. 201,

202.

Ecberty the firft Saxon king who creeled England into one

kingdom, iii. 94, 97. is invaded by the Danes and Nor-

mans, 97.

Edgar, king, his great character, iii 99. his great care of

his naval force, ibid, all traders glad to come under his pro-

tecYion, ibid.

Edgar Atbeling y
his claim to the crown of England, iii. 127.

his difpofitions and character, 128, 143. accompanies Wil-
liam the Conqueror in his firfl expedition into Normandy,
ibid, propofes a journey into Hungary, but is driven on the

coaft of Scotland, 144, 145. is well received by the Scots

king and nobles, 145. his fifter married to the king of Scot-

land, ibid, many of the nobles and clergy of England repair
to him, 145, 146. encouraged by thefc and a powerful army
of Scots, he refolves to auempt the crown of England, 146.

conquers as far as York, which he takes by Iform, 147. is.

I i
g. 4if-
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disappointed of fuccours, and defeated in a feccnd engagement,
iii. 148. is forced to retire into Scotland, 149. reafons of his

ill fuccefs, 151, 152- is included in a treaty between the kings
of England and Scotland, 157. returns to England, and is

favourably received, ibid, is fitted out for an expedition to the

holy war, 158. after gaining much honour, he returns, and
lives private in England, ibid.

Edward the Confejjor, his peaceable and eafy acceflion to

the crown of England, iii. 100, 101. his long and profper-
ous reign, 101. miftakes in his policy, ibid, being forced to

leave England, he lives long in Normandy, 109. is reftored

by the power of earl Godwin, ibid, his engagements to him,
ibid, is faid to have renewed the fame to his fon, 1 10. his

death, 'ibid.

Egmont, count, joins in oppofing the violent meafures of

Granvell, i. 78. leaves the councils of the confederate lords,

8 1. is publickly executed at Bruffels, 84.

Egypt. See JEgypt.

Elder, its virtues as a medicine, iii. 296.

Elegy, what the proper fubject of that kind of poetry, iii-

410.
Elizabeth, queen, refufes the dominion of Holland, when

offered her, i. 95, 101. fupplies it largely with men and

money, 101. continues her favour and protection to them"

during her reign, 102. her memory held in veneration by
them, ibid.

Eloquence, its extraordinary power, iii. 399.

EmpedGcles, his hiflory and excellent character, iii. 478.

Emperor, remarks on his conduct, as to the ceremonial of
the treaty of Nimeguen, ii. 367, 368. is diflatisfied with the

terms of peace propofed by France, 368. his demands from
France at that treaty, 393. lofes a fine opportunity of con-

Cjuc'ring the Turks, iii. 383.
Empire, the foreign and domeftic interefts of, v/herein they

cqnfifr, 11.^207. trie fituation and importance of its feverai

members, 207 211. their grand interefts in regard to Eng-
land, 211.

Enchantments, fairies, elves, &c. their origin, iii. 417,
much of them ftiil remaining, 418.

Enchuyfen, a remarkable hofpital there for feamen, i. 160.

England,, the revolution of, in 1660, whence, i. 55, 56.

fuppofed anciently to have been joined to the continent, 146..

its many deep and commodious havens, whence, 147- n-

ftances
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fhmces of the extraordinary valour of the Englifh fleet, i*

209. and of the influence of the Englifh on the affairs of

Chriftendom, 209, 210. the intereft of England, with regard
to the other posvers in Europe, confidered in three different

lights, ii. 227. meafures proper for England in 1673, 229

239. motives to a peace with the Dutch, 246. propofals

made by them, 249. articles of a treaty agreed on> 250. the

difference between the confutations of England and France,

263. the bravery of the Englifh in the French fervice, 283,

314. parliament difpleafed with the propofal of a general

peace, 309. is prorogued on account of great animofities in

it, 309, 3 10. their agitations influence the affairs abroad, 311.
heats in parliament occafion another prorogation, 321. at the

inftance of the Spanifti miniflers the parliament addrefs the

king to put a flop to the progrefs of France, 401. the par*

liament prorogued on a fecond addrefs, 401, 402. propofals

fora peace fen t from England to France, 425. the conclufioa

of it is evaded by the French, 425, 426. jealoufy between

the king and parliament, 426. a treaty propofed with the

Dutch to force the French to a peace, ibid, the parliament

grant money in hopes of a war, 429. account of the court

and country party in it, ibid, raife a confiderable army in a

(hort time, 433. the war is prevented by diflenfions in par-

liament, 434. the Englilh difapprove the terms offered by
France and Holland, 435. the irref:lute and ineon fi (lent beha-

viour of the EngliOi court, 445, 450. are artfully bubbled by
the policy of the French, 450 454. the fluctuating ftate of

the Englifh councils, 454, 455. dcfire the States to continue

the war, 461. this, how received by the prince of Orange,

462. the plot thefpring of this, 463. continue fending forces

to Flanders, and encouraging the war, 464, 465. are bufied

about a fire breaking out at home, 467. the flory of the plot

generally believed, 476. occafions great heats in the nation,

and diffblution of the parliament, ibid, hot difputesina'new

parliament, 492. a fcheme propofed of a new council, 493,
494. which meets with general applaufe, 497. by what
means difliked by the parliament, ibid, ill humour of the

commons on account of religion, 497, 499? 501. the parlia-

ment prorogued on that account, 504. is diflblved again ft

the opinion of the council, 512. an alliance propofed with

Spain and Denmark agaimt France, 529. great heats in par-
liament about the bill of exclufion, 532, the diftra&ed ftate

of her affairs and councils, 532 550, a declaration pn-

I i 4 corning
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cermnganew privy council, i. 553. commiilioners of admi-

ralty appointed, 557. feveral expedients propofed on the bill

of exclufion, 558. addrefs of the houfe of commons in fa-

vour of it, 559. his majefty's anfwer to it, 564. feveral re*

folutions of the houfe, in confequence of this anfwer, 565.
the true caufes of the decay of rents in England, iii. 23. their

great lore to their bellies inftanced in the cafe of their fol-

diers, 56. wherein the true and eflential intereft of England
confiita, 64. cannot be ruined but by itfelf, ibid, its name,
whence derived, 91. fee Britain, when, and by whom, firft

made one kingdom, 94. a change of government, people,

language, cufloms, &c. introduced by the Saxons, 94, 95.
invaded by the Danes, 98. their dominion of the fea, when
and by whom eftablifhed, 99. maffacre all the Danes in one

day, ibid, a frelh invafion of the Danes, 100. the invafion of

William the Conqueror projected, in. and executed, 113.

they are forced tofubmit, after a brave and obftinate refinance,
116. fee IVilliam. an attempt to change the Englifh lan-

guage for the Norman, frustrated, 163, 164. the language in-

troduced to Scotland, 164, 165. they gain the confidence of

William, 1 78 . occafion of a war between England and France,
182. remark on the fatal confequences of this, 183. the ef-

fects of the conquefl of William duke of Normandy, 191

194. lofs of many brave men, 191. of the Saxon race of

kings, ibid, and the plainnefs and iimplicity of the Saxon

times, ibid, preferred their name, language, and forms of

government, 192. gain great power and dignity abroad and
at home, 193. ftrength, and numbers of people, ibid, in-

creafe of naval power, and native right to the dominion of the

narrow feas, ibid, learning, civility, and refinement of lan-

guage and manners, ibid. Englifh climate snd people mifre-

prefented by foreigners, 219. the advantages of the climate

of England, ibid, what king Charles faid of it, 220. what
contributes much to the beauty and elegance of their gardens,
ibid, conquered the French, formerly, always with inferior

numbers, 388. why they excel in humour, 424, 425. their

mconfhncy, whence, 425. and abounding in fpleen, 426. a

greater variety of humours than any where elfe, 426, 427.

good qualities natural, and bad ones accidental, in England,

427. fomeof the bcft modern EngliJh writers, 464.

Epicurus, his notions of happinefs, iii. 202, 203. vindi-

cated from many nnjuft afperfions, 203, 204. why he chofe

o pafs his life in his garden, 206, 207.
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Epigrams, their rank in poetry, iii. 420. fome of the prin-

cipal writers in that way, ibid.

Erafmus, one of the fir ft reftorers of the pure and ancjent

Latin, iii. 452, 453.
Eric, makes a fruitlefs attempt againft William the Con-

queror, iii. 128. is pardoned, and proves of great ufe to the

king, 149.

Efchcvins, at Amfterdam, their office, i. 118. how chofen,
ibid, their fovereigmy, ibid.

Efatage, a tax in William the Conqueror's time, the nature

of it, iii. 137.

Efdras, fuppofed by many to be the compiler of the firft hif-

torical parts of the Old Teftament, iii. 408, 409.

Ejjex, earl of, Sir William Temple's letter to him, inform-

ing him of the fudden death of madame of France, ii. 125.
her remarkable refignation, 126. he joins the duke of Man-
mouth in oppofing the court, 477. is by him and lord Sun-
derland brought into the treafury, 493. approves of the plan
of a new council, 495. and is of the number, ibid, is taken

into confidence by lord Sunderland and Sir William Temple,
499. their intimacy, how broke off, 518, 519. leaves the

treafury, and retires to the country, 520. is again brought
into play, 526. his conduct, with reipecl to the affairs of Ire-

land, ibid, his political fcheme to be made lord lieutenant of

it, ibid, is oppofed by Sir William Temple, &c. 527. is

ftruck out of the council, 540. reafons for this, 543.

Efffx, countefs of, a letter from Sir William Temple to her,

upon her grief occafioned by the lofs of her only daughter,
iii. 502 513. See Grief.

EJiradeSy monfieur, letters from Sir William Temple to

him, with the paflports of the confederates to the French am*
bafTadors proceeding to the congrefs, iv. 238. another with a

paflport for himfelf, and congratulating his being appointed
one of the plenipotentiaries, 239,240.

Ethelred, king, his treacherous mafTacre of all the Danes io

England, iii. 99. how puniflied for this, ibid.

Events, future, their uncertainty, a remarkable inftance of,

H, 444.

Exchequer, court of, inftituted by William the Conqueror,
iii. 135. the defign and ufe of it, ibid.

Excife, in Holland, fome account of it, i. 206.

Exclufon bill, brought iato parliament, ii, 532* by whom
chiefly promoted, ibid* See England.



apt to end well between lovers, but ill be-

tween friends, ii. 291.

F.

Fables, their great antiquhy, in. 41 r.

Fagel, moniieur, made pensioner of Holland, ii. 258. the

good effects of this, 258, 259. his converfation with Sir Wil-

liam Temple about a general peace, 270, 271, 372. makes

great complaints againft the conduct of Spain, 373. infills

on a feparate peace, if a general one cannot be fettled, 374,

375. isfurprized at a meifage from the court of England to

Sir William, 445. fends a memorial
'

to the king on the ill

confequences of his difagreeing with his parliament, 542. this

fufpefted to come from my lord Sunderland, 543 .

Faleonbridge, my lord, Sir William Temple's letter to him

intreating to fee him at the Hague, in his way from Italy ; in-

forms him that the treaty with Spain, concerning the Indies,

was fent to be ratified at London, ii. 151.

Fafcmation, mifchiefs done by the belief of it, iii. 397. a

refutation of it much wanted, ibid.

Feudum, the meaning and origin of that word, iii. 363.

Figs, what forts the befHn England, iii. 225.
Finch, lord chancellor, approves of a plan of a new coun-

cil, ii. 495.

Fiji), a great number of excifes paid for a difh of fifh In

Holland, i. 206.

Flag, the difputes between the Englifh and Dutch about it

EOt clearly determined, ii. 235, the honour of the Englifh

yielded in a treaty by the Dutch, 250.

Flanders, a foreftfor many years before Charlemaign's time,

i. 65. foreikr of Flanders, his office, 66. his title changed
into that of count, and the country creeled into a county,
ibid, its extent, ibid, its intereft, with refpeft to the other

powers of Europe, ii. 226.

Fleets^ how raifed in Holland, i. 132. good policy in the

powers of their officers, 133.

Florence, duke of, letters from Sir William Temple to him,
fends him part of his remarks on Holland, with his reafons and

apology for fending it
; acknowledging the honour the duke

hs done him in approving his work, and promifing a com-

plete copy, when reprinted, iv. 6, 7. aflcs his penniflion to

have it tranflated into Italian, and dedicated to him, 7.
in-

forms him, that the States had refolved to make the office and



/ N D E X.

dignity of the prince of Orange hereditary, and agreed ra a

fufpenfion of arms ; a treaty of peace agreed on, and Sir Wil-

liam propofed to go to Holland to conclude it ; he is prevented

by a meflage from them, fubmitting it to the Spanifh ambaf-

fedor ; the terms agreed on between him and Sir William,
and fent to Holland to be ratified, iv. 12 16.

Fohit, the founder of the Chinefe kingdom, fome account

of him, iii. 321, 322.
Fines, Standing, or Guards, were firft ufed by conquerors

or ufurpers, i. 204.

Foreft Laws, the nature and original of them, iii. 139.

Forefts, why claimed by the crown, iii. 140. the new fo-

reft, when made, 140, 141. fevere foreftlaws appointed, and

rigidly executed, by William the Conqueror, ibid, become the

occafion of new infurrections, 172.

France, the great number of land forces in it, ii. 206. the

power and ambition of France to be checked by the empire,
208. its greatnefs, whence, 222 226. a comparifon be-

tween a paifan of France and a boor of Holland, 224. the

little importance of their common people, 225. the ambitious

views and projects of it, ibid, a Spanifh war a difadvantage to

it, 232. the French accept the king of England's mediation

between them and the Dutch, 254. their rapid progrefs againft
the Dutch on the firfl breaking out of the war, 256. how
checked, ibid, they make great offers to the prince of Orange,

259. enter Germany, and commit great ravages, 281. va-

rious encounters in that expedition, 281, 282. attempt fe-

veral ways to bring about a peace, 295, 296. their views

difappointed, 298. commotions about gabels or imports, in

France, fettled, 304. they intend vigoroufly to attack Flanders

and the Spanifh Netherlands, ibid, object to feveral places

propofed for a treaty of peace, 305, 307. agree to Nimeguen,
but throw other obstructions in the way, 307. take Lim-

bourg after a (hort fiege, 308. the parliament of England
become jealous of their power and policy, 309. they are in

great confirmation at the death of marfhal Turenne, 313.
are commanded by monfieur Lorges, who conducts them JQ

a fafe retreat, ibid, are defeated, under the command of mar*

fhal Crcqui, near Triers, 314. they lofe a great many men
in that action and liege, 315. their paffports for the treaty of

Nimeguen deficient, 326. anfwers to objections made againft

them, 327. replies, by the duke of Lorrain's envoy, 327,

328. the confederates take the part of Lorrain, 328. their

flee:
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fleet gam fome advantage in an engagement with the Dutch,
ii. 330. conference of their ambafiadors with Sir William

Temple at Nimeguen, 343, 344. the treaty retarded by their

difputes with the Dutch, 356, 357. gain feveral advantages

by good cEConomy, and early taking the Held, 358, 359. make
advances towards a peace, 362. their preteniions from the

emperor, elector of Brandenburg, Spain, and the States, at

the treaty of Nimeguen, 393. they block up Cambray and

Valenciennes, 397. make cruel ravages in Germany, 398.

they gain their defigns in this, and take Cambray and Valen-

ciennes, ibid, defeat the Dutch at Mont Cartel, 399. their

progrefsin Flanders, 400. dilband their army, and offer, on

conditions, to made a general truce, 402. this fufpected and
difliked by the confederates, ibid, they propofe a feparate

treaty with Brunfwick, 406. fruftrate the prince of Orange's

attempt upon Charleroy, 417. propofals fent them from Eng-
land of a peace, 425. they artfully evade the conclufion of

it, 426. take feveral towns in Flanders, 430. make a pub-
lick declaration of their terms of peace, iid< begin their im-

perious way of treating, 431. a meiTage from them to Eng-
land, on a peace, dilagreeable, 431, 432. they fhew great

regard to Holland, 438. their difrefpect to the prince of

Orange, 439. throw frefh obftructions to the treaty with

Holland, 440. agree to a peace with the Dutch, 448. their

artful conduct in this, 451. influence of England on France,

452. their wife policy in making peace with Holland, 452,

453. are threatened with a war by England, 461. fend frefti

inflections to their ambaffadors of Nimeguen, with feveral

conceffions, 466. the differences fettled between them and

Spain, 467. ravage the Spanifh. Netherlands, 469. fign a

treaty with the Imperialifts, 473. fettling the peace of the

North at their mercy, 474. their political and afpiring views

and attempts, 544 549. their defigns, how to be checked

by England, 549. their too great power, both by fea and

land, complained of, 567. different accounts of the Britifh.

fettling in the north-weft parts of France, iii. 92. the French

king inftigates Robert, the fon of William the Conqueror, to

fet up for independency in Normandy, 177, 179. the occa-

fion of a frefh war between England and France, 182. a

doubt whether any of the old Gallic remains in France, 462.
fome of their beft modern writers, 464. their language has

-differed much by refinement, ibid, the French academy arc

ad*
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advocates for the modern, in oppofition to the ancient learn*

ing, iii. 472. this refented by fome of their number, 473.
Frezno, marquis of, Spanish ambaffador, employed \vith Sir

William Temple to draw up a treaty of peace between Eng*
land and Holland, iii. 249, 250.

Friburg, taken by the French, ii. 430.
Friftion, the advantages of it as a medicine, iii. 288.

Friers, why not fo long-lived as the old philofophers, iii.

279-
Friezland, fome account of the conftitution of that pro-

vince, i. 141, 142. was the feat of the ancient Saxons, 143.
its fituation, 145. See Saxons.

Fruits, were anciently named after great men, iii. 212. the

notion that thofe of the Eaft excel the Weft, amiftake, 216.

which the beft climates for fruit, ibid, the beft kinds in Eng-
land, 223 226. ought to be fuited to the pofition of the

walls, 226. fhould not be eaten till ripe, 236. the feafon of
fummer fruits the moft healthy, ibid, fruits to be eaten before

meals, 237. which the moft innocent food, and beftphyiick,
ibid.

Fumigation, the ufe of it as a medicine recommended, iii.

287. remarkable inftances of its good effects, ibid.

Furftemburg, William prince of, is chofen fucceflbr to the

elector of Cologne, ii. 548. why greatly in the French in-

terefts, 549.
G.

Galen, altered the practice and methods of phyfick, iii. 284.
Gamarra, Don Eftavande, Spanifh ambaffador at the Hague,

a letter from Sir William Temple to him, thanking him for a

favour, i. 281.

Ganges, river, was thought by the ancients the bound of
the eaftern world, iii. 316.

Gardens, furnifli all the pleafures of the feveral fenfes, iii.

198. are the moft ancient and agreeable pofTeflions, 207. an

employment for which none are too high, nor too low, ibid.

a life in a garden efteemed by God the happieft he could
beftow on man, ibid, how and where firft introduced, 208,

484. fome of the moft famous gardens of antiquity, ib. 209,
210. their progrefs in the Grecian and Roman empires, why
flow, 210. the produce of their gardens of few forts, and
little cultivated, 211. which climates the beft for gardens,
216, 217. oar gardens much different from thofe of Spain,
or the fouth part of France, 217, 2 1 8. gardening much im-

proved,
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proved of late in England, iii. 218. what part of England
beft for gardens, 220. peculiar advantages in England for

gardens, ibid, the foil moA necefTary to be ccnfidered, in

making a garden, 221, 222. the plants ought to be fimed to

the ground, ibid, the proper fize of a garden, 223. four

things necefTary to be provided for a garden, ibid, the fitu-

ation and divifion of a garden, ibid, what the beft figure of a

garden, 227. a defcription of the beft garden in England,

227 229. a curious one at the Cape of Good Hope, 230.4
ftupendous one at Montezuma, 23 1 . the advantages of build-

ing and gardening, 231, 236, 237.
Garlikj its great virtues as a medicine, iii. 295, 296. is

much efteeroed by the Indians, 296.
Gauls

>
their vaft irruptions and conquefts, ii 72. why of

a fudden they turned quiet and peaceable, ibid, foine farther

accounts of them, iii. 351.

Gelderland, fome account of Us constitution, i. 140 the

(bvereignry of it offered to the prince of Orange, 298. he

declines it, ibid, their reafons for this offer, 299, 300.
Gemoots, the ancient name for parliaments, iii. 160.

Geography, great deficiency in the knowledge of it, whence,
iii. 457, 458.

Gtta, their ancient fituation, and many conquefls, iii. 350,

3$ i. their fuccefs r how to be accounted for, 352. the man-
ner of their expeditions, 353, 354. three extraordinary prin-

ciples that promoted their conquefts, 356. their notions of a

future ftate, 357. their contempt of a natural, and high opi-
nion of a violent death, 357 360. notions of juftice, and
feveral of their cuftoms, 360. natural advantages, 361. ci-

vilized by chriftianity, ibid- their learning, ibid, government,

362. conquefts, how regulated, 363.
Ghent, the articles of pacification there, i. 90. are con-

firmed by the Spanifh ainbafladors, but foon broke, 91. is

taken by the French, '1*1.430.

Gjffard, my lady, a letter to her, written in the name of

Gabriel Poflello, in Spanifti, i. 282.

God, the reafbnablenefs and neceflity of fubrniflion to his

will, iii. 503.

Godolpbin, Mr. afterwards Sir William, letters from Sir Wil-

liam Temple to him, congratulating his arrival in Spain, i. 225.
characters of feveral of the Spanifh courtiers, 257. the fhite

of affairs in the Netherlands, and an account of feveral oc-

currences there, 258. the fubftance of the three feveral in*

flrjimcnts
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ilruments of the treaty, i. 339. compliments on renewing a

correfpondence, 422. defiring him to a/lift a ineflenger from

the prince of Orange, in recovering a debt due to him from

the crown of Spain, ii. 102. to promote the payment of the

fubfidy from Spain to Sweden, 123. his high promifes to Sir

William Temple, 442. how he fulfilled them, 474.
Godwin, inflames the Englifh againft the Normans, and Ed-

ward the ConfefTor, who favoured them, iii. 101.

Goodnefs, wherein it confifls, 1.35. the fame with honefty,
ibid.

Gordian, the emperor, a great lover of learning and col-

lector of books, iii. 487.

Gorgas, general, a Scotfman in the bifhop of Munfler's

fervice, his entertainment of Sir William Temple, i. 266.

Goths, were heathens when they firft broke into the Roman

empire, i. 69. many of them embrace chriftianity at once,
ibid, at what time they began their expedition into the north-

weft parts of Europe, iii. 8 1. their progrefs, 81, 82. their

origin and name, whence derived, 350. fume farther accounts

of them, 355, 356. were the moll orderly and virtuous of

all the northern nations, 364. their conftitution and forms of

government, 362 367. See Geta.

Gottenburgi Patri, a letter of compliment from Sir William

Temple to him, i. 275.
Government, an efTay on the original and nature of it,

i. 29. different countries have generally different forms of

it, 30. but two general kinds of government in the world,
ibid, cities anciently governed by commonwealths, and coun-
tries by princes, 31. different climates naturally difpofedfor
different forms of government, 33. it is a reftraint upon li-

berty, 34. the true ground and foundation of all govern-
ment, 34, 37. which the beft form of government 50.
which the fafeft and firmed, 50, 52. caufes of their revo-

lutions, i. 53. the fources of popular difcontents under all go-
vernments, whence, iii. 34 37. none perfect, but all liable

to exceptions, 38, 39. general rules for a good government,
46,47. remarks on the different forms of it in the world,

347-
Gcurvtile, monfieur, letters from Sir William Temple to

him, on the inconfiftent conduct of the French, 1.285. on a

peace with Spain and Portugal, 286. an account of the con-
elufion of the treaty, 342. a profefTion of the greateft regard
and friendmip for him, and introducing his fon to his regard

and
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and confidence, iv. 16, 17. letter from mcnfieurGourville to

Sir William ; compliments on his being employed in the treaty
of peace, i. 487. defires to know his opinion of the peace,

488. compliments on his addrefs in bringing the treaty to fo

fpeedy a conclufion, 489.
Gout, the great increafe and mifchiefs of this difeafe, iii.

240. to whom and why moil: incidental, 240, 241. the cure

of it a great and general fervice to mankind, 244. the cure

by moxa, how performed, 246, 247. its fudden and fur-

prizing good effects, 252. other remedies ufed with fuccefs,

256, 257. hard arid rough treatment of it recommended,
258. itfeldom attacks the poor and laborious, ibid, other in-

ftances of the fuccefs of the moxa, 259. other methods of

cure, 260. the neceflity of temperance, 261. fome other re-

medies for the gout, 299.

Grafting, of fruit trees, directions for, iii. 232.
Grana, marquis */<?, acquires great honour by concerting and

executing the taking of Triers from the French, ii. 315.
Granvell, his miniftry in the United Provinces univerfally

difliked, i. 78. he is removed, 79.

Grapes, which the bed: forts in England, iii. 224. four

kinds brought to it by Sir William Temple, ibid.

Grave, taken by the confederates under the prince of

Orange from the French, iii. 278.

Greece, the mother of phyfick, iii. 282. the origin of their

learning, whence, 436. the ancient fages of it generally

princes and lawgivers, 444. their many curious difcoveries,

444* 445-
Greek tongue, how introduced into the weflern parts of

Europe, iii. 452. when in its purity, 464.

Greffier, his office in the meeting of the tfates of Holland,
i. 127, 128.

Grejbam College, encouraged the preference of the modern
to the ancient learning, iii. 472.

Grief, a letter on the exceffes of it, iii. 502. is inconfiftent

with fubmiffion to the will of God, 503. and with gratitude
for the good things we enjoy, 503, 504. our hearts ought
not to. be fee on any earthly thing, 505. chriftianity requires
moderation in our paffions, 505, 506. by excefs of grief we
do injuftice to the world with whom we are connected, 506,

507. pa/fions ought not to be our matters, but fervants, 507.
the indulgence of grief condemned by primitive chriitians and

heathens, 508, 509. it can avail nothing towards recovering

our
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our lofs, iii. 509, 510. by it we hurt ourfelves, our families,

and friends, 510, 51 1. the honour and fpirit of our anceflors

fhould be maintained, 512.

Groninghen, the conflitution of that province, i. 142. its

fituation, 145.

Groundivy, its excellent ufe, as a medicine, iii. 224. its vir-

tues, ibid.

Guards, to attend monarchs, the origin of, i. 44.

Gueitfes, feize upon the Briel, in oppofition to the Spaniards,
i.86. that name, when, and upon what occafion, given them,

87. were the inftruments of (halting off the Spanifh yoke in

the Netherlands, 88.

Gunpowder, the invention of, fuppofed of great antiquity,
iii. 478, 499.

Gitrck, bifhop of, chief of the imperial embaffy at the

treaty of Nimeguen, ii. 415.

H.

Haerlem, the defperate defence of, and terrible (laughter
at it, i. 89.

Hague, the ftated place of meeting for the States General,
i. 125, 126. the palace of the prince of Orange there, 127.

Hallifax, my lord, letters from Sir William Temple to him,

accounting for his extraordinary fuccefs in the treaty with Hol-

land, and difclaiming any reward for it, i. 396. joins the duke
of Monmouth in oppofing the court, 477. his being a mem-
ber of the new council violently oppofed by the king, 495. is

taken into confidence by Sir William Temple, 500. their in-

timacy, by what means broke off, 518, 519. leaves the court

and treafury and retires, 520.

Happinefs, wherein it confifts, iii. 199, 201, 202. the ul-

timate end of man, 201.

Hardecanute, the lafl of the Danifh kings in England, iii.

100.

Harold, by what means he carne to fucceed Edward the

Confeflbr, iii. 101, 102. is invaded by his own brother, 102.

and afterwards by William the Conqueror, ibid, goes with a

great army to meet William, 114. declines fingle combat
with him, ibid, his great bravery in the battle, 115, 116. is

at laft killed, 116.

Harvey, Dr. firft difcovered the circulation of the blood,
iii. 284. the remarkable effect reading Virgil fometimes had

on him, 400. his difcovery perhaps not modern, 454.
VOL. IV, K ii
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Ha/tings, the famous battle of, between Harold and Wil-

liam the Conqueror, iii. 115, 1 16.

Health, the moil defirable enjoyment of life, iii. 267. is

like peace in the ftate and ferenity of the air, 268. the many
difadvantages of the want of it, 268, 269. is not to be pur*
chafed by power, riches, or honour, 270. how to difcover by
what means it is to be obtained, ibid, what people the long*
eft-lived fmce the flood, 271. what the befl ingredients for

health and long life, 272. and what the moft deftruftive of

them, ibid, why the longefl lives, and beil health, in hot

climates, ibid, inftances of feveral long-livers in England,

275 278. health and long life are more commonly the blefT-

ings of the poor than of the rich, 278. men are too apt to

play with their healths, 291. fbme remedies ufelefs, others

dangerous, ibid.

Heftor, his hiftory, iii. 310.

Henry, fon of William the Conqueror, is aflbciate with his

elder brother in the government of Normandy, iii. 181.

makes a vifit, with his brother, to the French court, i 8 1, 182.

falls into an accidental quarrel and fcuffle with the dauphin,
182. this the occafion of a war between England and France,
ibid.

Hercules, his hiflory obfcure, iii. 308. the Theban Her-

cules, for what famous, 309.

Hereford, earl of, a Norman, ' enters into a confpiracy

againit William the Conqueror, iii. 173. is taken prifoner,
and beheaded, 1 74.

Heroick poetry, what the proper fubjecT: of it, iii. 4 10.

Hcfperides, of our age, where fituated, iii. 231.

Hejfe, the landgrave of, his importance in the empire, ii.

209.
Hide, Mr. appointed a mediator at the congrefs of Nime-

guen, ii. 389. is fent to confer with the prince of Orange,

412. his report of his converfation with him, ibid, a fcheme

of a peace fent to him from England, 427. brings an extra-

ordinary meflage from the EngHfh court to the States, 461,
returns to England difappoinred of his defign, 467. is made
firft commiflionef of the treafury, c;2O. See Hyde.

Highlanders , fuppofed to be derived from the ancient Scy-
thians, iii. 79, 80. fome of their cufroms, ibid, the plaid,

whence, 80. their language an original, ibid.

Hippocrates, the prince of phyficians, iii. 283. what time

he lived, ibid, his writings the jnoft aacieut, ibid, and mod
efteemed,
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efteemed, iii. 284. a remarkable aphorifm of his, ibid, oil

of the firfl philofophers whofe writings have efcaped the inju-

ries of time, 444.

Hoeft^ monfieur, a ruling burgomafler of Amftcrdam, his

open and generous character, ii. 428. two remarkable fay-

ings of his, ibid, his good humour at his death, ibid, is un-

der French influence, 429. his confidence in, and attachment

to, the prince of Orange, 458. his account of the Dutch

cleanlinefs, and the great power of their wives, 459.
Holland, the revolution there in 1672, i. 56. the ill con fe-

quences of it, 57. an ifland made by the dividing branches

of the ancient Rhine, 66. was formerly called Batavia, and
efleemed a part of Germany, ibid, changes of its inhabi-

tants and names, 67. count of Holland, the beginning and
end of that title, ibid, their feignenries and jurifdictions, ibid

their flates, of what members compofed, 70, forces, how*
raifed and defrayed, 70, 71. their frequent wars, 71, 72. its

fituation, and difpofition of its inhabitants, 89. is 4 lade the

feat of the war againfl the Spaniards, ibid, the principal
caufes of their revolt, ibid, their feveral ftruggles for liberty,

ib. 104. the beginning of their Eaft India Trade, 106. its

fovereignty, how reprefented, 121. deputies to the States, an
account of, 121, 123. inequality in the government of the

Provinces and States, ibid, nobles, their power, 122. pen-
fioner his office, ibid. States, their fixed times of meeting,
and proper bufinefs, 123. how called on extraordinary occa-

fions, ibid, commiffioned counfellors, their bufinefs, ibid.

chamber of accompts, 124. their generofity to thofe grown
old in their fervice, ibid. Holland and Zealand have one com-
mon judicature, 124, 125. this exercifed by two courts of

juftice, ibid, union of the States, how compofed, ibid, fo-

vereignty of the States, where, ibid, three colleges, ibid.

States General, when, and on what occafion, firft creeled,

126. members of, how chofen, 127. manner of proceeding
in ordinary cafes, 127, 128. in cafes of peace and war, 128.

fometimes break through their Hated forms with, approbation
and good confequences of it, 129. council of ftate differently

compofed from the States General, 129, 130. their chief bu-

iinefs, 130. proportion of the expence of the particular pro-
vinces towards fupport of the publick, ibid, their admiralty,
how regulated, 131, 132. their policy in the Authority of

their fea officers, 133. falaries of their great officers of flate,

ibid, the greatnefs of this flate, whence, 133, 134 137.
K k 2 their
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their fubmiilion to arbitrary government and opprefuVe taxes

among themfelves, whence, 1.-I37, their firit constitution,

138. the fituation of Holland, 145. foil, 149. great advan-

tages of their canals, ibid, and of their two great rivers, I 50.
their difodvantages, 151. the valt labour and expence of their

digues, 151, 152. their great neatnefs and clean] inefs, whence,

152. difpofitions of their people, 153. character of their

clowns and boors, ibid, of their mariners, 153, 154. of their

merchants and tradefnaen, 154. of their renreeners, or thofc

that live on their eflaus, 154, 155. education of their youth,

155. their chief minifters and magifrrates, 155, 156. gentle-
men and nobles, ib. 157. officers of their armies, 157. ge-
neral cuftoms and difpofitions, 158, 160. good oeconomy,
ibid, beauty and conveniency of their publick works, ib. 159.
national charity, 159, 160. inclination to drinking, 162, 163.
characters of them by the old Roman \vriters, 164. climate

and difeafes, 168. why not fubject to the fpleen, 169. a ge-
neral character of the Country and people, 170. account of

the eftablimment of their religion, ib. 182. their general to-

leration, 177. Roman catholicks, why excepted from the

protection of their laws, ibid, conditions on which they are

tolerated, 178. variety of opinions prevailing there, 179. re-

markable moderation of all fects, 1 80. converfation, and all

the offices of life, why eafy among them, 18 1. of their trade,

182 203, 211. the natural unfitnefs of their fituation for it,

182. the principal caufes of their trade and wealth, 183,

184. origin of it, whence, 184. this confirmed by feveral

examples, ibid, the great numbers of their people, whence,

185, 1 86. of their forces and revenues, 204 210. wherein

their revenue coniifls, 206. their admirahy-and marine, 207.

debt, ibid, collection and distribution of publick monies,
ibid, extraordinary contributions and forces, 208. the caufes

of their fall in 1672, 210 222. their employing foreign

troops, 211. the peace of Munfter, ibid, pariimony in re-

forming their foreign officers and troops, 212. alteration of

their irate, and exclufion of the power of ftridtholder, ibid, a

fcheme for their defence propofed, 219- 222. the inrereft of

Holland in commerce, connected with Britain, ii. 6 13, a

remarkable inftance of their iw partial Vventv in ptiniming ca-

pital crimes, 98. its vail- gro vth in riche* ;;nd ftrength,, 218,

circumfrances concurring to p;onr;o:.e thofe, 2.'9. their im-

portance with refpcct toother {bit/?. : 2O thvir chief interefr^.

320, 221. fever*! reaiomble licmancs thut might be made
fr&m
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from them by England, ii. 235, 236. what may be thought

good terms of peace with Holland, 236, 237. fuffers greatly

by a violent ftorm, and breaches in their digues, 318. by
whom firft named, iii. 97. a letter from the ftates of Holland

to the king of Great Britain, exprefling their great opinion of

Sir William Temple's abilities as a ftatefman, i. 360. a letter

from Sir William Temple to the procurator of Holland, com-

plaining of an infringement of his privilege as an ambaflador,
ii. 155. See Dutch, and Provinces.

HolliSy my lord, a letter from Sir William Temple to him,
on the terms of a treaty with the Dutch, i. 293

Homeri his feveral excellencies as a poet, iii. 403. wherein

he differed from Virgil, ibid, had the greateft, fublimeft, and
moft wonderful genius of all poets, ibid.

Honour, a flronger principle of invention and action than

gain, iii. 468.
Horace^ the elegance of his poetry, iii. 205. was the firfl

and laft of true lyric poets among the Latins, 410. tranfla-

tions from lib. i. ode 13. 536. lib. iii. ode 29. 539 543,
lib. iv. ode 7. 535, 536. ditt. 543.

Home, count, joins in oppofing the Spanifti miniflry in the

Netherlands, i. 78. is condemned and executed at Bruf-

fels, 84.

Horfes, how to improve the breed of, iii. 24, 25.
Hortus, a garden, whence fo called, iii. 211.

Humour, in poetry, what, iii. 424. a word peculiar to the

Englifti, ibid, the vein of humour, by whom full opened in

England, ibid, defect of this in the ancients, ibid, why more

plentiful in England, 425. more variety of, than any-where
dfe, 426, 427.

Hyde, Mr. Sir William Temple's letters to him, profeiling
his regard for him, and defire to return to a private life, iv.

327. congratulating his retreat into the country ; informs
him that he had ended his bufmefs to the prince of Orange's
fatisfaftion, 365. defiring to know the mind of the court
about it, ibid, conjecture concerning the proceedings of th

prince in Flanders, 366.

I.

Jaclation, the nfe of it as a medicine, iii. 288.

Jamaica, a probable occaiion of a war between Spain and

Britain, ii, 230.
>
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Janizaries, among the Turks, the nature and wifdorrTof

their inftitution, in. 377, 378. their remarkable temperance,

378. their degeneracy, whence, 379, 380. their mutinous

and factious humour, 380.

Janus, introduces agriculture into Italy, iii. 308.

"Jenkins, Sir Lionel, appointed one of the plenipotentiaries
for the treaty at Nimeguen, ii. 325. his arrival at the Hague,
and at the place of treaty, ibid, his irrefolute difpofition, 413.
is puzzled about a point of ceremony, ibid, is cenfured by
the court of England for yielding it, 414. his pardon ob-

tained by Sir William Temple, ibid, refufes to countenance

a treaty of peace between France and Holland, 437. is pro-

pofed by Sir William Temple to the office of fecretary of ftate,

489. and placed in it, 525. letters from Sir William Temple
to him ; directions as to his behaviour in point of ceremony,
in vifiting count Kinfki as an ambaflhdor, iv. 290, 291. in-

forms him that he had received orders from the king to go
and affift at the conclufion of the treaty of Nimeguen, 358.
new obHrucYion to the finifhing the treaty, by the French rc-

fufing to evacuate Flanders, 359. this confirmed by expreiTes
from France, 360. informs him of his being fent to treat with

the Stares, and his inftruclions on that occafion, 361. on the

figning the treaty of peace as mediators, and deliring inftruc-

tions about it, 454.

Jcfuits Bark, its virtues eftablifhed, as a medicine, iii. 296.

Jews, how difpofed of after their dHTperfionj iii. 369. fome

account of their learning and feels, 493.

Indians, ancient, fome of their notions, and manner of liv-

ing, iii. 437 440. mofl of the notions of the ancient philo-

fophers derived from them, 440 444.

Inquifition, attempts to extinguiih herefy in the Low Coun-

tries, i. 79, 80. proves one of the caufes of their revolt from

the Spaniards, ib. 81.

Job, book of, fuppofcd to be written before the time of

Mods, iii. 407. conjectures concerning its author, 407, 408.
the excellency and defign of that hook, ibid, remark on the

Sparmli tranflation of it, ibid. See p. 433.

John Don, of Auftria, is made governor of the Spanifh

Netherlands, i. 90. is refufed admittance, till he agrees to the

pacification at Ghent, 91. this he foon breaks, ibid, his fud-

den death, 92. his intended expedition into Italy proves abor-

tive, ii. 318, 319.

Jones
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Jones, Sir William, a violent promoter of the bill of cxclu -

fion, ji. 532, 565. his fpeech to Sir William Temple, on his

bringing a meflage from the king about it, 565.

Ireland, the lazinefs and poverty of the people there, whence,
i. 184. the affairs of, under con fi delation at the court of Eng-
land, ii. 525. the want of trade there, to what owing, in. 7,
8. the want of people^ whence, ibid, its many natural ad-

vantages, 8. fcarcity of money there, a miilaken remedy of, 9.
lofers by exchange of money, 10. a great alteration ofcir-

cumftances there, ibid, the proper methods to preferve money
in it, ii. the Handing trade of, how to be advanced, 12. the

native commodities of the country, wid. the necefiity of

yielding, where their trade interferes with that of England,
ibid, fuch branches not to be entirely fupprefled, 13. wool

only to be ufed for home confumption, 13, 14. linen chiefly
to be encouraged, ibid, natural advantages tending to pro-
mote it, ibid, mismanagements in it, whence, 15. how it is

to be advanced, 15, 16. other good commodities there, 17.

beef, why a drug, ibid, errors in their cattle trade, 17, 18.

feveral advantages of a flop to the exportation of cattle into

England, 18, 19. fuffers greatly by the war, 19. the defects

in their cattle trade, how remedied, ibid, advantages of ufmg
oxen and large horfes for draught, 20. falfe package, and bad

commodities, how to be prevented, 20, 21. what cattle fit

for exportation, 22. England a lofer by hindering the impor-
tation: of them, 22, 23. how to improve the breed of horfes in

Ireland, 24, 25. races and fairs, how to be managed, 25, 26. .

conduct of the lord lieutenant, and the lord mayor of Dublin,
at them, ibid, a fcheme for improving their fimeries, 26, 27.
iron manufacture not to be encouraged, 28. regulations con-

cerning fea-ports, 28, 29. fhipping, how to be improved, 29.
merchants ought to be encouraged, 30. confidence in the lord

lieutenant neceffary, 31. the origin of the name, 79. the

ancient Irate and affairs of, why fo obfcure, 82, 450. is an

inftance that knowledge and ignorance, as well as civility and

barbarifm, may fucceed each other, 433, 434, 482.
Iron manufacture, why not to be encouraged in Ireland,

iii. 28.

IJljmacl, a pretender to new revelations in the Mahometan
doctrines, iii. 372. his tenets and fuccefs, 373.

Jfola, baron de
t letters from him to Sir William Temple ;

an excufe for his long filence, and congratulating the happy
fuccefs of his negociations, ii. 186. regretting Sir William's

K k 4
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abfence From the Hague; approves of the Englifh parliaments

readily granting the fupplies, ii. 199. the neceffity of a union

between England and Spain, 200. the deceitfulnefs of the

French, with whom all forts of commerce is dangerous, 201.

Italian, fome of the heft writers in that language, iii. 464.

Judges, how firft appointed, iii. 131, 132.

Julicrs, taken by fnrprize by the Dutch, i. 113. reprizal
tnade for, by the arch-duke Albert, 113, 114.

Jupiter, fome account of him and his family, iii. 308.

Juries y of great antiquity in England, iii. 130. by whom
introduced into Europe, 131. were at firft both jurors and

judges, ibid, were confirmed by William the Conqueror, 133.

Juflidaries, by whom firft appointed in England, iii. 138.

K.

Kent, lady, her powder recommended, iii. 299.

Kentijb Men, their ftratagem and refolution againft William

the Conqueror, iii. 117. force him to fwear to preferve their

ancient laws and liberties, 117, 1 18.

King, how much the intereft of the king of England to have

the hearts of his parliament and people, ii. 239. propofes the

fending Sir William Temple ambaflador to Spain, 252. jea-

loufy created between him and his parliament by the Spanifh

envoy, 401. refufes to recal his troops in the fervice of

France, 406. fends for Sir William Temple to come to Eng-
land, 407, 408. his converfation with him on his arrival, 408.
reflections on his foft and unfteady temper, 409. reafons for

his earnelt defire of peace, 410, 41 1. is much perplexed, and

puts great confidence in Sir William Temple, 492. his af-

fecYion for the duke of Monmouth, 493. is brought into dif-

ficulties by heats in the houfe of commons, 504. diflblves his

parliament, 51 1, 512. is taken fick at Windfor, but foon re-

covers, 513, 514. his pofitive refolution to prorogue the par-
liament for a twelvemonth, 521. Sir William Temple's free

advice to him, 522. the name of king introduced by the

Saxons, iii. 95. the prefence of a good king, among hisfub-

jefts, of great importance to him, 129. the fatisfacYion and

fafety of the common people the great fupport of a king, 1 52.
letters from Sir William Temple to him, congratulating him
on the fpeedy conclufion of the treaty, i. 341. the prince of

Orange's inclination to continue the war, iv. 59, 60. his de-

fire of a near conjunction with his majefty, 60. the difpo-

fuions and fituation of the feveral parties, ibid, his majeity's

rnedi-
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mediation accepted by them all, iv. 61. acknowledging t c

honour of a letter from him by my lord chamberlain, and pro-

mifing all the affiftance, in his power, to his lordfhip, and his

conftant attachment to his majefty's intereft, 66, 67. informs

the king of a fecret correfpondence between the count d'Ef-

trades and the penfioner Fagel, with the copy of a letter from

him to Fagel, 70, 71. the inclination of the Dutch for peace,

71. a march with Spain propofed, which Sir William highly

approves of, 71, 72. the prince of Orange's opinion that the

king fhould fall in with the project of peace, 72. the difpo-

fition of France for an honourable peace, if the king would

promote it ; the prince defires to know his majefly's intention

concerning it, and Sir William's opinion of it, 72, 73. the

prince fufpefts fome ill offices done him by fome about the

king, with refpeft to his intended journey to England ; Sir

William endeavours to fatisfy him of the king's regard to

him ; the prince exprefles the greateft attachment to the king's

intereft, but at prefent has no thoughts of a journey to Eng-
land, 85, 86. the prince highly refents a letter from lord Ar-

lington, and fufpefts his ill offices with the king againft him,

87, 88. account of a conference with the penfioner about the

conditions of the peace, 98, 99. the penfioner informs him
of the prince's opinion of the terms of peace, and entire con-

fidence in his majefty ; that he was obliged to regard the con-

nections of the States with their confederates ; the plan he
wilhed his majefly to agree to ; that the proceedings of the

king muft be as of himfelf, without communicating with the

prince ;
Sir William's opinion of the prince's inclination as to

the peace, 101 104. extract of a letter from the prince to

Sir William on that fnbject ; his defire that the terms of a

peace were agreed on before a congrefs begins, 107, 108. of

his majefty's fending his ambafTadors to the place of treaty,

and interceding for the releafe of prince William of Furftem-

burg, 109. the different difpofitions of fome of the parties

concerned, no. offers his advice to his majefty, no, in.
the prince's concern in the intereft of Spain, 180. he defires

to know what the king would think a good peace, 181. con-

ference with the prince, in confequence of his interview with

Sir Gabriel Sylvius, 182. advice to the king about it, 182,

183. concerning the carnage and expreflions of the Danifh

envoy, 198. the prince's intention of marrying, and defiga
of going over to England, after the campaign, with that view,

214, 215, Mcnficur Colbert endeavours to prevail on Sir

William
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William to ufe his intereft with the prince to make a feparate

peace with France, with Sir William's reply, iv. 262, 263.
the opinion of the Dutch concerning the Spaniards ; the incli-

nation of the Swedes to peace, 263. apology for troubling

his majeity, 264. Sir William's interview and conference with

the prince on the events of the campaign, and appearances
of the treaty; the difpofitions of the Dutch to peace, and the

meafures the king mult take to bring it about 265, 266. the

prince's opinion of the conditions, and his fubmiflion to the

king's pleafure, as to his going to England, ib. ^oy. endea-

vours to prevent miftaking his laft letter, 268. conjectures

concerning the operations of the next campaign, 269. pro-
Eiifes to inform his majefty of the intentions of the prince and

the States, 270. the prince of Orange's entire confidence in

the king and refolution to act in concert with him, and foU

low his directions in bringing about a peace, 293, 294. the

difpofitions of fome of the other -powers concerned, 294. de-

fires to know on what terms his majefly propofed it, ibid, the

fcheme propofed by the prince of Orange, 295. Sir William's

remarks on it, with the prince's anfwers to them, 296, 297.
his refolution not to yield to terms of a feparate peace with

France, 297. farther converfation between the prince and Sir

William on the fame fubject, 300, 301. apology for delaying
a memorial from the prince to the king, that had been pro-

rnifed, 302. a frefh propofal of terms from the French, with

remarks on it, ibid, the king's fpeech intended to the parlia-

ment, drawn up at my lord treafurer's defire, April 27, 1678.
fee vol. ii. 433. letter from Sir William Temple to his ma-

jefty, informing him of the treaty being figned with the appro-
bation of the prince and States, and greatly to his majefty's

honour, 364.

Kinjki, count, comes as a plenipotentiary from the duke of

Lorrain to the treaty of Nimeguen, ii. 387. his fcrupnlous and

ceremonious character, ibid, delivers a paper of infractions

to the mediators, 394. why not opened, ibid.

Knights, fees and baronage, firft introduced into England

by William the Conqueror, iii. 139.

Knowledge, wherein it differs from learning, iii. 435.

L.

L&dbrog Regner, an ancient Gothick king, fome curious

rcrfcs of his, iii. 357, 358.

Lanfranc*
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Lanfranc, made archbifhop of Canterbury by William the

Conqueror, iii. 150. his excellent character and advice to his

fovereign, 161. was the only confident of his prince, 189.

Languages, modern, their deficiency when compared with
thofe cr the ancients, iii. 461, 462. the modern how com-

pofed, ibid, language is but the colouring of poetry, 488.
Landerdale, duke of, his reward as a member of the cabal,

ii. 251. attempts to remove him oppofed by the king, 500.

Laughter, how peculiar to man, iii. 34. is moved by va-

rious different objects and affections, ibid, we laugh not at

things we are moft pleafed with, and are often little pleafed
with things we laugh at, 421.

Latin, its preference to the modern languages, iii. 462.

Laws, the neceflity of them, in order to good government,
iii. 41. their ufefulnefs depends on being well executed, ibid.

the feudal laws introduced into Europe by the ancient Goths,

137. the fource of many of the fubtleties of the law, 163.

Learning, demolifhed by the Goths, &c. and when re-

ftored, iii. 415. eflay on that of the ancients, compared with

the moderns, 430. the abfurdity of preferring the modern to

the ancient, 431, 432. books not abfolutely neceflary to pre-
ferve it, 433. tradition of great ufe to it, ibid, the advan

tages of Greek and Latin to preferve learning, 434. how
preferved in the eafrern countries, ibid, the feveral branches

that have iflued from thence, 434, 435. wherein learning dif-

fers from knowledge, 435. how to judge whether the ancients

or moderns made the greatefl progrefs in it, ibid, modern

learning how acquired, ibid, that of Greece, whence de-

duced, 436, 437. what requifite to preferve and promote

learning, 443. the ancients had the fame advantages from
their predeceffors, as we have from them, 436, 445. who tha

firU: conquerors of ignorance in the weftern part of the world,

445. the progrefs of learning fince, is only to underftand what
the ancients difcovered, 446. this a confiderable difadvantage
to

itj 446, 447. prodigies in learning like thofe in nature,

but feldoin appear, 447, 448. arts and fciences have run

their circles, and had their periods in different parts of the

world, 449. feveral caufes of this, ibid, the progrefs of learn-

ing after the conquefts of the Saracens, 451. was chiefly pro-
tected by the clergy, ibid, the bad ufe they made of it, 451,

452. was much neglected by princes, and other great men,

452. the reitoration of the Greek and Latin, how brought

about, 452, 453- the fuccefs of the modern no proof that it

excels
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excels the ancients, iii. 453. feveral inftances of the per-
fection of ancient learning loir, 454456. the firfl attempts
to recover it moft fuccefsrul, 458. feems to be limited to a

certain pitch, ibid, and take its turn in different countries,

ibid, fome of the beft modern inftitutions and productions
much inferior to thofe of the ancients, 460, 461. languages
not to be compared, 461. what has contributed to hinder the

advancement of learning, 465. religious controveriies hurtful

to it, ibid, want of the favour of kings and princes, ibid, was
at firft greatly encouraged by them, but fincemuch neglected,

467. has been difcouraged by avarice, and greedinefs of

wealth, 467, 468. and by the fcorn of pedantry, 468. mo-
tives to maintain the dignity of ancient learning, 471, 472.
the (late of this controverfy, 472. recantations of the French,
who had preferred the modern, 473. objections again ft the

ancients anfwered, 476 48 1. how much of the ancient learn-

ing has been loft, 482. objection, from the filence of fcrip-

ture, confidered, 483. the decay of the Aflyrian learning ac-

counted for, 484, 485. its dawn and progrefs in Greece, 485.
the Egyptian learning, how deftroyed, 486. fome vain at-

tempts to recover it, ibid, the lofs of the Phoenician learn-

ing, 487. the excellence of the ancients in poetry and elo-

quence, 488. moderns unjuftly compared with them, ibid.

the controverfy between them, how beft decided, 496. feveral

eminent perfonsamong the ancients unrivalled by the moderns,
ibid, things wherein they excelled, 496, 497. their curious

inventions of pleafure, and wonderful fpectaclesor (hews, 497.
their agriculture, phyfick, and political inftitntions, 498. the

influence of their climates, 498, 499. the fpeculations of the

moderns has tended to little ufe, 499, 500. feveral modern
difcoveries ridiculed, 500. the modefty of the ancients, and

prefumption of the moderns, ibid, teflimonies of Solomon
and Pliny to the uncertainty of human knowledge, 501.

Leice/ler, earl of, fent as general to a/lift the Dutch againft
the Spaniards, i. 101. they fwear obedience to him, as their

governor, ibid, difgufts them by his arbitrary proceedings and
ill conduct, and is recalled by queen Elizabeth, 101, 102.

Letters, from the States of Holland to the king of Great

Britain; high commendations of Sir William Temple, i. 360.
from Sir William Temple to Monfieur , on the death

of his daughter, ii. 156. See Allans > Albemarle, Andros, Ar-

lington, Back-well, Berkeley, Blaith-wait, Bridgman, Bucking'

ham, Carlinford) Gary, Cajlcl Rodcrigo, Caflile, Cavendijb,

Cham-
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Chamberlain, Clarendon, Clifford, Colbert, Coventry, Deering*

EJ/ex, Eftrades, Fagel, Falconbridge^ Florence, Gamarra, Gif-

fard, Codolphin, Gottenburg, Gourville, Hallifax, Holies, Hyde,

Jenkins, Ifola, King, Lifle, Lockhart, Mentz, Merchants,

Molina, Montague, Monterey, Munfter, Northumberland,

Orange, Ormond, Palatine, Pom-pone, Portugal, Privy Seal,

Privy Counfellor, Roanez, Sandwich, Saville, Sidney, Temple,

Thyan, Trcafurer, duke of Tufcany, Warwick, Wickfort^ Wil-

liamfon, Witt, Wolfeley, Wredcn, Tork.

Ltnten, monfieur Van, fent over by the Dutch to foliclt

the concurrence of the Englifh in making a peace with France,
ii. 433. infifts that the Dutch were obliged to make the beft

peace they could, 437. complains to the court of England of

the unreafonable terms propofed by the French to the Dutch,

441. goes to Holland with Sir William Temple to perfuade
the Dutch to carry on the war, 441.

Lewis XIV. of France, the (late of his kingdom at his ao
ceffion, and his political views, ii. 546.

Liberty, retrained by government, i. 34.

Libraries, fome very numerous ancient ones, Hi. 432.
Life, reflections on the different conditions of life and for-

tune, iii. 5 14~53 !

Limbonrg, befieged and taken by the French, 11-307, 30$.
Li/Ie, my lord, letters from Sir William Temple to him ;

informs him of the bad Hate of the Dutch, and good condi-

tion of the Englifh affairs, i. 273. on the decline of wit and
humour in England, 302. his defire of vifiting it, ibid, from
lord Lifle to Sir William, concerning feveral of their country
acquaintances, i. 484.

Loadftone, the greateft and moft ufeful of the modern dif-

coveries, iii. 456, 499. the many great advantages of it, ibid.

thefe much abufed, ibid, would probably have been carried

much farther by the ancients, ibid, many difcoveries fHll re-

maining to be made, 457. what prevents them, ibid.

Lockhart, Sir William, a letter from Sir William Temple to

him,; his opinion of the fuppreffing the tumult at Bourdeaux,
iv. 94. of the French policy and fuccefs, ibid, the prince of

Orange's recovery from an illnefs, and his excellent behaviour
in it, ibid.

London, its inhabitants in great confternation at the approach
of William the Conqueror, iii. 119, 120. their reafons for

fubmitting to him, and receiving him with open gates, I2F.
the tower of, when, built,
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Lords Hoiife, complained of, iii. 162, 163. remedies pro*

pofed, 163, 164.

Lorges, monfieur, takes the command of the French army
on the death of marfhal Turennrie, ii. 313. conduces a fkilful

retreat equal to a victory, ibid.

Lorrain, the old duke of, acquires great honour in an en-

gagement again!! the French near Triers, ii. 315. his heart

broke, and death occafioned by the unfuccefsful end of the

campaign, 316. his extraordinary unfortunate life and ami-

able character, 316, 317. leaves the fucceffion of that dutchy
to his nephew prince Charles, ibid. France difputes his title to

it, 327. anfwers to their claim, 328. the confederates infill:

on the right of his claim, ibid, the reftitution of Lorrain

abandoned and unprovided for by the Dutch in their treaty with

France, 454. is forced to accept the terms of France, 468*
is ill ufed by the confederates, 472.

. Louvois, monfieur, relieves Charleroy, when inverted by the

prince of Orange, ii. 4 1 6, 4 1 7 .

Lucan, his character as a poet, iii. 403.
Lucretius, one of the greateft philofophers and beft poets,

and a great naturalift, iii. 205.

Lunenburgh, the dukes of, their importance in the empire,
ii. 209. the duke of, gets great honour in a battle againfl the

French near Triers, 315. his pretentious prefented to the me-
diators at Nimeguen, 404. the French evade anfwering them,
ibid, this refented by the allies, ibid, the French refufe to

treat them as principals, 415. the duke of, fails in making a

diverfion againfl the French while the prince of Orange at-

tempts Charleroy, 416.

Luxemburg, duke of, commands the French at the battle of

Mons, ii. 456. his interview with the prince of Orange after

it, ibid.

Luxury and Expence, the great mifchief of, to a nation, i.

197.

Lycurgus, the founder of the Spartan ftate, iii. 3 1 o. his ex-

cellent laws, ibid, whence he derived his laws and politicks,

442. his great care of the education of children, and other

excellent inflitutions, ibid*

M.

Madnefs^ why productive of a long life, iii. 27 6.

Macenas, his excellent character, iii, 205.

Maes, river, its courfe, i. 146*
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Maeftricht, befieged by the confederates, ii. 359. the fiege

raifed, after feveral vigorous attacks, 360.

Magick, wherein it confifts, iii. 455. the ancient magick
quite loft, ibid.

Mahomet, arid the mountain, alluded to, ii. 538, 539. a

fliort account of him, iii. 368, 369. the ftate of Arabia in his

1*1016,369. his chief doctrines, 370. his Alcoran, how, and
in what manner compofed, 369, 371. the great and hafty

progrefs of his opinions and power, 371. his fucceffors, ibid.

his policy in engaging different fects, 372.
Malcolm, king of Scotland, kindly receives Edgar Atheliog,

and marries his lifter, iii. 145. encourages and fupports his

attempt to recover the crown of England, 146. his forces

being defeated, he refolves to go in pcrfon, 153. meets with
feveral difcouragements, 154, 155. comes at laft to terms of.

peace, 157.

Man, how diftinguifhed from his fellow creatures, iii. 32,

-33. -laughter only peculiar to him, 34. his reftlefs and un-

fatisfied difpofition, 35. this the fource of many complaints,,
both private and publick, ibid, its univerfal influence, 35, 36.,

the beft princes and trued: patriots have fallen facrifices to it,

ibid, the unequal condition of- mankind the occafion of much

difcontent, 37, 38. the innocent and criminal parts of, how

diftinguirhed, 40, how changeable in their difpofitions, 41,

42. the leaft worthy moft forward to get into publick employ-
ments, 42, 43. knaves pracYife on the fimple and well-mean-

ing, 44. feveral of their artifices, 44, 45. differences be-

tween thofe of duller and quicker capacities, 134, 135. why
fubject to more troubles and miferies than any of his fellow

creatures, 195. his Condition in the early and fimple ages, 196.

happinefs the chief object of his enquiry, 201. wherein it

confifts, 20 1, 202. what age of man fit tell for publick em-

ployments, 243. man grows wife or happy, only by his own
thoughts, 267. why men are larger in mountainous countries,
and cattle fmaller, 280. reflections on the different ftages and
circumftances of life, 300 303. who efteemed heroes, and

worfhipped as gods in the firft ages, 306, 307. why thofc

born in northern climates more ftrong and vigorous, 389. why
fome are lefs fearful of danger than others, ibid, moft men
apply to acquire either pleafure or profit, 394. few or none
excel in all faculties of mind, 459 his pride is greater than
.his ignorance, 460. is naturally feif-fufHcient, ibid, reflec-

tions
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tions on the different conditions of his life and fortune, iii. 514

Mango Copac, and Coya Mama, their fabulons hiftory of

Peru, iii. 338.
Mareke% count of, oppofes the violent proceedings of the

duke of Alva, i. 87, 88.

Mariners, Dutch, their character, i. 153, 154.

Marriages, mercenary ones, condemned, iii. 6 1. remedies

for them propofed, ibid.

Mary, princefs, a match between her and the prince of

Orange firft propofed to him, ii. 294. the prince's anfwer,
ibid, the propofal refented by the duke, 295. the marriage

agreed on, and confummated, 422.

Maurice, prince of NafTau, his bravery, in his old age. at

the battle of NafTau, ii. 278. retires to his government of

Cleve, 279. tells Sir William Temple a remarkable flory of

a parrot, ibid. See Orange.

Mazarine, cardinal, his addrefs in promoting the grandeur
of France, ii. 222, 223. by his conquefts in Flanders makes
Cromwell jealous of him, 345. his progrefs, why flopped
after Cromwell's death, 546.

Mechlin, chamber of, applied to from the courts of juftice

for revifion, i. 125.

Memorial, to the marquis de Cartel Roderigo, defiring his

intereft to promote the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, i. 394.
Mentz, elector of, his fituation and importance in the em-

pire, ii. 209, joins the confederates in the war againft France,
ibid, letters from Sir William Temple to him, giving an ac-

count of the, peace being concluded, i. 439- acknowledging
the receipt of a letter from him to the king, with his majefty's
anfwer inclofed, ii. i. from the eleftor of Meats to Sir Wil-

liam, with his nephew as his reprefentative at the treaty of

Aix la Chapelle, i. 509. congratulates Sir William on the con-

clufion of the peace, and on the great influence and merit he
had in it, 518.

Merchants and Tra&Jmen, in Holland, their character, i.

154. their readinefs to take advantage of others, ibid, their

honefty, whence, ibid, regularity in drinking, 163. different

difpofmons of merchants and foldiers, 165. the baits that

draw them to a place, iii. 29, 30. how to be encouraged ia

Ireland, 30. letter from Sir William Temple to the governor
and company of merchant- idventurers, on their trade to Dort,

and the many interlopers ia it, iv, 90. the caufes of this, ibid.

7 difficulty
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difficulty of reftoring it to its former flute, and his readinefs to

lerve them, 91.

Mexico, fome account of its {late when firfl difcovered, iii.

336. the cruel fuperftition of its inhabitants, 337.

Mile/tan Tales, fome account of that kind of writing, iii.

411.
Milk Water, its medicinal virtues, iii. 298.

Millepedes, the virtues of in medicine, iii. 297.
Minos

, fome accoun t of h im, 111.309.

Miferable, wh only to be accounted fo, ii. 224.

Moliere, his dramatic writings cenfured, iii. 424.
Molina, count de, Spanifh ambaflkdor, letters from Sir Wil*

liam Temple to him, reflecting on the unreafonablenefs of the

French, and excufing himfelf for want of power to ferve fa-

ther Patrick, i. 401. acknowledging a letter from him, and

profeflion of attachment to his feivice, ii. 13. obviating fe-

veral difficulties propofed by Spain and Sweden againil coming
into the treaty, 52. a vindication of the king and himTelf

from fome unjuft charges laid to them by the Spanifh miaiilry,.

56. to ditto on his way from Spain to England, 140.

Monarchies, the four great ones
;

the hiflory of them, the

themes of fchools and colleges, iii. 312. the fcene of them a

limited compafs of earth, 313. where and how bounded,
ibid, four other monarchies, 315.

Money, the power of coining it in the United Province?,

where it lies, i. 115. the crying up any fpecies of it, when

hurtful, iii. n. the ufe of it, how introduced, 196. the in-

create of it endlefs, 197.

Monmonthy the chiefs of his party in oppofing the court, ii.

477. he and his party procure my lord treafurer's removal,

493. other afTociates in his defigns, ibid, the ufe he intended

to make of his majefly's great affeftion for him, ibid, his in-

trigues with lord Shaftefbury occafion great heats in the houfe

of commons, 501, 502. the king propofes to fend him tofup-

prefs a rebellion in Scotland, 507. and to raife a trcop for

guarding his perfon, 508. he fupprefTes the Scotch rebellion,

and returns in triumph, ibid, his power at court increafes,

509. falls into difgrace, 517. goes over to Holland, 518.
returns to England without leave, 530. but comes not to

court, ibid.

Mons, befieged by the French, ii. 443. the prince ofOrange

prepares to relieve it, 444. the battle of, 455, 456.
VOL. IV. L I Mon-
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Montagus, Mr. letter from Sir William Temple to him,

complaining of the flow payment of the Spanifh fubiidies,

ii 3?-

Montague, my lord, letter from him to Sir William Ternpie;
the Spaniards and Swedes much obliged to Sir William's good
offices, ii. 192. account of the prince of Conde's election to

the crown of Poland, ibid, fuccours for Candia to embark the

end of that month, ibid.

Mont Caffel,
an obftinate battle there between the French

and Dutch, ii. 399. See French, Orange.

Montecuculi, commands the emperor's army in the war of

the confederates againft France, ii. 304.

Monterey\ count de, letter from Sir William Temple to

him, congratulating his acceifion to the government of the

Netherlands, ii. 134. recommending the fettlement of the

militia, 135. letter from him to Sir William Temple, 195.
Montezuma s Gardens, ftupendous in coft and art, Hi. 231.

not equal to thofe of nature, ibid, his tyrannical government,

33 6 -

Moor Park Garden, the beft in England, defcribed, iii. 227,

228, 229.

Mofes, fome conjectures concerning his writings, iii. 408.

Moulin, monfieur du9 an agent at the Hague for the male-

contents in England, ii. 337. afks pardon of Sir William

Temple for having faid fome things reflecting on him, ibid.

his death, 338.
Moxa, an account of it, and its effects in the cure of the

gout, iii. 238 265. See Gout.

Munfter, biftiop of, his character, i. 131: a treaty con-

cluded between him and the king of England, 131, 139. let-

ters from Sir William Temple to him on a report of his mak-

ing a feparate peace with the Dutch, 251. Sir William re-

monftrates againft his making a feparate peace with the

French and Dutch, 252. remonftrating againft his felling a

part of his troops to the French, 260. his reception of Sir

William, 266. account of his concluding the treaty of Cleve,
268. letter from him to Sir William, foliciting the regular

payment of his fubfidy, and declaring his inviolable attach-

ment to his majefty, 469. informs him of the difpofal of his

troops in his majefty 's fervice, with farther profeiltons of at-

tachment, 472. his fmiation and importance in the empire,
ii. 210. remark ou his garden, iii. 222.

Mufick,
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Mufick, the power of it, iii. 399. the ancient mufick and

its power quite loft, 454.

Myrrh, its virtues in peftilential cafes, iii. 298.

N.

Naerden, a terrible (laughter committed by the Spaniards
on taking it, i. 89.

Nature, imitations of it pleafmg to the imagination, iii.

198.

Navy, a good one of the greatefl importance to England,
iii. 51. directions concerning it, 51, 52.

Neftarin.es, the different forts of, and which the befl, iii.

224.

Nieuburg, duke of, his character and civility to Sir William

Temple, i. 264. his importance in the empire, ii. 210. de-

fires to be included in the treaty of peace between France and

Holland, 468. this is refufed, ibid.

Nimeguen, preparations for fettling a treaty of peace there,

ii. 324. obftruclions caft in the way to it by France, 326. the

congrefs there appears defperate, 330. France yields, but the

States raife new difficulties, 332. another objection flarted,

333. the fituaticn of Nimeguen, 342. the feveral ambafTadors

meet there, 342, 343. the mngiftrates offer the government
of the town to the Englifh, which they decline, 348. regu-
lations propofed for the order and quiet of the congrefs, 349,

350. objections propofed againft them by the French court,

351. the extent of the neutral country agreed on, 352, 353.
other points of ceremony, ib. 354, 355. the proceedings of

the congrefs retarded by the Dutch and other confederates,

356, 357. feveral difputes about the powers of the different

ambaffadors, 365. a form of powers to be ufed by them all,

framed by the mediators, 366. the pope's mediation declined,

ibid, the pretenfions of the feveral parties delivered to the me^

diators, 393. debates about their refpecYive anfwers, 403. an

expedient propofed by the mediators, ibid, feveral anfwers de-

livered in writing, 405. the affembly is difhirbed by difputes
between the Swedes and Danes, 417. the fcene of the treaty

changed to London, 419, 438. is renewed again at Nime-

guen, 446. a feparate treaty concluded between the French

and Dutch, 449. the peace there, when and upon what
terms concluded, $48.

Ninus, a great Affyrian hero, 'his conquefls, iii. 308, 309.
what time he lived, ibid.

L 1 2 ffobfa,
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Nobles, in Holland, their power and influence, i. 122.

reprefented in the States, ibid, the mfignifkancy of nobles

without the concurrence of the people, iii. 152.

Norfolk, earl of, joins in a confpiracy againft William the

Conqueror, iii. 173.

Normans, feveral of their migrations, iii 97. give the name
of Normandy to the north parts of France, ibid, this the feat

of the duke of Normandy, 98. they invade England under

duke William, 113. gain a great victory at the battle of Haft-

ings, 116. are rewarded and fettled in England, 124. partia-

lity to them gives great difguft to the Englifh, 142. a great

flaughter of them at York, 147. attempts to introduce many
of their cufloms, language, and laws, 163. this the occafion

of many perplexities in the law, 163, 164.

Northumberland, earl of, letters from Sir William Temple
to him, condoling the death of his father, and the proper ufe

he fhonld make of it, ii. 120. letter from the earl to Sir Wil-

Jiam, acknowledging his obligations to him for his many good
advices, 186.

Norway, almoft defolated by a plague, iii. 449.

NqftredamuSf a commentary upon a quotation from it, ii.

Numa, the polifher of the civil and religious orders of the

Roman ftate, iii. 310.
O.

Odin, the captain and lawgiver of the* Goths, heads their

expedition into the north-weft parts of Europe, iii. 81. his

progiefs, ibid.- . Woden, or Goden, the firft and great hero of the

weftern Scythians, iii. 354, 355. his famous exploits and

character, 355, 356. fuperilitious notions concerning it,

35?>359-
Odon, bifhop of Bayeux and brother to William the Con-

queror, urges him to violent and arbitrary proceedings, iii.

161. is left vicegerent in his brother's abfence, ibid, is a fe-

cond time in vefted with that trufr, 171. difcovers and fup*

prefTcs a dangerous confpiracy, 174. is difgraced and im-

prifoned for his avarice and oppreffion, 190.

Offices, reafons why none fhould enjoy more than one, either

civil or military, at a time, iii. 57, 58.
Old Ttjiamtnt, conjectures concerning the writings of it,

iii. 48, 409.

Opium, the ufing it too much enervates both the body and

Blind
,

iii. 3 1 8 . Oracle^
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Oracle, of Delphos, fome account of it, iii. 477. its great

credit and riches, ibid.

Orange, William prince of, joins in oppofing the violence of

the Spanifli miniftry in the Netherlands, i. 78. aflifts in fup-

prefling fome infurrections, 81. retires into Germany, ibid.

is fummoned to take his trial, 84, on his not appearing, he is

proclaimed traitor and his eftate feized, ibid, procures affift-

ance, and makes a vain attempt againft the duke of Alva, 85.
makes another and more fuccefsful attempt, 88.. his fuccefs

checked by the mafTacre at Paris, ibid, retires into Holland,
which he makes the feat of war, 89. is chofen protector by
the States of Brabant, 91. is the chief inftrument of the re-

volt, 96. his great abilities and qualifications for that pur-

pofe, ibid, an attempt made on his life by a Bifcainer, 99.
he is, not long after, afTaflinated at Delph, ibid, his memory
is greatly honoured, 100. he is fucceeded in honours and

commands by his fon

Maurice, i. 100. who is chofen governor of the

United Provinces, 102. his great character as a general,
ibid, takes feveral places in the Netherlands from the Spa-

niards, 103, 105. makes reprizal for the lofs of Gftend, 106.

his increafmg power creates great jealoufy, 109, 1 10. the au-

thority of the princes of Orange an efleritial part of the go-
vernment of the United Provinces, 137. wherein it coufifted,

138, 139. how it came to be (hared among the feveral ma-

giftrates of the States, 139. his notion of the Englifti, 168.

the ill confequences of his being made fovereign-, 198, 199.
his power as ftadtholder excluded by the edict of Holland

and Weft Friezland, 212. a great character of the prince of

Orange, 212, 213.
is reftored to the office and power of lladtholder

on the death of Meffieurs de Wit, ii. 258. refufes great
offers made him by the French king, 259, makes a brave

ftand againft the French with a handful of men, 260. con-

certs an offenfive war againfr. France, 261. avoids meeting
with Sir William Temple, who was come am'baffador to

mediate a peace, 267. commands the confederates in an en-

gagement with the French, 272. its fuccefs variou fly reported,
ibid, acquires great reputation by his intrepid bravery in that

action, 27;. endeavours to come to another engagement, 276.
Is prevented by the diiTenfion of his officers, 277. takes Grave

a vigorous r.efifhnce, 278. his bravery on that occailon

L 1 3 com-
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commended, ii. 278. expofmg his perfon too much cenfured,

275, 278. was the fpirit and genius of the whole alliance,

280. is greatly affected by the death of the young prince of

Brandenburg, 283. objections againft the peace propofed in a

conference with Sir William Temple, 284, 286. is ftanch in

refufmg to betray his friends in England, 287. his great con-

fidence in Sir William Temple and diflike to lord Arlington,

292, 293. his anfwers to feveral propofals made to him by
lord Arlington, 294. and to a match propofed with the prin-
cefs Mary by lord O/fory, ibid, his fteady adherence to his

allies, 296. his fcheme for an honourable peace communi-
cated to the king of England, 296, 297. his attempt unfuc-

cefsful, 298. is offered the fovercignty of Gelderland, which
he refufes, ibid, various conjectures concerning this, 298
300. his "intention of a vifit to the court of England ground-
lefs, 300, 301. refents an impertinent letter to him from lord

Arlington, 301. is feized with the fmall-pox, 302. the extra-

ordinary concern of all ranks on that occafion, ibid, takes

a fancy to have all his victuals from Sir William Temple's
houfe during the difeafe, 303. the danger of this in cafe of

his death, ibid, his recovery much owing to his great evennefs

of temper and confhmcy of mind, ibid, marches to relieve

Eimbourg, but is too late, 308. his march, how retarded,

ibid, takes and razes Binch, 314. his conference with Sir

William Temple concerning the peace, 319, 320. his anfwer

to propcfds concerning it by the king of Great Britain, 320.
his great fincerity, and cold reception of Sir Gabriel Sylvius,,

323. confers with Sir William Temple concerning his mar-

riage, 334. his views in the choice of a wife, 335. is deter-

mined by Sir William to fix on the princefs Mar)
7

, 336.
writes to the king and duke on that fubject, 337. is fruftrated

in his attempt to relieve Bouchain, 358. befieges Maeflricht,

359. behaves with great bravery there and is wounded, ibid.

is forced to raife the liege, 360. why he defpaired of the fuc-

cefs of the war, ibid, confers with Sir William Temple on
the prefent poflure of aflairs, 361. ftnds again for him, and
defires him to write to the king to promote the peace, 371.
has another conference with him about it, 377. makes other

propofals, 380. is much difTatisfied with the king's anfwer,

385. farther reafoning about the peace, 386, 387. difapproves
of new propofals by the king, 395. prevails on the Dutch to

attempt another campaign, 398. his extraordinary bravery

tgaiofl the French at the battle of Mont Caflel, 399. retreats

with
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with great (kill, ii. 399, 400. propofes a journey to England,
which is declined by the king, 407. a meiTage from the king,
but he continues obfunate in his plan, 412. makes an in-

effectual attempt again!! Charleroy, 4 1 6, 417. various re-

flections upon his retreat from it, 417. by a journey to Eng-
land puts a flop to the proceedings at Nimeguen, 419. his

arrival at Newmarket and reception by the king and duke,

419, 420, is greatly pleafed with the princefs, and infifts on

being immediately married, 420. the king and duke are for

fettling the peace firft, ibid, the prince being obftinate, a

breach is like to enfue
;
but at length they yield, 421. the

marriage is confnmmated in a few days, 422. after feveral

debates a fchemeof the peace is agreed on, 424. one fent to

propofe it to the court of France, 425. he and the princefs
embark for Holland, ibid, diilikes a fcheme of a peace fent

from England, 427.. endeavours in vain to oppofe a treaty of

peace with France, 439. his extraordinary bravery againft
them at the battle of Mons, 455, 456. his progrefs flopped

by the account of the peace, 456. his interview with the

duke of Luxemburg, ibid, his opinion of a mefTage from the

court of England to carry on the war, 462. a prophecy of his

fuccefTion to the crown of England, 473. fufpects the king to

be a Roman Cathollck, 476. his fayiog to Sir William Tem-

ple on his being appointed a fecretary of ftate, 490. gives

him notice of the duke of York's difpleafure with him on the

princefs's account, 523. letters from Sir William Temple to

him ; congratulates him on his fucceiles, iv. 8, 9. a deflgn
to fend Sir William to Holland to conclude a treaty, which is

prevented by their fending powers to the Spaniih ambafTador to

conclude a peace, 10. the treaty drawn np by him and Sir

William, 10, n. letters from the king and duke to the prince,

which Sir William was to have delivered with their verbal

compliments, 22. informs the prince of his arrival in Hol-

land, and intention foon to wait on him, 33. congratulating

his fuccefs at the battle of SenefFe, 34. defires to know whe-

ther he ihall expect -to receive his commands at the Hague, or

wait on him elfewhere, 45. inclofing a letter from the king
in favour of a lady ; the duke inclines to defer the affair with

him till the conclufion of the peace, 241. concerning the

paffports of the ambaffadors to Nimeguen, 241, 242. encou-

rages the prince to promote the peace, ibid, informs him of

the king's inclination that he mould promote the peace for his

own intereft, 270. thanks his highnefs for the offer of lodging
LI 4 at
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at the Hague, iv. 271. intercedes for the promotion of major
Arc! cr in the army, ibid, obviating forne mifunderftandihg
between the king and the prince about the peace, 319, 320.
informs him, that Mr. Hyde was to wait on him with in-

flrucuoos which he willies he may comply with, 338, 339.

Orange, princei's dowager of, a fmart repartee of hers to

the duke of Buckingham, ii. 260. her death and excellent

character, 317. was a remarkable inilance of ceconomy, 317,

Oranges, probably not known to the Romans, iii. 214 the

excellence of that fruit, 214, 215. fome good ones produced
in England, 219.

Ordeal, an ancient Snxon manner of trial, defcribed, iii,

166, 167. is abolifhed by William the Conqueror, 167;

Ormond, duke of, letters from Sir William Temple to him,
an account of the French troops marching to affift the Dutch,
i. 236. a propofal to pni chafe part of the bifhop of Munfter's

troops, 271. reflection on the flownefs of the Dutch prepa-

rations, 272. on the rneafures proper to be purfued by Eng-
land, 1*1.229 2 39- informs him of his going for Holland

with proposals from the king to the States, iv. 345, 346.
the reafon of the king's and duke's hearty refolution to oppofe
the ambitious views of France, 346. Sir William's opinion
of the prefetn fitnation, 347. an offenfive treaty concluded

between England and Holland againft France, if they will not

fubmit to conditions, 368. the artifices of the French to pre-
vent it, ihid. bis proceedings interrupted by the artifice of

du Crofs, 413, 414. the villainy of du Crofs difcovered, and
he difcredited, 417. the bravery of the prince and lord Of-

fory in an aclion near Mons, 418. the prince informed of

the peace, ibid, the king and prince diflatisfied with the States

ambafiador's iigrnng the treaty wirhout Spain, 419. the prince
cenfures the imfteadinefs of the Engliih court, 420. Sir Wil-

liam's opinion of it, 421. the treaty between France and

Holland ratified on conditions, 436, 437. letters from the

duke of Ormond to Sir William Temple ; thanks him for a

prefent of BruiFels camblet, i. 478. complains of -an inter-

dict of a free trade between England and Ireland, ibid, thanks

him for civilities to his nephew, 479. informs him of the fup-

preiTion of fome commotions in Scotland, ibid, congratulates
the fuccefs of his negotiations, 480. defigns to fupplant him
in the place of lord lieutenant cf Ireland

\
how prevented, ii,

5 2 5> 5 2
7-
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Orpheus, his myftical theology, whence derived, iii. 440.

how different from the opinion of Pythagoras, ibid.

Oftr is, fome account of him, iii. 308.

Ojory, lord, makes a voyage to .Holland with lord Arling-

ton, ii, 287. propofes to the prince of Orange a match with

the princefs Mary, 294,
Oftend, the long and remarkable fiege of, i. 105, 106".

why forced to furrender though the communication by fea

was open, 106.

Oude'iard, the prince of Orange attempts to befiege it, ii.

276. is prevented by the French, 277.

Qveryffell^ its constitution, i, 143.
Ovid, his character as a poet, iii. 405,

P.

Pachacamac, the fupreme being of the Peruvians, their no-

tion of him, iii. 306, 307.

Pagans, fome account of the fources of their theology and

idolatry, iii. 306, 307.
Painters, faid to have fallen in love with their own works,

iii. 398.
Palatine, Eleftor, his importance and fituation in the em-

pire, ii. 209. enters into a league with the emperor and
other princes for the defence of the German Liberty, 281.

being provoked at the ravages of the French, fends marfhal

Turenne, their general, a challenge, ibid, prevails on feveral

other powers to join him in opppfmg them, 281, 282. let-

ter from Sir William Temple to him concerning Philipfburg
and reparation from France for the damages he had fuflained

by the war, iv. 427, 428.

Paracelfus, introduced a new fcheme of phyfick, iii. 284,

472. it foon fell in to decay, 472.
Paradife, what meant by that word in eaftern parts, iii.

207, 208. many different kinds made by eaftern princes, 208.

Paris, the maflacre of, checks the revolt of the Low Coun-
tries from the Spaniards, i. 88.

Parliament, when that word was firft ufed, iii. 160. whe-
ther any in the time of William the Conqueror, uncertain,
1 86. See England.
Parma, the duchefs of, made governefs of the Low Coun-

tries, i. 75. her mild and prudent adminiftration, 76. 83*
fhe is removed from it, 83.

Parma,,
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Parma, duke of, made governor, i. 92. hisintereft frrength-

ened by the raalecontent party, ibid, greatly reduces the re-

volted provinces by his valour and addrefs, 101. his death,

103.

Parr, his remarkable old age, iii. 275.
Parrot, a remarkable (lory of one, ii. 279.
Patriarchs, what tended to the length of their lives, in. 27 1 .

Paulinus, a Roman general, defeats the revolted Britains,

iii. 84.
Paulo Padre, his great character as a modem writer, iii.

484.

Peace, when the befr, time to make an advantageous one,

i. 1 14, 4 1 6, 444. propofals from the States of Holland to the

king about a treaty of peace, \\. 248. articles agreed on at

London, 250. the king's mediation for a general peace ac-

cepted by the -French, 254, 261. Sir William Temple fent

to propofe it to the States, 265. the propofal fhifted, 266.

difputes about the place of treating, 305. is at laft fixed at

Nimeguen, 307. obstructions from France and animofities in

England hinder it, 311. the meeting of the crongrefs, with

the difpofitions of the feveral parties, 338, 339. See Ni-

meguen.
Peaches, whence fifft brought into Italy, iii. 211. their an-

cient name, ibid, which the Deft, and where produced, 218,

219. various kinds in England, and which befr, 223, 274.
directions for grafting them, 232.

Pears, the firft, whence firfl brought into Italy, iii. 211.

what kinds in England the befr, 225. directions for grafting

them, 232.

Pedantry, whence it arifes, iii. 468, 469. the fcorn of it a

great flop to the advancement of learning, ibid.

Peerage, of England, greatly different from what it was in

queen Elizabeth's time, iii. 63.

Pekin, the imperial city of China, defcribed, iii. 320. the

large and magnificent palace there, 320, 321.

Penfioner, at Amftendam, his office, i. 119. of Holland,

his office and great influence in the ftate, 122, 123.

People, a multitude of, the natural ground of trade, iii. 6.

by what multiplied j their numbers, how to be increafed, 58,

59-
Perault, monfieur, his apology for having given the pre-

ference of the modern to that of the ancient learning, iii. 474,

475-
Peru,
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Peru, an inftance of great cruelty there, iii. 337. its extent

and bounds, ibid, fabulous origin and ancient ftate, 338. hif-

tory, laws, cuftoms, policy, religion, &c. 338 347. know-

ledge very early there, 433.
Pkatdris, his epiftles, one of the oldeft and beft books of

its kind, iii. 463. a character of him and his book, ibid.

Pharifses, their doctrines, whence derived, iii. 493.

Philip, of Burgundy, thefirft who united the feventeen pro-

vinces, i. 73. his character and wife adminiftration, 73, 74.
II. reduced the Low Countries under a fubordinate

government, i. 75. he greatly provokes them by his arbitrary

proceedings, 83, 84. his fcheme for recovering them to the

obedience of Spain, 104. his death, 106.

, king of France, inftigates Robert, fon of William

the Conqueror, to fet up in Normandy independent of his fa-

ther, iii. 177, 179. this the firfl occafion of his war with

England, 182. his feoff on William's ficknefs, with the an-

fwer to it, 184, 185.

Philipjlurg, taken by the Imperialifts, ii. 360.

Philology, not allowed to be a fcience, iii. 490.

Philofophers Stone, the fearch after it ridiculed, iii. 489, 490.

Philofophy, how introduced into the world, iii. 199. natural

philofophy of fmall importance, ibid, is exploded by three of

the greateft and wifeft men, 200. various fruitlefs enquiries in

it, ibid, wherein chiefly deficient, 201. the agreement much
better in moral philofophy, ibid, what the chief object of it,

ibid, why philofophers are averfe to publick employments,

205, 206. and why mod commonly lung livers, 278, 279.
Phoenicians, their origin, iii. 440, 441. famous for learning

and navigation, ibid.

Phyficians, practife leaft on themfelves or their friends, iii.

248. are chiefly employed in great cities or populous coun-

tries, 281. what the proper ufe pf phyfick, ibid, the ufe of

it, by whom introduced, 282. was long unknown at Babylon
and at Rome, ibid, phyficians were banifhed Rome many
years, ibid, the antiquity and progrefs of phyfick, 283. fe-

veral attacks on the profeflion, 285. phyficians have fre-

quently the moft learning, ibid, their profeffion as certain ag

thofe of divinity or law, ibid, the defects in this fcience, 286.

the ufe of fimples and fpecific remedies too much neglected,

ibid, the great advantages of keeping a regifter of their reme-

dies, ibid, fome of the Roman practice recommended, ibid.

differ
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Differ fometimes greatly in opinion, iii. 291, 292. \vhat the

tafeft and moft prudent courfe for a phyfician to follow, 292.

Pifts, Tome account of them, iii. 78.
Picus de Mirandula, a fovereign prince in Italy, a prodigy

of learning, iii. 466, 467.
Plants

',
feveral of excellent ufe as medicines, iii. 293.

PlatQ) one of the firft philofbphers whofe works have ef-

caped the injuries of time, iii. 444.

P/eafure, the danger of indulging it to excefs, iii. 275.

Pliny, the moil learned of the Romans, his teftimony of

the uncertainty and weaknefs of human knowledge, iii. 501.

Ploughing') a barbarous method of it in Ireland, iii. 20.

Plumbs, from whence brought into Italy, iii. 212. many
different kinds of them, ibid, what forts the belt in England,

225.

Poetry, the fame as wit in the Runick language, iii. 395.

why called divine, ibid, has been generally reckoned fuper-

natural, 395> 39^ this abfurd, ibid, painting, mufick, and

eloquence combined in it, 398, 399. is dcbafed by the ro-

mantic accounts of it, 400. what the true and natural fource

of poetry, 401. the infpiration of it, why afcribed to Apollo,
ibid, invention the mother of it, ibid, great application ne-

cefTary to its improvement, ibid, feveral requifites to perfect if,

401, 402. who entitled to the character of poet, 403. the

two beft poets compared, ibid, high encomium en Homer and

his poetry, 404. French criticks on it cenfured, ibid, the ab-

furdity of confining it to rules, 404, 405. the only right ufe

of rules in it, 405. who only deferve that name, 406. was

the moft ancient of all writings, ibid, feveral proofs of this,

406, 407 objection againft this anfwered, 409. more eafily

committed to memory, ibid, what the original fubjecb of po-

etry, 410 changes that have happened in it, 411. its decay
followed that of the Roman empire, 412. its gradual de-

creafe, 413,414. its drefs during the barbarous times, z7>.

419. who its firfl reformers, 419. corruptions of the modern,
feveral kinds of, 420,421. ftate of the Englidi poetry, 423.

poetry in high efteem from the earlieft times, 427, 428. the

excellency of poetry and mulick fell with the Romans, 428.
are iViil and ever will be efteemed by the better part of man-

kind, 429. the French only pretend to vie with the ancient

poetry, 452. this ill founded, ibid, tranflations, Virgil's lafl

eclogue, 529 535. Horace* 'lib. iv. ode 7. 535, 536. ode 13.

36, 537. lib. iii. ode 29. 539 542. Horace, 543. Tibul-

lus,
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lus, lib. iv. el. 2. Hi. 543, 544. verfes writ upon the approach
of the (here of Harwich, begun under the mafr, 537, 539-

Pomegranates, whence named and brought into Italy, iii. 211.

Pompqne, monfieur, letter from Sir William Temple to him

concerning the paflports for the feveral plenipotentiaries to meet

at Nimeguen, iv. 152.

Poor, the great importance and advantage of taking proper
care of them, iii. 54.

Pope, his mediation at the treaty of Nimeguen rejected by
feveral of the parties, ii. 392. is fet afide, 393. his nuncio

arrives at Nimeguen, 404. all commerce with him declined

by the minifters of proteftant princes, 405.

Portfmoittb, duchefs of, joins the duke ofMonmouth's party

againft the lord treafnrer, ii. 493.

Portugal, prince regent of, letter from Sir William Temple
to him in anfwer to an acknowledgment of fervice done to

him by Sir William, ii. 79.

Precedency, among crowned heads, difputes concerning it,

368, 369. SirWilliamTemple's prudence on that 0003/100,370.

Princes, their great influence and duty in the world, iii. 31.
their difficult fituation, 41, 42. princes and minifters of flate

to be pitied rather than envied, 46. dire6tions for their con-

duel, 46, 47. are often in moft danger when they think them-

felves the fafeft, 171. the ill confequences ofmif-tirning their

councils, 175.

Privy Seal, lord, letter from Sir William Temple to him ;

reafons for the Dutch being earneft for a peace, iv. 51, 52.
the difpofition of Spain to it, 52. and of the emperor and

princes of the empire, 53. of Sweden and Denmark, 54. of

a fecret tampering with France, 54, 55.

Procurator, letter from Sir William Temple to the procu-
rator of Holland upon the rights of ambafladors, ii. r 55.

Prophecy, 'a remarkable one concerning the peace, ii. 340.
reflection on it, 341. concerning the prince of Orange's ac-

ceflion to the crown of England, 473. not an excellence of

nature or art, but an immediate gift of God, iii. 304.

Providence, the great influence of, in deciding the fate of

nations, i. 210, 21 1.

Provinces, United, the rife of that commonwealth, i. 64.
when and by whom united, 73. foreign troops, by whom in-

troduced among them, 74. are made a fubordinate govern-

ment, 75. feveral cauies of their averfion to the Spaniards,

75, 76. procure a difmiflion of the Spani/h troops, 76. make

great
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great oppofition to a number of new hi/hops impofed upon
them, i. 76, 77. many of the reformed fly thither from per-
fecutions in other countries, ibid, this makes many converts

and work for the inquifition, 77, 78. the extirpation of he-

refy attempted by the inquifition, 79, 80. all ranks of peo-

ple oppofe this, 80. and gives the firft rife to the revolt of the

Low Countries, 81. other caufes concurring to it, 89. they
make an agreement with the prince of Orange to expel all

foreign foldiers, 90. attempts in confequencc of this, ibid, the

original frame and conftitution of the commonwealth, 92, 93.
this figned by the prince of Orange and by feveral cities, 94.
the dominion of them offered to, and refufed, both by England
and France, 95. are opprefTed by the abfolutcnefs of their

magiftrates, and drove to defperate refolutions, 95, 96. the

true fprings of their revolt, 96. and of the growth of the

commonwealth, 97. the reformed religion eftablimed in all

the provinces, 99. have great hopes of affifbnce from Eng-
land, 100. are reduced to great diftrefs by the duke of Par-

ma, i or. fue for fuccours, and offer their dominion to queen
Elizabeth, ibid, are furnimed with great fupplies of men and

money by her, ibid, fwear obedience to the EngliQi general
as their governor, ibid, their gratitude to queen Elizabeth,
102. are courted to make peace, and treated as free States, by
Spain, 107. a general aver/ion to a peace with Spain, 108,

political reafons for this, 108 no. their independency ac-

knowledged by Spain, and a truce concluded for twelve years,
100. particular refpeft fhewn to the Englifh ambafTador, ibid.

their good underftanding with Henry IV. of France, in. ob-

fervation on the beginning and fettlement of their government,
ibid, a frefh rupture with Spain, how prevented, 113, 114.
not properly a commonwealth, but a confederacy for mutual

defence, 114, 115. the main ingredients of the compofition
of their government, 115. the ancient ftate of, very fluctu-

ating and little known, iii. 450. See Dutch and Holland.

Prujean, Dr. a humorous account of his being confulted

concerning a young lady, ii. 475.

Ptolemy, a yaft number of books in his library, iii. 432.
Puiten, the ruart of, eldeft brother to Monfieur de Witt,

accufed of a defign upon the prince of Orange's life, ii. 257.
is fentenced to be banifhed, ibid, he and his brother are torn

to pieces by the mob at the Hague, 258.

Pythagoras, his excellent rule fora happy life, ii. 552. his

character vindicated, 476, 477, was the founder of the Gre-

cian



INDEX.
cian philofophy and Italick feet, iii. 436. his great character

and improvements, ibid, the golden verfes afcribed to Mm.

fpurious, ibid, whether he left any writings, uncertain, ibid.

his travelling and great labour to acquire knowledge, 437.
whence his philofophy and notions of tranfmigration derived,

437440.
(fc

Quixot, Don, the moft excellent composition of fatire and

ridicule that has or will appear, iii. 422. its author the chief

of the Spanifti writers, 464. a cenfure of it by an ingenious

Spaniard, 469.
R.

Rabelais, the father of ridicule, his character, m. 422.
Rabbinical learning, amongft the Jews, of little ufe, 1*1*1.494.

Racine, monfieur, his fatire on his countrymen who prefer
the modern to the ancient learning, iii. 474.

Regifters, Publick, of land, the great advantages of them,
Hi. 53. objection againfl them anfwered, 54.

Religion, that of the reformed eftabliflied in the United

Provinces, 1.99, 171. variety of religion in different coun-

tries, the operation of the divine will and providence, 171 .

what the great and general ends of all religion, 172, 173. to

promote religion without conviction, abfurd, ibid, and to put

weight on dubious points, 174. was one of the firft caufes of

the revolt of the Low Countries, ibid, effect of the firft per-
fecution of the reformed in Germany, 175. what promoted
the reformed religion in the Seven Provinces, 175, 176. Ro-
man Catholicks, why excepted from the protection of the laws,

in Holland, 177, 178. on what conditions tolerated, 178.

authority in point of religion unreafonable, 180. why lefs

hurtful in Holland than 'mother places, 182. controverfies in

religion a hindrance to the adviacement of learning, iii. 465.
Reuchlyn, one of the reftorers of the Latin tongue in Eu-

rope, iii. 452.
Revenues, of Amflerdam, fome account of them, i. 120,

121.

Rhime, whence that word derived, iii. 414.
Rhine^ river, its ancient courfe, i. 146.
Riches, judicious remarks on them, i. 160, 194. the foun-

dation of the riches of Holland, 195, 196. infbnces of their

being defpifed by many, iii. 267. doubtful whether among
the goods or evils of life, 268. are deftructive of the profpe-

rity of a country, 467, 468,

Riehlicu,
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Richlieu, cardinal, a chief promoter of the grandeur 6f

France, ii. 222, 223. planned the conquefl of Flanders by
the French, 544. promoted the rebellion agamft king Charles I*

in Scotland, 545. the intention of his academy, iii. 423.
Ridicule, a check to the advancement of learning, iii. 470*

Is too much the itch of our age and climate, ibid.

Roanez y duke de, letter from him to Sir William Temple,
complaining of the continuation of hoftilities, and that he had
not regular information of the peace to put a flop to them,
i. 519.

Robberies and Thefts',
the fanguinary laws againft them con*

demned, iii. 55. other methods to prevent them, 56.

Robert, duke of Normandy, father of William the Con-

queror, foine remarkable anecdotes of his hiftory, iii. 103,

104, 105.

, eldefl: fon of William the Conqueror, fets up for

independency in the dukedom of Normandy, iii. 177. his cha-

racter, ibid, is encouraged by the French king, ibid, pre*

pares to oppofe an invafion by his father and the Englidi, 178.
overthrows his father in an engagement, ibid, their remark-

able reconciliation on that occafion, 178, 179. is iniiigated

by the French to a frefh revolt, ibid, upon his father's appear-
ance is again reconciled to him, 180. is brought to England
with his father, and fent to war againft the Scots, ibid, fent

again to Normandy, and his brother afTociated with him in

the government, 181. takes meafures with the French king
to divefl his brother, 182. See Henry.

Rocbefter, biihop of, a letter of compliments from Sir Wil-

liam Temple to him, iv. 328.
Rsman flate, the original form of it, i. 34. the ruin of it,

whence, 35. a character of the Hollanders by the old Ro-
man writers, 164. the policy of the Romans in giving Latin

terminations to barbarous names of places, iii. 71. inftances

of this, ibid, their firft invafion of Britain, 76, 83. their fe-

cond expedition there, 83. get the better after feveral hard

druggies, 83, 84. their policy in introducing their laws and

cuftoms, ibid, build fome walls and forts there, 85. after

many various encounters are forced to quit theifland, 86. are

unable to afiift the Britons when fued to for fuccours, 87*

upon the fall of the Roman empire all learning was buried in

its ruins, iii. 450. the Roman language, when in its purity,

463, 464.
Rcmances,
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Romances, an ancient kind of writing, iii. 411. a kind of

poetry in profe, ibid, what the moil ancient of that kind,
ibid, the bell: of the moderns, 412.

Romulus, the founder of the Roman city and (rate, iii. 310.
Rout, the leader of the Normans into Normandy, iii. 105.

on what condition he obtained that duchy, ibid.

Rzujillon, the Irate of affairs there at the time of the nego-
ciation of a general peace, il. 281.

Ruart. See Putten.

Rue, the ufe of it as a medicine recommended, iii. 294.
Runic character, fome conjectures concerning it and its in-

ventor, iii. 355, 356, 414. the Runic poetry decried, and its

characters aboiifhed, 400, 401. this a great lofs to northern

hiftory, 401. their writings were moft in verfe, 407. and
writers called by different names, 414. many various kinds of

Runes, 415. fome of their different conftructions, ibid, what
their common vein and fubjects, 415, 416. were fupported by
enchantments, ibid, fome remains of this poetry among the

Irim, 418.

RuJJel, lord, heads the party that promoted the exclufion

bill, ii. 532. carries it to the houfe of lords, 533.

Ruvigny, moafieur de, fent to learn the intentions of the

French concerning a propofed peace, ii. 436. returns without

a fatisfying anfwer, ibid.

Ruyter, monfieur de9 killed in an engagement with the

French fleet, ii. 330.

S.

Sadducees, their notions, and whence derived, iii. 493.

Saffron, much commended as a medicine, iii. 294.

Sage, commended as an excellent medicine, iii. 293. is car-

ried in great quantities to the Indies, ibid.

Salinas, don Bernard de, minifter from Spain in England,
endeavours to make a difference between the king and parlia-

ment, ii. 401. is ordered to depart the kingdom, ibid.

Sanchez, Alonzo, faid to have firft difcovered America, iii.

335-
Sande, marquis of, an ambaflador at Madrid, mot dead in

the ftreets there, i. 487.
Sand-wick, earl of, a letter from him to Sir William Tem-

ple ; he informs him, that the treaty was figned at Madrid,
and of fome removes at that court, 1.485. his intended jour-

ney from Madrid to Portugal, and Mr. Godolphin's return

VOL. IV, Mm from



INDEX.
from thence to England, i. 486. fome occurrences in Spain
and Portugal, 486, 487.

Saracens, carried fpoils of learning along \vith their con-

quefts, iii. 451. the good effects of it, ibid.

Saturn, who, iii. 307.

Sayille, Sir George, letter from Sir William Temple to him ;

a furmife of a new difference between Spain and France, i.

312. reflection on the calm ftate of the court of Rome, ibid.

letter from him to Sir William ; his opinion of the French,

468. in treats the continuance of his friendship, with fome re-

flections on the prefent fituation of affairs,- 471.

Saxons, whence fo called, i. 143. their ancient feats, ibid.

feveral of their cuftoms fiill remaining in England, 144. their

origin, iii. 87. are called to affift the Britons againft the Picts,

88. they arrive and fettle in Britain, 89. two Saxon king-
doms eftablifhed there, ibid, their invafions of the Britons,

89, 90. and treachery to them, 91. bring over great numbers
of their countrymen, among whom were the Angles, ibid.

fee England ; fubdue the whole province, and eftablifti feven

kingdoms in it, ibid, drive rnofl of the Britons into Wales
and Cornwall, 92. reduce the reft to a flateof fervitude, 93.
fall out, and have many fierce wars among themfelves, ibid.

obfcure accounts of thefe, 94. they firil eitablifhed England
into a kingdom, ibid, and introduce their laws, cuftoms,

titles, &c. 94, 95. and their religion, 95, 96. memoirs of

thenvhow full preferved, 96. the great fimplicity and plain-

nefs of their ancient laws, 163, 164. the general good cha-

racter of their kings, 191. the fimplicity and plainnefsof their

times and cuiloms, ibid.

Saxony, elector of, his importance in the empire, ii. 209.
Beheld,- river, its iflfue and courfe, i. 146.

Scotland, a rebellion breaks out there, ii. 507. confultations

about fuppreffing it, 507, 508. is foon quelled by forces under

the duke of Monmouth, ibid.

Scots, their origin, iii. 78. the northem parts of Ireland, as

well as of Britain, called Scotland, ibid, by whom firft fa

called, 94: their attempts in favour of Edgar Atheling, 150

157. fee Malcolm ; the Englifh language, when introduced

into Scotland, 165.

Scout, at Amfterdam, his office, i. 119.

Scythians, invade the northern .parts of Britain and Ireland,

iii, 78. arguments to prove their invafion, 79, 80. the fitu-

ation,



INDEX.
ation, divifion, and boundaries of Scythia, iii. 347, 348. an-

cient ftace, and feveral conquefh, 348, 349.
Sea, changes its courfe, advancing on one coafl and yield-

ing on another, i. 145. the dominion of", when firft claimed by
the crown of England, iii. 99.

SeneffC) a battle there between the confederates and the

French, i. 272, fuccefs of, dubious, and vaiioufly reported,
ibid, a particular account of it, 275.

SerinchampS) monfienr, envoy for Lorrain at the treaty of

Nimeguen, ii. 327. his arguments for prince Charles's right to

that duchy, 327, 328.

Sefqftris, a great AfTyrian hero, his conqueils, iii, 309. his

ftory very obfcure, ibid.

Shaftejbury, earl of, his muffling character, ii. 286. is fuf-

pefted of promoting feditious fchemes, 287. violently oppofes
the miniflry, 309. joins the duke of Monmouth in oppofing
the court, 477. is named by the king for preftdent of the

new council, 496. is much oppofed by Sir William Temple,
ibid, endeavours to bring the council into difcredit, and joins
the duke of Monmouth, 497. does much mifchief in publick

affairs, 498, 502, 507, 512. is turned out of the council, 518.
his father endeavours to inflame the nation, 521, 530. pre-
fents the duke of York, at the king's bench, as a recufant,

530. the effect of this on the publick, ibid, his bold vaunt to

the earl of Eflex, 530, 531.

Sheen, Sir James, his project with the earl of EfTex to get
him promoted to be lord lieutenant of Ireland, ii. 526. how
fruftrated, 527.

Sherbitrn, an Englifhman, a remarkable decifion in his fa-

vour againft Warren, a Norman, iii. 134.

Ships, two prodigious ones of antiquity, iii. 280.

Sicily, abandoned by the French, ii. 438.

Sidney, colonel Algernon, letter from Sir William Temple
to him, promifing to forward fome letters from him, and re-

gretting his being fo far out of the reach and correfpondence
of his friends, i. 284.

,
Sir Philip, commended as the greateft poet and befl

genius among the moderns, iii. 412.
, Mr. letters from Sir William Temple to him ; in-

forms him of his being fent for to England, and frequent con-

ferences with the king about the plan of a peace, iv. 100. this

muft be determined by the event of the campaign, ibid, con-

gratulating his happy fituation at Lyons, 122. the prefent
M m 2 pofhirc
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pofture of affairs, with conjectures as to the events of them,
iv. 123.

Silvius, Sir Gabriel, fent as a perfon of truft by the king to

the prince of Orange, ii. 323. the intention of this, how
fruftrated, 323, 324.

Snow, an extraordinary {form of, ii. 470.

Soil, the importance of it for a good garden, Hi. 221.

Varro's advice, as to a bad foil, 221, 222. which the beft foil,

222.

Solomon, his curious gardens, iii. 209.

Soot, oi'Smuttinefs, in fruit-trees, how to cure, iii. 233,234.
South

, parts of the world, why very litde known, iii. 457,

458.
Spain, its former greatnefs, ii. 215. the occafions of its de-

cay, 216. its intereft and importance with refpect toother

powers in Europe, 216 218. their pretenfions at the treaty

ofNimeguen, 383. their unaccountable negligence in aban-

doning Flanders, 400. their minifters in England foment heats

in the parliament, 401. are under a neceffity to makepeace
with France, 454. the remarkable temperance and fobriety of

the Spaniards, iii. 274.

Spencer, his character as a poet, iii. 419, 420.

Spleen, whence it proceeds, i. 169. the Dutch, why not

fubjedt to it, 169, 170. England, why faid to be the region
of it, iii. 426. its bad effects, 426, 427.

Stafford, lord, the fpring of his profecution, ii. 533.

Starernberg, count, taken prifoner at the battle of SenefFe,

i. 276. a joke of his on that occaficn, ibid.

States, of Holland, their times and place of meeting, i. 123.
their bufinefs at different times, ibid, how called on extraor-

dinary occafions, ibid, method of proceeding, 123, 124.

meetings, on what occafion firft appointed, 126. comparifon
of a (late to a (hip, howjuft, iii. 65. the fatal confequences
of their divifions, 66.

Statues, extraordinary inftances of the admiration of them,
iii. 398, 399.

Stetin, taken by the elector of Brandenburgh, iii. 430.

Stigand, archbifhop of Canterbury, joins Edgar Atheling in

Scotland againft William the Conqueror, iii. 145. is taken

prifoner and deprived by that prince, 150.

Stoicks, their notions of happinefs, iii. 202.

Stomach, remedies for diforders of it, iii. 298.
Straf-
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Strafiurg, bifhopof, his character, ii. 210. is in the intcrefls

of France, ibid.

Stratman, monfieur, one of the Imperial ambafladors, ar-

rives atNimeguen to attend the treaty, ii. 396. difputes with

the French about the ceremonial, 397.
Subjection, the origin of it, i. 46, 47.
Suevi, fome account of that people, iii. 87. SecSaxonf.

Suffolk, earl of, joins in a confpiracy againft William the

Conqueror, iii. 173.

Sunderland, lord, joins the duke of Monmouth's party

againft the lord treafurer, ii. 493. approves of the fcheme of

a new council, 495. joins in confidence to confult with Sir

William Temple, &c. 499. is {truck out of the council, 540.
reafons for this, 540, 542. letters from Sir William Temple
to him, in anfwer to two from his lordfhip, recalling him from

Holland ;
the prince of Orange defires him to go without

taking notice of his abfolute revocation, Sir William's reafons

for being of the fame opinion, 463, 464. congratulating him
on a new employment, and his fatisfacYion with publick af-

fairs, 464, 465.
Surinam, the difpute about it between the Englifh and the

Dutch of little confequence, ii. 235.

Swane, king of Denmark, lands with a great force in Eng-
land, to revenge the treacherous maffacre of his countrymen
there, iii. 100. his fuccefs, ibid.

Sweden, the nature of its government, ii. 211. their in*

tereft and importance with regard to Germany, ibid, and

Holland, 212. to France and Spain, ibid, to England, 213.
the Swedes, at the mitigation of France, invade the duke of

Brandenburgh's dominions, 284. the effects of this inroad,

ibid, they begin to ravage the country, 302. the States refufe

to receive memorials from the Swedifh ambaflador, ibid, are

earneft in their purfuit of peace, 362. their high pretenfions
to precedency, 368. difpures between them and the Danes

like to break off the conferences at Nimeguen, 417, 418,

fufpecled of making a feparate treaty with France, 418.

Swift, dean, his preface to the third part of the Memoirs,
ii. 483 487. to the firil edition of the Mifcellanea, part 3,

iii. 32.
T.

Talc-tellers, and poets, formerly officers in the family of

tjie great in Ireland, iii. 418.
M m 3 7d-
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Tamerlane, one of the greateft conquerors that ever was in

the world, iii. 349. his feveral conquefts, 349, 350. his faith

and honour to the Greeks, ibid, his excellent and heroick

character, 350.

Tartars, their conqueft of China, iii. 318, 333. when

completed, 334.
Tax, Land, \vhen, and on what occafion, firft impofed in

England, 'iii. 135.

Temperance, its efficacy in the cure of inveterate difeafes,

iii. 261, 262. great encomiums on it ; wherein it confifts,

263.

Temple* Sir Jzbn, letters from Sir William to him concern-

ing his concluding a treaty with the bifhopof Murder, i. 229.
account of his dangerous and fatiguing journey to thebifhiop
of Mu nfler, to prevent his agreeing to a treaty with the French

and Dutch at Cleve, 261. the grounds of the late war with

Holland, 305. the occafion of his fudden return to England,
and back again to Holland, 313. he is employed as ambaf-

fador to Holland, 459. a defign to abridge his allowance,

461. defiling his advice, whether he fliould accept of the

employment 46^, thanks for a prefent, ii. 167. informs him
of his wife's arrival from Holland, 175. a difpute between

the captain of the yacht and the commander of the Dutch
fleet concerning the flag, 177. his wife is well received at

court, and her behaviour at i'ea commended, 178. he kifles

the king's hand, and his con duct approved on the conclufiorr

of his embafTy, ibid, refolves to live retired for the future, 179.
informs him of his brother's arrival from Paris, ibid. Sir

George Downing fent ambafladcr to Holland, but is foon re-

called and fent to the Tower, 180. the ill effects of the war
with Holland, 181. is appointed to conclude a fudden peace
with the Dutch, iv, 18. his reafons for declining to go as am-

baffador, ibid, is prevented by a fubmiffion from the States to

the Spanifh ambaflador, who concludes the peace with Sir

William, in three days, 19, 20. defires his advice about ac-

cepting the office of atnbnfTador extraordinary to the court of

Spain, which the king had offered him, 21 . by his advice he

refutes it, 2.3. a conversation between him and lord Arling-
ton about his being appointed fecretary cf ftate, 23 26. his

reafons for declining it, 26, 27. he is appointed ambaifador

extraordinary to the Srates, 27, 28. reafons for fixing on Ni-

jiieguen for the place of congrefs, 118, 120. the difpofiticns

of the feveral parties, 131, is fent for tp England to accept

the
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the fecretary of ftate's office, iv. 332. the king's generous offer

to him, 333' why he declines the office, ibid, conference

with his majefty on a propofal of terms of peace to the prince
-of Orange, 334. Sir William declines the journey, and gets
Mr. Hyde appointed for it, 334, 335- his fondnefs of his gar-
den and retirement, 335. account of the prince of Orange's
arrival in England, and his marriage, 336, 337. is perfuaded

unwillingly to go with the offer of terms of a peace with the

court of France, 338.

Temple',
Sir William^ his birth and education, i. ix. his tra-

vels and marriage, ix. x. conduct in the parliament of Ire-

land, x. xi. is fent to conclude a treaty with the bifhop of

Munfler, xii. made resident at BrufTels, ibid, concludes a

treaty between England, Sweden, and Holland, xiii. gains
the confidence of monfieur de Witt, ibid, is fent ambafTador

extraordinary to Aix la Chapelle, ibid, makes a treaty of

peace there, ibid, is ambafTador extraordinary to Holland,
ibid, his great regard and influence there, xiv. is foon re-

called, ibid, refufes to promote a war with Holland, ibid, is

ill ufed at court on that account, ibid, is employed to make
a treaty of peace with Holland, xv. refufes fome great em-

ployments, ibid, is ambaflador in Holland, and affifh in the

treaty of Nitneguen, ibid, gains the efteem and confidence of

the prince of Orange, 'ibid, faves the lives of five Englifli

officers, xvi. is fent for to accept the office of fecretary of

fhite, ibid, the occafion of his difference with lord Arlington,
xvii. fent a third time ambafTador to the States, with whom
he concludes a treaty, xviii. again declines the office of fecre-

tary, ibid, by his advice the king choofes a new privy council,

xix. is difgufled with publick proceedings, and retires, xx. is

efteemed by the king and many of the courtiers, xxi. the

marriages and death of his fon, ibid, continues refpefted by

king James and king William, xxii, xxiii. his death and bu-

rial, xxiv. his character, xxv xxviii. letters from himjx>

feveral minifters of ftate, &c. 229 356. his fpeech to the

States General, propofmg a treaty of alliance with them, 3^6.

fpeech at his audience of leave after concluding it, 358. his

fentence in the differences between Holland and Portugal, ii.

59. his addrefs to his fon, with his memoirs, 243. is employed
to go to Holland to treat of a peace, 248. determines rather

to treat at London than the Hague, 249. articles of a treaty

foon agreed on between him and the Spanifh ambafTador, 250.
is propofcd by the king to be fent ambafTador to Spain, 252.

M m 4 is
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s determined by his father to refufe that employment, ii. 252,

253. declines the office of fecretary of irate, 253. is pro-

pofed as ambaflador to Holland, 254. his free conference with

the king, 262, 263. goes ambaflador extraordinary to Hol-

land, 265. his attempts to bring about a peace, how obflructed,

266, 267. his proceedings approved of by the king, 268. his

conference with the penfioner of Holland concerning the

peace, 270, 271. and with the prince of Orange, 284, 286.

lord Arlington attempts to difcredit him with the king, 289.
his conference with that lord on his arrival at the Hague, 290,
201. his open and fair dealing with him, 291, 292. the ef-

fect of this, and confidence of the prince in him, 292, 293- is

prevented by points of ceremony from having an interview

with the elector of Brandenburgh, 305. is called to England
for a (hort time, 308. his conference with the king, 310.
\vith the prince of Orange, after his return to the Hague, on

the terms of peace, 319. makes a propofal from the king on

that flib! eel, 320. his anfwer to it, and refufing to be con-

cerned in a ieparate treaty, 321. his great credit and con-'

fidence with the prince of Orange, 323. his correfpondence
with lord Arlington, at an end, ibid, difcourfe with the prince
of Orange concerning his marriage, 334. his lady carries a

letter from the prince to the king and duke on that fubjecl,

337. the difpofitions of the feveral parties at Nimeguen, when
he arrived there, 338, 339. is in danger by an accident as he

enters it, 343. confers with the French ambafiadors on the

terms of pence ; they put great confidence in him, 344, 345.
declines any concern in feparate treaties, 346, 347. is fent for

by the prince of Grange to give his opinion of the fnccefs of

the treaties, 361. is again fent for by him, and inflructed to

\vrite to the king to promote the peace, 370, 371. his dif-

courfe with penfioner Fagel on the fame fiibjecf, 372. dif-

iujides him from thinking of a feparate peace, 375. reports
the fubftance of the conference to the prince of Orange, 377.
communicates what he had learned to the king and fecretaries

of ftate, 378. gets his majefty's anfwer, ibid, farther pro-

pofals made by the prince to him, 379 381. which he tranf-

inits to his majefty, 381. has another conference with pen-
iioner Fagel, 382. the king's anfwer is far from latisfying the

prince, 385. is charged by him with a new commiinon to

the king, 386. has another conference with the prince, 394.
makes another propofal to him from the king, which is no lefs

ing, 396, his \yife pbfervation on councils and in-*

terdti
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terefts of princes and ftates, ii. 400. his method of judging of

the refolutions of a ftate, 401. declines accepting the fecre-

tary of ftate's office, 407. goes to England on a fecond mef-

fage from the king, 407, 408. his free converfation with him,
ibid, reflections on the eafy and unfteady difpofition of the

king, ib. 409. prevails on the king to excufe his accepting the

fecretary's office, and to continue fecretary Coventry, 410. has

feveral conferences with the king, 410 412. is mentioned to

go to France with the propofals of peace, 424. is prefled by
the king to go to Holland, which he declines, 432. is em-

ployed to make a fpeech for the king to the parliament, with

a view to a war with Holland, 433. refufes to treat with the

French ambafTador about the peace, 435. offers to refign his

places and pretenfions, and live private, 436. this refufed by
the lord treafurer, ibid, goes to Holland with Mr. Van Lewen
to perfuade the Dutch to carry on the war, 442. his confer-

ences with feveral of the principal burgomafters, ibid, reports
thefe to the prince of Orange, ibid, is greatly furprized by a

mefTage from the court of England, 445. is ordered, with

frefh propofals, to Nimeguen, ibid, declines being concerned

in a treaty between the French and Dutch, 448. receives an-

other mefrage from England, and returns to the Hague, 450.
his remarks on the addrefs of the French in managing the

treaty with the Dutch, 451 454. his familiar and pleafant

converfation with monfieur Hoeft at Amfterdam, 458, 459.
is furprized with another meffage from England, 461, his in-

terview with the prince of Orange about it, 462. returns to

Nimeguen much againft his own opinion, 470. his difagree-

able journey thither, 470, 47 1. his reafons for refufmg to figa
the treaty, 472. a comment on a quatrain from Noftre-

damus, 472, 473. returns with much fatigue to the Hague,
ibid, the publick greatly indebted to him on his return to

England, 474. refufes again the fecretary of date's office,

and begs leave to go to Florence, 475. is fent for again with

pofitive orders, 476, 490. ftate of the court at his arrival,

476 479. objections againft his memoirs anfwered, 484.
the title of them corrected, 484, 485. why he burnt the firft

part of them, 486. fome account of the third part, 487. pro-

pofes Sir Lionel Jenkins to be fecretary of ftate, 489. his

methods to avoid that office, 491, 492. refolves to oppofe
Monmouth's meafures, 493. propofes the appointing a new

council, ibid, this meafure greatly applauded, 495. oppofes

the lord Shaftefbury's being of the number, 496. his prediction
con-
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cerning him verified, ii. 497, 498. again declines the office

of fecretary, 499. joins a few others to confult about the

publick good, 499, 502. this, why broke off, 502. his rea-

fons for rcfufmg to confult with the duke of Monmouth and
lord Shaftelbury, 502. advifes the prorogation of the parlia-

ment, ibid, is threatened with an impeachment in the houfe

of commons, 505. why advifed to publifh. his mifcellanies,

ibid, debates with lord Hallifax about priefts, 506. declines

again the fecretary's office, 509. his gracious reception by the

duke of York, and long conference with him, 515, 516. dif-

covers fome fecret proceedings of the lords Eflex and Hallifax,

517. lofes confidence with the duke of York by their means,

519. his free expoftulation with, and advice to, the king, 522.
his motives for retiring from publick bufinefs, 523. is per-
fuaded to return to it, 524. is freed from the office of fecre-

tary, 525. fupports the duke of Ormond againfl the earl of

EfTex, 527, 528. declines going to Spain in a public cha-

racter, 528. confents to it at laft upon conditions, 529. his

journey delayed by the king, ibid, is much difgufted at the

proceedings' in parliament, 534. has no concern in the bill of

exclufion, 536. carries the king's anfwer about it to the

fioufe, ibid, his diflike of their proceedings determines him to

leave off all publick bufinefs, 537. his advice concerning the

king's anfw-er to addrefTes about the exclufion, 538. is per-
mitted by the king to decline a feat in parliament, 539. and
to retire from the publick ferv:ce, 540. his name ftruck out

of the council ; conjectures of the reafons of this, 543, 544.
his reafons for retiring, 544. his view of the ftate of affairs

abroad and at home, 544 550. reflections upon it, and upon
his own temper and diipofition, ibid, takes his leave of a pub-
lic life, ib. 552. his apology to the earl of EfTex for writing
on the trade of IreLmd, iii. 5, 6. his reafons for writing the

hiftory of England, 68. his great pleafure in gardening, 234.
and in a retired country life, 235. his apology for, and defign

in, writing on the gout, 239, 240. his three wiflies when he

\vasyoung, 268. his rule and practice as to phyfick, 293.
his letter to the countefs of EffeX againfl immoderate grief,

502 513. heads of efTays on different conditions of life, and

on converfation, 514 531. his poems, 532 544. his let-

ters to the king, prince of Orange, &c. vol. iv. paffim.

Thales, one of the founders of the Grecian philofophy, of

the Ionic feet, iii. 436. wa's the firft of the wife men ia

Greece, ibid, where he learned his philofophy, ibid.

The*
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Theocritus, his title to the character of a poet, iii. 403.

Thefeus, faid to be the founder of Athens, iii. 309.

Thomas, chaplain to William the Conqueror, is made arch-

bifhop of Yoik, iii. 150.
Thimdery and Lightning^ a moft violent dorm of, ii. 268.

the fatal and furprizing effecls of it, 269.

T/jynn, Mr. Sir William Temple's letter to him, with a

treaty with Spain figned, i. 276. a large fleet of Dutch mer-

chant (hips taken by the Englifh, ibid, he is fent to Mr. Hyde
with the draught of a treaty of peace, ii. 427.

Tibullus, lib. iv. el. 2. tianflated, iii. 543, 544.
Tobacco, its virtues as a medicine, iii. 297.
Tooth-aeh, a cure for it, iii. 254.

Trade, of Holland, whence, i. 183, the origin of trade in

general, 183, 184. commonwealths more friendly to trade

than abfoluce governments, ib. 185. the great foundation and

fources of their trade and wealth, what, 185 194. feveral

maxims concerning trade confuted^ 196 199. the trade of

the Dutch part its,meridian, and begun to decay, 199. the

multiplicity of traders its ruin, 200. progrefs of trade from

one place to another, 200,201. caufes of the decay of the

Dutch trade, 199- 203. trade, in what refpecls like the fea,

203. a great traJe, and employing foreign troops, hurtful to a

nation, 211. trade the only true intereft of Holland, ii. 220.

the true and natural ground of trade and riches, iii. 6.

Tradition, its ufe in preferving learning, iii. 433, 434.

Treafurer, lord, letters, from Sir William Temple to him ;

the Dutch bent upon a peace, and why, iv. 51, 52. the dif-

pofitions of Spain to it, 52 the emperor, why not inclined to

it, ^3. the princes of the empire more difpofed, ibid. Sweden

attached to France, 54. the temper of the other flates, 54,

55. his reception of lord Latim.er, and introducing him to the

prince, 64, thanks for information he received from him by
that lord, ibid, the event uncertain, 65. the prince Heady to his

honour and intereft, ibid, obviating fome mifunderftanding
with the prince, 135, 136. an account of his highncfs's in-

tentions, and difpolitions to the peace, 138 140. Mr. Skel-

ton informs the prince of his majefty's attachment to him,

preferable to France, 145. grounds of the prince's jealoufy,

which Sir William endeavours to remove, 145, 146. his ge-

nerous offer to procure peace, ibid, project of a peace between

Spain and France, ib. 147. returns thanks for favours, 259,
260, the different difpofuions gf the parties at the beginning

of
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of the congrefs at Nimeguen, iv. 260, 261. objects againfl an

infraction he had received, and defires his lordfhip's advice in

it, 283, 284. his majefly's ofFer of an alliance after the peace,
\*ell received by the prince, 309. the prince violently refents

the terms of peace propofed by Mr. fecretary William ion,

309, 310. has a long conference with him on that fubjecl,

310, 311. Sir William's opinion of the peace, and moft pro-
bable way to bring it about, 312, 313. an embarrafs between

him and count Kinfld, 314. of the fteps taken by the French

and prince of Orange towards a peace, 324. the prince de-

termined to profecute the war this campaign, 325. what only
can prevent it, ibid, the prince difTatisfied with the terms pro-

pofed by his majefty for a peace, 326. the prince's ill opinion
of the miniftry, 326, 327. his reafons for declining the fecre-

tary of Hate's office, 330. excufe for it in behalf of his ma-

jefly, 331. is mortified by his majefly's difpleafure for what

he could not prevent ; and offers to refign all his employ-
ments, 344. fufpicion of chicane in the French in the affair

of the peace, 356, 357. congratulates him on the treaty being
concluded, in fpiteof many arts ufed to prevent it, 362, 363.
is furprized at fecretary Williamfon's finding fault with, and
blames him for unintelligible inftruclions, 375, 376. defires

they may be more clear for the future, 377. and that his ad-

vices may be more full and conftant, ibid, fufpicion of more
tricks in the French, 377, 378. complains of the order for

exchanging the ratifications coming too late, and of the de-

fign of du Cros's journey, 397, 398. the bad conferences of

it, and the ill opinion generally received of du Cros, 399.
farther complaints of his conduct, 400. his reafons for going
to Nimeguen, 401. advices as to his majefty's dealing with

Holland, 402. the expediency of his majefty 's concerting with

the prince, 410. complains of his declining health, 411, 412.
conference with the prince on the proceedings of the Englifh

miniftry, 422, 424. the marquis de Grana's free opinion of

their proceedings, 425. the resolution of the prince and States

not to ratify the treaty without Spain, 426. all proceedings

ought to be in concert with the prince, 427. Amfrerdam fin-

gular in oppofing the ratification, 429 the terms on which
it pafTed, and the fentiments the Dutch have of their obliga-
tion to hismajefty, 430. complaint of the nobles of Holland

againft Amfterdam, 430, 431. Sir William's opinion of its

confequences, 431. reflection on Valkenier's bold ftep, 432.
Sir William's opinion of fome claims of the prince of Orange,

iv. 432,
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iv. 432, 433. the prince's advice about two fhips taken by &

Zeland caper, 434. a letter from the fecretary's office on
that fiibjedt, much blamed, ibid, the prince's advice for his

majefty's intercft, 435. the congrefs retarded by points of ce-

remony, 435, 436. the nation in fo critical a fituation, that

Go>d only can relieve it, 449. Sir William declines advifing in

ir, ibid, the ftate of the peace, 450. Sir William aflerts his

integrity in oppofition to flanders, 450, 451. reflection on
Sir Henry Capel, 451. a propofal from the Englim court,
how received by the States and prince, 456, 457. his gra-
titude to his majefty for all favours, and reafons for declining
the fecretary's office, 458. the prince approves of the lord

treasurer's proceeding, 461. his advice as to the conduct of

England, 462. fome late orders myfterious, 462- fome mo-

ney claimed by the prince, 463. Sir William much furprized
at fome orders from court, and intention of immediately re-

turning to England, 465, 466.

Treafurers, atAmfteidam, their office, i. 119.

Trees, directions for fruit-trees, iii. 226. for pruning, 227.

ought to be tranfplanted from a worfe to a better foil, 232.

regard to be had to the (lock, as well as to the graft or bud,
ibid, how to preferve from foot or fmuttinefs, 233, 234. fe-

veral requifites to their coming to the gieateft perfection, 448.
Trevor, Sir John, letters from Sir William Temple to him ;

the marquis de Caftel Roderigo accepts a truce, i. 399. the

marquis's flownefs in agreeing to the articles, blamed, 405.
on the payment of the Spaniih fubfidies to Sweden, ii. 80.

difficulties in bringing the Spaniards to comply, ibid, propofal
to join the Dutch in laying impofitions of French commo-

dities, ibid, conference with the Spanifh ambaflador on the

fubfidies and figning the concert
; Lunenburg offers to enter

into the alliance, 82. remarks on the controverfy about the

India trade, 96, 104. the uncertainty of current news, 98.
an inftance of the impartial feverity of the law in Holland,
ibid, miftakes in the copy of the ratification fent him from

England, 106. refentment of the earl of EfTex's palling the

Sound, in. of the fucceflion to the government of the Spa-
nifa Netherlands, 112. the prince of Orange admitted to a

feat in the council of ftate, and to enjoy the fame place his

anceftors did, 113. of the banifhment of fome Scots minifters

from Holland, 132. a converfation with Mr. de Witt con-

cerning Surinam, 133. the troubles given by conventicles in

England, 134. endeavours to procure the banifhment of the

Scots
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Scots minifters, ii. 137. the affair of Surinam very near fettled,

ibid, the Dutch propofe a penfion for the prince of Orange,
ibid, their letter to the governor of Surinam not fatisfying,

138. farther proceedings againft the Scots minifters, ibid.

reafon for delaying the affair of cornet Joyce, ibid, the

count de Molina on his way from Spain to England, 140. his

endeavours to have Joyce feized at Rotterdam, how fruftrated,

141. letters from Mr. fecretary Trevor to Sir William Tem-

ple; warm profeifions of regard and friendmip, 184. fends

the ratification of two inftrumems, 190. the houfe of lords

much divided in the affair of lord Roos, 191.

Triers, elector of, his fituation and importance in the em-

pire, ii. 209. defines to be included in a treaty of peace be-

tween England and Holland, 468. which is refufed, ibid.

,
the fiege of, refolvcd on by the confederates, ii.

3*4'
Truhans, who, and why fo called by the French, iii. 107,
Turenne, marfhal, commands a French army that invades

Germany, ii. 281. his anfwer to a challenge fent him by the

elector palatine, ibid, his great military (kill and character,

282, 283. made general to amufe the German army, 304.
his great art in keeping the Imperial army at bay, 312. is

killed by a cannon ball, 313. his death occafions great con-

flernation in the French army, ibid.

Turks, their original countries, iii. 350. the chief prin-

ciples of their government, 376 379. their notions of fe-

veral paradifes and predeftination, 376. of the divine defti-

nation of the Ottoman line, and implicit fubmiffion to their

princes, ibid, divifion of lands, and fovereignty of the em-

peror, 377. have no hereditary honours, ibid, their fuppref-
fion and extinction of all learning, ibid, the politick inftitution

of the janizaries, 377, 378. their remarkable temperance,

378. the fpeedinefs and feverity of their juftice, 379. their

iudden and violent growth, ibid, why at a ftand, 379 381.

drinking in private, ibid, corruption and mutinous humour of

their janizaries, ib. 380. neglect of their marine affairs, 381.
exceffive ufe of opium, ibid.

Tufcany, the prince of, letter from Sir William Temple to

him ;
fome hopes of bringing the triple alliance to bear, ii. 72.

, the great duke of, letters from Sir William Temple
to him ; condolance on the death of his predeceffor, with con-

gratulations on his acceffion to that dignity, ii. 122. acknow-

ledging the receiving two letters from him, with a prefent of

2. fome
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fome excellent wine ; informs him, that he had acquainted the

king of his concern for the death of madame of France, ii.

152. the States much alarmed at the march of the French

troops, ibid, apology for not anfwering his laft, and excufe

for not writing news, 165.

Tyranny, naturally fprings out of popular governments, i,

31. the rage of a tyrant, in what different from that of the

people, 32. is the ruin of trade, 185.

U.

Valenciennes, blocked up, and taken by the French, ii. 397,

39 8 -

Valkenier, monfieur, a ruling burgomafter at Amfterdam,
his character, ii. 428. is under French influence, 429.

Valour, wherein it confifts, i. 35.

Vapours, a diftemper fome time in vogue, iii. 290.

Venetus, Pauhis, the firft that difcovered China, 111,317.

why he called it by a different name, 318.
Vienna, in great hazard of being taken by the Turks, iii.

382.

Villanage, in England, when it began and ended, iii. 93.
what meant by that term, 95.

Virgil, one of the greateft philofophers and poets, iii. 205.
various fruits, flowers, and plants, mentioned by him, 212,

213. compared with Homer, and wherein he excelled, 403.

Virtue, heroick, intitles men that poffefs it to the cha^

racier of divine, iii. 304. has moft diflinguifhed the under-

ftanding, ibid, its ingredients, and whence it arifes, 304,

305. the effect of it, 305. it mufl be native, 306. requifites

to its perfection, ibid, remarkable inftances of heroick virtue

in different parts of the world, 307 312, 385.

Union, of the States of Holland, how compofed, i. 125;.

Voadicea, heads the Britons againft the Romans, iii. 84.
makes great (laughter amongft them, ibid, is at length de-

feated, and poifons herfelf in defpair, ibid.

Vomits, in fome cafes fatal, iii. 291.

Vortigern, king of the Britons, fues to the Saxons for aflift-

ance againft the Scots and Pifts, iii. 88.

Utrecht, the union of, formed againft the Spanifh tyranny,
i. 92. this the original conftitution of the United Provinces,

ibid, account of the conftitution of that province, 141.

W.
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w.

Wagerers, polhical, fome of their tricks, ii. 466.

Waltheof, fon to earl Syward, his brave defence of York

againft the Normans, iii. 148, 149. is nobly rewarded by
William the Conqueror, 149. enters into a confpiracy againft

him, 173. is fufpecled to have difcovered it, 174. is taken

prifoner, and beheaded, ibid.

War, the only reafons for a wife Hate to begin it, ii. 220.

the humour and fpirit of a nation neceflary to fupport it, 233.

they have the honour that have the advantage of a war, 238.
a good opinion of the caufe, a great fupport of it, ibid.

'

Warren* a Norman, caft in a law-fuit againft an Englim-
man by William the Conqueror, iii. 134.

Warwick, Sir Philip* letters from Sir William Temple to

him, acknowledging favours received, i. 251. on his retiring
from publick bufmefs, 298.

Waters, going to them is chiefly for the fafhion, iii. 290.
are fometimes hurtful, ibid.

Weljb, the laft part of the Englifh that fubmitted to the Ro-

mans, iii. 78.
Werden, Sir John, letter from him to Sir William Temple;

nothing material at Stockholm, owing to the abfence of the

king and court, ii. 195. the queen of Spain aflents to the ar-

bitration of England and Sweden, and defires to have Holland

admitted as a third arbitrator, 196.

Wefd, taken by furprize by archduke Albert, i. 1 13, 1 14.
his good policy in this, ibid.

Wickfort^ monfieur, letter from Sir William Temple to him,

defiring his affiftance in fettling his accounts with fome mer-

chants of Amfterdam, ii. 182. his fatisfaclion in a retired

country life, 183.

William, of NafTau, increafes the number of the cities that

fend deputies to the States of Holland, i. 121.

William, duke of Normandy, invades England with an

army of Normans, after the death of Edward the Confeflbr,

iii. 102. fends his claim to the crown to their king, ibid.

gains it after a long and fierce battle, 103. his defcent, at

what time, ibid, his great endowments of body and mind,
ibid, remarkable hiftory of his father, 103, 104. his preca-
rious (ituation at the death of his father, 104, 105. was very

early expofed to difficulties and dangers, 106. his great con-

Aancy of mind, prudence of conduct, and felicity of fortune,

iii. 1 06.
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!ii. 106. appears early at the head of his councils and armies,

againfl pretenders and competitors, 106, 107. conquers and
drives out his oppofers, 107. is oppofed by the earl of Anjou,
aflifted by the king of France, ibid, gains two great victories

over the French, 108. the foundation of his fcheme for future

conquefts, 109. the grounds of his claim to the crown of

England, no, in. propofes it to his eflates, and gains the

affiftance of the moft powerful, 1 11, 1 12. is in high efteem,
and great general reputation, 112. is ailifted by many princes
in his enterprize, 112, 113. lands in Suflex with a powerful

army, 113. his peaceable behaviour at firfr,, and courteous
treatment of Harold's fpies, 114. offers to decide his claim

by a /ingle combat, ibid, his brave and wife conduct in the

engagement, 115. gains a complete victory by the death of

Harold, 116. is faid to have committed great cruelties in his

march to London, 117. is, by a ftratagem of the Kentifh

men, furprized into a promife to preferve their ancient laws and

liberties, 118. is received by the Londoners with open gates,
121. claims the crown by the teflament of Edward the Con-

feflbr, 122. is crowned, and takes the oaths of the Saxon and
Danifh kings, ibid, his wife and prudent conduct at the begin-

ing of his reign, 122, 123. all ranks gladly fubmit to him,

124. rewards his Norman .followers, ibid, the clergy clif-

gufted at him, why, 125. this the occafion of his character

being mifreprefented by them, 126. goes to vifit his Norman
dominions, 127. returns to England, where he refolves to

continue, 1 29. applies diligently to the arts of peace and or-

ders of date, 130. his care of the laws, 130 134. gives a

remarkable decifion, in favour of an Englimman, againft a

Norman, 134. his moderation as to taxes, 135, his ceco-

nomy, and moderation in ex pence, 136. the feveral branches

of his revenue, 136, 137. difpleafes the nobles and clergy,
ib. 139. difgufts the nobles, by his foreft laws, 141. and by
his partiality to the Normans, 142. thefe create a difpofuion
to revolt, 143. is invaded by Edgar Atheling at the head of a

powerful Scots army, 147. his great compofure and refolu-

tion on the defeat of his troops in the north, 148. gets the

better in a fecond engagement, 148, 149. returns, in triumph,
to London, 151. takes a new oath to obferve the laws, ibid.

this Hep much applauded, ibid, is threatened with another in-

vafion by the king of Scotland, 153. reduces fome rebels in

the hie of Ely, 154. marches to the north of England, 155.
continues fome time near the Scots army, 156. agrees

to a

VOL. IV. N n peace
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peace with the Scots king, iii. 157. returns and cultivates the

arts of peace, 157, 158. his generofity to Edgar Atheiing,
ibid, motives that induced him to change the frame of govern-

ment, 159, 1 60. the whole people petition againfl this, 160.

various opinions in his council about it, 161, 162. is dilTuaded

from it, and grants magna charta, 163. introduces feveral

Norman cuftoms, and attempts to make the language general,
ibid, feveral Saxon inititutions abolifhed, 166, 167. by fe-

verely puniftiing offenders, brings the kingdom t a ftate ot

great fecurity, 168. erects feveral forts and cailles, ibid, his

care of his revenue, 168, 169. gets a great booty from the

clergy, 169. this occasions much venom againft him by the

monks, ibid, caufes a furvey to be made of all the lands,

titles, and tenures in England, 170. feveral good effects ot

this, 170, 171. refolves on another expedition into Nor-

mandy, ibid, feeds of frefli troubles in his abfence, 172, 173.
a plot difcovered, and clifconcerted, 174. an inftance of his

great clemency, ibid, is embroiled in domeftick quarrels, 176.
account of his family, <ac. ibid, fee Robert

; goes to invade

his fon in Normandy, 178. becomes confident of the fidelity

of the Englifh, ibid, his remarkable encounter and reconcilia-

tion with his ion in an engagement, 178, 179. his fon rebels

afrefh againft him, 180. goes again to Normandy, and is re-

conciled to him, r8o. aflbciates his younger fon Robert in the

government of Normandy, 181. the accidental beginning of

a war between England and France, 182. marches into

France, and takes feveral towns, 183. is a third time recon-

ciled to his fon Robert, ibid, refufes to do homage to the

French king for England, 184. takes and burns Nantes, ibid.

is taken fick at Rouen, ibid, his anfwer to a feoff of the

French king on his illnefs, ibid, recovers, and marches, wisji

fire and fword, near Paris, ibid, is hurt by an accident which
occafions his death, 185. his affairs of ftate, and fucceffion,

how fettled, ibid, feveral falfe and invidious reports concern-

ing his funeral, 185, 186. was one of the moft renowned

conquerors in ftory, 186. uncertain whether he held any-great
councils or parliaments, ibid, two general affemblies of the

clergy in his reign, 186, 187. the uncertainty of dates and

names of perfons in his time, 187. remark on feme pro-

digies, ibid, his character, why given at length, 188. his

perfon defcribed, ibid.-\u& paftimes, 188, 189. difpofitions,

chaftity, and temperance, 189. fteadinefs and refolution, ibid.

ttconoiny and prudence, 190. religious and charitable difpo-
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firkms, iii. 190. was an encournger of learning, ibid his im-

partial love to virtue and hatred of vice, ibid, the effects and
.

confequences of his conqueft to England, 191 194. the

great period of fucceeding reigns dated from him, 194.

WiHiamfon, Mr. Sir William Temple's letter to him ; in-

forms him, that he is to tranfmit occurrences to him in lord

Arlington's abfence, ii. 140.

, Sir Jofeph, Sir William Temple's letters to him,

Congratulating him on being mude fecretary of itate, iv. 44.
on a free trade for all Engli/h (hips, without excepting enemies

ports, unlefs they carry counterband goods ; conference with

the penfioner about this, who yields the point, and promifes
to lay it before the States ; the penfioner promifes palfes and
orders for a (hip of advice to Surinam; Sir William declines

having any publick (hare in the rejoicings for the fuccefs at

Grave, 54 59. a long conference with the deputies of thd

States on feveral marine affairs, and particularly the affair of

Surinam, 67 70. the fubfhnce of a memorial prefented by
him to the States on his majefty's mediation

;
on his acting ia

concert with the Swedi(h mediation, how far expedient; in

what light the Swedifh mediator is looked on by the States,

and the motions of the Swedifh army, 74 78. no hopes of

agreeing on terms of a peace, till it is firfl fettled between the

king and prince ; the prince's recovery from flcknefs ; the

Danifh fubfidies are paid ; refolves to recover two (hips feized

by the Dutch, 92, 93. conference with the penfioner on the

warranty of Flanders in the treaty of peace, and a defenfive

alliance with the Dutch ; of the liberty of trade to enemies

ports, and the manner of revifion ; an expedient to make the

revifion lefs troublefome and chargeable, 95 97. the States

agree to grant paffports in the terms his majeffy prefcribed ;

the emperor's minifter has likewife agreed to them on condi-

tions; that minifter's good opinion of his raajefty as a medi-

ator ;
a difficulty darted, about having the congrefs at Ni-

meguenj how obviated by Sir William, 112 115. concern-

ing the paffports from the fevera! powers ; fome difficulties ia

obtaining the neutral country from France, 124 28. re-

fplves to fet oat, with Sir Lionel Jenkins, for Nimeguen, to

receive the ieveral plenipotentiaries ;
Sir -William rei'oivts to

flay fome days at the Hague, to fettle the affair of the paff-

ports, and the neutral country, 128, 129. qf the point of ce-

remony with refpeft to the arabattudors, and conduct of the

ates of Nimeguen ; more c.o.ucruh>g the paifports,,

N n 2 iy
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iv. 130 134. Monfieur Van Beuninghen blamed for falfe

intelligence; the paffports ftill unfettled, 143, 144, of receiv-

ing the firft vifits from ambaffadors ; the prince's opinion of

the exceptions made againft the French paffports, 149 152-*

more concerning paffports ; of the French claim to the duchy
of Lorrain, 157 160. the penfioner's opinion of the ob-

jections of the French to the paffports, and their claim to

Lorrain ; concerning prince William of Furftemburg, and the

neutrality; of the ceremony of vifits, 163, 165. further an-

fwer to the French objections againft the paffports, and their

claim to Lorrain, 173 176. France objects againft couriers,

177. further difficulties concerning the paffports; the views

in this, 178, 179. more difficulties about the paffports; rea-

fons of the prince's journey to Celderland, 183 186. con-

ference with the prince concerning the paffports ; ftate of that

affair, and motives of different parties, 187 190, concern-

ing the paflports of Lorrain and Sweden; conference with

the Swedifh ccmmiffary about them ; the Danifh miaifter

alarmed at the proceedings, 190 193. an expedient pro-

pofed by his majefty, objected againft by the prince and States;

feveral conferences about it, 184 197. a Dutch fleet, with

troops, failed; their deftination a fecret, 198. Sir William

prefent a memorial, concerning the king's expedient, againft
his own opinion ; caution againft the reports of foreign mi-

nifters ; the Danifh envoy, at London contradicted ; Sir Wil-

liam juftifies his intelligence, 199, 201. the anfwer to the

memorial, why not yet received
; difingenuity of foreign mi-

nifters ; Sir William's excufe for not giving early intelligence
of the refclutions of the States ; account of commiffioners for

fecret affairs in Holland ; they are to confult with the prince,
and fometimes with the minifters; their refolutions fometimes

called that of the States; the Dutch are building fix capital

{hips; conference with the prince about them, 202 207.
his reafons for refuting to interchange the Swedim and Dutch

paffports, 208, 209. the States refine to agree to his majefty's

expedient, 210. of fome proceedings of the minifters of the

allies ; concerning fome Jews at Surinam, 211, 212. his refo-

lution to obferve carefully his inftructions ; Monfieur Van

Beuninghen's conduct cenfured ; fatisfies the empercr's mi-

nifter about Mr. Skelton's conduct, 217, 218. great fatif-

faction with the Lorrain paffport ; a decifive action expected
between the prince and the French, 219. conference with- the

penfioner on fome late occurrences j informs him of fix French

tfiips,
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ftiips, with provifions for the Swedes, convoyed by four men of

war, intending to apply for Englifli pafTes ; the States about to

fettle the affair of the paffports ;
feveral of the confederates

delay delivering their paffports to Sir William ; concerning the

neutral country, iv. 220, 222. fome new obftructions to the

affair of the tranfports being fettled ; anfwerfrom the States to

Sir William about them; his objections to it, and a vindica-

tion of his majefty's conduct
; conjecture, as to their views in

it ; they bring Sir William a new refolution and form about

them ;
an exchange of what -pafTports were prefent, aad rea-

fons why the others were not yet come; he hopes what is

done will meet with his majefty's approbation, 223 232. the

inarefchal d'Eftrades appointed plenipotentiary for Spain in the

place of the dukede Vitry; defires directions, as to the neutral

country ; tranfmits feveral paffports, 233, 23/1. furmifes of

his majefly's partiality; the neutral country, how to be de-

fcribed, 235. a great equipage preparing for the Spanifh. am-

baffador ; this provokes the emulation of the reft ; regulations
'

concerning this and other occurrences atNimeguen, propofed, ib.

a high claim of the Brandenburgh minifters ; more inftructions

defired about the ceremonies of vifits, 243 245. an expla-

nation of fome parts of the refolutions of the States, 246, 247.
the paffports from the emperor foon expected, and thofefrom

France ftill delayed ; his endeavours to effect what the king
defired in the affair of prince William of Furftemburg, ib.-

24.9. 'further attempts in it ; more difficulties in fettling the

paffports ; defiring advice, as to feveral circnmftances of the

congrefs, 249 253. a farther account of the paffports ; high
claims of fome of the ambaffadors ; Sir William intends foon

to repair to Nimegnen, 255, 257. further attempts in the af-

fair of prince William ; the duke of Hanover claims the titles

of duke of Brunfwick and Lunenburgh, and his minifters to

be plenipotentiaries ; objection to the Danifti paffport ; why
he is not removed to Nimeguen, and defiring fome directions

about it, 257, 259. conference with the pensioner about giv-

ing up three Scots minifters, and about the difpofitions of the

States to peace, and the reafons of their conduct, in regard to

a feparate peace with France, the prince of Orange violently

oppofes it, but is defirous of a general peace ; the ill confe-

cjuences of his majefty's being remifs in it, 272 281. the

penfioner's indifpofition (tops Sir William's progrefs in affairs ;

the demands of the Danes from the Dutch not like to be

complied with ; count Kin&i difturbs the congrefs by infilling

ou
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en forms of -ceremony; the beft way to deal with 'him ; of

the pretenfion of the Brandcnburgh ambafiadors ; of the em-

peror's rank, with refpect to the king and the electors, iv. 284.

290. the interefi: of the Dutch to protect foreigners ; Don
John about to feize the miniftry of Spain ; Mr. Hyde's arrival

at the Hague, and irrefolute frate ; their form of powers, why
in French; whether the mention of his majefty's mediation be

abfolutely neceflfary, 297 300. great debates in the States

about delivering up the three Scots minifters ; refolution con-

cerning fome (hips that had been feized; of the feparate peace-

between France and Holland ; why Sir William declines tned-

dt-ing with it, tho' much pretfed by the French ambafTador and
others ; he refolves to forward the treaty of a general peace,

303 309. more reafoning about the feparate peace; the three

Scots minillers ordered to leave Holland ; he delivers letters

from his majefry to the prince ; a converfation with him OQ
the fcheme of a peace ; the prince violently oppofes it, and is"

only for a general peacf, 314 3*19- the prince's reafons for

differing from his majelty's fcheme, and for pufhing on the

war, 321, 323. another conference with the prince concern-

ing the peace, and the feveral conditions of it, which, if not

iettled, Britain was to join with Holland in the war againft

France, 347 352. two conferences with the commiffioners

o^ the States on the fame fubject, 352 355. a propofal, by
the French king, to the States ;

Sir William vindicates himfelf

from fome faults he is charged with in the management of the

treaty, 369 -373. the States decline complying with the pro-

pofal from France ; endeavour to fatisfy his majefty as to their

conduct, 373 375. a profpect of peace, by means of an

agreement between France and Sweden ; du Cros pretends to

fome merit in it, but is fnfpected ; Sir William's ill opinion of

his meafures ; the French feem not to mind his majefty's me-

diation, 379 -381. Sir William repairs to Nimeguen to wit-

nefs the concluding the peace ;
it is 11 ill obftructed by France ;

da Cros's conduct ceil fared ; conference of feveral ambaf-

fadors, with Sir William and Sir Lionel Jenkins, about the

peace, 383 391. Sir William repairs to the Hague to ex-

change the ratification ; the artifices of the French at Nime-

guen ; the Dutch refufe to fign the treaty without the con-

currence of Spain ; the Dutch divided into two parties ; viz.

in the French, and in the prince of Orange's intereft ;
his ma-

; inflnence on them, 391 397. the French and Dutch

dors ilga the treaty of Nimegaea ; abfurdities in it,

3 occa-
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occafloned by their hurry ; endeavours to prevail on the Spa"
iiilh ambaifrdor to frgn ;

du Cros's unfair dealing difcovered by
the Dutch, who rtlblve to Hand firm to his majefty in oppo-
iition to France, iv. 403 406. anfwer of the French ambaf-

fador to the Dutch demands, with his detmnd from them on
the previous fteps to the peace, 446, 448. complaints of li-

bels againft his majefty, printed in Holland ; account of the

peace being figned between the emperor and France ; to be fo

between the Imperialists and Swedes ; Sir William will endea-

vour to put a ftop to the Jibels, 459, 461. letter from Sir Wil-
liam's itcretary to Mr. Williamfon, giving an account of his

matter's journey from Bruflels to Aix la Chnpelle, and the re-

ception he met with from feveral towns as the Englifti ambaf-

fador, and his interview with feveral ambaffadors on his ar-

rival there, i. 436 439.

Wincbejlcr, the bifhop of, letter from Sir William Temple-
to him, in anfwer to a recommendation of Mr. Moriey to his

favour and protection, iv. 129.
Wine, what the beft in the gout, iii. 263, 264. moderation

in the ufe of it recommended, 264. the true ufe of -it, 264,

265.

Wifdom, wherein it con fifts, i. 3 <j.
the manifold advantages

of it, ibid, wifdom and wife, thefe words, whence derived^
iii. 414.

Wifmar, taken by the Danes from the Swedes, ii. 318-.

Wit, the meaning of that word, and whence derived, iii,

395. how diftinguimed from wifdom, ibid, the neceflity of it

to a poet, 402. wherein poetical wit confifts, ibid.

Witches, and Wizards, whence named and their various en-

chantments, iii. 417.
Witt, Monfieur de, penfioner, his great confidence iq Sir

William Temple, i. xiii. his great capacity, and fuccefs as a

minifter, 56. his extraordinary plainnefs and moderation, 136.
he and his brother murdered by the fudden fury of a mob, ib.

ii. 257, 258. his character, ibid, his opinion of the Englifh
fleet, i. 209. letters from Sir William Temple to him, on the

negociation of a peace at Aix la Chapelle, 387. on the in-

confiftent dealing of the French, and the beft method of bring-

ing them to terms, 417, the French ngree to a fufpenfion of
arms ; their political promifes not to be trufted ; advice con-

cerning the marquis del Roderigo, 425. on procuring Sweden
the fatisfaclion ftipulated by Spain, 453. condoling the death

of his lady, 456. acknowledging his obligations to him, with
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his finCere attachment to him, ii. 174. letters from monfieu?

de Witt to Sir William ; the neceflity of the marquis de Caftel

Roderigo making a fpeedy and fatisfaclory declaration con-

cerning the treaty, i. 491. recommending the deputies of the

States to his confidence, 494. approves his conduct in the

treaty, 495. Great Britain and Holland, how to be prepared
for a war with France, 498, 503, 505. the marquis de Caftel

Roderigo blamed for not figning the treaty, and inftructions

how to deal with him, 510. farther directions as to the treaty,

514. congratulates Sir William on being appointed ambaf-

fador at the Hague, with profefllons of attachment to his ma-

jefly's intereit, 520. informs him of the death of his wife,
ibid, "thanks for his friendly fympathy, and invites him to re-

turn fpeedily to the Hague, 522. letter from him to lord Ar-

lington; high commendation of Sir William Temple, i. 361.
Wives, a fociety of them among a certain number of men,

a cuftom peculiar to Britain, iii. 75. the fame cuftom in other

countries, ibid, fome advantages of it, 76. a fmart reply of

a Britifh wife to a Roman, who reproached her with it, ibid.

Wolfely, Sir Charles, a letter of compliment from Sir Wil-

liam Temple to him, i. 51.

Words, the multiplicity of them, whence, 1*11.33.

WorkhoitfeSy publick, the ufe and advantages of them, iiu

54, 60.

Wrcden, baron, letter from Sir William Temple to him,

congratulating his arrival in England ; an account of fome of

the bifhop of Munfter's proceedings, i. 238.

Writings, fome obfervations concerning the firfl of them,
iii. 406, 409.

X.

Xenophon, one of the firft philofophers whofe works have

gfcaped the injuries of time, iii, 444.

Y.

Yncas, of Peru, fome account of, iii. 338 347.

Tork, taken by frorm from the Normans by Edgar Athe-

ling, iii. 147. a great (laughter of the Normans on that oc-

cafion, ibid, is retaken by William the Conqueror, 149.

.
,
duke of, complies with the prince's defire, that the

prince of Orange ihould marry his daughter, ii. 421. goes to

Holland, during the election of a new parliament, 477. his

opinion, to Sir William Temple, of the fbte of affairs in

England,
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jnglancl, ii. 49O.difcovers thedefign of appointing a new coun-

cil, 496. his fudden arrival at court caufes great confterna-

tion, 514. the true fpring of it, 517. on his arrival again,

defigned to be fent to Scotland, 527. engages to fupport the

duke of Ormond, 528. is prefented, at the king's bench, as a

recufant, 530. great heats about him at court, 531. he goes
to Scotland, ibid, the bill of exclnfion framed, and motives

to it, 532. fee Exclnfion ; a remarkable remon(trance of his,

to the king, againft the exorbitant and ambitious views of

France, 562. letters from Sir William Temple to him ; in-

forms him of the prince of Orange's intentions to apply to

him and the king, in a private manner, about the affair of his

marriage, iv. 216. the prince's intention of a voyage to Eng-
land, if the king's permiflion, and his, is granted, 254. hi$

defire of the princefs's being incognito in the prince's abfence,

\vjth difficulty complied with ; her accommodation on her ar-

rival, the belt that could be provided ; account of a conyer-
fation with the prince, 444 446.

Tpres, taken by the French, ii. 430.

Z.

Zealand, account of the conftitutionof that province, 5. 140,

141'. by whom firfl named, iii. 97.
Zell) duke of, declines fulfilling his engagements to the al-

lies, ii. 406.

Zormanochages, an Indian brachman, burnt himfelf to death

to prevent his falling into difeafes or misfortunes, iii. 439.
Zudder Sea, conjecture concerning its formation, i. i.
Zulichem, monfieur, directs Sir William Temple to ufe the

xno^a for the cure of the gout, iii. 246. See Gout, Moxa.

FINIS.
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